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HISTORY 


OF  THE 

IRISH  REBELLION, 


P ROM  the  year  1782,  when,  by  the  fpirlted  ex* 
ertions  of  the  volunteer  affociations  of  Ireland, 
the  legiflature  of  this  kingdom  was  rendered  le- 
gally independent  of  that  of  Britain,  and  the 
odious  rehri&ions,  which  had  been  moft  unwifely 
Impofed  on  its  trade  and  manufadlures  by  the 
Britifh  government,  were  in  a conhderable  degree 
removed,  many  among  the  Irifh  extended  their 
views  to  a wider  fphere  of  political  freedom.  A 
provincial  affembiy,  firft  convened  at  Dungannon, 
in  Ulfter,  on  the  fifteenth  of  February,  178,2,  con- 
fiding of  the  reprefentatives  of  a hundred  and 
forty-three  volunteer  corps,  with  defign,  among 
other  objects,  to  plan  and  petition  for  a parliament 
tary  reform,  or  a more  equal  representation  of  the 
commons  in  parliament,  fwelled  in  1783  into  a 
national  affembiy,  compofed  of  delegates  from  the 
Several  counties,  and  held  in  Dublin  under  the  in- 
vidious 
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v 'id ions  title  of  congrefs ; invidious  undoubtedly, 
fmce  under  the  condudl  of  an  affembly  fo  denomi- 
nated, the  Britifh  colonies  of  North  America  had 
recently,  by  a fuccefsful  war  againft  the  power  of 
Britain,  eftabliftied  an  independent  republic  in  the 
weftern  hemifphere. 

1 he  failure  of  this  meafure  in  November,  the 
fame  year,  when  the  petition  of  congrefs  was  con- 
iemptuoufly  reje&ed  by  parliament,  was  attributed 
to  the  weaknefs  of  national  difunion,  the  triple 
partition  of  the  people  divided  by  the  religious  an- 
tipathies oi  protefhants,  proteflant  difienters,  and 
Roman  catholics.  If  all  thefe  difcordant  fedls 
could  be  perfuaded  virtually  to  abandon  religious 
di-ftin&ions  in  a purfuit  of  political  reform,  and 
cordially  to  coalefce  with  heady  determination  in 
their  demands,  parliament  was  imagined  to  be  in- 
capable of  withholding  its  aonfent.  As  the  main 
ftrength  of  the  nation  in  refpeft  to  number  was 
conceived  to  reft  in  the  Romanifts,  who  might  con- 
ftitute  three-fourths  of  the  whole  population,  to 
give  thefe  a proportionate  weight  in  the  fyftem, 
and  to  intereft  them  warmly  in  the  plan  propofed 
• — was  an  object  of  primary  magnitude  with  politi- 
cal reformers.  For  the  removal  of  thofe  legal  re- 
ftridlions  and  difqualiftcations  by  which  the  Ro- 
manifts  were  deprived  of  what  was  accounted 
their  due  fhare  of  political  power,  vigorous  efforts 
were  made,  and  various  engines  put  in  motion. 

Among  the  modes  of  agency  adopted  in  thofe 
bufy  times  by  the  favourers  of  innovation,  was  the 
inftxtution  of  political  clubs,  which  were  formed 
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tinder  feveral  titles  in  the  metropolis  and  elfe- 
where.  The  principal  of  thefe,  denominated  the 
whig  club , or  the  affociation  of  the  friends  of  the 
conjiitution , liberty , and peace,  was  honoured  by  the 
fandion  offome  very  highly  re fpedable  charaders 
as  its  members,  whofe  object  was  doubtlefs  merely 
to  obtain  the  reformation  of  abufes  in  the  political 
fyftem,  and  particularly  to  promote  the  fcheme  of 
a more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament. A few  of  its  members,  however,  feem  to 
have  entertained  projeds  of  a deeper  kind — pro- 
jeds  of  revolution,  the  total  fubverfton  of  the  ex- 
ifting  government,  and  the  eredion  of  a democra- 
tically conftituted  commonwealth  in  its  place. — * 
Thefe  advocates  of  revolution  formed  a connexion 
with  other  clubs  of  congenial  principles,  particu- 
larly that  of  the  whigs  of  the  capital , whofe  objed 
was  evidently  a radical  alteration  in  the  political 
fyftem.  The  determined  agitators  of  this  and 
other  focieties,  which  appeared  not  to  promife  a 
fpeedy  fuccefs  to  their  wifhes,  framed  at  length  a 
more  general  and  deeply  planned  affociation, 
which  outlived  all  the  reft,  and  far  furpailed  them 
in  the  vigour  and  condud  of  its  affaults  on  the  ex- 
ifting  conftitution  of  the  ftate.  This  was  the  fa- 
mous combination  of  United  lrijhmen , whofe  pro- 
found confpiracy,  after  a long,  obilinate,  and  doubt- 
ful ftruggle  with  the  government  of  the  kingdom, 
was  forced  in  the  end,  by  the  vigilance  and  vigor  of 
adminiftration,  feebly  to  explode  in  partial,  irre- 
gular, and  eafily  conquerable  infurredions,  inftead 
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of  a univerfal  and  well-organized  rebellion,  tbs 
means  prapoi'ed  by  the  chiefs  to  overturn  the  con- 

ftitution. 

Originating  from  Belfaft,  where  principles  of  a 
republican  tendency  had  long  been  cherifhed,  was 
inftkuted  in  Dublin,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1791,  the  fociety  of  United  Irijkmsn , wuth  the  im- 
mediate view  of  combining  into  one  political  pha- 
lanx as  many  as  poffibieof  their  countrymen,  with- 
out any  diftindion  of  fed,  for  the  effeduating  of  a 
change  in  the  government  of  Ireland  ; or,  as 
themfelves  have  declared,  ££  for  the  purpofe  of 
“ forwarding  a brotherhood  of  affedion,  a com- 
<c  munion  of  rights,  and  a union  of  power  among 
€C  Irifhmen  of  every  religious  perfuafion,  and  there- 
cc  by  to  obtain  a complete  reform  in  the  legiflature, 
sc  founded  on  the  principles  of  civil,  political,  and 
€C  religious  liberty.”  * Catholic  emancipation, 
&nd  parliamentary  reform,  were  the  avowed  objeds 
of  their  purfuit.  By  the  former  was  underftood  a 
total  abolition  of  political  diftindions  between 
Romanics  and  proteftants  : by  the  latter  they  pro- 
feffed  to  mean  a completely  democratic  houfe  of 
commons.  In  the  plan  which  they  oifered  to  the 
coniideration  of  the  public,  they  propofed  that  the 
parliament  fhould  be  annual  ; that  for  the  purpofe 
of  eledion,  the  whole  kingdom  fhould  be  divided 
into  three  hundred  eledorates,  each  formed  by  a 
combination  ofparifhes,  and  all  as  nearly  equal  as 

pofliblc 

* Appendix  to  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  No.  2. 


IRISH  REBELLION". 


5 


poffible  in  point  of  population;  that  no  qualifica- 
tion with  refpebi  to  property  fhould  be  required  in 
the  eleelor  nor  in  the  representative  ; that  every 
male  of  found  underftanding  of  the  full  age  of 
twenty-one,  and  refident  in  the  electorate  during 
the  laft  fix  months  preceding  the  election,  fhould 
be  capable  of  Suffrage  for  a representative  ; that  to 
be  qualified  for  a feat  in  the  houle  of  commons,  a 
man  Should  be  twenty-five  yeais  old,  refident 
within  the  kingdom,  and  holding  neither  place  nor 
penfion  under  government,  and  that  each  represen- 
tative fhould  receive  a re?.  So  liable  ilipend  for  his 
attendance  in  parliament. 

To  attain  their  objeCt  by  a military  force  was 
attempted  fo  early  as  the  year  1792,  when  money 
was  railed  by  fubfcription  to  arm  and  embody  a 
number  of  men  in  the  metropolis,  under  the  title 
Of  national  guards , with  a uniform  diffinguifhed 
with  green,  which  was  adopted  as  the  national 
colour,  and  buttons  infcribed  with  a harp, the  armo- 
rial enfign  of  Ireland,  divefted  of  the  crown,  to 
denote,  as  was  fuppofed,  the  intended  abolition  of 
monarchy.  The  ninth  of  December  was  appoint- 
ed as  a day  of  general  mufter  of  thefe  guards,  pro- 
bably with  the  defign  to  difplay  their  force,  to  in- 
fpire  confidence  into  their  friends,  to  difpirit  their 
adverfaries,  or  perhaps,  as  was  feared  by  Some, 
tho5  it  appears  not  probable,  to  feize  even  then  the 
city,  and  commence  a civil  war.  Whatever  was 
their  immediate  obje<ff,  government  wifely  deter- 
mined to  fupprefs  in  their  commencement  all  arm- 
ed affectations  not  authorised  by  the  fupreme 
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power  of  the  Rate.  On  the  eighth  of  December, 
the  day  immediately  preceding  that  of  the  intend- 
ed  mufter,  a proclamation  was  iffued  by  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  council,  peremptorily  interdicting 
all  feditious  affemblies,  and  commanding  the  ma- 
gistrates to  fupprefs  them  by  military  force,  if  ad- 
monition lbould  be  found  not  fufhciently  efficaci- 
ous. Intimidated  by  the  menacing  language  of 
this  proclamation,  and  the  fubfequent  martial  ar- 
ray of  the  garrifon  Rationed  in  the  capital,  the 
national  guards  deferred  their  meeting,  and  the 
long  propofed  muRer  never  took  place.  The 
heads  of  the  fociety,  however,  met  on  the  four- 
teenth following,  and  published  a kind  of  manifef- 
to  or  counter-proclamation,  exhorting  the  volun- 
teers to  refume  their  arms,  for  the  maintenance, 
as  before,  of  tranquillity  throughout  the  kingdom, 
againR  foreign  and  internal  enemies,  and  advifing 
the  proteRants  of  Ireland  to  choofe  deputies  for 
provincial  affemblies,  preparatively  to  a general 
convention,  which  they  declared  neceffary  to 
form  a common  caufe  with  that  of  the  Romanics. 
On  account  of  this  manifefio,  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  who  had  acRed  the  part  of  fecretary  at  the 
above  affembly,  was  arreRed  in  the  following 
month — a gentleman  of  a very  refpe£table  family 
and  fortune,  of  a moR  amiable  character,  and  the 
warmeft  philanthropy.  That  a zealous  philan- 
thropy, without  a clear  judgment  and  Ready  refo- 
lution  to  direcR  it,  is  pernicious  inRead  of  ufeful  to 
fociety,  is  a painful  obfervation.  Erought  to  trial 
in  January,  17943  and  found  guilty  by  the  jury, 

this 
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this  gentleman  was  fentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  to  be  confined  two  years  in  the 
prifon  of  newgate,  and  afterwards  to  give  a fecu- 
rity  of  four  thousand  pounds  for  his  good  beha- 
viour during  feven  years.  In  June,  the  fame  year, 
Do&or  William  Drennan,  a phyfician,  who  had 
been  chairman  in  the  fame  aflembly,  was  on  trial 
acquitted  ; but  James  Napper  Tandy,  a citizen 
of  Dublin,  a moft  a&ive  member  of  political  focie- 
ties,  who  had,  on  arreft,  given  bail  for  his  ap- 
pearance, had  made  his  efcape  out  of  the  kingdom 
in  the  preceding  year  to  avoid  a trial.  A likp 
efcape  was  effe&ed  by  Mr.  Rowan,  who  by  ftrata- 
gem  found  egrefs  from  the  prifon.  His  refolution 
to  attempt  this  flight  was  prompted,  at  leafl:  preci- 
pitated, by  the  arreft  of  an  Englifh  clergyman  of 
the  name  of  William  Jackfon,  engaged  in  a trea- 
fonable  correfponder.ee  with  agents  of  the  French 
government,  in  which  correfpondence  Mr.  Rowan 
was  implicated,  and  might  in  confequence  have 
been  capitally  convided.  Jackfon  being  tried 
in  Dublin,  on  the  23d  of  April  1795,  and  found 
guilty  by  the  jury,  evaded  the  ignominy  of  a pub- 
lic execution  by  fuicide,  fwallowing  a dofe  of 
poifon,  and  expiring  in  the  bar  of  the  court  amid 
a multitude  of  people. 

To  penetrate  into  the  fecret  motives  of  the 
feveral  proteftants,  who  were  the  prime  contrivers 
and  promoters  of  this  confpiracy,  which  in  a fhort 
time  fpread  its  ramifications  ?hroughou'  the  whole 
ifland,  and  greatly  endangered  the  eftablifhed  go- 
vernment, I have  not  vanity  to  pretend. . Moft 

probably 
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probably  private  ambition  was  the  motive  of 
fome,  who  aipired  at  an  eminence  of  power  and 
fame  through  the  medium  of  a revolution,  regard- 
lefs  of  flaughters  and  devallations,  its  inevitable 
concomitants.  A fpirit  of  patriotifm  feems  to 
have  incited  a few,  particularly  Thomas  Addis 
Emmett,  a lawyer  of  uncommon  talents  and  be- 
nevolence, who  might  vainly  hope  that,  without 
much  bloodfhed,  a new  government  might  be 
eftablifhed  of  fo  liberal  a nature  as  to  leave  no 
ihackles  on  induflry  or  merit,  and  render  Ireland 
a fiourifhing  and  happy  country.  Both  appear  to 
have  been  egregioufly  miilaken  in  the  nature  of 
the  inftrurhents,  on  which  they  in  great  meafure 
depended  for  the  accomplifhment  of  their  fcheme. 

While  the  conductors  of  the  general  affociation 
were  labouring  tc  extingdifh  all  religious  antipa- 
thies, and  to  combine  their  countrymen  of  all 
feds  indifcriminately  into  a political  brotherhood, 
the  chiefs  of  the  fed,  tvhich  predominates  in  zeal 
and  numbers,  planned  a particular  affociation, 
apparently  co-operating  with  and  conftituting  a 
part  of  the  former,  btft  accufed  by  fome  of  enter- 
taining feparate  views.  Encouraged  by  the  previ- 
ous declarations  of  feveral  proteflant  affemblies  in 
their  favour,  by  Edmund  Burke  and  his  difciples  in 
Britain,  by  the  oppofitionifts  in  parliament,  and 
by  the  affociation  of  United  Irifhmep,  the  lead- 
ing men  among  the  Romanics  of  Ireland,  ever 
w atchful  of  events  for  the  advantage  of  their  feCl, 
formed,  in  1792,  what  was  called  the  catholic  con- 
vention. Edward  Byrne,  a wealthy  merchant, 
member  of  a iecret  committee  of  Romanics  which 

had 
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had  fubfifted  fome  years  in  Dublin,  iflued  a fort 
of  writs  to  the  parifh  priefis  of  that  communion 
throughout  the  kingdom,  for  the  eledlicn  of  dcpu* 
ties  to  compofe  an  aflembly  reprefentative  of  the 
whole  body  of  Irifh  Romanifts.  Two  deputies 
■were  chofen  in  each  parifh  by  the  majority  of  all 
the  adult  males  of  the  congregation  aflembled  at 
the  Romifh  chapel : the  parochial  deputies  of  each 
barony  cho.fe  in  like  manner  two  baronial  deputies 
out  of  their  own  body  ; and  the  baronial  deputies 
of  each  county,  two  reprefentatives  ; all  of  whom, 
together  with  the  reprefentatives  of  cities  and 
towns  corporate  fimilarly  chofen,  compofed  the 
catholic  convention,  public  as  to  its  aflembly,  in 
the  Taylors-hall  in  Dublin,  but  profoundly  iecret 
in  its  deliberations.  Having  prepared  a petition 
to  the  King,  and  ele£led  nine  of  its  number  to  re- 
main a permanent  Committee  for  the  management  of 
the* projected  fchemes,  the  convention  clofed  its 
feffion,  which  had  continued  many  weeks.  By 
the  authority  of  this  aflembly  and  its  permanent 
reprefentative,  the  committee,  great  furns  were 
afleffed  and  regularly  levied  on  the  Romanifts, 
the  whole  mafs  of  whom  fubmitted  implicitly  to 
the  orders  of  this  their  fupreme  council,  as  of  the 
raoft  firmly  eftablilhed  government.  But  the  ap- 
plication of  this  money  is  as  yet  a fecret,  except 
a very  final!  part  avowedly  given  to  fome  agents 
of  this  coalition,  particularly  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  to  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  the  moil  a&ive 
of  thefe.  * 

A deputation 

* I have  heard  that  Mr.  Tone  received  only  five  hundred 
pounds,  though  three  times  thefum  had  been  olteafibly  voted. 
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A deputation,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the 
above  mentioned  Mr.  Byrne,  carried  the  petition 
of  the  Irifh  Romanics  to  London,  a petition  fur- 
prifingly  fraught  with  mifreprefentation.  Intro- 
duction to  the  royal  prefence,  by  one  of  the 
fecretaries  of  Bate,  was  procured  by  the  influence 
of  Edmund  Burke,  a moft  determined  champion 
of  the  Roman  catholic  church,  though  a proteftant 
in  external  profeflion.  Some  have  pretended  that 
great  fums  of  money  were,  on  this  occaiion,  be- 
llowed to  fuch  perfons  about  the  court  as  were 
fuppofed  able  to  influence  the  royal  ear  in  favour 
of  the  petitioners.  The  deputation  was  gracioufly 
received  by  his  Majefly ; but  the  proteflants  of 
Ireland  were  invited  to  meet  in  their  feveral  coun- 
ties, and  to  declare  their  opinions  concerning  the 
emancipation  requefted  by  their  catholic  brethren, 
in  order,  as  was  fuppofed,  that  the  legiflature 
might  regulate  its  determination,  at  leaf!  in  fome 
degree,  according  to  thefe  opinions.  Notwith- 
standing that  great  pains  were  taken  by  pamphlets 
and  fpeeches  to  convince  them  of  the  contrary, 
the  proteflants  moftly  feared,  from  the  unparal- 
leled fpirit  of  intolerance  afliduoufly  nourifhed  in 
th£  Romifh  religion,  that  the  Romanifls,  if  once 
admitted  into  a participation  of  political  power, 
would,  with  the  peculiar  zeal  of  their  fed,  avail 
themfelves  of  their  fuperiority  of  number,  and 
every  other  poflible  advantage,  to  pofTefs  them- 
felves of  that  power  exclufively,  and  ultimately 
to  perfecute  and  even  exterminate  the  heretics. 
After  the  proteflants  had  in  general,  at  their 
' county 
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county  meetings,  declared  their  difapprobation  of 
indulgences  beyond  thofe  which  had  already  been 
given  to  their  countrymen  of  the  Romifh  faith, 
the  King  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  the 
relief  of  his  Roman  catholic  fubje&s  in  Ireland  to 
his  two  houfes  of  parliament  in  that  kingdom. 
This  mode  of  proceeding,  whether  accidental,  or 
deligned  by  the  miniftry,  augmented  mightily  the 
jealoufies  of  the  two  parties,  the  Irifh  of  the  efia- 
blifhed  and  of  the  Romifh  church,  as  the  latter 
were  left  to  conclude  that  their  proteflant  country- 
men were  their  foes,  while  the  minifters  were  their 
friends*.  The  influence  of  the  monarch,  as  is 
ufual,  prevailed  in  both  houfes  : the  fervants  of 
the  crown,  who  were  the  moft  hofiile  to  the  mea- 
fure,  and  even  exprefied  lheir  difapprobation  in 
parliament,  voted  in  its  favour.  By  a&s  made  in 
the  parliamentary  feflion  of  1793,  the  Romanifls 
were  placed  nearly  in  the  fame  political  lituation 
w ith  the  propellants,  being  excluded  only,  by  their 
own  refufal  to  take  the  teft  oaths,  from  fitting  as 
members  of  parliament,  and  from  acting  as  of- 
ficers 

* The  policy  of  at  lead  conniving  at  the  diffractions  of  the 
Irifh  was  adopted  by  fome  Englifh  politicians  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  in  order  to  retain  Ireland  in  a ftate  of  weaknefs  and 
dependence.  “ We  find  Sir  Henry  Sydney  and  Sir  John  Perrot, 
who  perfectly  underflood  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  its  inhabitants,  both  expreffing  their  indignation  at  this 
horrid  policy,  which  yet  had  found  its  way  into  the  Englifh 
parliament. ” Leland’s  Hift.  of  Ireland,  B.  4.  chap  3.  The 
removal  of  the  national  diftin&nefs  of  Ireland,  by  its  legiflative 
union  with  Britain,  muff  remove  all  motives  for  fuch  miftaken 
policy. 
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ficers  of  government  in  about  thirty  of  the  great 
offices  of  the,/tat£. 

If  the  ftfdteftaht  conductors  of  the  United  Iriffi 
had,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1792,  fucceeded  in 
their  attempt  to  overawe  the  government  by  the 
mufrer  of  national  guards,  which  appeared  to  be 
their  immediate  objeCl,  and  thence  by  bolder 
fteps  to  compafs  a revolution,  the  leaders  of  the 
Romanifts,  who  were  alfo  members  of  the  United 
Iriffi  affectation,  would  have  had  opportunity  to 
unfold  and  put  in  execution  their  particular 
fcheme.  Whatever  this  was,  the  lower  claffes  of 
their  communion  appeared  evidently  to  conceive 
no  other  idea  of  a revolution  than  the  exclufive 
eftabliffiment  of  their  own  church.  Their  fpirits 
were  high  in  expectation  of  this  change.  They 
could  not  entirely  conceal  their  fentiments.  Trea- 
sonable fongs,  fcuniloufly  abufive  of  the  protef- 
tant  religion,  were  publicly  fang  by  drinkers  in 
tipling  houfes  and  ballad-fingers  in  the  ftreets. 
A ferment  prevailed  which  feemed  to  announce  an 
approaching  infurredlion  ; and  in  1793  fome  local 
commotions,  eafily  fuppreffed,  took  place,  par- 
ticularly about  the  collieries  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny, and  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  county  of 
Wexford.  A body  of  infurgents,  about  two  thou- 
fand  in  number,  attacked  the  town  of  Wexford 
with  an  oflenfible  defign  to  liberate  fome  prifoners 
confined  in  the  gaol  of  that  town ; but  fuch  no- 
vices were  they  then  in  military  matters,  that  they 
were,  with  the  lofs  of  about  a hundred  of  their 
party,  repulfed  by  the  fire  of  only  twenty-five  Sol- 
diers, on  whole  fide  the  brave  Major  Yalotton  fell. 

Some 
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Some  of  the  Romifh  gentry  are  faid  to  have  re- 
gretted that  their  party  had  let  flip  fuch  an  oppor- 
tunity as  might  not  again  occur,  of  driking  home, 
by  a general  infurredlion,  at  an  earlier  time,  when 
government  was  lefs  prepared  for  the  attack.  In 
1795,  however,  under  the  lord  lieutenancy  of 
Earl  Fitzwilliam,  the  fucceifor  of  Lord  Wedmore- 
iand,  an  ample  field  was  expanded  to  their  hopes; 
and  in  obedience  to  a mandate  of  the  permanent 
committee,  petitions,  on  a model  prescribed,  were 
addreffed  to  parliament  by  the  whole  body  of 
that  perfuafion,  demanding  a completion  of 
what  they  termed  catholic  emancipation.  This 
nobleman,  being  one  of  the  difciples  of  Ed- 
mund Burke,  was  a w arm  friend  to  the  Roman- 
ics, and  a bitter  enemy  to  the  French  repub- 
licans, who  had  renounced  their  communion, 
and  yet  on  whom,  notwithftanding,  the  Ro- 
manids  of  Ireland  depended  in  great  meafure  for 
the  exaltation  of  their  church  by  their  affidance 
in  a revolution  : but  before  he  could  gratify  the 
wifhes  of  his  favourites,  the  Earl  was  recalled,  and 
the  Earl  of  Camden  lent  as  lord  lieutenant  in  his 
place.  Their  difeontents  in  confequence  of  this 
difappointment  W'ere  coniiderably  augmented : 
fpeeches  and  refolutions  of  a feditious  nature  were 
publifhed  by  the  authority  of  the  committee,  by 
whofe  invitation  an  affembly  of  Remanids  was 
convened  at  a chapel  in  Dublin,  and  didurbances 
cncreafed  in  feveral  parts  of  the  country. 

The  United  fociety  in  this  ferment  was  not  idle. 
After  unremitted  exertions  to  engage  in  the  pro- 
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motion  of  their  defign  men  of  activity  and  literary 
talents  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  alfo  to  tinc- 
ture the  minds  of  their  countrymen  with  republican 
ideas  by  the  dilfemination  of  Payne’s  Rights  of 
Man , and  other  democratic  publications,  this  knot 
of  reforming  politicians  affumed  in  the  fame  year, 
1795,  with  little  difguife,  a revolutionary  call. 
The  original  declaration  offered  for  fignature  to 
each  man  on  his  admiflion  into  the  fociety  was 
this:  “ I,  * * in  the  prefence  of  God,  do  pledge 
“ myfelf  to  my  country  that  I will  ufe  all  my  abi- 
ec  lities  and  influence  in  the  attainment  of  an 
cc  impartial  and  adequate  reprefentation  of  the 
cc  Irifh  nation  in  parliament  ; and,  as  a means  of 
cc  abfolute  and  immediate  neceflity  in  the  efta- 
ec  blifhment  of  this  chief  good  of  Ireland,  I will 
endeavour  as  much  as  lies  in  my  ability  to  for- 
<e  ward  a brotherhood  of  affedlion,  an  identity  of 
cc  interefts,  a communion  of  rights,  and  a union 
fC  of  power,  among  Irifhmen  of  all  religious  per- 
cc  fuafions,  without  which  every  reform  in  parlia- 
<c  ment  muff  be  partial,  not  national,  inadequate 
<£  to  the  wants,  deluiive  to  the  wifhes,  and  infuf- 
<c  ficient  for  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  this 
cc  country.”  But  now  the  mention  of  parliament 
was  omitted  in  the  new  teft,  or  oath  of  admiflion, 
which  was  expreffed  in  thefe  words  : <c  In  the 
cc  awful  prefence  of  God,  I,  * * do  voluntarily 
« declare  that  I will  perfevere  in  endeavouring  to 
cc  form  a brotherhood  of  affe&ion  among  Irifhmen 
««  of  every  religious  perfuafion,  and  that  I will 
« alfo  perfevere  in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  an 
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sc  equal,  full,  and  adequate  representation  of  all 
(e  the  people  of  Ireland.  I do  further  declare, 

“ that  neither  hopes,  fears,  rewards,  or  punifti- 
cc  ments  fhall  ever  induce  me,  dire&ly  or  indi- 
redlly,  to  inform  on  or  give  evidence  againil  any 
ec  member  or  members  of  this  or  Similar  Societies, 
<c  for  any  a£l  or  expreffion  of  theirs,  done  or  made 
“ cohesively  or  individually  in  or  out  of  this  foci- 
£C  ety,inpurfuance  of  the  Spirit  of  this  obligation.”^ 
That  not  merely  a reform  of  parliament,  how- 
ever, but  a total  overthrow  of  the  exiting  fyftem 
of  government,  and  the  ere&ion  of  the  Irifh  nation 
into  an  independent  republic  unconneSed  with 
Britain,  was  from  the  beginning  an  objeS  with 
Some  of  the  original  framers  of  the  Society,  we  have 
reafon  to  luppofe,  particularly  from  their  own  de- 
clarations and  correspondence.  Tn  their  original 
declaration  are  the  following  words : — “ In  the 
<c  prefent  great  sera  of  reform,  whenun  juft  govern- 
c<  ments  are  falling  in  every  quarter  of  Europe ; 

when  religious  persecution  is  compelled  to  ab- 
*£  jure  her  tyranny  over  confcience;  when  the 
rights  of  men  are  ascertained  in  theory,  and  that 
ce  theory  fubftantiated  by  pra&ice;  when  anti- 
<c  quity  can  no  longer  defend  abfurd  and  oppref- 
“ five  forms  againft  the  common  fenfe  and  com- 
cc  mon  interefts  of  mankind ; when  all  government 
“ is  acknowledged  to  originate  from  the  people, 
C£  and  to  be  fo  far  only  obligatory,  as  it  prote&s 
their  rights  and  promotes  their  welfare;-— we 

think 
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sc  think  it  our  duty,  as  Irifhmen,  to  come  forward 
cc  and  Hate  what  we  feel  to  be  our  heavy  griev- 
6C  ance,  and  what  we  know  to  be  its  effcdual 
remedy. 

€C  We  have  no  national  government . We  are 

“ ruled  by  Englifhmen,  and  the  fervants  of  Eng- 
“ lilhmen,  whofe  objed  is  the  intereil  of  another 
“ country;  whofe  inftrument  is  corruption ; whofe 
<c  flrength  is  the  weaknefs  of  Ireland  : and  thefe 
<c  men  have  the  whole  of  the  powder  and  patronage 
of  the  country,  as  means  to  feduce  and  fubdue 
cc  the  honefty  and  the  fpirit  of  her  reprefentatives 
in  the  legiflature.  Such  an  extrinlic  pow7er, 
<c  ading  with  uniform  force  in  a diredion  too  fre- 
<c  quently  oppohte  to  the  true  line  of  our  obvious 
<c  interefts,  can  be  refilled  with  effed  folely  by 
Cf  unanimity,  decifion,  and  fpirit  in  the  people— 
cc  qualities  which  may  be  exerted  molt  legally, 
<c  conllitutionally,  and  efficaciously  by  that  great 
cc  meafure  effential  to  the  profperity  and  freedom 
cc  of  Ireland — an  equal  representation  of  all  the 
<c  people  in  parliament.55  * 

That  the  reform  here  profeffed  was  rather  an 
oftenfible  than  real  objed,  exhibited  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  uniting  reformers  with  revolutionills,  ap- 
pears from  a letter  addreffed  on  the  occafion,  to 
his  friends  in  Belfalf,  by  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  a 
lawyer  of  uncommonly  high  talents  and  induliry, 
and  one  of  the  original  framers  of  the  inllitution, 
of  which  letter  the  following  is  an  extrad.  “ The 

foregoing 
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-€<  foregoing  contain  my  true  and  flncere  opinion. 
“ of  the  date  of  this  country,  fo  far  as  in  the  pre* 
“ fentjun&ure  it  may  be  advifable  to  publifh  it. 
“ They  certainly  fall  fhort  of  the  truth,  but  truth 
u itfelf  mull  fometimes  condefcend  to  temporife  : 
<c  my  unalterable  opinion  is,  that  the  bane  of  Irifh 
C£  profperity  is  in  the  influence  of  England  : I be- 
(c  lieve  that  influence  will  ever  be  extended  while 
the  connexion  between  the  two  countries  conti- 
“ nues:  neverthelefs,  as  I know  that  opinion  is 
<c  for  the  prefent  too  hardy,  though  a very  little 
time  may  eftablilh  it  univerfally,  I have  not 
“ made  it  a part  of  the  refolutions ; I have  only 
<c  propofed  to  let  up  a reformed  parliament  as  a 
*£  barrier  againft  that  mtfchief,  which  every  honed 
“ man  that  will  open  his  eyes  muff  fee,  in  every 
<c  inftance,  overbears  the  intered  of  Ireland.  I 
t£  have  not  faid  one  word  that  looks  like  a wifh 
ec  for  feparation,  though  I give  it  to  you  and  your 
££  friends  as  my  mod  decided  opinion,  that  fuch 
i£  an  event  would  be  a regeneration  to  this  coun- 

<c  try”* 

The  affociation  was  extended  in  Dublin  and  the 
northern  counties  with  induftry  and  fuccefs.  The 
latter  was  greatly  promoted  by  the  difpleafure  oc- 
cafloned  by  the  French  w?ar — a minifterial  mea~ 
fure  adopted  apparently  without  reafon,  and  fo 
highly  condemned  by  many  in  the  nation  as  to  add 
prodigioufly  to  the  number  of  malecontents  in 
both  the  Britifh  kingdoms. — The  rapacious  infe- 
ct lence 
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lence  of  the  foldiery  alfo,  which  had  been  very 
un wifely  overlooked,  or  not  fufficiently  retrained, 
in  the  firft  years  of  this  war,  was  certainly  not  well 
calculated  for  the  promotion  of  affe&ionate  fenti- 
ments toward  adminiftration,  in  the  lower  claffesof 
the  people  in  general  throughout  the  kingdom.— 
In  the  marches  of  troops,  on  change  of  quarters, 
the  horfes  of  the  farmers  and  peafa-nts,  preffed  for 
the  carriage  of  baggage,  were  brought  to  unreafon- 
able  diftances,  and  feverely  abufed,  unlefs  money 
was  given  by  their  owners  to  procure  better  treat- 
ment. Sometimes  the  cars  wrere  loft,  and  various 
other  inconveniences  occurred.  Where  they 
halted  in  their  march,  the  foldiers  difperfed  them- 
felves  over  the  neighbourhood,  feizing  horfes  of 
which  they  had  no  need,  merely  to  force  the  own- 
ers to  releafe  them  by  the  payment  of  money. — 
The  accommodation  of  foldiers  billetted  was  alfo 
feverely  felt  by  fome  who  were  expofed  to  it  from 
their  fituation  ; and  money  was  extorted  on  this 
ground  alfo.  After  fome  time  the  grievance  of 
preffing  was  redrelfed  in  great  meafure,  perhaps 
partly  by  more  attention  to  difcipline,  but  cer- 
tainly by  the  allowance  of  better  hire  for  the  tranf- 
portation  of  baggage,  by  which  the  neceftity,  and 
confequently  the  pretence,  of  corap ulfive  employ- 
ment was  in  a con fider able  degree  removed. 

Difcontents  rofe  high  on  account  alfo  of  the  mi- 
litia bill,  which  enafted  compulfory  levies  of  fol- 
diers  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  kingdom.  On 
a return  of  the  names  of  the  males  in  each  diftri£l 
of  the  military  age,  lots  were  drawn,  and  thofe  on 
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whom  the  chance  fell,  were  obliged  to  enlift  as 
foldiers  for  four  years,  to  find  iubffitutes,  or  to 
pay  fines.  Some  individuals,  unable  to  pay,  fuf- 
tained  the  feizure  and  (ale  of  their  goods  ; and 
fomefor  intemperate  exprefiions  of  difcontent  were 
committed  to  gaol.  To  make  the  burthen  bear 
more  equally,  fubfcriptions  were  generally  propof- 
ed  and  adopted  to  raife  money  for  the  enlifling  of 
foldiers ; and  thefe  fubfcriptions  were  for  the  time 
a heavy  tax  on  peafants  and  citizens ; but  it  was 
only  temporary — for  when  this  new  fpecies  of 
army  was  once  embodied,  fmall  bounties  were 
found  fufficient  to  entice  recruits  for  the  filling  of 
augmentations  or  vacancies., 

Not  relying  wholly  on  its  force  at  home,  the 
chiefs  of  the  fociety  made  application  to  the 
French  goverment ; and  in  April,  179 6,  ail  inva- 
fion  of  Ireland  was  promifed  by  the  latter  for  the 
lubverfion  of  the  Britifh  power  in  Ireland,  and  the 
political  difruption  of  this  ifland  from  Britain.— 
The  offer  was  accepted,  on  condition  that  the  in- 
vading armv  fhould  a£t  as  auxiliaries  under  the 
direction  and  pay  of  the  fociety,  which,  on  becom- 
ing poITefTed  of  the  dominion,  fhould  be  bound  to 
reimburfe  the  whole  expences  of  the  armament.  m 
The  vigilance  of  government  penetrated  the  de- 
fign  of  internal  hoftility  and  external  alliance;  and 
as  the  exifting  laws  were  totally  inadequate  to  flop 
the  progrefs  of  the  confpiracy,  new  powers  were 
conceded  by  the  legiflature  to  the  executive  ad  mb 

c 2 nifiration- 
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niftration.  In  Odober,  179 6,  parliament  fufpend- 
ed  the  law  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  thereby  gave 
authority  to  imprifon  obnoxious  perfons  without 
caufe  afligned,  or  definiie  period  of  trial.  In  the 
ipring  of  the  fame  year  alfo,  a temporary  law, 
termed  the  Infurredion  Ad,  had  parted,  levelled 
immediately  againft  an  irregular  confederacy  of 
men  who,  under  the  name  of  defenders,  infefled 
the  counties  of  Rofcommon,  Leitrim,  Longford, 
Meath,  and  Kildare,  defpoiling  in  the  night  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  of  their  arms,  and  latterly 
alfo  of  their  money  and  valuable  effeds.  By  this 
ad  the  lord  lieutenant  in  council  was  authorized 
to  proclaim,  011  the  requifition  of  feven  of  its  ma- 
giflrates  affembied  at  a feflions  of  the  peace,  any 
xounty  or  dirtrid  thereof,  as  in  a hate  of  difturb- 
ance,  and  thereby  to  invert  the  magirtrates  writh  an 
extraordinary  power  of  feizing,  imprifoning,  and 
fending  aboard  his  majefty’s  fleet,  fuch  perfons  as 
fhould  be  found  at  unlawful  aflemblies,  or  other- 
w ife  ading  fo  as  to  threaten  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  operation  of  thefe  temporary  laws  was  for- 
cibly felt  in  the  latter  part  of  this,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  the  following  year.  Confiderable  numbers  of 
gentlemen,  or  perfons  in  refpedable  fituations  of 
life,  were  arrefled  on  private  informations  of  their 
engagement  in  the  confpiracy,  and  lodged  in  pri- 
fon,  many  for  a great  length  of  time  without  op- 
portunity of  trial.  Many  diftrids  in  the  northern 
counties  were  proclaimed,  and  numbers  of  the 
lower  clalfes  of  men  fcnt  on  board  of  the  king’s 
navy. 
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Thefe  a£ls  of  feverity,  apparently  inconfiftent 
with  the  fp’irit  of  the  conflitution,  were  not  without 
caufe.  A conteft,  or  trial  of  flrength,  feems  to 
have  arifen  between  the  exifting  government  and 
the  affociation,  which  of  the  two  fhould  overpower 
the  other.  Each  vigorous  meafure,  adopted  on 
one  fide,  excited  another  to  counteract  it  on  the 
oppofite.  To  furnifh  themfelves  with  arms,  the 
lower  claffes,  like  the  defenders,  affembled  in  par- 
ties in  the  night,  and  difarraed  thofe  whom  they 
regarded  as  the  adherents  of  government.  To  fave 
the  produce  of  the  foil  to  their  friends  in  prifon, 
and  to  teftify  their  attachment  to  the  gentlemen  of 
their  party,  or  thofe  whom  they  imagined  not  hof- 
tile  to  their  caufe,  they  met  in  large  bodies  in  the 
day  to  dig  out  the  potatoes  and  reap  the  corn  of 
fevered  individuals.  The  greatnefs  of  the  numbers 
affembled  on  thefe  occafions,  much  exceeding 
what  the  fpecified.purpofes  required  ; (for  in  fome 
inflan  ces  four  or  five  thoufand  were  faid  to  be  col- 
ledled  in  one  body;) — their  marching  with  mufic  in 
a fort  of  military  order,  and  their  afTembiing  on 
fuch  other  pretences  as.  funerals  and  matches  of 
football — gave  caufe  to  fufpeCl  that  the  real  objcCl 
of  thefe  meetings  was  to  accuhom  the  men  to  a 
readinefs  in  repairing  to.  appointed  places  of  con- 
vention, to  give  confidence  to  their  own  party, 
and  to  intimidate  their  opponents.  To  fruflrate  the 
operations  of  the  law,  terror  and  bribery  were  em- 
ployed with  its  agents.  Various  modes  of  perfec- 
tion, and  even  fometiines  affalfination,  were  put  in 
jiraClice  againft  magiffrates  who  exerted  themfelves 
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to  arred  the  members  of  the  confpiracy,  witnefles 
who  appeared  againd  them  in  courts  of  judice,  and 
jurors  who  found  them  guilty  ; while  the  pecuni- 
ary fubfcriptions  of  the  aflociaiion  were  partly  ap- 
plied to  affid  the  families  of  its  imprifoned  mem- 
bers, to  bribe  witnefles  in  trials,  and  to  fee  the 
mod  eminent  pleaders  of  the  law. 

A£ls  of  a violent  and  menacing  nature  in  fome 
of  the  northern  counties,  particularly  the  dealing 
of  ten  barrels  of  gunpowder  out  of  the  royal  dores 
in  Belfad,  are  fpecified  in  a proclamation  of  the 
lord  lieutenant  and  council,  bearing  date  the  dxth 
of  November,  1796,  in  which  all  magidrates  and 
loyal  fubje&s  were  ftriftly  commanded  to  ufe  their 
bed  endeavours  for  the  prevention  or  punifhment 
of  fuch  dangerous  and  treafonable  proceedings  ; 
orders  having  been  previoufly  iflued  to  the  mili- 
tary officers  to  affid  the  civil  in  the  execution  of 
this  duty.  Notwithdanding  the  enforcement  of 
this  proclamation,  the  United  Irifh  of  Ulder 
would  have  obtained  and  employed  the  means  of 
infurre&ion,  if  the  French  forces,  embarked  at 
Bred,  for  the  invadon  of  Ireland,  had  effe&ed 
their  landing  at  Bantry-bay,  where  they  arrived 
near  the  end  of  December  in  the  fame  year. — 
While  the  debarkation  of  the  French  army,  dated 
at  fifteen  thoufand  in  number,  was  prevented  by 
a ftorm  which  divided  the  fleet,  the  exertions  of 
the  fociety  to  fecond  the  invadon  were  prevented; 
fey  the  receipt  of  two  contrary  pieces  of  intelli- 
gence from  the  French  government,  the  one  a 
meffage  in  November,  promidng  the  arrival  of 
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fuccours  immediately,  the  other  a letter  in  a few 
days  after  the  mefienger’s  departure,  which  was 
confidered  as  authentic,  reprefenting  the  propofed 
expedition  to  be  deferred  until  the  enfuing  fpring.* 
A continuation  of  outrages,  diredled  fyftemati- 
cally,  provoked  on  the  fide  of  government  more 
ftrenuous  exertions  to  fupprefs  them.  Authorized 
for  a dlfcretionary  difpofition  of  his  troops  to  dif- 
arm the  malecontents  and  prevent  infurre£fion,  (by 
a letter,  dated  March  the  third,  1797,  from  the 
right  honorable  Thomas  Pelham,  fecretary  to  the 
lord  lieutenant,)  General  Lake,  bearing  the  chief 
command  in  the  northern  diftruft  of  the  kingdom, 
iffued  on  the  thirteenth  of  that  month  a proclama- 
tion, enjoining  all  perfons  not  empowered  to  keep 
arms  by  government,  to  furrender  their  arms  and 
ammunition  to  the  commanding  officers  in  their 
feveral  neighbourhoods,  and  promifing  to  inform- 
ers inviolable  feerecy,  together  with  rewards  to 
the  full  value  of  the  ftores  of  war  difcovered  in 
confequence  of  their  information,  f 
The  troops  were  fo  difpofed  as  to  fearch  all  fuf- 
pe£led  places  for  military  ftores,  and  to  prevent 
unlawful  affemblies,  efpecially  in  the  night,  after 
a certain  hour,  in  which  all  perfons  found  abroad 
without  authority  were  liable  to  arreft  and  punifh- 
ment : but  the  quantity  of  arms  thus  collected 
proving  comparatively  fmall,  and  the  plans  of  the 
fociety  ftill  remaining  in  force,  whofe  exertions  at 
the  affizes,  during  the  circuit  in  the  fucceeding 

month 
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month  of  April,  fo  far  fruflrated  the  profe  cut  ions 
of  the  cro.wn  as  to  render  the  refult  rather  an  en- 
couragement than  the  contrary  to  the  conspirators. 

— meafures  of  a fliil  more  forcible  nature  were  de- 
manded. Another  proclamation  from  the  lord 
lieutenant  was  iffued  on  the  feventeentb  of  the 
following  month,  declaring  the  efforts  of  the  civil 
power  to  have  been  found  inadequate  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  public  peace  ; the  moft  effectual 
orders  to  have  been  fent  to  the  officers  of  bis  ma-  ' 
jefty’s  troops  to  employ  their  ut  mo  ft  power  for  the 
fuppreffion  of  treafonable  attempts ; and  the 
king’s  moft  gracious  pardon  to  be  tendered  to  all 
luch  (excepting  perfons  guilty  of  certain  Specified 
crimes,)  as  on  or  before  the  twenty-fourth  of  June 
ftiould  furrender  to  the  magiftrates,  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  and,  if  bail  ftiould  be  required,  enter 
into  recognizance  for  their  future  good  behaviour. 

A letter  from  fecretary  Pelham  to  the  earl  of  Car^ 
hampton,  chief  commander  of  the  troops,  and 
orders  from  the  earl  to  theie  to  a & independently 
of  the  civil  power,  followed  the  proclamation  : and 
as  the  plan  of  each  county  was  found,  (particularly 
by  the  informations  of  Nicholas  Maguan,  of  Saint- 
field,  in  the  county  of  Down)  to  be  arranged  for  a 
general  in  furred!  ion  in  the  north,  which  was  to 
take  place  before  the  end  of  June,  the  moft  rigor- 
ous and  fummary  modes  of  coercion  were  Judged 
neceftfary. 

The  members  of  the  Irifti  government,  forced 
by  the  magnitude  of  the  threatened  evils,  into  a 
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tcmporaiy  violation  of  the  political  conftitution  for 
its  ultimate  fafety,  authorized  fuch  modes  of  com- 
pulfion  as  mu  ft  have  wounded  their  own  feelings. 
The  houfes  and  effe&s  of  thofe  who  produced  not 
the  arms,  which  by  informations  they  were  known 
or  fuppofed  to  have  in  concealment,  were  confum- 
ed  with  fire  by  the  troops,  or  otherwise  deftroyed  ; 
and  many  perfons,  to  force  a diicovery,  were  put 
to  feme  Ipecies  of  torture,  particularly  that  of  the 
picket.  The  term  of  furrender  and  pardon  was 
by  proclamation  prolonged  from  the  twenty-fourth 
of  June,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  July  ; and  fuch 
were  the  effedls  of  the  meafures  purfued,  that,  ex- 
cepting a partial,  unfupported,  and  ftiprt-lived 
co  n motion  near  the  mountains  in  the  county  of 
Down,  the  intended  infurreclion  was  prevented, 
great  quantities  of  arms  were  collected  from  the 
malecontents,  and  order  fo  reftored  throughout 
Ulfter,  that  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  again 
committed  to  the  civil  power,  and  the  interference 
of  the  military  difcontinued  in  that  province  ge- 
nerally, from  the  month  of  Auguft.  But,  while 
by  a£ls  of  neceffary  rigour,  which  forced  many  of 
its  efficient  members  into  prifon,  exile,  orinaclion, 
the  defigns  of  the  union  were  at  that  time  fruflrat- 
ed,  and  its  plan  fo  diforganized  in  the  northern 
counties  that  the  inferior  focieties  in  general  dii- 
continued  their  meetings,  and  Ulfter  was  far  from 
being  completely  reprefented  in  the  provincial 
committee,*  it  was  extending  in  the  fouthern 
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and  wefiern,  with  alfiduity  and  zeal,  its  improved 
fyftem  of  organization.  To  form  fome  idea  of  this 
extraordinary  fcheme,  a Ihort  retrofpedfive  furvey 
is  requifite. 

The  organization  of  the  focietv  of  United  Irifh- 
men,  which  for  fome  time  was  quite  of  a civil  na- 
ture, is  reprefented  as  having  commenced  in  the 
ipring  of  1792,  and  as  having  been  completed  in 
U lifer  011  the  tenth  of  May,  1795.  In  the  autumn 
of  the  following  year,  when  a reform  of  parliament, 
the  olfenlible  with  all,  and  with  fome  the  real  ob- 
ject, was  regarded  as  not  otherwife  attainable  than 
by  force,  the  affociation  began  to  alfume  a military 
form  ; and  in  April,  1797,  the  number  of  men  in 
Ulft er  alone,  enrolled  for  infurre<5lion,  was,  belide 
others  doubtlefs  ready  to  aflilt  them,  ftated  at 
nearly  a hundred  thoufand,  provided,  fome  with 
fire-arms,  others  with  pikes,  a fiore  of  ammunition, 
and  fome  cannon.*  The  organization  was  reform- 
ed in  Augult  the  fame  year ; but  to;  fpecify  the 
feveral  changes  appears  unnecclfary,  and  to  give 
briefly  the  general  outline  of  the  fylfem,  fufficient. 

The  affociation  confiffed  of  a multitude  of  fo- 
cietics,  linked  clofely  together,  and  afcending  in 
gradation,  like  the  component  parts  of  a pyramid 
or  cone,  to  a common  apex  or  point  of  union.— 
The  lowed  or  Ample  focieties  confiffed  each  origi- 
nally of  thirty-fix,  afterwards  at  molt  of  only 
twelve  men,  as  nearly  as  pofiible  of  the  fame 
neighbourhood,  that  they  might  be  mutually  un- 
der 
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dcr  the  infpe<5lion  one  of  another.  An  aflembly  of 
five  fecretaries,  ieverally  elected  by  five  fimple  fo- 
eieties,  formed  a lower  baronial  committee,  which 
had  the  immediate  fuperintendence  and  manage- 
ment of  thefe  five  focieties.  Ten  delegates,  ele<fi> 
ed  one  from  each  of  ten  lower  baronial,  compofed 
an  upper  baronial  committee,  which  in  like  man- 
ner direfled  the  bufinefs  of  thefe  ten  lower  com- 
mittees. With  the  fame  fuperintendence  over  their 
conftituent  affemblies,  delegates  from  the  upper 
baronial,  one  deputed  from  each,  formed  in  the 
counties, county  committees,  and  inpopuloustowns, 
diftrift  committees ; and  the  provincial  commit- 
tees, one  for  each  of  the  four  provinces,  were  com- 
pofed of  delegates  from  the  diftri£t  and  county 
committees,  two  from  each,  fometimes  three,  when 
the  extent  and  population  of  the  difiridl:  feemed  to 
require  a more  numerous  reprefentatiom  The 
fupreme  and  uncontrouled  command  of  the  whole 
affociation  was  committed  to  a general  executive 
diredlory,  compofed  of  five  perfons,  unknow  n to 
all  excepting  the  four  fecretaries  of  the  provincial 
committees;  for  they  were  ele&ed  by  ballot  in 
thefe  committees,  the  fecretaries  of  which  alone 
examined  the  ballots,  and  notified  the  eledlion  to 
none  except  the  perfons  themfelves  on  whom  it 
fell.  The  orders  of  this  hidden  dire&ing  power 
were  conveyed  through  the  whole  organized  body 
by  not  eafily  difcoverable  chains  of  communica- 
tion. By  one  member  only  of  the  dire&ory  were 
carried  the  mandates  to  one  member  of  each  pro- 
vincial committee,  by  the  latter  feverally  to  the 
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iecretanes  of  the  diftrid  and  county  committees 
in  the  province,  by  thefe  iecretaries  to  thofe  of  the 
upper  baromals,  and  thus  downward  through  the 
lower  baronial  to  the  fimple  focieties. 

The  military  organization  was  grafted  on  the 
civil  of  this  artfully  framed  union.  The  fecretary 
of  each  of  the  fimple  focieties  was  its  non-commib 
fioned  officer,  ferjeant,  or  corporal  ; the  delegate 
of  five  fimple  focieties  to  a lower  baronial  com- 
mittee was  commonly  captain  over  thefe  five,  that 
is,  of  a company  of  fixty  men  ; and  the  delegate 
of  ten  lower  baronial  to  an  upper  or  cHftrid  com- 
mittee, was  generally  colonel,  or  commander  of  a. 
battalion  of  fix  hundred  men,  compof^d  of  the 
fifty  fimple  focieties  under  the  fuperintendence  of 
this  upper  committee.  Out  of  three  perfons, 
whole  names  were  tranfmitted  for  that  purpofe, 
from  the  colonels  of  each  county  to  the  diredory, 
one  was  appointed  by  this  executive  body  to  ad  as. 
adjutant-general  of  that  county,  to  receive  and 
communicate  all  military  orders  from  the  head  of 
the  union  to  the  officers  under  his  jurifdidion. — - 
To  complete  the  fcheme  of  warlike  preparation,  a 
military  committee,  infiituted  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1798,  and  appointed  by  the  diredory,  had 
its  talk  affigned  to  contrive  plans  for  the  diredion 
of  the  national  force,  either  for  the  purpofes  of 
unaided  rebellion,  or  co-operation  with  an  invad- 
ing French  army,  as  occafion  ftiould  require.  Or- 
ders were  iffued  that  the  members  of  the  union 
fhould  furniffi  themfelves,  where  their  circuim 
fiances  allowed  it,  with  fire-arms,  where  not,  with 
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pikes.  To  form  a pecuniary  fund  for  the  various 
expences  of  this  great  revolutionary  machine, 
monthly  fubfcriptions,  according  to  the  zeal  and 
ability  of  the  fubfcribers,  were  colle&ed  in  the 
feveral  focieties,  and  treafurers  appointed  by  fuf- 
frage  for  their  colledion  and  difburfement.* 

From  this  fund  were  fupplied  the  demands  of 
the  emiflaries  commiffioned  to  extend  the  union. 
Of  thefe  confiderable  numbers  were  difpatched 
into  the  fouthern  and  weftern  counties,  in  the  be- 
ginning and  courfe  of  1797,  where,  though  many 
had  been  fworn  into  the  union,  little  progrefs 
for  the  effe&ual  promotion  of  the  fyftem  had 
been  made  before  the  autumn  of  1796;  and  fo 
little  was  made  forfome  time  after,  that  in  May, 
1797,  at  the  eve  of  an  intended  in  furred  ion,  the 
ftrength  of  the  aflbciation  lay,  exclufively  of  Ul- 
fter,  chiefly  in  the  metropolis  and  the  neighbour- 
ing counties  of  Dublin,  Kildare,  Meath,  Weft- 
meath,  and  King’s  county.  This  body  of  politi- 
cal miflioners  received  inftrudions  to  work  on  the 
paffions,  the  prejudices,  and  feelings  of  thofe  to 
whom  they  ftiould  addrefs  themfelves. 

The  lower  claflTes  were  informed  that  by  a revo- 
lution, which,  in  the  eftablifhment  of  a democra- 
tic fyftem  of  government,  would  give  univerfal  fuf- 
fragc  and  equal  rights,  their  condition  would  be 
exalted  and  rendered  far  more  comfortable.  Great 
pains  were  taken,  contrary  to  the  oath  and  origi- 
nal 
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nal  plan  of  United  Iriftimen,  to  revive  the  old  re- 
ligious hatred  of  the  Romanics,  who  conftitute  the 
great  mafs  of  the  people,  where  thefe  emifiaries 
were  fent,  againft  their  proteftant  fellow-fubjedls. 
To  roufe  this  numerous  body  by  terror  and  re- 
fentment  into  a preparation  for  hoftility,  which 
the  chiefs  of  the  union  might  hope  to  turn  to  their 
own  purpofes,  dreadful  accounts  were  invented 
and  induftrioufty  propagated  concerning  the  de~ 
figns  of  the  Orange  affociation,  the  members  of 
which  were  aflferted  to  have  entered  into  engage- 
ments to  exterminate  the  Romanifts,  to  wade 
knee-deep,  or  even,  if  occafion  fhould  require, 
to  ride  faddle-deep  in  their  blood  ; and,  to  im- 
prefs  the  belief  of  this  horrible  falfehood,  fabri- 
cated refolutions  of  Orangemen  were  printed  and 
difperfed.  Reports  were  from  time  to  time  cir- 
culated of  intended  no&urnal  maffacres  of  the 
Romanifts  by  large  troops  of  proteftants  ; and 
fuch  was  the  immediate  effect,  that  the  terrified 
inhabitants  of  the  diftri&s  where  thefe  reports 
were  fpread,  fled  from  their  houfes  at  the  approach 
of  night,  and  u!ay  concealed  in  the  fields  till 
morning. 

Societies  of  Orangemen  took  their  firft  rife  in 
the  county  of  Armagh,  where  a mortal  feud,  ori- 
ginating, as  it  is  faid,  from  a private  quarrel,  had 
fubfifted  fince  the  year  1785,  between  the  low7eft 
clafs  of  the  preibyterians  and  Romanifts.  The 
former,  denominated  peep-of -day  boys,  from  theirap- 
pearing  aflfembled  in  bands  frequently  about  the 
dawn,  having  gained  the  fuperiority,  the  latter  aflfo- 
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elated  under  the  title  of  defenders,  and  feem  to  have 
been  regularly  organized  in  the  year  1789.  Among 
the  outrages  perpetrated  by  thefe  Romanics  was 
the  affaffmation  of  a family  of  the  name  of  Bar- 
clay at  a place  called  Forkhill,  in  the  above-men- 
tioned county,  in  the  year  1791.  The  mailer  of 
the  family,  who  had  been  appointed  to  preiide 
over  a newly  endowed  proteftant  fchool,  his  wife, 
and  his  brother-in-law,  the  two  latter  of  whom 
died  of  their  wounds,  were  maimed  in  a horrid 
manner  ; the  firft  by  the  amputation  of  his  fingers 
and  part  of  his  tongue  ; the  lecond,  a beautiful 
young  woman,  by  the  amputation  of  her  breads, 
her  tongue,  and  the  calves  of  her  legs  ; and  the 
third  by  a fimilar  mutilation.  For  felf-preferva- 
tion  againft  this  religious  confederacy,  which  had 
fpread  itfelf  widely  through  the  neighbouring 
counties,  the  proteflants  of  the  county  of  Armagh 
began  at  length-,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1795,  to  form  affociations  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  Orangemen , a denomination  derived  from 
King  William  the  Third,  Prince  of  Orange,  who 
had  refeued  the  proteflants  of  Ireland  by  his  arms, 
and  given  them  that  afcendancy  which  they  have 
fince  maintained.  After  the  lofs  of  many  lives 
on  both  fides  in  the  conteft,  the  Orangemen  ob- 
tained a decided  fuperiority,  and,  as  muft  be  ex- 
pedled,  the  lower  fort  abufed  their  vi&ory,  expel- 
ling from  their  houfes  and  lands  great  numbers  of 
the  oppofite  party,  who  generally  took  refuge  in 
Connaught.  This  political  afl'oeiation  of  protef- 
frants  was  diffufed  in  1797,  nUo  the  county  of  Mo. 
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naghan,  other  parts  of  Ulfter,  fome  towns  in 
Leinfler,  and  particularly  the  met  opolis,  where 
it  became  general  in  the  beginning  of  the  follow- 
ing year.  Many  men  of  confiderable  rank  had 
now  entered  into  this  confederate  body,  the  objeCl 
of  which  was,  in  a printed  publication,  declared 
to  be  the  prefcrvation  of  public  order,  of  the 
exiting  fyftern  of  government,  and  the  prdteCUori 
of  all  perfons  who  condu&ed  themfelves  with  loy- 
alty, without  regard  to  differences  of  religion. 
They  made  the  mofi  folemn  protefiation,  that  to 
injure  any  perfon  on  account  of  his  religious  opi- 
nion never  entered  their  hearts.  But  fo  fuccefsful 
were  the  agents  of  revolt  in  their  endeavours  to 
counteract  this  proteftation,  that  it  gained  no  cre- 
dit with  the  lower  claffes  of  Romanics.  I took 
once  in  particular  an  opportunity  to  read  the  de- 
claration to  a number  of  my  neighbours  of  this 
defeription,  adding  fome  comments  from  myfelf 
to  perfuade  them  into  a belief  of  its  fmcerity. 
They  laid  among  themfelves,  £C  fee  there  now  ; it 
ci  is  not  as  we  were  told  and  other  words  to  the 
fame  purpofe  ; and  all  Teemed  fatisfied  that  they 
had  been  deceived.  Yet,  when  1 met  fome  of 
them  the  following  dav,  and  fpoke  on  the  fubjeCf , 
they  laid  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  in  fuch 
declarations,  as  Orangemen  had  entered  into 
engagements,  one  with  another,  which  were  kept 
profoundly  fecret  from  all  other  people. 

As  from  the  exorbitant  rents  at  which  the  lands 
of  Ireland  are  in  general  let,  on  account  of  the 
great  monopolies  of  land,  entails,  fettlements,  and 
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bad  cuftoms,  the  payment  of  tithes,  which  are  fo 
unfortunately  modified  as  to  reft  their  weight  al- 
inoft  exclufively  on  tillage,  appears  to  the  cottager, 
(exhausted  by  the  demands  of  his  landlord  and  the 
fervices  and  douceurs  exadled  by  his  landlord’s 
agent,)  an  almoft  intolerable  grievance,  the  agita- 
tors of  revolution  fpoke  moft  forcibly  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  peafantry  on  that  fubjedl,  particularly 
in  the  counties  of  Cork  and  Waterford,  where  the 
difcontent  on  this  account  is  greatcft,  reprefenting 
the  eftabiiftnnent  of  a commonwealth  to  include, 
by  neceffary  confequence,  the  total  abolition  of 
this  hated  fpecies  of  rent.  Why  tithes,  however, 
with  which  the  clergy  have  been  endowed  <e  by 
“ a title  more  ancient  by  ages  than  the  title  of 
<£  any  fubje£l  of  this,  or  any  other  kingdom  in 
€C  Europe,  to  his  particular  landed  eftate,”  * 
ftiould  be  confidered  as  a fitter  objedl  of  confifca- 
tion,  or  abolition,  than  the  other  fpecies  of  rent, 
is  a queftion  for  revolutionifts  to  anfwer.  If  they 
think  fo  becaule  the  property  of  this  defcends  not 
by  hereditary  right  from  father  to  foil,  like  a pri- 
vate eftate,  but  by  another  mode  of  fucceflion, 
the  appointment  of  men  to  offices  in  the  religious 
eftabliffiment  ; let  them  confider  that  about  a 
third  of  the  tithes  of  Ireland  belongs  to  laymen, 
and  is  inherited  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other 
kind  of  rent.  If  the  mode,  by  which  alone  tithes 
are  allowed  by  law  to  be  levied,  is  blameable, 
this  may  be  a reafon  for  a new  modification  or 

d*  com- 


* Duigenan’s  State  of  Ireland,  p.  58. 
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commutation  ; but  cannot  be  a reafon  why  one 
denomination  of  men  fhould  be  deprived  of  their 
property,  and  thofe  of  another  denomination,  who 
have  far  Ids  need  of  it,  the  owners  of  eftates, 
fliould  be  endowed  with  it : for  certainly  an  abo- 
lition of  tithes,  which  in  general  equal  not  the 
twentieth  part  of  the  other  fpecies  of  rent,  could 
bring  only  a temporary  relief  to  the  peafantry, 
unlefs,  together  with  the  abolition,  the  legiflature 
fhould  enadi  that  the  tenants  on  all  eflates  fhould 
continue  to  hold  their  lands,  without  encreafe  of 
rent,  for  ever,  or  for  a long  term  of  years  ; as 
ethqrwife,  on  the  expiration  of  each  leafe,  the 
landlord  would  charge  the  full  value  of  the  tithe, 
in  addition  to  rhe  ordinary  rent,  with  which  alone 
he  muft  ha\re  contented  himfelf  if  the  land  had 
remained  ftill  fubjedi  to  tithe. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  regard  republican 
revolutionifts  as  the  only  defeription  of  men  who 
€onfider  the  revenues  of  the  church  as  a fit  objeft 
of  depredation.  Of  this  the  poiTefiion  of  a third 
of  the  tithes  of  the  kingdom,  acquired  under  the 
old  eftablifhed  monarchy,  by  laymen,  may  per- 
haps be  feme  proof.  The  glebes  of  many  parifhes 
have  in  times  of  profound  peace  been  lurreptiti- 
oufly  curtailed,  or  totally  abforbed  in  the  fur- 
rounding eftates  of  the  gentry.  But,  though  the 
clergy  may  complain  of  the  ufurpation  of  fo  great 
a portion  of  revenue  long  appropriated  to  the 
church,  yet  perhaps  to  the  pofteffion  of  tithes  by 
laymen  may  the  clerical  order  aferibe,  in  fome 
degree,  its  permiffion  to  retain  the  reft.  Men  of 
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fcftates  and  influence,  who  would  molt  willingly 
vote  for  the  abolition  of  this  kind  of  rent,  if  it 
belonged  exelufively  to  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifh- 
ment, are  prevented  from  that  meafure  by  felf- 
intereft,  when  themfelves  are  proprietors  of  tithes. 
That  this  muff  be  the  cafe  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
when  we  fee  fome  men  of  fortune  fo  utterly  averle 
to  the  payment  of  tithes  to  the  clergy,  while  they 
carefully  exa£l  thofe  which  are  their  own  property, 
that  they  avoid,  much  to  their  own  lofs,  the  tillage 
of  the  lands  which  they  immediately  occupy,  left 
they  fhould  augment  the  revenue  of  the  clergy- 
man. Of  this  I mean  to  give  fome  inftanccs  in 
another  publication. 

As  the  emiffaries  of  the  union  intcreftcd  the 
feelings  of  the  peafantrv  with  refpe&  to  tithes,  fo 
alfo  they  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  opinions  of 
the  laity  in  general  againftthe  hieraichy  and  other 
parts  of  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment.  They 
reprefented  that,  while  the  revenues  of  the  Irifh 
prelates  amounted  eolle£lively  to  above  eighty 
thoufand  pounds  a year,  befides  large  fums  levied 
as  fines  on  the  leafes  of  their  lands;  and  while 
the  revenues  of  chapters  and  parochial  clergy 
amounted  to  above  fevenjmndred  thoufand  pounds 
annually  *,  the  vaft  expences  of  this  eftablifhment 
were  ufelefs  for  the  purpofes  of  religion,  or  tha 
encouragement  or  fupport  of  literature  ; fince 
JD  2 pr^r 

* Do&or  Duigenan  in  his  State  of  Ireland,  (London,  1799? 
page  60)  fuppofes  the  whole  revenues  of  the  church  of  every 
nature  fcarcelv  to  amount  te  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 

year. 
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preferments  were  given  folely  from  temporal  or 
political  motives,  without  regard  to  moral  charac- 
ter or  literary  merit  ; and  fince  the  religious  of- 
fices of  the  church  were  performed  for  about 
iixty  thouland  pounds  a year  by  a number  of 
curates  who  laboured  in  penury  and  confequent 
contempt,  for  falaries,  which  compared  to  the 
revenues  of  the  prelates,  demonflrated  a fcandal- 
ous  inequality,  inverfely  proportionate  to  the 
utility  of  their  employments.  To  enter  into  any 
defence  of  the  ecclefiaftical  eflablifhment  is  not 
my  objedt  here,  nor  is  this  a fit  place.  All  human 
regulations  are  liable  to  abufe  ; and  we  muff  ad- 
mit that  attention  to  the  encouragement  of  litera- 
ture and  exemplary  conduct  in  the  parochial 
clergy  in  each  diocefe,  or  the  negledl  of  patronage 
to  thefe  qualifications  effentially  neceflfary  for  the 
honour  of  the  efiablifhed  church,  depends  on  the 
perfonal  character  of  the  bifhop.  Hence  family- 
intereft,  and  political  confiderations  predominate 
far  lefs  in  refpedl  of  clerical  promotions  in  fome 
diocefes  than  in  others.  The  remedy,  however, 
propofed  by  fome,  the  appointment  to  ecclefiaftical 
benefices  by  popular  election  in  the  feveral  pa- 
rifhes,  would  place  affairs  in  a far  worfe  condi- 

t;on. 

year.  I have  in  another  work,  (Gordon’s  Terraquea,  Vol.  iii. 
p.  317,  3 18)  fuppofed  them  at  above  eight  hundred  thoufand, 
including  impropriate  tithes.  Perhaps  both  fuppofitions  may  be 
wide  of  the  reality.  I have  been  long  endeavouring  to  gain 
accurate  information  on  this  fubjedt,  for  an  intended  publication, 
tie  prefent  State  of  the  Church  of  Ireland , which,  when  completed, 
will  be  given  to  the  public. 
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tion.  In  the  prefent  flate  of  landed  property  a 
popular  ele&ion  would  virtually  give  the  abfolute 
nomination  of  the  re£lor  to  the  fquire,  or  land- 
lord, of  the  parifh  ; in  which  cafe  family-interefl 
would  alone  be  confidered,  or  fometimes  perhaps 
qualifications  little  requifite  for  the  proper  dif- 
charge  of  clerical  duties  ; for  infiance,  the  qua- 
lifications of  a jolly  pot'Companion,  a jovial  finger, 
or  a keen  huntfman.  If,  which  is  by  no  means 
to  be  expelled,  the  flate  of  landed  property 
fhould  be  fo  altered  that  parochial  eledlions  might 
be  popular  in  fa£l,  as  well  as  in  name,  the  fuf- 
frages  of  the  parifhioners  being  left  without  control, 
real  merit,  always  unafTuming  and  incapable  of 
ftooping  to  mean  artifice,  would  have  little 
chance  of  fuccefs,  in  competition  with  prefump- 
tuous  effrontery  and  low  intrigue,  among  men 
ill  fitted  to  form  a right  judgment  in  fuch  a cafe, 
and  eafily  deceived  by  impudent  pretenfions  and 
crafty  management. 

Though  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  had  been  cir- 
cumfcribed  much  by  the  precautions  of  the  legif- 
lature,  means  were  found  {fill  to  employ  this 
engine  to  the  augmentation  of  the  popular  difeon- 
tent,  and  difpofition  to  fubvert  the  eftabiifhed 
government.  Two  papers,  called  the  Northern  Star 
and  the  Prefs , were  printed  in  fucceffion  for  that 
purpofe,  and  indufirioufly  circulated.  The  for- 
mer, inftituted  at  Belfaft  in  the  fummer  of  1797, 
was  not  fuppreffed  otherwife  than  fimply  by  an  a£t 
of  military  execution  ; a party  of  foldiers  taking 
poffeflion  of  the  printing-office  and  deflroying  the 
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types : die  latter,  eftablifhed  in  Dublin  toward 
the  clofe  of  the  fame  year,  and  afterwards,  (in 
C-nfequence  of  a new  law,)  rublifbed  under  the 
name  of  Arthur  O’Connor,  as  proprietor,  or  the 
perfon  refponfible  for  its  contents,  who  is  now 
known  to  have  been  then  a member  of  the  Irifh 
diredory,  was  interdided  by  another  ad  of  par- 
liament, which  has  confined  the  liberty  of  print- 
ing and  publifhing  within  very  narrow  limits. 

Another  paper  “ The  Union  Star  appeared  at 
cc  regular  periods,  was  printed  on  one  fide  of  the 
“ paper  to  fit  it  for  being  pafted  on  walls,  and 
<c  frequently  fecond  editions  were  publifhed  of 
<c  the  fame  numbers.  It  chiefly  connfted  of  names 
<c  and  abufive  charadcrs  of  perfons  fuppofed  to. 
“ have  been  informers  againft  United  Irifhmen, 
cc  or  adive  oppofers  of  their  defigns  , and  to  fuch 
cc  lifts  were  generally  added  the  moft  furious  ex- 
<e  hortations  to  the  populace  to  rife  and  rake  ven- 
geance  on  their  oppreffbrs.”  * To  fhew  the 
fpirit  of  this  paper,  privately  printed,  and  induf- 
trioufiy  cireulated,  in  which  was  recommended 
in  plain  terms  the  afTaflination  of  thofe  whom  the 
Union  deemed  enemies  of  their  country,  the  fol- 
lowing extrad  may  be  fufficient  : “ Let  the  in- 

<c  dignation  of  man  be  raifed  againft  the  impious 
“ wretch  who  profanely  affumes  the  title  of 
“ reigning  by  the  grace  of  God , and  impudently 
“ tells  the  world  he  can  do  no  wronv — Irifhmen  ! 

o 

<c  Is  granting  a patent,  and  offering  premiums  to 

“ mur- 
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c<  murderers,  to  depopulate  your  country,  and 
take  your  properties,  no  wrong?  Is  taking  part 
cc  of  the  fpoil  no  wrong  ? Is  the  foreign  ddpot 
cc  incapable  of  wrong,  who  fharpens  the  fword 
£c  that  deprives  you  of  life,  and  expoles  your 
<c  children  to  poverty  and  all  its  confequent  cala- 
<c  mities  ? Oh,  man  ! or  rather  lefs,  O king! 
<c  will  the  fmothered  groans  of  my  countrymen, 
cc  who  in  thy  name  fill  the  innumerable  dungeons 
£C  you  have  made,  for  aliening  the  rights  of  man, 
£C  be  confidered  no  wrongs  ? Will  enlightened 
fC  Irifhmen  believe  you  incapable  of  wrong,  who 
fC  offer  up  the  moll  amiable  of  mankind  daily  on 
£C  the  fcaffold  or  the  gibbet,  to  thy  infatiable  arnbi- 
€f  tion  ? Is  burning  the  villages  of  what  you  call 
fC  your  people,  and  fhooting  the  trembling  fuf- 
i£  ferers,  no  wrong  ? Is  taking  the  church  into 
partnerfhip,  and  encouraging  its  idle  and  vo- 
£C  luptucus  drones  to  defpoil  induflry  of  its  reward, 
“ and  teach  a lying  do&rine  to  fandlion  their  in- 
£C  jufiice,  no  wrong  ? Are  the  continual  wars  you 
<c  engender  and  provoke,  to  deflroy  mankind,  no 
cc  wrong  ? Go,  impious  blafphemer,  and  your 
cc  hypocritical  lbrcerers,  to  the  fate  philofophy, 
juftice,  and  liberty  confign  thee.  It  is  inevi- 
£C  table  , thy  impofitions  are  detected.  Thy  kind 
cc  have  been  brought  to  juftice.  The  firft  profef- 
cc  for  of  thy  trade  has  recently  bled  for  the  crimes 
“ of  the  craft ; his  idle  and  vile  followers,  who 
cc  efcaped  the  national  axe,  are  walking  rliemo- 
<c  rials  of  juftice,  begging  a miferable'  livelihood 
“ over  thofe  countries,  whole  loitering  thrones 
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“ encourage  but  an  uncertain  afylum.  Ere  the 
“ grave,  which  is  opening  for  thy  defpifed  perfon, 
embofoms  thee,  make  one  atonement  for  the  vices 
“ of  thy  predecefTors ; refill  not  the  claims  of  a 
ec  people  reduced  to  every  mifery ; in  thy  name 
“ give  back  the  properties  that  thy  nation  wrefled 
cc  from  a fuffering  people ; and  let  the  defeend- 
cc  entsof  thofe  Engliffi  ruffians  reftore  to  Iriffimen 
cc  their  country,  and  to  their  country,  liberty  : 5tis 
cc  rather  late  to  trifle ; one  fortunate  breeze  may 
Ci  do  it ; and  then,  woe  to  him  who  was  a tyrant, 
or  who  is  unjull  !”  f 

Of  the  Prefs — which  was  conducled  in  afuperiar 
llyle,  and  with  lefs  violence,  yet  with  fo  much  in- 
temperance as  to  accelerate  its  ruin,  together  with 
a rigid  reftri&ion  of  newfpaper  publications,  I 
Hiall  give  only  this  extra£l.  ' The  rule  of  right  is 
cc  a rule  that  in  morals  fhould  never  vary  ; but  in 
cc  thefe  kingdoms,  to  preach  up  royalifm  is  the  belt 
u rule  ; and  the  wifdom  of  government  protedls 
cc  thofe  who  embrace  this  right  fide  of  the  quef- 
'c  tion,  while  it  punifhes  with  equal  rectitude 
£C  thofe  who  maintained  that  a republic  is  the  only 
cc  right  form  of  government : — Let  us  apply  this 
e*  rule  to  the  continent.  France  is  not  a nation  of 
cc  fools;  2nd  fome  among  them  have  as  much 
tc  fenfe  (God  forgive  them)  as  ■*  * * * *, — but  no 
ec  matter.  The  fools  of  France  tell  you  that  mo- 
ce  narchy  is  a coat  of  arms,  whofe  fupporters  are 
?c  the  church  and  the  ariliocracy — its  crefl,  the 

“ bloody 
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<c  bloody  hand — and  its  motto,  Gdi  profanum  vul- 
cc  gus ; but  that  democracy,  not  pod'efiing  thefe 
£C  rampant  wits  is  the  segis  of  wifdom,  whofe  right 
cc  rule  fhould  govern  the  world.  Now  thefe  are 
cc  two  rules  of  right , both  appearing  on  oppofite 
“ principles,  both  pronounced  to  be  the  very  bell 
cc  for  the  government  of  man,  and  each  declared 
<c  fuperior  to  the  other  in  excellence ; yet  a man 
cc  fhall  be  punifhed  alternately  for  obferving  this 
(c  or  that,  according  to  the  air  which  he  breathes.”* 
Such  were  the  effeds  of  the  various  engines  of 
the  union,  that  before  the  end  of  the  year  1797, 
the  peafantry  in  the  middle  and  fouthern  counties 
of  Ireland  were  generally  fworn  into  the  confpi- 
racy,  and  preparing  for  infurredion.  When  the 
liberty  of  publication  in  the  newfpapers  was,  by 
new  ads  of  parliament,  fo  narrowly  circumfcribed 
as  no  longer  to  admit  United  Irilhmen  to  avail 
thcmfelve3  of  this  irioft  valuable  channel  of  com- 
munication, hand-bills  were  privately  printed  and 
difperfed  for  the  conveyance  of  inftrudions  and 
exhortations.  By  this  and  the  oral  modes  of  com- 
munication, inftrudions  were  conveyed  through 
the  whole  body  of  the  aflfociation,  to  abftain  from 
fpirituous  liquors,  that  the  national  confumption 
thereof  might  be  diminifned.  and  confequently  the 
revenue  and  ftrength  of  government,  arifing  from 
that  great  fubjed  of  excife.  In  one  of  the  circular 
hand-bills  a hint  of  an  approaching  neceffity  of 
infurredion  is  followed  by  thefe  words.  <c  In  the 
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ec  preparative  interim  let  fobriety  be  national  and 
<c  unchangeable;  by  abflaining  totally  from  the 
cc  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  you  will  deflroy  the  ex- 
€c  cife,  which  is  the  only  branch  of  revenue  re- 
c<  mairiing,  whence  is  produced  the  principal 
fc  Jlrejigtli  of  government ; you  will  prevent  the 
€i  diflillation  of  grain,  which  confumes  near  double 
cc  the  quantity  that  is  otherwife  ufed  for  the  necef- 
<c  faries  of  life ; you  will  confequently  make  bread 
cc  one-third  cheaper,  benefit  the  community,  and 
<c  embarrafs  your  enemies/5  f The  leaders  of  the 
union  might  have  alfo  had  in  view  the  advantages 
of  fobriety  in  its  members  for  the  promotion  of  its 
ends  ; as  without  it  neither  the  fecrets  entruiled  to 
the  lower  claffes  could  be  fuppofed  fo  fecure,  nor 
their  co-operation  fo  regular  and  efTedlual  when 
order  fhould  be  iffued  to  take  arms.  This  in- 
ftru&ion  was  obeyed  fo  well,  that  a linking  change 
was  quickly  perceived  in  the  generality  of  the 
common  people  from  drunkennefs  to  fobriety — a 
change  which,  for  my  part,  I at  firfl  attributed  to 
another  caufe,  the  fear  of  expofing  themfelves  to 
the  danger  of  arreft  by  the  king’s  troops,  who  had 
orders  to  flop  all  perfons  after  a certain  hour  of 
the  night.  However  biameable  the  purpofe  erf  the 
United  Irifh  leaders  in  this  inflrutlion,  this  parti- 
cular flep  taken  to  promote  that  purpofe  is  not  to 
be  regretted  ; and  the  truell  loyalifls  muff  wifh  its 
effe&  permanent,  fince  any  defeat  of  royal  revenue 
thereby  occafioned  could  be  amply  fupplied  from 

other 
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other  fources,  in  confequence  of  the  habits  of  fo- 
briety  and  order  among  the  lower  people,  with 
which  economy  and  induftry  have  a natural  con- 
nexion. 

Another  inflruXion  given  with  a defign  to  em- 
barrafs  government,  with  refpeX  to  the  public  re- 
venue, could  be  attended  with  no  fuch  good  influ- 
ence. This  was  a caution  againft^the  purchafe  of 
the  quit  rents  of  the  crown,  which  were  to  be  fold 
for  the  rrifmg  of  fupplies,  and  againfl:  the  accept- 
ance of  bank-notes,  or  paper  money,  in  place  of 
coin,  in  pecuniary  dealings.  With  this  deflgn 
were  diftributed  hand-bills,  contrived  for  the  de- 
preciation of  goverment  fecurities  in  general.— 
One  of  thefe,  addrefTed  in  the  name  of  the  United 
Irifhmen  to  the  landed  and  monied  interefts  of 
Ireland,  runs  in  thefe  words.  “ Whereas  it  has 
“ been  propofed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
■c  to  fell  the  quit  rents  of  the  crown,  in  order  to 
fc  raife  new  fupplies  for  the  profecution  of  this 
“ unjuft,  unneceffary,  and  ruinous  war : Now  we, 
4C  the  United  Irifhmen,  impelled  by  a fenfe  of 
c<  public  duty  and  fincere  regard  to  the  rights  of 
“ property , think  fit  to  give  you  this  public  cau- 
<c  tion,  that  no  fuch  fraudulent  tranfaXion,  con^ 
cc  fuming  by  anticipation  the  refources  and  future 
“ revenues  of  the  nation,  will  be  fufficient  to  Hand 
“ good  in  the  event  of  a revolution  and  a free  le- 
“ giflature  ; a fair  and  folid  bargain  mull  have 
“ the  fanXion  of  due  authority : but  this,  as  well 
“ as  every  other  loan  or  contraX  now  in  agitation, 
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*c  is  in  itfelf  invalidated  by  the  nefarioufnefs  of  its 
cc  objed,  and  the  incompetency  of  theprefent  par- 
“ liament  to  bind  the  nation  by  any  a 61  whatfo- 
(C  ever,  as  it  is  notorious  to  the  whole  world  that 
Ci  it  was  named  by  the  crown  under  the  terrors  of 
<c  martial  lazv ; that  there  exifts  in  it  no  freedom 
<c  of  adion — but  that  it  is  the  bought  bafe  inftru- 
<c  ment  of  fupporting  an  exterminating  govern- 
cc  ment  and  foreign  dominion.  After  this  lei  the 
“ dupes  blame  themjelves  ” 

Of  a hand-bill  diffributed  with  defign  to  obr 
ffrud  the  circulation  of  bank-notes,  and  termed  a 
caution  to  the  brethren,  the  following  is  an  ex- 
trad.  cc  Thofe  appointed  by  you  to  fuperintend 
“ your  intereffs,  have  from  time  to  time  fent  you 
“ fuch  advice  or  information  as  they  were  enabled, 
cc  from  reflexion  or  enquiry,  to  offer  for  your  ad- 
“ vantage  and  the  general  good.  Still  aduated 
<c  by  the  fame  principle  of  zeal  and  fidelity,  they 
“ deem  it  their  duty  to  caution  you  againft  the 
immenfe  quantity  of  bank-notes  which  govern- 
ment  is  fabricating  without  bounds.  We  need 
cc  not  tell  you  that  the  value  of  any  bank-no.te  r.efts 
cc  upon  the  credit  of  him  who  iffiies  it.  And  in 
<c  our  opinion,  the  bluer  of  this  paper  is  a bank- 
“ rupt,  who,  in  all  likelihood,  muff  ihortly  ftiyt 
“ up  and  run  away.  The  prefent  convenience  of 
4C  circulation  will  be  but  poor  a mends  for  the  fub- 
fequent  beggary  and  ruin  it  will  bring  on  the 
holders ; for  you  know  that  it  will  be  waffe 
paper,  and  muff  flop  fomewhere  as  foon  as  there 
k is- a bur  ft,  and  that  the  poflTcffor  (God  help  him) 
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se  v/ill  be  robbed  of  fo  much  property  as  he  has 
<c  taken  it  for/Jf  In  confequence  of  this  monition 
the  members  of  the  union,  and  thofe  who  were 
influenced  by  them,  declined  the  acceptance  of 
this  paper  money,  and  great  inconvenience  was 
felt  in  pecuniary  tranfadlions  ; but  the  circulation 
was  forced,  for  the  tender  of  bank-notes  amounted 
to  legal  payment,  the  rejediion  of  which  cancelled 
the  debt  ; and  thofe  who  refufed  to  part  with  their 
goods  for  money  of  this  defcription,  were  liable  to 
be  heavily  amerced  by  the  quartering  of  foldiers 
on  their  houfes. 

Hand -bills  alfo  were  employed  to  aflift  the  emii- 
faries  in  attempts  to  feduce  the  army — attempts 
which  had  commenced  fo  early  as  the  year  1792, 
but  which  were,  by  the  adlive  circumfpedlion  of 
government,  particularly  that  mod  wife  meafure 
of  augmenting  the  pay  of  the  military,  rendered 
abortive.  Of  one  of  thefe  diflributed  papers, 
flgned  Skamroc,  dated  the  twenty-feventh  of  March, 
1798,  and  addreflfed  from  Weflmeath  to  the  fol- 
diers of  Ireland,  calculated  to  interefl  the  feelings 
of  thefe  men,  the  following  is  an  extradl.  £C  My 
“ countrymen,  what  can  you  fay  when  you  hear 
<c  of  feenes  of  blood  adlingon  the  fpot  where  your 
“ native  hamlets  once  flood,  but  now  no  more  : 
ce  their  owners,  your  friends,  either  fent  to  feek. 
cc  repofe  in  the  grave  by  the  hands  of  thefe  villain- 
“ ous  Orange  murderers,  or  immured  in  the  damp 
“ and  dreary  dungeons  of  the  baftilesof  thiscoun- 

<c  try. 
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c;  try,  pining  in  chili  defpondency,  waiting  for  a 
“ trial  feldom  obtained,  and  when  obtained,  ac- 
<c  quitted,  after  years  of  dreary  folitary  confine- 
<f  ment ! ! Some  hurried  on  board  prifon-fhips— ■ 
<c  fome  aflually  tranfported  to  the  fettlements  on 
“ the  coaft  of  Africa — others  fent  to  ferve  in  the 
“ Weft  Indies,  certain  vidlims  to  the  climate,  or 
“ left  to  rot,  chained  in  the  hold  of  a filthy  coaft- 
“ ing  veffel  ! your  wives  defpoiled  to  gratify  the 
“ infatiable  luft  of  thefe  ravifhers  !- — And  thefe 
<c  fcenes,  my  coantrymen,  fuffered  to  go  unpu- 
<c  nifhed  by  thofe  in  power,  whom  you  proteft ; 
“ to  whofe  frowns  your  array  adds  terror ; to 
<c  whom  you  give  your  fupport : for  unlef3  you 
“ pleafe,  they  vanifh;  without  your  protection 
“ thefe  defpots  fall — thefe  defolators,  that  each 
“ day  refine  on  fuch  bloody  deeds,  would  perifh, 
“ and  your  country  be  free.  My  brave  countrv- 
cc  men,  do  not  let  the  world  call  us  daftards:  no, 
cc  let  us  fhew  the  world  we  are  men,  and,  above 
cc  all,  that  we  are  Irifhmen.  Let  every  man 
“ among  you  feel  the  injuries  your  country,  your- 
<c  felves  have  fuffered ; the  infults  you  have  re- 
cc  ceived,  the  ftripes  that  have  been  dealt  with  an 
cc  unmerciful  hand  on  thofe  brave  comrades  who 
ec  dared  to  think  and  feel  for  their  country — If 
“ you  do,  the  glorious  tvork  will  be  complete,  and 
cc  in  the  union  of  the  citizen  and  his  brave  fellow- 
cc  foldier,  the  world  (hitherto  taught  to  look  down 
“ upon  us  with  contempt)  will  fee  that  we  cart 
“ emancipate  our  country  ; we  will  convince  fur- 
“ rounding  nations  that  Irifh  foldiers  have  avow- 
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C(  ed  and  adopted  a maxim  they  will  maintain,  or 
ee  perifh — namely,  that  every  man  Jhould  he  a foidier 
*■  in  defence  of  his  liberty , but  none  to  take  away  the 
“ liberty  of  others.”  * 

While  every  engine  of  internal  oppolition  againft 
government  was  put  in  motion,  the  Irifh  diredory 
maintained  a conllant  intercourfe  with  the  French, 
whofe  aid  for  the  aeeomplifnment  of  the  revolu- 
tion was  earneftly  folicited.  After  l'everal  more 
early  communications  between  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  union  and  thofe  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, by  the  medium  of  fome  Irilli  fugitives  at 
Paris,  a formal  intimation  in  1796,  as  I have  al- 
ready mentioned,  was  given  by  one  of  thofe  fugi- 
tives, fuppofed  to  be  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  that, 
on  a reprefentation  of  the  flate  affairs,  the  French 
diredory  had  come  to  a refolution  to  fend  a force 
into  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  co-operating  with 
that  of  the  confpirators.  Acquiefcing  in  this  pro- 
pofal,  after  an  extraordinary  meeting  for  its  confi- 
deration,  the  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy  fent'  with 
this  advice  a meiTenger,  faid  to  be  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  who,  accompanied  by  Arthur  O’Con- 
nor, went  by  Hamburgh  to  Switzerland,  where, 
near  the  French  frontier,  he  metHoche,thc  French 
general,  and  is  thought  to  have  there  concerted 
with  him  the  plan  of  operation.  In  the  Odober 
of  the  fame  year  an  accredited  meiTenger  arrived 
in  Ireland  from  France,  announcing  the  deiign  of 
invafion  with  an  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  men, 

which 
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which  was  attempted  near  the  end  of  the  follow- 
ing December,  in  the  abortive  expedition  to  the 
bay  of  Bantry.  Tofolicit  the  affiftance  of  another 
armament  from  France,  which  had  been  expected 
after  the  failure  of  the  firft,  a confidential  agent, 
named  Lewins,  was  deputed,  who,  leaving  London 
in  March,  1797,  and  palling  through  Hamburgh, 
arrived  about  the  end  of  May  in  Paris,  where  he 
afterwards  remained  as  the  ambaffador  of  the  Iriiht 
union  to  the  French  dire<5tory. 

Fiom  a fear  that  a premature  infurre&ion,  un- 
aided from  abroad,  the  fuppreffion  of  which  might 
\ ruin  their  fcheme,  fhould  be  forced  by  the  vigor- 
ous meafures,  already  related,  adopted  by  govern- 
ment in  the  province  of  Ulfier-—  a mofi  confiden- 
tial member  of  the  dire&ory,  Dodlor  William- 
james  M’Nevin,  who  had  adled  as  the  fecretary 
of  this  ruling  committee,  was,  at  the  end  of  June, 
in  the  fame  year,  fent  with  orders  to  prefs  the 
French  government  with  redoubled  earneftnefs  for 
immediate  aid.  Meeting  at  Hamburgh  with  an 
agent  of  the  French  republic,  and  finding  fome 
difficulty  in  the  procuring  of  a paffport,  M’He- 
vin  tranfmitted  a memorial  by  this  agent  to  Paris, 
where  he  himfelf  afterwards  delivered  a fecond, 
having  obtained  permiffion  to  proceed  on  his 
journey.  In  the  former  of  thefe  memoirs  were 
made  a ftatement  of  the  condition  of  the  United 
Irilh,  and  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  French  auxiliaries  ; a promife  of  re- 
imburfement  to  the  French  government  of  its  ex- 
pellees in  the  emancipation  of  Ireland,  and  a de- 
mand 
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maiid  of  a body  of  troops  not  exceeding  ten  thou- 
fand  men,  nor  falling  fhort  of  five  thoufand,  with 
artillery,  ammunition,  and  arms  for  the  fupply  of 
the  infurgents.  In  the  latter  was  adduced  every 
argument  which  the  writer  conceived,  for  the  haf- 
tening  of  the  expedition.  A requeft,  which  en- 
tirely failed,  was  alfo  made  by  the  Irifh  negoci- 
ators,  of  a loan  of  half  a million,  or  at  leaf:  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  from  France  and  Spain 
iucceffively,  on  the  fecurity  of  the  ecciefiaftical  and 
other  lands  defiined  for  confifcation  by  the  revo- 
lutionist The  alliance,  however,  of  a military 
force  was  conceded,  and  an  army  much  greater 
than  had  been  requefted,  coniifiing  of  fifteen  thou- 
fand men,  was  embarked  for  this  purpofe  in  a 
Dutch  fleet  at  the  Texel,  under  the  command  of 
General  Daendells;  but  the  fear  of  the  Britifh. 
navy,  fuperior  in  firength,  occafioned  a hidden 
debarkation  of  thefe  troops ; and  when,  contrary 
to  the  judgment  of  its  admiral,  this  armament  was 
obliged  to  fail  at  the  inftance  of  the  French  direc- 
tory, it  was  totally  defeated,  on  the  eleventh  of 
October,  1797,  by  a fquadron  of  Britifh  veffels 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan. 

Still  after  this  difappointment,  hopes  of  new  fuc- 
cours  from  France  were  feduloufly  encouraged, 
and  the  members  of  the  union  adrnonifhed  to  be  in 
a hate  of  preparation  to  receive  them.  In  Febru- 
ary,  1798,  iiiru&ions  in  detail  were  iffiied  from 
the  military  committee  to  the  adjutant-generals, 
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concerning  the  modes  of  preparing  for  open’war- 
fare  againft  government, . and  to  the  leveral  regi- 
ments concerning  their  arms  and  appointments. — - 
To  extend  the  organization,  to  augment  the  mili- 
tary flores,  and  to  add  in  every  way  to  the  llrength 
of  the  confpiracy,  continued  to  be  the  immediate 
object  of  its  partifans  till  the  arrival  of  their  allies; 
and  the  fyflem  of  terror,  by  nocturnal  plundering 
of  arms,  individual  affafTmation,  and  other  kinds  of 
outrage,  which  had  been  adopted  in  the  north,  was 
put  in  practice  in  the  fouth.  To  give  a catalogue 
of  all  the  particular  acts  of  atrocity  which  have 
come  within  my  knowledge,  committed  on  obnox- 
ious perfons,  would  trefpafs  on  the  reader’s  pati- 
ence, and  add  very  little  to  his  information.  I 
fhall  mention  one,  as  an  inflance,  which  happened 
not  many  miles  from  my  place  of  abode.  The 
flacks  of  corn  and  the  offices  of  a gentlewoman 
named  Sherwood,  near  Carnew,  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  whole  family  were  in  the  habit  offpeak- 
ing  in  very  intemperate  language  againll  the  Ro- 
rnanifts,  were  fet  on  fire  at  once  in  the  night  by 
perfons  unknown,  and  wholly  confumed,  with 
twenty  cows,  befide  horfes  and  other  cattle,  the 
bellowings  of  which,  amid  the  flames,  were  truly 
horrible.  The  dwelling-houfe,  with  its  inhabit- 
ants, would  have  probably  ffiared  the  fame  fate, 
if  the  fire  could  have  communicated  to  it  on  the 
outfide,  from  which  it  was  protedled  by  the  Hated 
roof. 

But  while  on  one  fide  the  chiefs  of  the  United 
Irifh  proceeded  in  their  plans,  with  a refolution  to 
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avoid,  if  pcfhble,  an  infurredtion  till,  by  the  land- 
ing of  the  French  auxiliaries,  or  fome  other  fa- 
vourable event,  their  profpedl  of  fuccefs  might  be 
nearly  certain  or  highly  probable,  the  government, 
on  the  other,  was  determined  to  disorganize  their 
fyflem,  if  poiiible,  and  to  deftroy  the  firength  of 
the  confpiracy,  before  fuch  an  event  fhould  occur. 
After  the  proclaiming  of  many  diflridfs  in  the 
fouthern  and  midland  counties,  the  imprifonment 
and  tranfportation  of  many  perfons,  and  other  adts 
of  power,  a very  fevere  wound  was  inflidled  on  the 
union  by  the  arrefi:  of  the  thirteen  members  com- 
pofmg  the  provincial  committee  of  Leinfler,  with 
other  principals  of  the  confpiracy,  at  the  houfe  of 
Oliver  Bond  of  Bridge-ftreet,  in  Dublin,  on  the 
twelfth  of  March.  This  arrefi:  was  grounded  on 
the  information  of  Thomas  Reynolds,  a Roman 
catholic  gentleman,  of  a place  called  Kilkea-caf- 
tle,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  colonel  of  a United 
Irifh  regiment,  treafurer  of  the  county  of  Kildare, 
and  provincial  delegate  for  Leinfler,  who  having 
travelled  in  the  fame  carriage  with  William  Cope, 
a wealthy  and  refpedtable  merchant  of  Merrion- 
fquare,  in  Dublin,  about  the  twenty-  fifth  of  the  pre- 
ceding month,  had  been  induced  by  the  arguments 
of  that  gentleman,  and  the  pidlure  which  he  drew 
of  the  horrors  of  a revolutionary  war  in  Ireland, 
to  difeiofefor  the  ufe  of  government  what  he  knew 
of  the  confpiracy — pretending,  however,  to  receive 
from  time  to  time  his  information  from  another 
perfon,  not  to  be  himfelf  the  original  informer. — 
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In  this  arreft  were  included  the  mod  able  and  ac- 
tive leaders  of  the  union — Thomas  Addis  Emmet, 
a lawyer  of  -prime  abilities ; Dodor  William- 
jaincs  M’Ncvin  , Arthur  O'Connor;  and  Oliver 
Bond.  The  vacancies  made  in  the  diredory  and 
el fe where,  by  the  feizure  of  thefe  and  other  perfons, 
were  quickly  filled,  but  with  men  lefs  fit  for  the 
arduous  attempt  of  overturning  an  old  government, 
and  efiablifhing  a new.  To  prevent  a defpondency 
among  the  members  of  the  union  on  this  occafion, 
a hand-bill,  dated  on  St.  Patrick’s  day,  the  feven- 
teenth  of  March,  was  difiributed,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extrad. 

“ For  us,  the  keen  but  momentary  anxiety,  oc- 
“ cafioned  by  the  fituation  of  our  invaluable 
<c  friends,  fubfided,  on  learning  all  the  circum- 
“ fiances  of  the  cafe,  into  a calm  tranquillity,  a 
c;  confoling  convidion  of  mind,  that  they  are  as 
cc  fafe  as  innocence  can  make  them  now* ; and  to 
cc  thefe  fentiments  were  quickly  added  a redoubled 
cc  energy,  a tenfold  adivity  of  exertion,  which  has 
'c  already  produced  the  happieft  cffeds.  The  or - 
ganization  of  the  capital  isperfed.  No  vacancies 
exifting,  arrangements  have  been  made,  and  are 
wv  fiill  making,  to  fecure  for  our  opprefted  bre- 
£‘  thren,  whofe  trials  approach,  the  benefit  of  legal 
“ defence  ; and  the  centinels  whom  you  have  ap- 
“ pointed  to  watch  over  your  interefis,  fiand  firm 
“ at  their  pofts,  vigilant  of  events,  and  prompt  to 
give  you  notice  and  advice,  which,  on  every 
“ occafion  at  all  requiring  it,  rely  on  receiving. — 
°r  This  recital,  Irifiimen,  is  meant  to  guard  thofe 
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££  of  you  who  are  remote  from  thefcene  of  the  late 
££  events,  againft  the  confequences  of  mifrepre- 
<c  fenration  and  miftake.  The  moft  unfounded 
cc  rumours  have  been  fet  afloat,  fabricated  for  the 
££  double  purpofe  of  delufion  and  intimidation. 
££  Your  enemies  talk  of  treachery,  in  the  vain  and 
££  fallacious  hope  of  creating  it;  but  you,  who 
“ fcorn  equally  to  be  their  dupes  or  their  {laves, 
<c  will  meet  their  forgeries  with  dignified  con- 
ce  tempt,  incapable  of  being  either  goaded  into 
££  untimely  violence,  or  funk  into  pufillanimous 
£C  defpondency.  Ee  firm,  Irilhmen — but  be  cool 
cc  and  cautious ; be  patient  yet  a while  ; truft  to 
££  no  unauthorifed  communications;  and  above 
££  all,  we  warn  you — again  and  again  we  warn 
“ you — againft  doing  the  work  of  your  tyrants,  by 
<c  premature , by  partial,  or  divided  exertion.  If 
cc  Ireland  fhall  be  forced  to  throw  away  the  fcab- 
££  bard,  let  it  be  at  her  own  time , not  at  theirs * 
Thia  and  the  other  arrefts,  and  other  ftrong  mea- 
fures  to  which  the  government  had  hitherto  had  re- 
courfe,  tho’  very  debilitating  to  the  confpiracy, were 
far  from  fufficient  to  deftroy  its  force,  or  prevent  its 
final  fuccefs.  Partialproclamations,or  the  putting  of 
diftri&s  under  the  feverity  of  the  new  laws  enabled 
to  prevent  infurredlion,  had  only  a partial  effe<ft; 
the  audacity  of  the  united  in  Leinfter  and  Mun- 
fter  yielding  fo  little  on  the  whole  amount,  that 
many  acts  of  hoftility  were  committed  againft  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  by  men  affembled  in  large 

numbers ; 
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numbers  ; an  inftance  of  which  has  been  thought 
worthy  of  notice  in  the  report  of  the  fecret  com- 
mittee of  the. com  moils  houfe  of  parliament ; that 
a body  of  men  amounting  to  about  eight  hundred, 
xnoflly  on  horfeback,.  had  entered  the  town  of 
Cahir,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  openly  in  the 
day,  and  held  pofleffion  of  it  until  they  colle&c-d 
all  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  they  could 
find  after  a regular  fearch  through  all  the  houfes. 
At  length  recourfe  was  had  to  a general  proclama- 
tion and  military  execution.  In  theformerj  dated 
March  the  thirtieth,  1798,  was  a declaration,  thac 
a traitorous  confpiracy,  exifting  within  the  king* 
dom  for  the  aeftru&ion  of  the  eftabiiffied  govern* 
ment,  had  been  confiderably  extended,  and  had 
manifefled  itfelf  in  ads  of  open  violence  and  re- 
bellion ; and  that  in  confequence  thereof  the  moil 
dired  and  pofitive  orders  had  been  iffued  to  the 
officers  commanding  his  Majeffy’s  forces  to  eim 
ploy  them  with  the  utmofl  vigour  and  decifion,for 
the  immediate  fuppreffion  of  this  confpiracy,  and 
for  the  difarming  of  the  rebels  and  all  difaffedcd, 
perfons,  by  the  mof!  fummary  and  effie&ual  mea, 
fures.  To  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  then  chief 
commander  of  the  forces,  orders  were  iffued  from 
the  lord  lieutenant  to  proceed  with  his  army  into 
the  diflurbed  counties,  vefled  with  full  powers  to 
ad  according  to  his  difcretion  for  the  attainment 
of  the  propofed  objed.  A manifefto,  dated  from 
his  headquarters  at  Kildare,  the  third  of  April, 
was  addrelfed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  by 
the  general,  requiring  them  to  furrender  their 
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arms  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days  from  the  date  of  the 
notice,  threatening,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance,  to 
diftribute  large  bodies  of  troops  among  them  to 
live  at  free  quarter — promifmg  rewards  to  fuch  as 
would  give  information  of  concealed  arms  or  am- 
munition— and  denouncing  his  resolution  of  re- 
curring to  other  Severities  if  the  county  Should  (till 
continue  in  a disturbed  hate.  f 

On  the  advance  of  the  military  into  each  county, 
the  fame  notice  was  given  to  its  inhabitants,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  the  termprefcribed,  the  troops 
were  quartered  on  the  houfes  of  the  diSafie&ed.or 
fufpe&ed,  in  numbers  proportioned  to  the  fuppof- 
ed  guilt  and  ability  of  the  owners,  whofe  pecuni- 
ary circumflances  were  often  deeply  injured  by  the 
maintenance  of  the  Soldiery and  the  wafte  which 
was  otherwife  made  of  their  elfe&s.  Great  num- 
bers of  houfes,  with  their  furniture,  were  burned 
where  concealed  arms  were  found — where  meet- 
ings of  the  united  had  been  held,  or  whofe  occu- 
pants had  been  guilty  of  the  fabrication  of  pikes, 
or  of  other  p radices  for  the  promotion  of  the  com 
fpiracy.  Many  of  the  common  people,  and  Some 
even  in  circumftances  of  life  fuperior  to  that  clafs, 
particularly  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  were  Scourged, 
Some  picketed,  or  otherwife  put  to  pain,  to  force  a 
confefiion  of  concealed  arms  or  plots.  Some  irre- 
gularities may  naturally  be  fuppofed  alfo  commit- 
ted by  common  Soldiers,  without  the  approbation 
qr  knowledge  of  their  officers,  in  fuch  a hate  of 

affairs. 


f Appendix  to  the  report,  See.  Nos.  36  and  37. 
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affairs,  and  many  a£ls  of  feverity  by  perfonsnot  in 
the  regular  troops — fome  from  an  unfeigned,  and 
others  from  an  affe£led  zeal  for  the  fen/ice  of  the 
crown.  Thefe  various  vexations  amounted  on  the 
whole  to  fuch  a mafs  of  difquietude  and  diftuefs* 
that  the  exhortations  of  the  chiefs  to  bear  their 
evils  with  Heady  patience,  until  an  opportunity  of 
fuccefsful  infurre&ion  ffiokild  occur,  proved  vain 
with  the  lower  claffes.  Such  numbers  of  thefe  in 
the  months  of  April  and  May  were  furrendering 
their  arms,  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  giv- 
ing information  againH  their  officers  and  fcduccrs, 
particularly  in  the  counties  of  Kildare  and  Tip- 
perary, which  were  by  thefe  means  in  great  mea- 
fure  diforganized,  that  the  chiefs  of  the  union* 
fearing  a total  derangement  of  their  fcheme,  and 
deftru£lion  of  their  force,  before  a favourable  op- 
portunity of  revolt  fhould  arrive,  came  to  a deter- 
mination to  try  their  Hrengih  again!!  government* 
without  the  affiftance  of  their  French  allies,  and  a 
plan  for  the  purpofe  was  accordingly  digefted  by 
the  military  committee. 

To  authorize  the  burning  of  houfes  and  furni- 
ture, the  wifdom  of  adminiflration  may  have  feen 
as  good  reafon  as  for  other  a£ls  of  feverity,  though 
to  me  and  many  others  that  reafon  is  not  clear* 
Thefe  burnings  doubtlefs  caufed  no  frnall  terror 
and  confternation  to  the  difaffe£led,  but  they 
caufed  alfo  a lofs  to  the  community  at  large,  ren- 
dered many  quite  defperate  who  were  deprived  of 
all,  and  augmented  the  violence  of  hatred  in  thofe 
among  whom  thefe  houfelefs  people  took  refuge. 

Probably 
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Probably  in  this,  as  in  other  cafes,  the  lower  aflors 
in  the  political  feene  fometimes  exceeded  the  li- 
mits within  which  the  wifdom  of  adminifiration 
would  have  confined  them,  if  that  had  been  prac- 
ticable, after  thefe  had  once  been  veiled  with  au- 
thority* Some  of  the  loweil  adlors  were  in  fa£t 
ready  enough  in  other  eafes  to  exceed  fuch  limits* 
Men  imprifoned  on  fufpieion,  or  private  informa- 
tion, were  lometimes  half-hanged,  (as  the  aV  was 
termed,)  or  firangled  almofi  to  death,  before  their 
guilt  or  innocence  could  be  afeertained  by  trial, 
by  fuch  men  as  ferjeants  in  the  militia,  without  the 
knowledge,  as  I fuppofe,  of  their  officers.  Re- 
lieving loyalifis  were  much  concerned  at  the  per- 
miflion  or  impunity  of  fuch  aVs,  which  tended  fo 
firongly  to  confirm  the  prejudices  already  fo  labo- 
rioufiy  excited  by  the  emiifaries  of  fedition. 

Among  the  caufes  which,  in  the  troubled  inter- 
val of  time  previous  to  the  grand  infurreVion,  con- 
tributed to  the  general  uneafinefs,  were  the  infults 
praclifed  by  pretended  zealots,  to  the  annoyance 
of  the  truefi  loyalifis  as  well  as  malecontents,  on 
perfons  who.  ware  their  hair  fiiort,  or  happened  to 
have  any  part  of  their  apparel  of  a green  colour, 
both  of  which  were  confidered  as  emblems  of  a re- 
publican or  of  a revolutionary  fpirit.  Short  unpow- 
dered hair  had  been  afieVed  by  perfons  in  Britain, 
fuppofed  to  be  republicans  ; yet  the  fame  was  alfo 
worn  by  many  loyalifis  for  convenience.!  The  term 

croppy , 

f Short  hair,  about  which  fo  fenfelefs  a buftle  was  made,  was 
found  fo  convenient,  that  it  was  generally  adopted  after  the  re- 
bellion*  even  by  thofe  who  had  infligated  outrages  on  account 
of  it. 
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croppy,  however,  was  adopted  in  Ireland  to  fignify 
a revolution!#,  or  ' enemy  to  the  eftablifhed  go- 
vernment, \vrthout  regard  to  the  length  or  form  of 
the  hair.  As  green  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Xrifh  malecontents  as  the  revolutionary  colour,  in 
imitation  of  the  fhamroc,  it  was  juflly  an  objedl  of 
reprobation,  when  worn  intentionally  as  a badge 
of  party  ; but  accidentally,  and  without  reflexion 
on  the  confequence,  many  loyalifts,  particularly 
among  the  fair  fex,  had  this  colour  in  fome  part  of 
their  drefs,  as  handkerchiefs  with  green  flripes, 
green  bonnets,  green  petticoats,  green  ribbons,  or 
green  fhoes.  Perfons  of  malevolent  minds  took 
advantage  of  thefe  circumflances  to  indulge  their 
general  malignity  or  private  malice,  when  they 
could  with  impunity.  On  the  heads  of  many 
who  were  feledledas  obje&s  of  outrage,  were  fixed- 
caps  of  coarfe  linen  or  flrong  brown  paper,  fmear- 
ed  with  pitch  on  the  infide,  which  in  fome  in- 
fiances  adhered  fo  firmly  as  not  to  be  difengaged 
without  a laceration  of  the  hair  and  even  fkin. 
An  infult  of  this  kind  attempted  on  a miflaken, 
objecl  in  Wicklow,  in  April,  1798,  was  in  danger 
of  being  followed  by  fatal  effects.  A detachment 
of  the  North-Cork  militia  in  their  march  to  Gorey, 
meeting  and  beginning  to  maltreat  a foldier  with 
fhort  hair  of  the  Downfhire  militia,  who,  being  fer- 
vant  to  an  officer,  was  not  at  the  time  dreffcd  in 
military  uniform,  were  furioufly  repulfed  by  fome 
of  the  Downfhire  foldiers,  who  ran  to  the  refcue  of 
their  colleague,  and  a bloody  confli£l  would  have 
enfued,  if  it  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  exv 
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traordinary  exertions  of  the  officers  on  both  fides, 
three  of  whom,  befide  many  of  the  foldiers,  were 
wounded  in  the  fray. 

Among  the  fpecies  of  Injuries  to  which  men 
were  innocently  expofed,  in  the  turbid  (late  of  the 
“kingdom  preceding  the  grand  infurre&ion,  was  this, 
that  numbers  ofmalignant  perfons,moftly,  I fappofe, 
perhaps  all,  of  the  united  party,  made  it  a pra&ice 
to  feize  violently  fuch  as  they  thought  proper,  or 
were  able,  and  to  crop  or  cut  their  hair  fhort, 
which  rendered  them  liable  to  the  outrage  of  the 
pitched  cap  of  thofe  who  were,  or  rather  pretended 
to  be,  ftrenuous  partisans  of  the  eftablifhed  confti- 
tution.  Handkerchiefs,  ribbons,  and  other  parts 
of  drefs  marked  with  the  obnoxious  colour,  were 
torn  or  cut  away  from  females  u.nconfcious  of  dis- 
loyalty, and  undehgnedly  bearing  the  imaginary 
badge.  Various  other  violent  adls  tvere  commit- 
ted, io  far  as  to  cut  away  pieces  of  men’s  ears,  even 
fometimes  the  whole  ear,  or  a part  of  the  nofe : 
nor  could  the  ftauncheft  loyalifts  be  certain  always 
of  exemption  from  infult  by  being  clear  of  all  im- 
aginary marks  of  difloyalty  ; for  on  the  arrival  of 
a detachment  of  the  army  in  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  inhabitants  were  unknown  to  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  which  was  almoft  always  the? 
cafe,  private  malice  was  apt  to  convey  in  whifpers 
falfe  intelligence,  marking  individuals,  perhaps  the 
bell  members  of  fociety,  as  proper  objedls  of  mili- 
tary outrage. 

That  thofe  who  wrere  molt  adlive  to  commit 
thefe  outrages,  or  to  iniligate  others  to  the  com* 
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million  of  them,  were  not  the  beft  friends  of  go- 
vernment, I have  good  reafon  to  fuppofe.  Their 
condudf,  whatever  may  have  be^n  their  motives, 
was  evidently  adapted  to  augment  the  number 
and  rage  of  the  malcontents,  which,  in  concur- 
rence with  other  circumftances,  might  have  pro- 
duced very  fatal  effects  : betides  that  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  when  the  great  infurredion  took  place, 
and  government  flood  in  need  of  the  moft  vigo- 
rous exertions  of  its  friends,  moft  of  thefe  agita- 
tors of  infult  ftood  aloof,  and  the  reft,  fo  far  as 
my  experience  and  information  extends,  were 
very  fhy  in  their  movements  againft  the  rebels, 
and  cautious  of  their  perfonal  fafety  ; a conduct, 
which  implied  either  a defedt  of  courage  or  of 
loyalty*  The  following  inftance  of  this  mode  of 
proceeding  touches  the  extreme.  A young  gen- 
tleman of  a robuft  frame  and  healthy  conftitution, 
a furious  dcclaimer  againft  croppies,  and  a private 
inftigator  of  military  infult,  fled  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  infurredlion  to  a town  twenty  miles 
di ftant  from  the  lines  of  the  rebels,  wherq  he. 
remained  very  quiet  until  the  rebellion  was  totally 
fupprefTed  : he  then  returned  to  his  habitation, 
and  with  becoming  modefty  refumed  his  former 
.language  of  oftentatious  loyalty,  together  with  a 
flaming  fuit  of  military  uniform,  and  a martial' air. 

By  the  fyftem  of  fecret  accufation  and  efpio- 
r.age,  neceflarily  adopted,  with  other  extraor- 
dinary meafures,  in  this  dangerous  crifis,  govern- 
ment unavoidably  made  ample  room  for  the  ex- 
ertions of  private  malice.  Magistrates  and  mili- 
tary 
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tary  officers  were  empowered  to  receive  informa- 
tions, to  keep  the  names  of  the  informers  pro- 
foundly fecret,  and  to  proceed  againft  the  accufed 
according  to  difcretion.  I fhall  not  fuppofe  that 
any  magiftrate  could  have  pretended  to  receive 
information,  which  he  had  not  received,  for  the 
indulgence  of  his  piivate  fpite  againft  any  indivi- 
dual ; but  fome  of  the  gentlemen  inveftcd  with 
thefe  new  powers  were  led  into  grievous  errors  by 
falfe  informers,  whofe  names  notwithftanding  have 
never  been  divulged.  One  inftance  I fhall  men- 
tion, as  it  has  been  already  made  public  in  the 
newfpapers,  and  has  given  caufe  for  a debate  in 
parliament.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  high  fheriff  of 
Tipperary,  feized  at  Clonmel,  a gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Wright,  againft  whom  no  grounds  of 
fufpicion  could  be  conjeftured  by  his  neighbours, 
caufed  five  hundred  lafhes  to  be  inffifted  on  him 
in  the  fevercft  manner,  and  confined  him  feveral 
days  without  permitting  his  wounds  to  be  drefied, 
fo  that  his  recovery  from  fuch  a ftate  of  torture 
and  laceration  could  hardly  be  expefted.  In  a 
trial  at  law,  after  the  rebellion,  on  an  aftion  of 
damages  brought  by  Wright  againft  this  magif- 
trate,  the  innocence  of  the  plaintiff  appeared  fo 
manifeft,  even  at  a time  when  prejudices  ran 
amazingly  high  againft  perfons  accufed  of  dillov- 
alty,  that  the  defendant  was  condemned  to  pay 
five  hundred  pounds  to  his  profccutor.  Many 
other  aftions  of  damage  on  limilar  grounds  would 
have  been  commenced,  if  the  parliament  had  not 
put  a ftop  to  fuch  proceedings,  by  an  aft  of  indem- 
nity. 
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nity,  for  ali  errors  committed  by  magiftrates  front 
fuppofed  zeal  for  the  public  fervice.  A letter 
written  in  the  French  language,  found  in  the 
pocket  of  Wright,  was  haft ily  confidered  as  a 
proof  of  guilt,  though  the  letter  was  of  a perfe&ly 
innocent  nature.  This  magiftrate,  however,  whofe 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  French  language  con- 
firmed, or  feemed  to  confirm  him  in  fo  lamentable 
an  error  and  outrage,  feemsto  have  had  great  merit 
in  the  prevention  of  rebellion  in  that  county  by  his 
unremitted  activity  and  boifterous  exertions. 

Thefe  diforders,  unavoidable  in  fuch  a ftate  of 
affairs,  increafed  with  the  alarm  of  the  approaching 
infurreeftion,  which  the  chiefs  of  the  union,  feeing 
its  force  declining,  and  in  danger  of  beinapdefiroy- 
ed  by  the  vigorous  meafures  of  government,  ap- 
pointed to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of  May, 
without  waiting  for  French  auxiliaries, left,  before 
that  aid  fhould  arrive,  their  fyftem  fhouid  be  fo 
diforganized  as  to  be  incapable  of  any  promifing 
effort.  Among  the  precautions  taken  on  this  oc- 
cafion  by  the  members  of  government,  who  were 
fully  informed  of  the  intended  revolt,  was  the 
augmentation  of  the  feveral  companies  of  armed 
yeomen,  by  the  addition  of  fupplementary  men, 
moftly  infantry,  and  without  uniform.  Thefe  yeo- 
men had  begun  to  be  embodied  in  October  in  the 
vear  1796,  in  a kind  of  independent  companies, 
each  compofed  commonly  of  about  fifty  men, 
moftly  cavalry,  with  a much  finailer  body  of  infan- 
try attached  to  them,  and  each  generally  com- 
manded by  a captain  and  two  lieutenants.  The 
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infantry  were  armed  like  thole  of  the  regular 
army,  but  the  cavalry  were  furnilhed  with  only  one 
piftol  and  a fword  each,  excepting  a few  who  had 
carbines.  In  the  formation  of  the  companies  or 
corps  of  yeomen,  to  appoint  the  far  greater  part 
of  them  cavalry  was  an  error,  as  the  event  clearly 
proved;  for  in  the  rebellion  which  enfued,  the 
yeoman  infantry,  fupported  by  regular  troops, 
fought  ffeadily  againft  the  foe ; while  the  horfe- 
men,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  uneven  with 
hills,  and  every  where  interfeded  with  ditches, 
their  want  of  proper  fubordination  and  difcipline, 
and  the  facility  of  efcape,  were  of  little  ufe  except 
for  patroles  or  exprefi’es,  though  their  horfes  were 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  regular  cavalry  in  the  tra- 
velling of  ditches  and  fields.  If  thefe  troops  had 
been  habituated  to  difmount  and  engage  on  foot 
with  carbines,  their  fervice  might  have  been  of 
conliderable  effed ; but,  as  the  matter  was,  they 
could  hardly  ever  be  brought  to  a charge  on  the 
rebels,  or  to  make  a retreat  with  regularity. 

The  caufe  of  this  error  in  the  inftitution of  arm- 
ed yeomen,  of  the  appointment  of  moflly  horfemen 
inftead  of  infantry,  fo  little  efficacious  for  the  end 
propofed,  and  fo  opprefiive  to  individuals  of  the 
poorer  fort,  who  were  obliged  to  furnifh  horfes  at 
their  own  expence,  and  maintain  them  without 
much  afliftance  of  pay,  was  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be 
the  jealoufy  of  government,  who  lufpeded  a gene- 
ral difaffedion  of  the  people,  and  feared  to  give 
fandion  to  fucli  a military  eftablifhment,  as,  like 
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the  old  volunteers,  might  become  n dangerous  en- 
gine of  popular  demands,  under  the  influence  of 
defigning  men.  But  the  proteftants  of  Ireland  in 
general  are  too  apprehenfive  of  the  hoflile  deter- 
mination of  iheRomanifls  againfl  them,  ever  fully 
to  coalefce  with  that  body  in  an  armed  oppofition 
to  government ; fo  that,  with  few  exceptions, if  the 
real  fentiments  of  this  deicripiion  of  people  had 
been  known,  adminiftration  might  have  repofed 
the  fulled  confidence  in  them.  In  that  cafe  the 
difference  of  pay  to  cavalry  and  footmen  might 
have  been  faved,  and  the  rebellion  probably  flifled 
in  its  commencement,  or  at  leaf!  much  more  fpee- 
dily  fupprefled. 

A neceiTary  precaution  was  the  arrefting  of  feve- 
ral  principals  of  the  confpirfecy.  Among  the  per- 
fons  apprehended  at  this  critical  time,  was  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  who  had  efcaped  the  arrefl 
made  at  Oliver  Bond’s  houfe  on  the  tv/elfth  of  the 
preceding  March.  This  gentleman  had  ferved  in 
his  majefty’s  army,  where  he  had  been  highly  cf- 
teemed  for  his  courage  and  military  conduct,  his 
honour,  humanity,  and  candour ; but  becauie  he 
avowed  his  approbation  of  the  revolution  in 
France,  his  name  was  e::»  unged  from  the  military 
lift,  as  a perfon  unworthy  to  bear  a commiflion  in 
the  Britifh  army.  Perhaps  his  expreinons  were 
iironger  than  propriety  admitted  ; and  perhaps,  on 
the  other  hand,  this  procedure  of  adminiftration 
was  imprudent,  fince  it  was.  nearly  followed  by 
difaftrous  confequences,  and  fince  on  men  of  can- 
dor and  franknefs  dependence  can  be  much  more 
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fafely  placed,  than  on  thofe  who  exprefs  unquali- 
fied approbation  of  the  ruling  party — fuch  men 
being  generally  ready  to  a£t  the  fame  part  on  the 
oppofite  fide,  with  change  of  circumftances. 

Lord  Edward,  who  was  brother  to  the  duke  of 
Leinfter,  and  married  to  a French  lady  of  the 
royal  blood  of  the  Capets,  a daughter  of  the  lad 
duke  of  Orleans,  Was  eminently  qualified  for  the 
excitement  and  diredlion  of  revolutionary  com- 
motions, being  a man  of  daring  courage,  a molt 
a&ive  fpirit,  confiderable  abilities  of  mind,  and 
being  of  a family  highly  refpe&ed  for  its  ancient 
greatnefs  by  the  lower  claffes  of  the  Irifh.  In 
confequence  of  a proclamation  iffued  on  the 
eleventh  of  May,  accompanied  with  a promife  of 
a thoufand  pounds  reward  for  his  apprehenfion,  he 
Was  feized  on  the  nineteenth,  in  the  houfe  of 
Nicholas  Murphy,  a merchant  in  Thomas-fireet, 
Dublin,  by  Wm.  Bellingham  Swan,  a moft  a£live 
magiftrate,  town-major  Sirr,  and  captain  Ryan, 
a yeoman  officer,  a gentleman  pofieifed  of  great 
courage  ; out  his  lordfhip  made  fo  defperate  a 
defence,  with  no  other  arms  than  a dagger,  that 
Sw  an  was  wounded,  and  Ryan  died  of  his  wounds 
eleven  days  after.  Lord  Edward  himfelf  expired 
in  great  agony  on  the  third  of  the  following  month, 
from  the  effects  of  this  furious  conflict,  as  he  had 
been  wounded  in  the  fhoulder  by  the  fhot  of  a pit- 
tol  from  major  Sirr. 

On  the  nineteenth  and  twenty-firft  of  May  fe- 
veral  other  arrefis  were  made,  and  among  the  ar- 
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reftccl  were  Henry  and  John  Sheares,  brothers, 
natives  of  Cork,  men  of  great  ‘abilities,  and  law- 
yers, who  had  made  a vifit  to  Paris  in  1792,  where 
they  had  imbibed  very  deeply  revolutionary  ideas; 
had,  on  their  return  to  Ireland,  been  active  in  the 
united  conipiracy,  and  had,  as  we  have  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  at  laft  been  raifed  to  the  fatal  emi- 
nence of  the  dire£iorial  committee.  From  a belief 
ol  his  being  a United  Irifhman — a belief  doubtlefs 
impreffed  by  fome*  dextrous  management  on  his 
part,  and  the  hope  of  his  co-operation  in  the  bufi- 
nefs — they  confided  the  fecret  of  the  time  and  plan 
of  .the  infurre&ion,  to  captain  Armftrqng  of  the 
King’s  County  militia,  who  had  procured  an 
introduction  to  them  through  the  medium  of 
Patrick  Byrne,  bookfeller  of  Grafton  - ftreet, 
Dublin.  The  intelligence  occafionally  received 
by  this  officer,  who  had  procured  his  introduc- 
tion for  the  fervice  of  government,  was  regularly 
conveyed  to  the  lord  lieutenant.  In  the  houfe  of 
Henry  Sheares,  atthetime  of  his  arreft,  and  in  the 
hand-writing  of  John,  was  found  a manifeflo  evi- 
dently intended  for  publication  after  the  capital 
fhould  be  in  poiTeffionof  the  confpirators.  In  this 
werq  expreflcd  very  fanguinary  fentiments,  quite 
contrary,  as  I have  reafon  to  believe,  to  the  natu- 
ral difpofition  of  thefe  gentlemen  ; but,  in  the 
poet’s  phrafe,  cc  to  fhut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  man- 
<c  kind,”  f may  be  a maxim  with  revolutionifls ; 
and  in  faCl  the  fevere  and  terrible  meafures  to 

which 
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which  government,  for  the  prefervation  of  its  ex- 
igence, had  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe,  muft 
naturally  excite  a fpirit  of  revenge  and  cruelty  in 
the  malecontent  fa£lion  : yet  the  former  members 
of  the  diredlory,  among  whom  was  Thomas- Addis 
Emmett,  had  intended  to  avoid  bloodfhed  as  much 
as  poflible,  and  only  to  banifh  thofe  who  fhould 
prove  refradiory,  allowing  their  families  a mainte- 
nance  out  of  their  properties.  * If  the  affairs  of 
the  union  had  continued  to  be  conduced  with  the 
ability  of  thefe  former  members,  probably  the  go- 
vernment, with  all  its  vigilance,  would  have  been 
overturned,  greatly,  1 apprehend,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  Britifh  iflands  and  Europe  in  general. 

The  above-mentioned  manifefto,  which  was  not 
quite  finifhed  for  publication,  ran  in  the  following 
terms.  “ Irifhmen,'  your  country  is- free,  and  you 
c<  are'  about  to  be  avenged.  That  vile  govern- 
*e  ment,  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  cruelly  oppreff- 
£e  ed  you,  is  no  more.  Some  of  its  moft  atrocious 
*c  monftershave  already  paid  the  forfeit  of  their 
■c  lives,  and  the  reft  are  in  our  hands.  The  na- 
<{  tional  flag,  th e /acred  green , i3  at  this  moment 
<c  flying  over  the  ruins  of  defpotifm  ; and  that 
*c  capital,  which  a few  hours  paft  had  witnefled 
the  debauchery,  the  plots,  and  the  crimes  of 
<c  your  tyrants,  is  now  the  citadel  of  triumphant 
u patriotifm  and  virtue.  Arife  then,  united  fons 
“ of  Ireland,  arife  like  a great  and  powerful  peo- 
c*  pie,  determined  to  live  free,  or  die.  Arm  your- 

f 2 “ felves 
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n felves  by  every  means  in  your  power,  and  rufh 
“ like  lions  on  your  foes.  Confiderthat  for  every 
<f  enemy  you  difarm,  you  arm  a friend,  and  thus 
“ become  doubly  powerful.  In  the  caufe  of  li- 
cc  berty,  ina&ion  is  cowardice ; and  the  coward 
<fi  fhall  forfeit  the  property  he  has  not  the  courage 
“ to  protect  Let  his  arms  be  fecured  and  tranf- 
cc  ferred  to  thole  gallant  fpirits  who  want  and  will 
“ ufe  them.  Yes,  Irifhmen,  we  fwear  by  that 
“ Eternal  Juftice,  in  whole  caufe  you  fight,  that 
<c  the  brave  patriot  who  furvives  the  prefent  glo- 
*e  rious  ftruggle,  and  the  family  of  him  who  has 
“ fallen,  or  hereafter  {hail  fall  in  it,  fhall  receive 
“ from  the  hands  of  a grateful  nation  an  ample 
“ recompence  out  of  that  property  which  the 
££  crimes  of  our  enemies  have  forfeited  into  its 
££  hands,  and  his  name  fhall  be  infcribed  on  the 
“ great  national  record  of  Irifh  revolution,  as  a 
t£  glorious  example  to  all  pofterity  ; but  we  like- 
cc  wife  fwear  to  punifh  robbery  with  death  and 
££  infamy.  We  alfo  fwear  that  we  will  never 
{heath  the  fword  till  every  being  in  the  country 
££  is  reftored  to  thofe  equal  rights  which  the  God 
“ of  nature  has  given  to  all  men  ; until  an  order 
**  of  things  fhall  be  eftablifhed  in  which  no  fupe- 
C£  riority  fhall  be  acknowledged  among  the  citi- 
“ zens  of  Erin  but  that  of  virtue  and  talent.  As 
cc  for  thofe  degenerate  wretches  who  turn  their 
££  fwords againft  their  native  country,  the  national 
“ vengeance  awaits  them : Let  them  find  no 

“ quarter,  unlefsthey  fhall  prove  their  repentance 
u by  fpe^dily  exchanging  the  ftandard  of  ilavery 
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t€  for  that  of  freedom,  under  which  their  former 
cc  errors  may  be  buried,  and  they  may  fftare  the 
cc  glory  and  advantages  that  are  due  to  the  patriot 
“ bands  of  Ireland.  Many  of  the  military  feel 
<c  the  love  of  liberty  glow  within  their  breads,  and 
have  joined  the  national  Randard.  Receive 
with  open  arms  fuch  as  fhall  follow  fo  glorious 
u an  example — they  can  render  fignal  fervice  to 
cc  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  fhall  be  rewarded  ac- 
cc  cording  to  their  deferts.  But  for  the  wretch 
cc  who  turns  his  fword  againfl  his  native  country, 
cc  let  the  national  vengeance  be  vifited  on  him ; 
cc  let  him  find  no  quarter.  Two  other  crimes  de- 
<c  raand  %m*m***m**\  Roufe  all  the  energies 
of  your  fouls  : call  forth  all  the  merit  and  abi- 
c<  lities  which  a vicious  government  configned  to 
cc  obfcurity ; and  under  the  conduft  of  your  cho- 
cc  fen  leaders  march  with  a Ready  flep  to  vi&ory. 
cc  Heed  not  the  glare  of  hired  foldiery  or  ariRocra- 
cc  tic  yeomanry : they  cannot  Rand  the  vigorous 
cc  Riock  of  freedom.  Their  trappings  and  their 
ct  arms  will  foon  be  yours  ; and  the  deteRed  go- 
sc  vernment  of  England,  to  which  we  vow  eternal 
cc  hatred,  fhall  learn,  that  the  treafures  it  exhauRs 
‘£  on  its  accoutered  flaves,  for  the  purpofe  of  but- 
“ chering  Irifhmen,  Riall  but  further  enable  us  to 
“ turn  their  fwords  on  its  devoted  head.  Attack 
cc  them  in  every  direftion  by  day  and  by  night : 
(C  avail  yourfelves  of  the  natural  advantages  of 
“ your  country,  which  are  innumerable,  and  with 
“ which  you  are  better  acquainted  than  they. 
“ Where  you  cannot  oppofe  them  in  full  force, 
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“ conftantly  harrafs  their  rere  and  their  flanks: 
“ cut  off  their  provifions  and  magazines,  and  pre- 
<c  vent  them  as  much  as  poffible  from  uniting  their 
“ forces:  let  whatever  moments  you  cannot  de- 
tc  vote  to  fighting  for  your  country,  be  palled  in 
cc  learning  how  to  fight  for  it,  or  preparing  the 
tc  means  of  war — for  war,  war  alone  mult  occupy 
<c  every  mincl  and  every  hand  in  Ireland,  until  its. 
<c  long  opprefied  foil  be  purged  of  all  its  enemies^ 
“ Vengeance,  Irifhmen,  vengeance  on  your  op-^ 
“ preffors.  Remember  what  thou  lands  of  your 
“ deareft  friends  have  perifhed  by  their  merci lei's 
<c  orders — Remember  their  burnings,  their  rack-, 
<c  ings,  their  torturings,  their  military  mafia  cres, 
<c  and  their  legal  murders— -Remember  Orr  L”  f 
By  l'uch  arrefts,  and  other  precautions,  the  y>lan 
of  infurre&ion  M'as  fruftrated,  which  was  to  com- 
mence on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  May,,  by  an  at- 
tack on  the  army  encamped  at  Lehaun  flown,  or 
Laughlinftown,  feven  miles  fouth  of  Dublin — an 
attack  on  the  artillery  ftationed  at  Chapelizod, 
two  miles  well  of  the  fame — an  attack  on  the  caR 
tie,  and  other  parts  of  the  metropolis,  as  loon  as 
the  news  of  the  two  former  alfauhs  Ihould  reach  the 
city,  in  all  wrhich  the  counties  of  Dublin,  Wicklow, 
and  Kildare  W'ere  to  co-operate — -and  the  deflruc- 
tion  or  detention  of  the  mail- coaches  on  the  north 
and  fouth  roads,  which  w as  to  ferve  as  a fignal  of 
infurre&ion  to  the  reft  of  the  kingdom.  The  plot 

had 
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had  been  announced  late  in  the  evening  of  the 
2 iff,  by  a letter  from  the  fecretary  of  the  lord 
lieutenant  to  Thomas  Fleming,  the  lord  mayor  of 
Dublin,  and  on  the  zzd  by  a mefiage  from  the 
lord  lieutenant  to  both'  houfes  of  parliament ; and 
to*prevent  its  execution,  the  troops  of  the  line, 
militia,  and  yeonVanry,  were  difpofed  under  arms 
in  what  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  mo  If  advantageous 
petitions.  By  a variety  cf  precautions  the  capital 
was  retrained  in  tranquillity ; but  in  the*  neigh- 
bouring counties,  notwithfiandkig  the  diforganif- 
ation  of  the  confederacy  by  the  various  operations 
of  government,  the  appointment  was  obferved  by 
contiderable  numbers;  the  mail-coaches  on  the 
northern  and  weffern  roads  were  -deffroyed — the 
former  at  Santry,  three  miles  from  Dublin,  the 
latter  between  Lucan  and  Leixlip,  eight  miles  from 
the  fame  ; infurgents  afTerftbled  in  many  places  ; 
and  in  that  night 'and  the  following  day  leveral 
fkirmifhes  were*  fought,  and  the  towns  of  Naas, 
Claine,  Profperous,  Baliymore-Eullace,  and  Kil- 
cullen  were  attacked  ; as  were  alfo,  in  the  next 
fucceeding  night  and  day,  thole  of  Carlow,  Mack- 
etffown,  and  Monafberevan.' 

Among  the  fldrrnifhes  of  the  recent  infurreefion 
werethofe  which  took  place  near  Rathfarnham, 
Tallagh,  Lucan,  Lufk,  Dunboyne,-'Barretifown, 
Collon,  and  Baltinglafs.  In  all  thefe  petty  actions, 
except  thofe  nearDunboyne  and  Barretffown,  and 
in  all  the  attacks  of  towns,  except  that  of  Profper- 
ou3,  the  infurgents  were  defeated,  though  Kilcul- 
len  was  abandoned  to  them  after  their  defeat.  In 
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thefe  and  other  confii&s  in  the  courfe  of  the  rebel- 
lion, the  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the 
rebels  is  extremely  uncertain,  and  aimed  always 
vadly  exaggerated  in  the  public  prints.  The  ac- 
tion near  Dunboyne,  eight  miles  from  Dublin,  in 
the  county  of  Meath,  was  the  furprize  of  a fmalt 
party  of  the  regiment  of  Reay'fencibles  by  a body 
of  rebels,  who  feized  the  baggage  of  two  companies, 
of  the  king’s  troops  efcorted  by  the  above  party  ; 
and  that  near  Barretftown  was  alfo  a furprife  of  a 
fmall  body  of  the  Suffolk  fencibles,  who  lod  alt 
their  baggage  in  their  march  to  Kildare.  The  en- 
gagement in  the  neighbourhood  of  Baltinglafs, 
twenty-nine  miles  from  Dublin,  fouthward,  was 
one  of  the  mod  confiderable  of  the  fkirmidies 
which  happened  at  this  time.  A body  of  at  lead 
four  or  five  hundred  infurgents  were  on  the  24th, 
at  one  o’clock,  attacked  in  the  town  of  Stratford- 
upon-Slaney,  near  Baltirxglafs,  on  one  fide  by  a 
fmall  body  of  troops  compofed  of  thirty  of  the 
Antrim  militia,  under  lieutenant  Macauley,  and 
twenty  of  the  ninth  dragoons,  under  cornet  Love  ; 
and  on  the  other  by  a party  of  yeomen,  command- 
ed by  captain  Stratford.  By  this  double  attack 
they  were  totally  routed,  with  the  daughter  per- 
haps of  near  a hundred;  while  of  the  loyalids. 

none  were  killed,  but  feveral  wounded. 

■ 

The  attack  of  Profperous,  a fmall  town  in  the* 
county  of  Kildare,  intended  for  a feat  of  cotton, 
manufa&ures,  feventeen  miles  didant  from  Dub- 
lin, was  made  an  hour  after  midnight,  on  the  night 

of 


IRISH  REBELLION. 


73 


of  the  23d,  or  morning  of  the  24th,  by  a large 
body  of  men,  fuppofed  to  be  conduced  by  John 
Elinond,  a Romifli  gentleman,  firft  lieutenant  of  a 
* troop  of  yeoman  cavalry.  The  lmall  garrifon  was 
affatled  by  furprife.  The  barrack  was  fired,  and 
twenty-eight  of  the  city  of  Cork  militia,  with  their 
commander,  captain  S wayne,  perifhed  in  the 
flames,  and  by  the  pikes  of  the  enemy.  Nine  men 
alfo  of  a Welch  regiment  of  cavalry,  filled  an-, 
cient  Britons,  w ere  flaughtercd  in  the  houfes  where 
they  had  been  billetted,  and  five  were  made  pri- 
foners.  Many  of  the  perpetrators  of  this  atrocious 
butchery  wrere,  by  the  trembling  loyalift  inhabit- 
ants, reeognifed  to  be  the  fame  who  on  the  preced- 
ing day  had  furrendered  to  captain  Sw’ayne,  and* 
in  the  prefence  of  a Ro.mifh  prieff,  had  exprelfed 
the  deepeff  contrition  for  having  engaged  in  the 
confpiracy  of  United  Irifh,  and  made  molt  folemn 
promifes  of  future  loyalty— a melancholy  inflance 
of  diffimulation,  pra&ifed  elfewhere  in  iimilar  cir- 
cumflances  !■  Here,  as  in  all  other  places  where 
the  infurgents  had  fuccefs,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
rebellion,  while  their  hopes  w^ere  high,  a tumultu- 
ous and  frantic  exultation  took  place,  with  con- 
gratulations of  Naas  and  Dublin  being  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  their  affociates;  the  conveyance  of  fuch 
falfe  intelligence,  to  infpirit  their  followers,  being 
a part  of  the  policy  almoft  confiantly  pradifed  by 
the  leaders  of  the  revolt.  Loud  fliouts  were  heard, 
efpecially  from  a multitude  of  women,  who  aiwrays 
followed  the  men  on  fuch  occalions,  of  down  with 
the  Orangemen  l and,  which  marked  the  objefl  of 

infurrefiion 
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infurreftion  at  its  very  commencement  in  the 
minds  of  the  common  people,  down  with  the  here- 
tics! They  accordingly  murdered  with  deliberate 
ceremony,  and  mangled  their  bodies  in  a.  horrid 
manner,  two  gentlemen  of  the  names  of  Stamer 
and  Brewerv  and  an  old  man  who  had  been  fer- 
jeant  in  the -king’s  army.  That  a {laughter  of  the 
remaining  proteftant  inhabitants  would  have  been 
perpetrated,  is  highly  probable,  if  it  had  not  been 
prevented  by  the  approach  of  * a body  of  troops, 
through  fear  of  whom  the  rebels  fled.  Richard 
Griffith,  Elq.  with  parr  of  his  troop  -of  yeoman 
cavalry/,  and  forty  of  the  Ar  magh  militia,  who  had 
repulfed  the  affiailants  at  Claine,  purfued  them  ah 
moll  to  Profperous,  three  miles  diftant,  which  cauh 
ed  much  terror  to  the  rebels  in  pofleffipn  of  that 
town . 

The  attack  of  Naas,  the  moffi  confiderable  of 
the  military  ftations  affailed  by  the  infurgents,  a£ 
the  very  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  was  an 
hour  and  a half  later  than  that  of  Profperous.  In. 
this  town,  fourteen  miles  fouth-weflward  of  Dub- 
lin, were  pofted  a part  of  the  Armagh  militia,  de- 
tachments of  the  fourth  regiment  - of  dragoon 
guards  and  of  the  ancient  Britons,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  lord  vifcount  Gosford,  colonel  of  the 
Armagh  regiment.  The  furprife  of  this  poll  was 
prevented  by  the  vigilance  of  the  garrifon.  The 
approach  of  near  a thoufand  infurgents,  under  the 
condufl  of  a chief  named  Michael  Reynolds,  be- 
ing announced  by  a dragoon,  the  troops  had  time, 
to  form  according  to  a preconcerted  plan.  Re~ 
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puffed  in  their  fir  ft  onfetatthe  county  gaol,  which 
ftands  in  this  town,  the  rebels  poflefled  themfelves 
of  ail  the  avenues,  and  made  a general  aftault  in 
almoft  every  direction.  Unable  to  make  an  im- 
prcftion  on  the  troops,  they  fled  on  all  Tides  after 
a host  forty  minutes  of  irregular  firing,  ?jand  were 
purfued  with  fiaughter  by  the  cavalry.  Of  the 
king’s  forces,  two  officers  and  fome  privates  were 
flain  ; of  the  rebels  about  thirty  were  found  dead 
in -the  ftreets,-  and  a* greater  number,  perhaps  near  . 
a hundred,  may  have  been  ftaughtered  in  the 
roads  and  fields  in  the'pujrfuit*  In  the'  courfe  of 
the  day,  the-  inhabitants  of  Naas  beheld  fiich 
feenes,  as  were  afterwards  exhibited  elfewhere  on 
a larger  fcale  and  with  much  higher  colouring,  the 
terrified  loyalifts  of  the  neighbouring  towns  and 
country,  men,  women,  and  children,  who  had 
abandoned  their  poiTeffions  to 'the  rapacity  of  the 
foe,  flocking  into  this  place  of  arms  with  the  troops 
who  retreated  from  the  inferior  pofts.  The  little 
garrifon  of  Claine  arrived  here  in  the  morning, 
where , lieutenant  Efmond,  taking  his  place  in 
captain  .Griffith’s  troop,  apparently  inconlcious  of 
the  affair  of  Profperous,was  arrefted.  The  troops 
who  had  fought  at  Kilciillen  arrived  not  before 
nine  in  the  evening;  the  fugitive  loyalifts  who  ac- 
companied them  were  obliged  to  remain  in  the 
ftreet  all  night,  yet  they  fared  much  better  than 
many  people  afterwards  in  fimilar  fituations,  as 
they  were  fupplied  with  provifions  from  the  mili- 
tary ftorcs  while  they  continued  in  this  town, 
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which  was  during  fome  time  after  in  a ftate  of 
alarm. 

In  the  a6lion  at  Kilcullen,  which  had  taken 
place  at  feven  in  the  morning,  the  inefficacy  of 
cavalry  again#  embattled  pikemen  was  too  clearly 
fhewn.  A body  of  about  three  hundred  rebels, 
having  taken  poft  at  the  church  of  Old  3£ilcullenr 
genera]  Dundas,  without  waiting  for  his  infantry, 
ordered  his  cavalry,  confining  of  forty  men  of  the 
light  dragoons  and  Romneys,  to  charge  ; and  in 
this  fervice,  three  times  repeated,  they  were  re- 
pulfed  with  the  lofs  of  captains  Erlkine  and  Cooks, 
and  twenty  privates,  befide  ten  w onnded,  moft  of 
them  mortally.  Retiring  to  Kilcullen  bridge,  he 
attacked  the  enemy,  who  had  followed  him  thi- 
ther, with  twenty-feven  Suffolk  infantry  in  front . 
who,  in  three  deftru&ive  difcharges  of  mufketry, 
difcomfited  and  difperfed  the  rebels. 

War  being  now  openly  commenced  by  the  con 
fpirators,  government  neceffarily  proceeded  to  the 
ftrongefl  meafure  of  coercion.  The  lord  lieute- 
nant iffued  a proclamation  on  the  24th,  giving  no- 
tice, that  orders  were  conveyed  to  all  his  majefty’s 
general  officers  in  Ireland  to  punifh  according  to 
martial  law,  by  death  or  ctherwife,  as  their  judg- 
ment ffiould  approve,  all  perfons  acting,  or  in  any 
manner  affifting,  in  the  rebellion.  This  procla- 
mation was  notified  the  fame  day  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  by  a meffage  from  his  excellency, 
who  received  in  confequence  addreffes  of  thanks 
and  approbation  from  both.  The  effe&s  of  this 
procedure,  the  neceffity  of  which  marked  the  ca- 
lamitous 
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umitous  condition  of  the  country,  were  quickly 
felt  by  great  numbers  of  the  lower,  and  fome  of 
the  higher  clalfes  of  the  people.  An  inifance  of 
its  fatality  to  the  latter  immediately  occurred  on 
the  fanguinary  repulfe  of  the  rebels  at  Carlow. 

Of  the  intended  furprife  of  this  town,  forty 
miles  fouth-w^eftward  from  Dublin,  the  garrifon 
was  apprifed,  both  by  an  intercepted  letter,  and 
by  the  intelligence  of  lieutenant  Roe,  of  the 
North-Cork  militia,  who  had  obferved  the  peafants 
alfembling  in  the  vicinity  late  in  the  evening  of 
the  24th  of  May.  The  garrifon,  confining  of  a 
body  of  the  ninth  dragoons,  the  light  company  of 
the  North-Cork  militia  under  captain  Heard, 
fome  of  the  Louth  militia  under  lieutenant  Ogle, 
the  yeoman  infantry  of  Carlow  under  captains 
Burton  and  Eullace,  Sir  Charles  Burton’s  yeoman 
cavalry,  and  about  forty  volunteers — the  whole 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Mahon,  of  the  ninth  dra- 
goons, was  judicioufly  diflributed  at  various  polls 
for  the  reception  of  the  alfailants.  The  plan  of 
affault  was  ill  contrived,  or  ill  executed.  Differ- 
ent parties  were  appointed  to  enter  the  town  at 
different  avenues;  but  only  one,  that  which  ar- 
rived fooneft,  attempted  an  entrance,  the  reft  be- 
ing deterred  by  the  incelfant  firing  of  the  troops. 
This  body,  perhaps  amounting  to  a thoufand  or 
fifteen  hundred,  affembling  at  the  houfe  of  fir 
Edward  Crofbie,  a mile  and  a half  diilant  from 
Carlow,  marched  into  the  town  at  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  25th  of  May,  with  fo  little 
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precaution  as  to  alarm  the  garrifon  at  a qua'rter'of 
a mile’s  diftance,  by  the  difcharge  of  a gun,  in  the 
execution  of  a man  who  fcrupled  to  accompany 
them  in  their  enterprife.  Shouting  as  they  rufhed 
into  Tullow-flreet,  with  that  vain  confidence, 
which  is  commonly  followed  by  disappointment, 
that  the  town  was  their  own , they  received*  fo  dc- 
ftrudiive  a fire  from  the  garrifon,  that  they  recoiled 
and  endeavoured  to*  retreat ; but  finding  their 
flight  intercepted,  numbers  took,  refuge  in  the 
houfes,  where  they  found  a miferable  exit,  thefe 
being- immediately  fired  by  the  Soldiery.  . About 
eighty  houfes  were  confumed  in  this  conflagration, 
and  for  fo  me  days,  the  roafted  remains  of  un- 
happy men  were  falling  down  the  chimneys  in 
which  they  had  perifhed.  As  about  half  this  co- 
lumn of  aflailants  had  arrived  within  the  town,  and 
few  efcaped  from  that  Situation,  their  lofs  can 
hardly  be  efiimated  at  lefs  than  four  hundred ; 
while  not  a man  was  even  wounded  on  the  fide  of 
the  loyalifls. 

After  the  defeat,  executions  commenced,  as  eife- 
where  in  this  calamitous  period,  and  about  two 
hundred  in  a Short  time  were  hanged  or  fhot,  ac- 
cording to  martial  lawr.  Among  the  earlieft  vic- 
tims were  fir  Edward  Crofbie,  and  one  Heydon,  a 
yeoman  of  fir  Charles  Burton’s  troop.  The  latter 
is  believed  to  have  been  the  leader  of  the  rebel 
column,  to  have  conduced  the  'aflailants  into  the 
town,  and  on  their  ill  fuccefs,  to  have  abandoned 
them.  He  had  certainly, in  that  crifis  taken  his 
place  as  a yeoman,  and  jpined  in  the  flaughter>ct 
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the  affail  ants.  Sir  Edward,  at  whofe  houfe  the 
rebel  column,  had  affembled,  but  who  certainly 
had  not  accompanied  them  in  their  march,  was 
condemned  and  (hot  as  a United  Irifhman.  I can 
fay  nothing  from  my  own  knowledge  of  this 
unfortunate  baronet,  with  whom  X had,  never  any 
acquaintance;  but  his  friends  affirm,  I fmcerely 
believe  with  truth,  that  he  fell  a facrifice  to  the 
confufion  which  neceffarily  attends  a trial  by  mi- 
litary law,  in  the  rage  of  a rebellion  ; and  that  his 
innocence  would  be  manifed  if  certain  circum- 
flances  were  made  public,  which  they  choofe  to 
withhold  for  a time  through  refpe£t  to  adminiftra- 
tion,  then  dangeroufly  fituated.  Very  probably 
the  whole  of  his  guilt  confided  in  his  having 
given  way  to  a tide  of  theoretic  politics,  which 
many  fpeculative  men  had  not  fufficient  clearnefs 
of  judgment  to  correal,  or  duplicity  to  conceal, 
though  they  might  utterly  abhor  the  confequences 
of  an  attempt  to  reduce  thefe  theories  to  pra&ice 
by  force  of  arms,  r 

Sometimes  one  of  thofe  numerous  little  inci- 
dents which  occur  in  times  of  civil  didra&ion, 
though  of  no  importance  in  themfelves,  may  affift 
to  give  the  reader  fome  idea  of  the  date  of  the 
country  on  fuch  occafions.  A gentleman  named 
Thomas  Elliot,  going  from  Carlow,  after  the  re- 
pulfe  of  the  rebels,  to  vidt  his  houfe,  three  miles 
from  the  town,  faw  thirty  or  forty  of  the  peafants, 
his  neighbours,  affembled  in  the  road  at  the  end 
of  his  avenue,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  have  met  for 
mutual  inquiries  about  news.  He  was  advancing 
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without  apprehenfion  of  danger,  when  obferving 
two  guns  levelled  at  him,  he  wheeled,  galloped 
away,  and  fortunately  efcaped  both  fhots.  Hear- 
ing a fhout  from  them,  with  a declaration  that  he 
might  come  to  them  with  confidence  of  fafety,  he 
returned,  and  called  to  them  to  meet  him  without 
arms.  Finding  that  they  declined  this  proof  of 
pacific  intention,  he  again  galloped  away,  and 
efcaped  fouie  fhots.  When  he  returned  foon  after 
with  a body  of  yeomen,  the  peafants,  expecting  no 
mercy,  lied  to  places  of  concealment;  but  per* 
ceiving  that,  quite  contrary  to  their  expectation, 
their  cabins  were  not  burned,  nor  any  fevere  pu- 
nifhment  intended,  they  returned  to  their  occupa- 
tions, and  remained  perfe&ly  quiet.  A contrary 
condudl  in  this  gentleman  would  have  fent  thefc 
and  others  to  augment  the  rebel  forces. 

The  defeats  of  the  rebels  at  Monaflerevan  and 
Hacketflown,  in  the  fame  motning  with  that  at 
Carlow,  were  nearly  as  bloodlefs  on  the  fide  of  the 
loyalifis.  The  garrifon  of  the  former,  confifling 
of  eighty-five  yeomen,  not  three  weeks  embodied, 
of  whom  forty-three  were  cavalry,  was  affailed  by 
a body  of  men,  perhaps  a thoufand  in  number,  a 
little  after  four  o’clock  ; but  fuch  was  the  fpirit 
and  fieadinefs  of  this  little  army,  affified  by  fome 
volunteers,  that  the  affailants  were  on  every  fide 
completely  repulfed,  though  they  could  not  be 
prevented  from  fetting  fire  to  part  of  the  town. 
The  infantry,  under  lieutenant  George  Bagot,  had 
advanced  again!!:  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  on 
the  bank  of  the  grand  canal,  where  the  town  is 
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fituate ; while  the  cavalry,  under  Captain  Hay- 
head,  fkirmifhed  with  another  party  in  the  flreet. 
On  the  return  of  part  of  the  infantry  from  the  pur- 
fuit,  a furious  attack  was  made  in  conjun&ion 
with  the  cavalry,  and  the  rebels  were  driven  from 
the  town  with  flaughter.  Sixty-eight  of  their 
dead  were  faid  to  be  colledled  and  buried  by  the 
vigors  : fome  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  carried 
away  by  the  vanquifhed,  many  of  whom  were 
doubtlefs  wounded.  Of  the  loyalifts,  nine  wrere 
flain,  of  whom  two  were  of  the  volunteer  clafs. 

The  incaution  and  vain  confidence  of  the  infur- 
gents  was  no  where  more  ftrongly  exemplified  than 
in  their  attack  of  Hacketftown,  in  the  county  of 
Carlow,  forty-four  miles  from  Dublin.  The  gar- 
rifon,  which  was  compofed  of  a detachment  of  the 
Antrim  militia  under  lieutenant  Gardiner,  and  a 
body  of  yeomen  under  captain  Hardy,  being  ap- 
4 prized  of  the  approach  of  the  infurgents,  marched 
out  to  meet  them  ; but  on  fight  of  the  enemy, 
whofe  number  appeared  to  be  above  three  thou- 
land,  the  troops  retreated,  left  they  fhould  be  fur- 
rounded,  and  took  refuge  in  the  barrack.  This, 
as  the  event  foon  proved,  anfwered  the  purpofe  of 
a feint.  The  rebels,  from  joy  of  their  imagined 
vi&ory,  raifed  a vehement  fliout,  and  ru thing  for- 
ward in  the  utmoft  confuiion,  were,  on  the  fudden 
arrival  of  captain  Hume,  with  thirty  of  his  yeomen, 
charged  with  fuch  addrefs  and  fpirit  as  to  be  com- 
pletely routed,  with  the  lofs  of  perhaps  two  hun- 
dred of  their  men  ; while  not  one  of  the  loyalifts 
was  hurt,  except  a foldier  who  received  a contu- 
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fion  on  the  arm,  and  lieutenant  Gardiner,  who 
was  violently  bruifed  by  the  ftroke  of  a ftone  on 
the  bread,  from  a rebel  whofe  life  he  had  that 
moment  faved,  and  who,  in  confequence  of  this 
unmerited  aggreflion,  was  inftantly  (hot. 

While  the  rebellion  was  thus  checked  in  its  ex- 
tenfion  fouth- weft  ward  of  the  capital,  exertions 
were  made,  and  arrangements  to  fupprefs  it, 
on  the  northern  and  weftern  fides.  In  confe- 
quence of  thefe  arrangements,  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th,  a large  body  of  rebels  affembled  on  the 
hill  of  Tarah,  in  the  county  of  Meath,  fituate 
eighteen  miles  northward  of  Dublin,  was  com- 
pletely routed,  with  the  daughter,  v?e  are  told,  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  men,  found  dead 
on  the  field  of  battle,  together  with  their  leader, 
in  his  uniform  ; with  the  lofs  of  nine  killed  and 
fixteen  wrounded  of  the  vi£lorious  party,  wThich 
was  compoled  of  three  companies  of  the  regiment 
of  Reay  fencibles,  with  a field-piece  of  artillery* 
under  the  command  of  captain  M’Lean  ; lord 
Fingal’s  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry  ; thofeof  captain 
Prefton  and  LoWer-Kells ; and  captain  Molloy’s 
company  of  yeoman  infantry — in  all  about  four 
hundred.  The  pofition  of  this  hill,  infulated  in  a 
widely  furrounding  plain,  is  well  adapted  for  de- 
fence againft:  an  attacking  foe,  but  ill  for  efcape 
from  vidlorious  cavalry,  from  whofe  purfuit  they 
could  be  protedled  only  by  the  inclofures  of  the 
fields,  fo  that  many  doubtlefs  were  killed  or 
wounded. 
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As  this  viclory  laid  open  the  communication  of 
the  metropolis  with  the  northern  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, fo  other  fuecefsful  movements  produced  the 
fame  effect  on  the  weftern  fide.  On  the  29th,  a 
little  after  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  a body 
of  rebels,  who  had  pofted  themfelves  in  the  village 
of  Rathangan,  on  the  grand  canal,  in  the  county 
of  Kildare,  fituate  twenty-nine  miles  weftward  of 
Dublin,  had  committed  murders,  and  had  fortified 
their  poll:  with  barricadoes  and  chains  acrofs  the 
ftreets,  was  diflodged,  and  about  fixty  of  them 
ilaughtered,  by  a party  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Longfield,  of  the  royal  Cork 
militia,  who  advanced  againft  the  town  wfith  his 
artillery  in  the  front,  his  infantry  fupporting  it 
behind,  and  his  cavalry  fo  placed  as  to  fupport 
both.  No  lofs  was  fuftained  by  the  king’s  troops, 
as  the  rebels  gave  way  on  the  fecond  difcharge  of 
the  cannon. 

Difeouraged  by  defeats,  many  of  the  rebels  be- 
gan to  wiih  for  leave  to  retire  in  fafetv  to  their 
homes,  and  refume  their  peaceful  occupations.  Of 
this  a remarkable  inftance  occurred  on  the  28th 
and  another  on  the  31ft  of  May.  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Dundas,  who  had,  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
24th,  defeated  a rebel  force  near  Kilcullen,  and 
relieved  that  little  town,  received  on  the  28th,  at 
his  quarters  at  Naas,  by  Thomas  Kelly,  Efq.  a 
magifirate,  a meffage  from  a rebel  chief  named 
Perkins,  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  about  two 
thoufand  men,  pofted  on  an  eminence  called 
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Knockawlin-hill,  on  the  border  of  the  Curragh  of 
Kildare,  a beautiful  plain,  ufed  as  a race-courfe, 
twenty-two  miles  iouth-weftward  of  the  metropo- 
lis. The  purport  of  this  meffage  was,  that  Per- 
kins’ men  fhould  furrender  their  arms,  on  condi- 
tion of  their  being  permitted  to  retire  unmolefted 
to  their  habitations,  and  of  the  liberation  of  Per- 
kins’ brother  from  the  jail  of  Naas.  The  general, 
having  fent  a mefFenger  for  advice  to  Dublin  caf- 
tle,  and  received  jpermiflion,  aflentedto  the  terms, 
and,  approaching  the  poll  of  Knockawlin  on  the 
31ft,  received  the  perfonal  furrendry  of  Perkins 
and  a few  of  his  aiYociates ; the  reft  difperfmg 
homeward  in  all  dire&ion?  with  fhouts  of  joy,  and 
leaving  thirteen  cartloads  of  pikes  behind. 

This  difpofition  to  furrender,  which  good  policy 
would  have  encouraged  among  the  infurgents,  was 
blafled  three  days  after  by  military  ardour,  which, 
when  it  eludes  the  falutary  reftraints  of  difcipline, 
and  is  exerted  againft  an  unrefifting  objeft,  ceafes 
to  be  laudable.  Major-general  Sir  James  Duff, 
who  had  made  a rapid  march  from  Limerick  with 
fix  hundred  men,  to  open  the  communication  of 
the  metropolis  with  that  quarter,  received  intelli- 
gence of  a large  body  of  men  affembled  at  a place 
called  Gibbit-rath,  on  the  Curragh,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  lurrendry,  to  which  they  had  been  admit- 
ted by  general  Dundas.  Lbifortunately,  as  the 
troops  advanced  near  the  infurgents  to  receive 
their  furrendered  weapons,  one  of  the  latter,  fool- 
ifhly  fwearing  that  he  would  not  deliver  his  gun 
othcrwife  than  empty,  difcharged  it  with  the  muz- 
zle 
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z ie  upwards.  The  foldiers  indantly,  pretending 
to  coniider  this  as  an  a£t  of  hodility,  fired  on  the 
unredding  multitude,  who  fled  with  the  utmod 
precipitation,  and  were  purfued  with  (laughter  by 
a company  of  fencible  cavalry  denominated  lord 
Jocelyn’s  fox-hunters.  Above  two  hundred  of 
the  infurgents  fell  upon  this  occafion,  and  a far 
greater  number  would  have  (hared  their  fate,  if  a 
retreat  had  not  been  founded  with  all  poffible  dif- 
patch,  agreeably  to  the  indrudlions  of  general 
Dundas,  who  had  fent  an  exprefs  from  his  quar- 
ters at  Kilcullen  to  prevent  fuch  an  accident.  In 
the  public  prints  this  body  of  infurgents  is  alTerted 
to  have  affemblcd  for  thepurpofe  of  battle,  and  to 
have  adlually  fired  on  the  troops;  but  the  truth 
ought  to  be  related  without  refpe&  of  perfons  or 
party.  The  affair  is  w^ell  known  to  have  been 
otberwife  ; and  the  rebels  were  crowded  in  a place 
neither  fit  for  defence  nor  efcape — a wide  plain 
without  hedge,  ditch,  or  bog,  quite  contray  to  their 
pondantly  pra&ifed  modes  of  warfare. 

This  eagernefs  of  the  foldiery  for  the  daughter 
of  unrefifting  rebels,  was  often  fatal  to  loyalids  ; 
for  frequently  feme  of  the  latter  were  prifoners 
with  the  former,  and  being  found  among  them  by 
the  troops,  were  not  always  didinguifhed  from 
them.  A remarkable  indance,  in  the  march  of 
this  army,  was  on  the  point  of  having  place  in 
the  melancholy  catalogue  which  might  be  authen- 
tically formed.  A protedant  clergyman  of  an 
amiable  chara&er,  Mr.  Williamfon  of  Kildare, 
who  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  infurgents, 

and 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


56 

and  been  faved  from  flaughter  by  the  humanity  of 
a Roman  catholic  priefl,  was,  as  having  beea 
fpared  by  the  rebels,  deemed  a rebel  by  the  fob 
diery,  who  were  proceeding  inftantly  to  hang  him, 
when  they  were  in  a critical  moment  prevented 
by  the  interference  of  his  brother-in-law,  colonel 
Sankey. 

While,  by  the  above-mentioned  operations,  the 
communication  was  in  great  meafure  laid  open, 
between  the  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  and  r’^e 
capital,  which  had  forfome  days  a&ually  fufb  incd 
a fpecies  of  blockade,  an  infurre£lion  had  burf: 
out  in  a part  where  it  was  leafl  expe&ed,  and  /as 
growing  into  fo  formidable  a force,  as  to  occalion 
the  mofl  ferious  alarms  for  the  fafety  of  govern- 
ment. The  county  of  Wexford  had  been  but 
very  recently  and  but  partially  organifed,  and 
many  of  its  Romanift  inhabitants  had  addreffed 
the  lord  lieutenant  through  the  medium  of  the 
Earl  of  Mountnoiris,  protefling  their  loyalty,  and 
pledging  themfelves  to  arm,  if  permitted,  in  de- 
fence of  government,  whenever  there  fhould  be 
occafion.  Not  above  fix  hundred  men,  at  mofl, 
of  the  regular  army  or  militia  were  Rationed  iq, 
the  county,  the  defence  of  which  was  almoft 
abandoned  to  the  troops  of  yeomen  and  their  fup- 
plementaries,  while  the  magiflrates  in  the  leveral 
diflridls  were  employed  in  ordering  the  feizure, 
imprifonment,  and  whipping  of  numbeis  of  fuf- 
pe6led  perfons.  Thefe  yeomen,  being  proteftants, 
prejudiced  againfl  the  Romanics  by  traditionary 
and  other  accounts  of  the  former  cruelties  of  tha$ 

fe<^ 
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fe£l  in  Ireland,  fearing  fuch  cruelties  in  cafe  of 
infur  region,  and  confirmed  in  this  fear  by  papers 
found  in  the  pockets  of  iome  prifoners,  contain- 
ing fome  of  the  old  fanguinary  do&rines  of  the 
Romifii  church,  which  authprifed  the  extermi- 
nation of  heretics,  a£led  with  a fpirit  ill  fitted  to 
allay  religious  hatred,  or  to  prevent  a pronenefs 
to  rebel. 

How  far  the  affurances,  conveyed  through  Earl 
Mountnorris,  of  the  loyalty,  or  peaceable  inten- 
tions, of  the  Romanifts  inhabiting  the  county  of 
Wexford,  was  the  caufe  of  that  fatal  fecurity  in 
government,  fatal  to  the  lives  and  properties  of 
thoufands,  on  account  of  which  this  county  was 
left  in  fo  defenfelefs  a condition,  lam  not  autho- 
rifed  to  pronounce.  Doubtlefs  to  excite  fo  violent 
an  irritation  by  floggings,  imprifonments,  and  a 
variety  of  infults,  without  fuificient  means  to 
enforce  obedience,  appears  to  have  been  an  un- 
fortunate mifiake,  as  was  that  of  the  infiitution  of 
yeoman  cavalry  inftead  of  infantry.  I have  not 
the  lead  doubt  that  of  the  latter  a force  might 
have  been  railed  within  the  count}?  of  Wexford 
fufiicient  to  crufli  the  rebellion  in  its  commence*: 
ment  in  this  part  of  Ireland. 

Whether  an  infurre£lion  would  in  the  then  ex- 
ifling  date  of  the  kingdom  have  taken  place  in 
the  county  of  Wexford,  or,  in  cafe  of  its  eruption, 
how  much  lefs  formidable  and  fanguinary  it  would 
have  been,  if  no  a&s  of  feverity  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  foldiery,  the  yeomen,  or  their  fup- 
piementary  affociates,  without  the  direct  autho- 
rity 
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rity  of  their  fuperiors,  or  command  of  the  ma* 
giflrates,  is  a queftion  which  I am  not  able  pofi- 
tively  to  anfwer.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gorey,  if  I am  not  miftaken,  the  terror  of  the 
whippings  was  in  particular  fo  great,  that  the 
people  would  have  been  extremely  glad  to  re- 
nounce for  ever  all  notions  of  opppfition  to  got 
vernment,  if  they  could  have  been  allured  of 
permiffion  to  remain  in  a Hate  of  quietnefs.  As 
an  inftance  of  this  terror  I {hall  relate  the  follow- 
ing fa£L  On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  May,  a. 
labouring  man,  named  Dennis  M£Daniel,  came  to 
my  houfe,  with  looks  of  the  utmoft  confternation 
and  difmay,  and  confelfed  to  me  that  he  had 
taken  the  United  Irifhman’s  oath,  and  had  paid 
for  a pike  with  which  he  had  not  yet  been  fur- 
nifhed,  nineteen  pence  halfpenny,  to  one  Kilty  a 
fmith,  who  had  adminiftered  the  oath  to  him  and 
many  others.  While  I fent  my  eldefl  fon,  W'ho 
was  a lieutenant  of  yeomanry,  to  arrefl  Kilty,  I 
exhorted  Mc Daniel  to  furrender  himfelf  to  a ma- 
giftrate  and  make  his  confeffion ; but  this  he  po- 
sitively refufed,  faying  that  he  fhould  in  that  cafe 
be  lafhed  to  make  him  produce  a pike  which  he 
had  not,  and  to  confefs  what  he  knew  not.  I then 
advifed  him,  as  the  only  alternative,  to  remain 
quietly  at  home,  promising,  that,  if  he  fhould  be 
arrefled  on  the  information  of  others,  I would 
reprefent  his  cafe  to  the  magiflrates.  He  took  my 
advice,  but  the  fear  of  arrefl  and  lafhing  had 
fo  taken  poffeflion  of  his  thoughts,  that  he  could 
neither  eat  nor  Seep,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
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25th,  he  fell  on  his  face  and  expired  in  a little  grove 
near  my  houfe. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  ftate  of  affairs 
“with  different  management,  the  flandard  of  rebel- 
lion, after  an  apparently  paffive  fubmiffion,  was 
at  laft  hoifted  between  Gorey  and  Wexford,  on 
the  night  of  the  26th  of  May,  by  John  Murphy, 
Romifh  prieft  of  Boulavogue,  commonly  known 
by  the  denomination  of  Father  John,  as  in  the 
fouth  of  Ireland  the  title  of  father  is  commonly 
prefixed  to  the  name  of  each  prieft.  This  man, 
who  was  coadjutor,  or  affiPrant  curate,  of  the 
parifh  prieft,  was  a man  of  fhallow  intellect,  a 
fanatic  in  religion,  and,  from  the  latter  circum~ 
fiance,  too  well  qualified  to  inflame  the  fuperftiti- 
ous  minds  of  the  ignorant  multitude.  In  an  attempt 
to  difperfe  a body  of  the  infurgents,  at  the  head 
of  a part  of  his  troop,  Thomas  Bookey,  a brave 
young  man,  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Camolin  cavalry* 
was  killed,  as  he  incautioufly  advanced  before 
his  men  to  harangue  the  rebels  ; and  his  houfe, 
about  feven  miles  from  Gorey,  was  burned* 
From  this  commencement  of  hoftility  the  com- 
motion fpread  rapidly  on  all  Tides  ; and  the  col- 
ledlion  of  rebel  parties  was  greatly  promoted  by 
the  reports  diffeminated  of  numbers  of  people  fhot 
in  the  roads,  at  work  in  the  fields,  and  even  in  their 
houfes,  unarmed  and  unoffending,  by  ftraggling 
parties  of  yeomen.  Influenced  by  there  reports, 
which  were  not  without  fome  foundation,  great 
numbers  took  refuge  wadi  their  friends  in  armr* 
info  much  that,  on  the  following  morning  of  Whit- 

Sunday* 
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Sunday,  the  27th  of  May,  two  large  bodies  were 
collected,  one  on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  nearly  mid- 
xvay  between  Gorey  and  Wexford,  about  eleven 
miles  to  the  fouth  of  the  former ; the  other  on 
Kilthomas  hill,  an  inferior  ridge  of  Slyeeve-Bwee 
mountain,  about  nine  miles  weft  ward  of  Gorey. 
Each,  efpecially  that  of  Oulart,  where  the  num- 
ber of  combatants  was  lefs  than  at  Kilthomas,  wa3 
a confufed  multitude  of  both  fexes  and  all  ages. 

Againft  the  latter  body  of  infurgents,  confifting 
of  two  or  three  thoufand  men  in  arms,  marched 
a body  of  yeomen  on  the  fame  morning  between 
two  and  three  hundred  in  number,  infantry  and 
cavalry,  from  neighbouring  town  of  Carnew, 
in  the  county  of  Wicklow  The  infantry  of  this 
little  army,  or  corps  of  Shillela  yeomen,  flanked 
at  a cpnflderable  diftance  on  the  left  by  the  ca- 
valry, advanced  intrepidly  up  the  hill  againft  the 
rebels,  who  were  polled  on  the  fummit.  The  latter, 
if  they  had  been  fenfible  of  their  advantage,  and 
known  how  to  improve  it,  might,  as  has  appeared 
by  fubfequent  events,  have  furrounded  and  des- 
troyed this  little  body  of  brave  men ; but  they 
were  ftruck  with  a panic,  and  fled,  after  a few 
difcharges  of  mulketry  from  the  yeomen,  at  too 
great  a diftance  to  make  any  confiderable  execu- 
tion. About  a hundred  and  fifty  of  the  rebels 
were  killed  in  the  purfuit,  and  the  yeomen,  exaf- 
perated  by  the  death  of  lieutenant  Bookey,  and 
other  violent  ads,  burned  two  Romifh  chapels, 
and  about  a hundred  cabins  and  farm-houfes  of 
Romanifts,  in  the  courfe  of  feven  miles  march. 

The 
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The  event  of  battle  was  very  different,  on  the 
fame  day,  on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  where  Father 
John  commanded.  A detachment  of  a hundred 
and  ten  chofen  men  of  the  North-Cork  militia, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Foote, 
marched  from  Wexford,  and  attacked  the  rebels 
on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  hill  Such  contempt 
of  an  enemy,  as  creates  incaution,  has  often 
proved  fatal.  The  rebels  fled  at  the  firft  onfet, 
and  were  purfued  at  full  fpeed  by  the  militia,  who 
were  fo  little  apprehenfive  of  refiftance,  that  no 
rank  or  order  was  obferved.  While  the  rebels 
were  making  their  efcape  with  precipitation  toward 
the  northern  fide  of  the  hill,  they  wer e admo- 
nifhed  that  a large  body  of  cavalry  had  been  feen 
that  morning  advancing  againft  them  in  the  op- 
pofite  dire£lion,  apparently-  with  defign  to  inter- 
cept their  flight,  or  co-operate  with  the  militia 
in  a double  attack.  As  the  Wexfordian  infur- 
gents  as  yet  were  totally  unacquainted  with  war- 
fare, the  onfet  of  cavalry  was  in  the  imaginations 
of  many  among  them  more  terrible  than  that  of 
infantry.  They  therefore  ignorantly  fuppofmg 
the  cavalry  to  be  ftill  in  their  neighbourhood, 
while  Father  John  exclaimed  that  they  muA  either 
conquer  or  perifh,  turned  againft  the  militia,  who 
were  now  arrived  near  the  fummit,  almoft  breath- 
lefs ; and  charging  them  with  their  pikes,  killed 
almofl  in  an  inftant  all  of  the  detachment,  except 
the  lieutenant  colonel,  a ferjeant  and  three  pri- 
vates. If  we  may  believe  the  accounts  of  fome  of 
the  infurgents  engaged  in  this  butchery,  no  more 

■ ' * i- 
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than  about  three  hundred  of  their  number  ventured 
to  make  this  furious  attack,  of  whom  only  fix 
were  armed  with  firelocks,  the  reft  carrying  pikes, 
with  which  they  made  fo  fudden  and  clofe  an 
affault  that  only  three  of  them  were  killed,  and 
fix  wounded,  by  the  disordered  Soldiery.  The 
body  of  cavalry,  who  terrified  the  rebels  into  this 
feat  of  courage  againft  the  militia,  eonfifted  of 
two  troops  under  captain  Hawtrey  White.  Thefe 
had  marched  from  Gorey  very  early  that  morning, 
vrith  defign  to  attack  the  infurgents;  but  after  a 
inarch  of  twelve  or  thirteen  miles,  the  number 
and  pofition  of  the  enemy  were  imagined  to  be 
fuch  as  to  render  a retreat  neeeffary ; and  after 
the  killing  of  fome  few  ftragglers,  they  returned  to 
Gorey  quite  ignorant  of  the  intended  march  of 
troops  from  Wexford  on  the  oppefite  fide,  and 
imapprehenfive  of  the  unhappy  r , . awaited 

that  detachment. 

While  the  country  exhibit*  \ r , i of  diftreft 
and  confirmation,  houfes  i and  families 

flying  on  all  fides  for  afv1’  lomlifts  to  the. 

towns,  others  to  the  hfilo,  ..he  body  of  rebels 
under  Father  John  marched  from  Oulart,  flufhed 
with  vi&ory,  and  perpetually  augmented  on  its 
way  by  new  acceffions.  Ti  y firft  took  pofifeffion 
of  Camolin,  a fmall  town  fix  miles  weftward  oft 
Gorey,  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  which  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  latter ; and  thence  advanced  to 
Ferns  two  miles  further,  whence  the  loyalifts  had 
fled,  fix  miles  fouthward  to  Ennifcorthy,  whither 
they  were  followed  by  the  rebels.  The  number 
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6F  the  latter,  on  their  arrival  at  Ennifcorthy, 
which  they  attacked  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
amounted  to  about  feven  thoufand,  of  whom  about 
eight  hundred  were  armed  with  guns/*  The  town, 
fituate  on  both  Tides  of  the  river  Slaney,  was 
garrifoned  by  about  two  hundred  and  ninety  men, 
conlifting  of  militia,  yeoman  infantry  and  cavalry, 
belide  fome  volunteers.  At  the  well  era  fide  of 
the  town,  called  the  Duffry-gate,  wffiither  the 
yeoman  infantry  had  marched  to  meet  them,  the 
rebels,  driving  before  them  a number  of  hoffes 
and  other  cattle  to  diforder  the  ranks  of  their  op- 
ponents, a flratagem  which  had  been  pradifed  by 
Other  bodies  of  infurgents  at  Tara-hill  and  elfe- 
where,f  and  raifing  loud  and  horrible  ihouts,  ac- 
cording to  their  univerfal  cuftom  onfuch  occafions 
made  an  irregular  but  furious  onfet.  As  the 
North-Cork  militia,  vffiofe  commander,  with  [a 
conduct  not  ealily  comprehenlible  by  unmilitary 
men,  had  not  without  the  utmoft  difficulty,  and 
molt  earnef:  entreaties,  been  perfuaded  to  lead  his 
men  from  the  bridge,  and  to  form  a left  wing  to 

the 

* A large  quantity  of  fire  arms  had  been  fent  at  fuch  a time 
to  Camolin,  and  left  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe  to  the  rebels  as  if  they  had  been  fent  defignedly  for  their 
nfe  ; the  intention  doubtlefs  was  quite  otherwife. 

f This  rude  ftratagem,  of  driving  cattle  againft  the  ranks 
of  an  enemy,  we  find  fuccefsfnlly  put  in  pra&ice  againd  the  old 
Irifii  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  by  Raymond  le 
Grofs,  who  landed  near  Waterford  in  the  year  1171,  with 
eighty  men,  the  advanced  guard  of  Earl  Strongbow’s  army. 
Iceland’s  Hid.  of  Ireland,  B.  i.  chap.  2. 
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the  defending  army,  retreated  to  their  former 
Qation,  the  brave  yeomen,  who  compofed  the 
right  wing,  finding  themfelves  totally  unfupported, 
and  unable  to  withfiand  alone  the  multitude  of 
affailants,  retreated  after  a few  difeharges  of  muf- 
ketry  to  the  market-houfe,  where  they  made  a 
Hand.  A diforderly  fight  was  maintained  in  the 
town,  which,  to  render  it  untenable,  was  fired  in 
many  parts  by  the  difaffefled  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, fome  of  whom  alfo  aimed  fhots  from  the 
windows  at  the  garrifon.  The  affailants  in  a fhort 
time  extending  themfelves  around,  and  making 
difpofitions  to  ford  the  river  infeveral  places,  were 
galled  from  the  bridge,  which  was  now  become 
the  fiation  of  defence,  by  the  fire  of  the  militia* 
w7ho  doubtlefs,  if  their  force  had  been  properly 
dire&ed  from  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  in  con- 
mn&ion  with  the  yeomen,  would  have  either  en- 
tirely  repulfed  the  rebels,  or  committed  fuch 
havoc  among  them  as  greatly  to  check  their  order 
for  the  piofecution  of  their  fchemes.  Notwith- 
Handing  the  little  aiTifiance,  except  at  the  bridge, 
received  from  the  militia  by  the  yeomen  and  vo- 
lunteers, fo  flu&uating  for  fome  time  was  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  day  that  many  perfons,  to  avoid  the 
fury  of  each  prevailing  party  in  turn,  alternately 
hoifted  the  orange  and  the  green  ribbon.  At  length, 
when  the  rebels,  wading  acrofs  the  river,  which 
Was  then  low,  both  above  and  below  the  bridge, 
up  to  the  middle  in  water,  fome  to  the  neck,  had 
entered  the  eafiern  part,  called  Templefhannon, 
and  fet  fome  houfes  on  fire,  the  garrifon,  after  a 

gallant 
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gallant  defence  of  above  three  hours,  in  which 
the  Ennifcorthy  infantry,  commanded  by  captain 
Jolhua  Pounden,  fired  above  forty  rounds  each 
man,  abandoned  the  town,  and  retreated  in  great 
diforder  to  Wexford.  The  lofs  of  the  garrifon, 
including  volunteers,  amounted  to  near  eighty, 
among  whom  was  John  Pounden,  of  Daphne,  Efq; 
a gentleman  universally  beloved  ; that  of  the 
rebels,  who  certainly  Suffered  a very  galling  fire, 
was  Said  to  be  five  hundred  ; but  I am  inclined  to 
think  that  half  that  number  would  be  nearer  the 
truth.*  Before  the  yeomanry  quit  the  town  they 
had  expended  their  ammunition,  though  they  had 
repeatedly  filled  their  pouches  from  the  militia 
magazine. 

Moil  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Ennifcorthy, 
and  a multitude  of  others,  who  had  come  thi- 
ther for  prote&ion,  fled  through  the  flame.;  toward 
Wexford  ; and  providentially  the  direction  and 
weaknefs  of  the  wind  favoured  their  efcape,  for 
they  could  not  have  otherwise  paffed  through  the 
burning  Streets.  The  terror,  consternation,  and 
diftrefs  of  thefe  fugitives  is  not  to  be  defcribed, 

flying 

* Edward  Roach,  one  of  the  chief  leaders  of  the  rebels  in 
their  march  to  Ennifcorthy,  is  faid  to  have  declared  in  the  time 
of  hnT  imprifonment,  that  fourteen  hundred  chofen  men,  moft 
or  a)l  furnilhed  with  fire-arms,  compofed  the  front  of  the  rebel 
column,  and  that  of  thefe  not  lefs  than  fix  hundred  were  fiain. 
Who  will  vouch  for  the  exiftence  of  this  declaration,  and  for 
the  accuracy  of  knowledge,  the  veracity,  and  the  fanity  of 
Roach,  who,  if  1 am  rightly  informed,  was  deranged  when  a 
pritoner  ? 
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flying  for  their  lives  in  a confufed  multitude,  with- 
out diftindlion  of  rank,  fcx,  or  age,  almoft  all  on 
foot,  and  leaving  all  their  effe&s  in  the  hands  of 
their  enemies.  The  ftate  of  their  minds  may  be 
fomewhat  conceited  from  the  following  circum- 
ftance,  that  women,  habituated  to  all  the  indul- 
gence which  an  affluent  fortune  affords,  not  only 
fled  on  foot,  but  alfo  in  that  fituation  carried  their 
infants  on  their  backs  to  Wexford,*  the  diftance 
of  which  from  Ennifcorthy  is  eleven  Iriffl,  or  four- 
teen Englifh  miles.  Some  ladies,  however,  were 
utterly  unable  to  perform  this  march,  and  muft 
have  been  abandoned  to  their  fate  if  they  had  not 
found  fome  means  of  conveyance.  For  inftance, 
Mrs.  Handcock,  wife  to  a very  refpe&able  clergy- 
man, fell,  in  her  attempt  to  efcape  through  the 
fireets,  on  a heap  of  burning  matter,  from  which 
horrible  fituation  fhe  was  with  difficulty  raifcd  by 
her  hufband,  affified  by  a wounded  foldier,  and 
could  proceed  no  farther  until  fhe  was  accommo- 
dated with  a horfe  by  the  humanity  of  a yeoman,. 
In  the  deplorable  condition  of  thefe  fugitives  two 
circumfiances  were  favourable : the  weather  w?as 
remarkably  fine,  and  they  were  not  purfued. 
Without  the  latter  circumftance  moft  of  them 
muft  have  been  deftroyed  or  captured.  Some., 
who  found  not  the  opportunity  of  efcape,  w^ere 

butchered 

* Mrs.  Pounden,  wife  of  captain  Pounden,  waded  twice 
through  the  river  Slaney,  under  the  fire  of  both  parties,  and 
efcaped,  with  one  child,  unhurt.  She  was  obliged  to  leave  fix 
children  behind  her  in  the  burning  town. 
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butchered  in  the  ftreets,  or  imprifoned  and  re- 
fer ved  for  future  butchery  by  the  rebels. 

The  mife-rable  fugitives  from  Ennifcorthy  found 
their  fituation  far  from  fafe  in  Wexford.  This 
town  had  been  in  a ftate  of  alarm  fince  the  firft 
news  of  the  infurre&ion,  but  particularly  after  the 
{laughter  of  the  North-Cork  militia  at  Oulart  on 
the  27th.  The  defence  of  this  pod:,  indead  of  a 
field-battle  with  the  rebels,  was  now  the  objeft  of 
the  garrifon.  Among  the  modes  of  preparation 
for  defence  adopted  on  thisoccafion,  the  fires  were 
ordered  to  be  extinguifhed,  and  the  roofs  of  the 
thatched  houfes  to  be  dripped,  led  the  difaffe&ed 
inhabitants  fhould  fire  the  town,  to  favour  the  af- 
iailants,  as  thofe  of  Ennifcorthy  had  done. 

To  difperfe  the  infurgents,  if  poffible,  without 
battle  or  coneeffion,  or  perhaps  to  divert  their  at- 
tention and  retard  their  progrefs,  an  expedient  was 
allayed  by  captain  Boyde,  of  the  Wexford  ca- 
valry. This  brave  and  active  officer  had,  in  con- 
sequence of  a refolution  to  that  purpofe  of  the 
fheriff  and  other  gentlemen,  on  the  27th,  from 
information  or  fufpicion  of  treafonable  defigns, 
arrefied  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey,  of  Bargy- 
cadle  , John  Henry  Colclough,  of  Ballyteig  ; and 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  of  Newpark — all  three  gentle* 
men  of  the  county  of  Wexford.  Vifiting  them  in 
pxifoR  on  the  29th,  captain  Boyd  agreed  withthefe 
gentlemen  that  one  of  them  fhould  go  to  the  rebels 
at  Ennifcorthy,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade  them 
30  difperfe  and  return  to  their  homes ; but  would 
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not  give  authority  to  promife  any  terms  to  the  in- 
furgents  in  cafe  of  fubmiftion.  Colclough,  at  the 
requeft  of  Harvey,  ftipulated  to  go  on  condition 
of  being  permitted  to  bring  Fitzgerald  with  him. 
On  the  arrival  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  at  Ennifcor- 
thy,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day, 
they  found  the  rebels  in  a ftate  of  confufion,  dif- 
tra&ed  in  their  councils,  and  undetermined  in  any 
plan  of  operations— fo me  propofng  to  attack 
Newtownbarry,  others  Rofs,  others  Wexford, 
others  to  remain  in  their  prefent  poft,  the  greateft 
number  to  march  home  for  the  defence  of  their 
houfes  againft  orangemen.  But  when  fhouts,  re- 
peated from  group  to  group,  announced  the  arrival 
of  the  gentlemen  prifoners , as  they  were  called, 
from  Wexford,  the  ftraggling  multitude  foon  col- 
le&ed  into  one  body.  The  rebel  gentlemen's 
meflage  being  delivered  without  effedl,  Colelough, 
a man  of  honour,  retired  with  intention  of  re-en- 
tering his  prifon,  according  to  his  promife  ; but 
Fitzgerald  remained  with  the  rebels,  and  marched 
with  them  that  evening  to  a poft  called  the  Three- 
rocks,  two  miles  and  a half  from  Wexford,  which 
town  they  had,  immediately  after  the  arrival  of 
the  meffengers,  determined  to  attack.  Three- 
rocks,  which  the  rebels  now  chofe  for  their  mili- 
tary ftation,  and  where  they  remained  until  the 
following  day,  is  the  termination  of  a long,  but 
not  high  ridge,  called  the  Mountain  of  Forth,  fe- 
parating  the  baronies  of  Bargy  and  Forth  from  the 
reft  of  the  county. 


Early 
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Early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  colonel  Max- 
well, of  the  Donegal  militia,  with  two  hundred 
men  of  his  regiment  and  a fix-pounder,  accompa- 
nied by  colonel  Colville,  captain  Young,  and 
lieutenant  Soden  of  the  thirteenth  regiment,  who 
volunteered  on  the  occafion,  arrived  in  Wexford 
from  Duncannon-fort,  difpatched  by  general  Faw- 
cet,  who  had  been  apprifed  of  the  infurre&ion  on 
the  27th  by  captain  Knox,  an  officer  fent  to  efcort 
ferjeant  Stanley,  a judge  of  affize,  on  his  way  to 
M unfter.  T his  reinforcement  not  being  fufficient, 
a gentleman,  named  Joffiua  Sutton,  cariieda  letter 
from  the  mayor  of  Wexford  to  the  general,  re- 
quelling  an  additional  force  ; and  returned  with 
an  exhilarating  anfwer,  that  the  general  himfelf 
would  commence  his  march  for  Wexford, the  fame 
evening, from  Duncannon,with  the  thirteenth  regi- 
ment, four  companies  of  the  Meath  militia,  and  a 
party  of  artillery  with  two  howitzers.  On  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  intelligence,  colonel  Maxwell,  leaving 
the  five  paffes  into  the  town  guarded  by  the  yeo- 
men and  North-Cork  militia,  took  poll  with  his 
men  on  the  Windmill-hill  above  the  town,  at  day- 
break on  the  following  morning,  the  30th,  f with 
resolution  to  march  againft  the  enemy  on  the  ar- 
rival of  general  Fawcet’s  army. 

h 2 The 

f At  tins  time  the  great  and  beautiful  wooden  bridge  of 
tVexford  was,  for  purpofes  as  yet  unknown,  fet  on  fire  by  fome 
rebels.  Some  imagine  the  end  propofed  to  be,  the  prevention  of 
fuccours  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river. 
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The  general  had  marched,  according  to  hi? 
promife,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  ; but  unfortu- 
nately halting  at  Taghmon,  feven  miles  from  Wex- 
ford, he  had  fent  forward  3 detachment  of  eighty- 
eight  men,  including  eighteen  of  the  artillery,  with 
the  howitzers,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Adams,  of  the  Meath  militia.  This  detachment 
was  intercepted  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th, 
under  Three-rocks,  by  the  rebel  army,  the  howr- 
itzers  taken,  and  almofl  the  whole  party  Haim 
The  general  is  faid  to  have  been  in  bed  w hen  he 
received  the  news  of  this  difafler,  and  falling  back 
precipitately  with  his  army  to  Duncannon,  to  have 
fent  his  family  to  England — detaining  the  packet- 
boat  two  hours  for  that  purpofe. 

Informed  of  the  definition  of  captain  Adams’s 
detachment, by  lieutenant  Fairelough  of  the  Meath 
militia,  and  lieutenant  Birch  of  the  artillery,  who 
had  efcaped  the  daughter,  and  were  brought  to 
Windmill-hill  by  the  patrole  guards,  colonel  Max- 
well advanced  immediately  with  what  forces  he 
could  collet  towards  the  enemy,  with  defign  to 
retake  the  howitzers,  and  to  co-operate  with  gene- 
ral Fawcet,  of  whofe  retreat  he  had  no  fufpicion. 
When  he  arrived  within  cannon-fhot  of  the  rebels, 
he  found  that  the  howitzers  had  been  drawn  to 
the  top  of  the  ridge,  and  that  fhells  were  thrown 
at  his  army  with  a precifion  w^hich  evinced  the 
operation  of  fome  fkilful  managers.  After  fome 
difcharges  of  his  f^x-pounder  in  return,  the  colonel 
observing  his  left  flank  expofed  by  the  retreat  of 
tome  of  the  Taghmon  cavalry,  the  enemy  making 
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& motion  to  (unround  him,  and  no  appearance  of 
general  Fawcet,  retired  in  good  order  to  Wexford, 
with  the  lofsof  lieuteriant-celonel  Watfon  killed, 
and  two  privates  wounded. 

The  (ituation  of  Wexford,  commanded  by  hills, 
rendered  it  indefenfible  againft  artillery  by  a gar- 
rifon  of  only  fix  hundred  men,  when  the  encreaf- 
iug  number  of  the  rebels  at  Three-rocks  amounted 
to  fifteen  thoufand,  hefide  a ftrcng  force  left  at 
Ennifcorthy.  A number  of  difaffe£led  yeomen 
deferted  to  the  enemy;  many  concealed  rebels 
were  with  good  reafon  fufpe&ed  to  be  awaiting 
within  the  town  an  opportunity  of  co-operating 
with  their  afibciates  without  ; and,  to  complete 
the  diftruft  and  depreffion  of  fpirits  of  the  reft  of 
the  garrifon,  the  North-Cork  militia,  who  had  been 
ftationed  near  the  barrack,  quitted  their  poft  about 
half  after  ten  o’clock,  directing  their  march  to 
Duncannon  ; and  were  followed  immediately,  and 
foon  overtaken,  by  captain  Cornock  with  his  yeo- 
man infantry,  who  retreated  in  like  manner,  f — • 
Thefe  ccnfiderations  obliged  colonel  Maxwell  to 
evacuate  Wexford  ; and  two  deputies,  counfelior 
Richards,  and  his  brother,  an  apothecary,  being 
fent  to  notify  the  evacuation  to  the  rebels,  to 

prevent 


f In  excufe  of  captain  Cornoak,  who  is  generally  admitted 
4o  have  behaved  well  in  the  defence  of  Ennifcorthy,  his  friends 
alledge  that,  feeing  the  retreat  of  the  North-Cork  militia,  he 
thought  it  a retreat  of  the  whole  garrifon,  and  tha£  he  was  con- 
firmed in  that  miftake  by  the  erroneous  information  of  a Mr, 
Jones. 
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prevent  them  from  adling  as  if  the  town  had  been 
taken  by  {form,  the  army  retreated  to  the  fort  of 
Duncannon,  twenty-three  miles  diftant,  accompa- 
nied by  fuch  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  and  refugees 
from  other  places  as  were  willing  and  able  to  per- 
form the  march  with  it, 

I am  forry  to  have  to  add,  that  the  troops  in 
their  progrefs,  on  this  occafion,  through  the  baro- 
nies of  Forth  and  Ba.rgy,  are  fa  id.  to  have  proceed- 
ed in  fuch  diforder,  that  in  cafe  of  purfuit,  which 
was  very  ftrenuoufly  advifed  by  one  of  the  chiefs, 
they  might  have  been  deftroyed.  by  the  rebel 
army  ; while  by  the  devaflations  committed  in 
their  way,  by  the  burning  of  cabins  and  fhooting 
of  peafants,f  they  augmented  the  number  and  rage 
of  the  infurgents — who  took  poffeffion  of  Wexford 
without  oppofition.  A great  number  of  loyaliffs 
in  the  town,  who  had  not  efcaped  with  the  retreat- 
ing army,  endeavoured  to  crowd  on  board  the  vef- 
fels  in  the  harbour,  to  take  refuge  in  Britain  ; but 
of  thefe  only  a few  effe£led  their  purpofe,  for  mofl 
of  the  veffels  being  manned  by  Romanifts,  when 
the  town  was  obferved  to  be  in  poffeflion  of  the 
rebels,  returned  to  the  quays  from  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  and  relanded  their  people. 

While 


f I am  informed  by  a refpectable  gentleman  of  Wexford,  that 
the  yeomen  of  the  retreating  army  ought  to  be  exempt  from  this, 
cenfure  ; that  they  behaved  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  colonel  CoN 
ville,  who  commanded  the  retreat,  and  were  by  him  placed  la 
the  front. 
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While  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  comity  of  Wex- 
ford were  in  this  horrible  Hate  of  commotion,  the 
northern,  about  Gorey,  were  alfo  frightfully  agi- 
tated. The  retreat,  already  mentioned,  of  the 
yeoman  cavalry  from  Oulart,  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th  of  May,  to  Gorey,  was  followed  by 
great  numbers  of  people  hadening  to  the  town  for 
prote&ion,  and  carrying  what  they  could  of  their 
effedls  with  them,  many,  however,  through  terror 
and  precipitation,  leaving  all  behind.  As  Gorey, 
confiding  of  only  one  dreet  with  a number  of  lanes, 
was  garrifoned  by  no  more  than  thirty  of  the 
North-Cork  militia,  under  lieutenant  Swayne,  and 
a number  of  yeomen,  affided  by  an  undifciplined 
crowd,  fome  of  whom  were  armed  only  with  pikes, 
to  abandon  the  town,  and  retreat  to  Arklow,  nine 
miles  to  the  north,  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  was 
at  fird  refolved  ; but  afterward  to  defend  the 
town  was  determined,  carts  and  waggons  being 
drawn  by  way  of  ramparts  acrofs  the  avenues  and 
the  dreet,  the  undifciplined  men  placed  at  the 
windows  to  fire  on  the  approaching  enemy,  and 
the  difciplined  arranged  about  the  centre  of  the 
towm.  In  the  evening  arrived  a reinforcement  of 
the  Antrim  militia,  under  lieutenant  Elliot,  an  ex- 
perienced and  excellent  officer  ; but  as  accounts 
of  devadations  and  murders,  received  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  feemed  to  indicate  the  approach 
of  an  army  of  rebels,  the  apprehenlions  of  whom 
were  rendered  far  more  terrible  by  the  news  of  the 
North-Cork  militia  daughtered  at  Oulart,  orders 
were  iffued  to  abandon  the  town,  and  retire  to 
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Arklow  at  five  o’clock  on  the  following  morning,, 
the  28th  of  May. 

The  earl  of  Courtown,  who  had  refolved  to  de- 
fend Gorey,  if  pofhble,  and  who,  for  want  of  an 
adequate  force,  was  obliged  to  abandon  it,  had 
embodied  a troop  of  yeoman  cavalry  in  Qftober 
of  the  year  1796*  and  had  added  to  it  a body  of 
infantry  and  a confiderable  number  of  fupplenien- 
tary  men.  In  other  parts  of  the  country,  where 
troops  of  this  kind  had  been  embodied,  fubfcrip- 
tions  had  been  raifed,  and  a ftock-purfe  formed, 
for  the  defraying  of  a variety  of  extraordinary  ex- 
pences;  but  not  a farthing  was  contributed  by 
the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gorey  to. 
affifl  the  earl,  on  whom  was  thrown  the  whole  ex- 
pence, and  who  exerted  himfelf  with  an  uncom- 
mon afliduity  and  a&i-vity.  As  he  had  performed 
much  in  the  providing  of  a force  to  obviate  or  fup- 
prefs  rebellion,  fo  his  treatment  of  the  common 
people,  by  his  affable  manners,  had  been  always, 
fuch  as  wasbefl  adapted  to  produce  content  in  the. 
lower  dalles,  and  prevent  a pronenefs  to  infurrec- 
txon.  I confider  myfelf  as  bound  in  ftriflnefs  of 
jufti^e  to  fociety,  thus  far  to  represent  the  conduct 
.of  this  nobleman.  Doubtlefs  the  people  in  the 
.neighbourhood  of  Gorey  were  the  laft  and  leaf! 
5violent  of  all  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  in  rifing 
.againfl  the  eftablifhed  authority;  and  certainly- 
the  behaviour  of  the  Stopford  family  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, toward  their  inferiors,  had  always  been 
remarkably  conciliating  and  humane. 

As 
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As  the  order  to  retreat  was  very  hidden,  on  ac- 
count of  the  imagined  rapid  approach  of  a rcfiftlefs 
and  ferocious  enemy,  a melancholy  fcene  of  trepi- 
dation, confunon,  and  flight  was  the  confequence  ; 
ihc  affrighted  crowd  of  p-eople  running  in  all  di- 
redions  for  their  horfes,  harneffing  their  cars  and 
placing  their  families  on  them  with  precipitation* 
and  e leaping  fpeedily  as  poffible  from  the  town. 
The  road  was  foon  filled  to  a great  extent  with  a 
train  of  cars  loaded  with  women  and  children,  ac- 
companied by  a multitude  on  foot,  many  ofwhoni 
were  women  with  infants  on  their  backs.  The 
w eather  being  hot  and  dry,  the  cloud  of  duft  raifed 
by  the  fugitive  multitude,  of  w;hom  I with  my  fa- 
mily was  a part,  rendered  refpiration  difficult. 
The  reception  which  w7e  found  at  Arklow  was  not 
well  fuited  to  our  calamitous  condition.  Almofl 
fainting  with  hunger,  third,  fatigue,  and  want  of 
ffieep,  we  were  denied  admittance  into  the  town* 
by  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  garri- 
fon,  captain  Rowan  of  the  Antrim  regiment ; and 
great  part  of  the  poorer  fugitives  retiring,  took  re- 
fuge that  day  and  night  under  the  neighbouring 
hedges  ; but  the  better  fort,  after  a little  delay* 
were  admitted,  on  condition  of  quitting  the  town 
in  half  an  hour.  The  loyalifts,  on  permiffion  to 
enter  Arklow,  wrere  obliged  to  deliver  their  arms 
at  the  gate  of  the  barrack  to  the  guard,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  reifore  them  , but,  inflead  of  this,  they 
were  afterwards  formed  into  a pile  in  the  yard  of 
the  barrack  and  burned.  A man  named  Taylor, 
^lerk  of  Camolin  church,  who  made  fome  fcruple 
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to  furrender  his  arms,  was  ftiot  by  the  guard. — 
After  our  ad  million  our  fituation  was  not  fo  com- 
fortable as  we  might  have  expelled,  for  no  re- 
frefhment  could  be  procured  by  money  for  men  or 
horfes,  and  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants  in  general 
teemed  quite  hardened  againft  us.  But,  for  my 
own  part,  I found  very  humane  treatment.  After 
remaining  fome  time  in  the  ftreet,  my  family  were 
courteoufly  invited  by  a lady,  to  whom  we  were 
totally  unknown,  a Mrs.  Hunte,  into  her  houfe, 
where  we  were  kindly  refrelhed  with  food  and 
drink ; and  a gentleman,  Mr.  jofeph  Alford,  to 
whom  we  were  equally  unknown,  coming  acci- 
dentally where  we  were,  infilled  on  our  going  to 
his  houfe,  three  miles  from  Arklqw,  where  we 
found  a number  of  refugees,  all  of  whom  wrere 
treated  with  the  moll  humane  attention. 

Gorey,  meantime,  was  in  a lingular  predicament- 
— abandoned  by  the  loyalifts,  while  the  reft  of  the 
inhabitants  in  fear  and  dubious  anxiety  remained 
clofely  fhut  within  their  houfes,  infomuch  that  all 
was  in  filence  and  folitude,  except  that  an  un- 
principled female,  frantic  with  joy  at  the  flight  of 
her  imagined  enemies,  capered  in  an  extraordi- 
nary manner  in  the  ftreet ; and  that  a pack  of 
hounds  belonging  to  one  of  the  fugitive  gentry, 
exprelfed  their  feelings  on  the  occafion  by  a hide- 
ous and  mournful  yell ; and  that  fix  men,  who 
had  been  that  morning,  though  unarmed,  taken 
prifoners,  fhot  through  the  body  and  left  for  dead 
in  the  ftreet,  were  writhing  with  pain — one  of 
whom,  in  particular,  was  lying  againft  a wall,  anck, 
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though  unable  to  fpeak,  threatened  with  his  fift  3. 
proteftant  who  had  run  back  into  the  town  for 
fomething  which  he  had  forgotten.— -The  yeomen 
returned  in  a few  hours  to  Gorey,  but  immediately 
retreated  again  to  Arklow  ; and  one  of  them,  in 
riding  through  the  former,  met  with  a dangerous 
accident a quantity  of  gunpowder  had  been 
i pilled  on  the  pavement  by  the  militia  in  their 
hafty  retreat,  which,  by  a fpark  ftruck  by  one  cf 
the  horfes’  fhoes,  blew  up,  and  finged  both  horfe 
and  man  in  a frightful  manner,  without,  however, 
any  fatal  effedls.  As  the  rebels  had  bent  their 
march  toward  the  fouthern  parts,  Gorey  remained 
unmolefled,  though  dehitute  of  defence.  Filled 
as  it  was  with  a variety  of  goods,  great  part  of  which 
had  been  carried  thither  for  fafety  from  the  neigh- 
bouring parts,  it  prefenteda  tempting  object  of  de- 
predation ; but  the  pilfering  of  the  lower  clafs  of 
the  townfpeople  was  prevented  by  the  better  fort 
ofRomanift  inhabitants,  who  formed  themfelves 
into  guards  to  protedl  the  houfes  of  their  proteftant 
neighbours  ; and  when  a multitude  of  women  had 
affembled  at  fome  diftance  to  come  and  plunder 
the  town,  they  difperfed  in  a fright  on  the  receipt 
of  falfe  news  that  the  Ancieiu-Britifh  regiment  of 
cavalry  was  approaching.  At  length  John  Hunter 
Gowan,  Efq.  a magiftrate  who  had  in  a mofl  me- 
ritorious and  fuccefsful  manner  exerted  himfelf 
many  years  in  the  apprehending  and  profecuting 
of  robbers,  and  had  been  partly  rewarded  for  his 
fervices  by  a penfion  from  government  of  £100 
^-year,  collected  a body  of  men  to  garrifon  the 
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town.  On  the  30th  and  31ft  of  May  the  greater 
part  of  the  fugitives  returned  from  Arklow  to  their 
homes,  and  the  militia  and  yeomanry,  who  had 
abandoned  Gorey  on  the  28th,  refumed  their  Na- 
tion in  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  infurgents  having  pofTef- 
lion  of  all  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, except  Rofs  and  Duncannon  on  the  weftern 
border,  began  to  turn  their  attention  toward  the 
north  ; and  on  the  morning  of  the  ift  of  June,  the 
beautiful  little  town  of  Bunclody,  otherwise  term- 
ed Newtownbarry,  fituate  ten  miles  north- weft- 
ward  of  Ennifcorthy,  was  attacked  by  a great  body 
of  rebels,  detached  from  their  poft  of  Vinegar-hill, 
an  eminence  at  the  foot  of  which  the  town  of  En- 
nifcorthy is  built.  The  garrifon,  including  yeo- 
men and  volunteers,  confifted  of  about  five  hun- 
dred men,  of  whom  about  three  hundred  were 
militia,  under  colonel  Leftrange,  of  the  King’s 
County  regiment.  The  rebel  force,  amounting  per- 
haps to  five  thoufand  in  number,  conduced  by 
feveral  chiefs,  among  whom  was  Father  Kern,  a. 
man  of  extraordinary  ftature,  ftrength,  and  ferocity, 
advanced  to  the  attack  on  both  fides  of  the  river 
Slaney,  on  the  weftern  bank  of  which  the  town  is 
built,  and  commenced  a fire  from  a brafs  fix- 
pounder,  a howitzer,  and  fome  fwivel  guns.  The 
colonel,  according  to  the  too-commonly  pra&ifed 
mode  of  the  king’s  officers,  ordered  the  troops  to 
abandon  the  town,  contrary  to  the  earneft  remon- 
ftrancesof  the  yeoman  officers  and  volunteers:  but 
after  a retreat  of  about  a mile,  he  yielded  to  the 
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felicitations  of  lieutenant-colonel  Wefienra,  and 
fuffered  the  troops  to  be  led  back  to  the  fuccour 
of  a few  determined  loyalills,  who  had  remained 
in  the  town,  and  continued  a fire  on  the  enemy 
from  fome  houfes.  This  accidental  manoeuvre 
had  all  the  advantages  of  a preconcerted  flratagenn 
The  rebels,  who  had  ru filed  into  the  fireet  in  a 
confufed  multitude,  intent  on  plunder  and  devafi 
tation,  and  totally  unapprchenfive  of  the  return 
of  the  troops,  were  unprepared  to  withfiand  the 
onfet  of  the  foldiery  preceded  by  the  fire  of  two 
pieces  of  cannon.  With  the  lofs  of  only  two  men 
on  the  fide  of  the  loyalifis,  that  of  the  rebels  may 
have  amounted  to  near  two  hundred.  This  vic- 
tory was  of  no  fmall  importance,  as  their  conquefi 
of  Bunclody  would  have  opened  a way  for  the 
Wexfordian  rebels  into  the  county  of  Carlow,  the 
riling  of  whofe  inhabitants  to  co-operate  with 
thofe  of  Wicklow  and  Kildare,  already  in  arms, 
mull  in  the  Hate  of  the  country,  as  it  was  then 
circumfianced,  have  given  great  embarraffment  to 
adminiftration. 

Hills  of  a commanding  profpebl  were  always 
chofen  by  the  rebels  for  their  Rations  or  polls. 
Thefe  polls  they  termed  camps,  though  they  were 
dellitute  of  tents,  except  a few  for  their  chiefs, 
and  the  people  remained  in  the  open  air  in  vaft 
multitudes,  men  and  women  promifeuoufly,  fome 
lying  covered  with  blankets  at  night,  and  fome 
without  other  covering  than  the  clothes  which  they 
wore  in  the  day.  This  mode  of  warfare  was  fa- 
voured by  an  uninterrupted  continuance  of  dry  and 
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warm  weather,  to  fnch  a length  of  time  as  is  Very 
nnufual  in  Ireland  in  that  feafon,  or  any  feafon  of 
the  year.  This  was  regarded  by  the  rebels  as  a 
particular  interpolition  of  Providence  in  their 
favour ; and  fome  among  them  are  faid  to  have 
declared,  in  a prophetic  tone,  that'  not  a drop  of 
rain  was  to  Fall  until  they  fhould  be  matters  of  all 
Ireland.  On  the  other  hand  the  fame  was  contt- 
dered  by  the  fugitive  loyaiitts  as  a merciful  favour 
of  heaven,  ttnce  bad  weather  mutt  have  miferabty 
augmented  their  dittrefs,  and  have  caufed  many 
to  perifh.  In  thefe  encampments  or  ttations, 
among  fuch  crowds  of  riotous  undifciplined  men, 
under  no  regular  authority,  the  greateft  diforder 
mutt  be  fuppofed  to  have  prevailed.  Often  when 
a rebel  was  in  a found  tteep  in  the  night,  he  was 
robbed  by  fome  aflbciate  of  his  gun,  or  fome 
other  article  at  that  time  valuable  j to  tteep  flat  on 
the  belly,  with  the  hat  and  flioes  tied  under  the 
breaft,  for  the  prevention  of  ttealth,  was  a cuttom 
with  many.  They  were  in  nothing  more  irregular 
than  in  the  cooking  of  provittons,  many  of  them 
cutting  pieces  at  random  out  of  cattle  fcarccly 
dead,  without  waiting  to  flay  them,  and  roafting 
thofe  pieces  on  the  points  of  their  pikes,  together 
with  the  parts  of  the  hide  which  belonged  to  them. 
The  heads  of  cattle  were  feldom  eaten,- but  gene- 
rally left  to  rot  on  the  fur  face  of  the  ground  ; and 
to  were  often  large  parts  of  the  carcafes,  after  many 
pieces  had  been  cut  from  them,  which  pradice 
might  in  a fhort  time  have  caufcd  a peftilence. 
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The  Nation  which  the  rebels  chofe,  when  they 
bent  their  force  toward  Gorey,  was  the  hill  of 
Corrigrua,  feven  miles  towards  the  fouthweft  from 
that  town.  A body  of  above  a thoufand,  fome 
fay  four  thoufand,  detached  from  this  poll,  took 
poffeflion  of  the  little  village  of  Ballycannoo,  four 
miles  from  Gorey  to  the  fouth,  on  the  evening  of 
the  i ft  of  June,  and  were  advancing  to  fix  their 
llation  on  the  hill  of  Ballymanaann,  midway  be= 
tween  the  above-named  village  and  town,  when 
they  were  met  near  the  village  by  the  garrifon  of 
Gorey,  who  had  marched  to  nop  their  progrefs.. 
Having  returned  home  the  preceding  day  with  my 
family  from  Arklow,  I happened  to  be  at  that 
time  on  the  road  near  Gorey,  when  a man  on  the 
top  of  a houfe  cried  out  to  me  that  all  the  country 
to  the  fouth  was  in  a blaze ; for  ftraggling  parties  of 
the  rebels  attending  the  motions  of  the  main  body 
had  as  ulual  fet  fire  to  many  houfes.  I had  hardly 
got  a view  of  the  conflagration,  when  I heard  a 
difcharge  of  mufketry,  which  continued  fome  time 
without  intermiflion.  Since  I have  learned  the 
particulars  of  this  engagement,  I confider  it,  though 
fmall  and  unnoticed,  as  one  of  the  molt  brilliant 
of  the  croppy  war. 

The  little  army,  which  had  marched  from  Go- 
rey on  this  occafton,  confided  of  twenty  of  the 
Antrim  militia,  under  lieutenant  Elliot,  who  di- 
re£led  the  movements  of  the  whole;  twenty  of  the 
ISlorth-Cork  ; about  fifty  yeoman  infantry,  includ- 
ing fupplementary  men  ; and  three  troops  of 
yeoman  cavalry,  the  laft  of  whom  were  ufelefs  in 
battle.  As  the  rebels  had  not  procured  accurate 
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intelligence,  and  as  troops  from  Dublin  had  btcri 
tome  days  expe&ed,  the  cloud  of  dull,  excited  by 
the  little  army  of  Gorey,  caufed  them  to  imagine 
that  a formidable  force  was  coming  againft  them. 
Under  this  perfuafton,  they  difpofed  not  them- 
felves  to  the  be  ft  advantage,  for  they  might  eafiiy 
have  furrounded  and  deftroyed  the  little  band  op~ 
pofed  to  them.  They  attempted  it  however  in  a 
diforderly  manner  ; but  fo  regular  and  fteady  a 
fire  was  maintained  by  the  militia,  particularly 
the  Antrim,  that  the  half-difciplined  fupplements 
of  the  yeomen,  encouraged  thereby,  behaved  with 
equal  fteadinefs  ; and  fuch  was  the  effedl,  that 
the  rebels  were  totally  routed,  and  fled  in  the  ut* 
moft  confufion  in  all  directions.  The  yeoman 
cavalry,  iiotwithftanding  repeated  orders  from 
lieutenant  Elliot,  delayed  too  long,  through  mil- 
take  of  one  of  their  officers,  to  purfue  the  runa- 
ways, otherwife  a great  flaughter  might  have  been 
made.  The  victorious  band  advancing  fired 
fome  houfes  in  Ballycannoo,  and  fpread  fuch  a 
terror  that  no  attempt  was  made  againft  them  from 
the  poll  of  Corrigrua  ; fo  that  they  returned  lafely 
to  Gorey, with  above  a hundred  captive  horfes  and 
other  fpoiL 

In  this  engagement,  and  all  others  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  rebellion,  the  rebels  elevated  their 
guns  too  much'  for  execution,  fo  that  only  . three 
loyalifts  were  wounded,  none  killed.  The  number 
of  flam  on  the  oppoiite  fide  was  probably  about 
fixty,  perhaps  near  a hundred.  Many  fine  horfes, 
which  the  .routed  party  was  obliged  to  leave  be- 
hind,  were  by  them  killed  or  maimed,  that  they 
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might  be  rendered  ufelefs.  The  hardinefs  and 
agility  of  the  labouring  claffes  of  the  Irilh  were 
Oil  this,  and  other  occafions  in  the  courfe  of  the 
rebellion,  very  remarkable.  Their  fwiftnefs  of 
foot,  and  adtivity  in  paffing  over  brooks  a fid  ditches, 
were  fuch  that  they  could  not  always  in  crofling 
the  fields  be  overtaken  by  horfemen  ; and  with  fo 
much  ffrength  of  conffitution  were  they  found  to 
be  endued,  that  to  kill  them  was  difficult,  many 
after  a multitude  of  ftabs  not  expiring  until  their 
necks  were  cut  acrofs.  In  fadt,  the  number  of 
perfons  who  in  the  various  battles,  maffacres,  and 
ikirmifhes  of  this  war,  were  fnot  through  the  body, 
and  recovered  of  their  wounds,  has  greatly  furprif- 
ed  me.  A fmall  occurrence  after  the  battle,  of 
which  a foil  of  mine  was  a witnefs,  may  help  to 
filuffrate  the  ffate  of  the  country  at  that  time 
Two  yeomen  coming  to  a brake  or  clump  of 
bullies,  and  obferving  a fmall  motion  as  if  fome 
perfons  were  hiding  there,  one  of  them  fired  into 
it,  and  the  fhot  was  anfwered  by  a moll  piteous 
and  loud  fcreech  of  a child.  The  other  yeoman 
was  then  urged  by  his  companion  to  fire  ■ but  he 
being  a gentleman,  and  lefs  ferocious,  inffead  of 
firing,  commanded  the  concealed  perfons  to  ap- 
pear, when  a poor  woman  and  eight  children,  al- 
moff  naked,  one  of  whom  was  feverely  wounded, 
came  trembling  from  the  brake,  where  they  had 
fecreted  themfelves  for  lafety. 

Difappointed,  by  the  defeat  at  Ballycannoo,  of 
taking  poff  on  Ballymanaann-hill  cn  the  iff  of  June, 
and  of  advancing  thence  to  Gorey  on  the  end,  the 

*i  rebel 


HISTORY  OF  ±HE 


II4 

rebel  army  on  Corrigrua  hill  remained  in  that  fta- 
tion  till  the  4th.  Meantime  the  long  and  anxioufly 
expected  army  under  major-general  Loftus  arrived 
in  Gorey.  The  fight  of  fifteen  hundred  fine 
troops,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery,  filled  every 
loyal  bread  with  confidence,  infomueh  that  not 
a doubt  was  entertained  of  the  immediate  and 
total  difperfion  of  the  rebels.  The  plan  was  to 
march  the  army  in  two  divifions,  by  two  different 
roads,  to  the  pod  of  Corrigrua,  and  to  attack  the 
enemy  with  combined  forces,  in  which  attack  they 
expe&ed  the  eo-operation  of  fome  other  troops* 
But  while  this  arrangement  was  made,  on  the  4th 
of  June,  by  the  army,  the  rebels  were  preparing  to 
quit  Corrigrua,  and  to  march  to  Gorey  ; for,  by  a 
letter  from  Gorey  to  a pried  named  Philip  Roach, 
then  in  bed  in  the  houfe  of  Richard  Donovan,  Efq. 
of  Ballymore,  at  the  foot  of  the  above-mentioned 
hill,  information  was  received  by  the  rebel  chiefs, 
about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  of  the  intended 
motions  of  the  army.  The  publicity  of  the 
adopted  plan  of  operations,  by  which  the  difaf- 
felled  in  the  town  were  enabled  to  give  this  infor- 
mation to  the  enemy,  was  probabiy  occafioned  by 
the  imprudence  of  colonel  Walpole,  who  claimed 
an  independent  and  difcretionary  command.  In- 
telligence of  the  plan  of  the  rebels  march  was 
carried  to  the  army  with  the  mod  eager  difpatch, 
by  a refpedlable  farmer,  named  Thomas  Dowling, 
who  made  application  fucceffively  to  feveral  offi- 
cers, all  of  whom  defpifed  his  information,  and 
fome  threatened  him  with  imprifonment  and 
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The  army  began  its  march  in  two  divifions,  ac- 
cording to  the  above  plan,  about  the  fame  time 
that  the  rebels  began  theirs  in  one  body.  The 
latter  were  met  nearly  midway  between  Gorey 
and  Corrigrua  by  the  divifion  under  colonel  Wal- 
pole—a gentleman  much  more  fit  for  the  place  of 
a courtier  than  that  of  a military  leader.  As  no 
fcouts  nor  flanking-parties  were  employed  by  this 
commander,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  until  he  aflually  faw  them,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a few  yards,  advancing  on  him  in  a place 
called  Tubberneering.  Walpole  feems  not  to 
have  been  'deficient  in  courage.  The  action  com- 
menced in  a confufed  manner.  The  rebels  pour- 
ed a tremendous  fire  from  the  fields  on  both  fides 
of  the  road,  and  he  received  a bullet  through  the 
head  in  ra  few  minutes.  His  troops  fled  in  the  ut- 
moft  diforder,  leaving  their  cannon,  confifting  of 
two  fix-pounders  and  a lmaller  piece,  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  They  were  purfued  as  far  as  Gorey, 
in  their  flight  through  which  they  were  galled  by  a 
fire  of  guns  from  fome  of  the  houfes,  where  fome 
rebels  had  taken  their  ftation.  The  unfortunate 
loyalifls  of  Gorey,  who  a few  minutes  before  had 
thought  themfelves  perfe&ly  fecure,  fled,  as  many 
as  could  efcape,  to  Arklow  with  the  routed  army, 
leaving  all  their  effeds  behind. 

While  Walpole’s  divifion  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  general  Loftus,  marching  by  a different 
road,  that  of  Ballycannoo,  and  hearing  the  noife 

I 2,  Of 


:i6 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


cf  battle,  detached  feventy  men,  the  grenadier 
company  of  the  Antrim  regiment  of  militia,  acrofs 
the  fields  to  its  affiftanee.  This  body  was  inter- 
cepted by  the  rebels,  who  were  in  purfuit  of  the 
routed  army,  and  almoft  all  killed  or  taken  ; and  as 
near  forty  men  of  W alpole’s  divifton  were  loft,  the 
detriment  on  the  whole  amount  was  confiderable. 
Meanwhile  the  general,  ignorant  of  the  colonel’s 
fate,  and  unable  to  bring  his  artillery  acrofs  the 
fields,  continued  his  march  along  the  highway, 
and  coming  round  by  a long  circuit  to  the  field  of 
battle,  was  at  laft  made  acquainted  with  the  event. 
He  then  followed  the  march  of  the  rebels  toward 
Gorey,  and  coming  within  view  of  them,  found 
them  ported  on  Gorey-hill,  a commanding  emi- 
nence, at  the  foot  of  which  the  town  is  built.  Con- 
vinced that  he  could  neither  attack  them  in  their 
port  with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  nor  pafs  by  them 
into  the  town  without  great  hazard,  he  retreated  to 
Garnew,  and  in  his  retreat  was  faluted  with  a fire 
of  the  artillery  of  the  rebels  from  the  top  of  the 
hill,  whither  they  had,  by  the  ftrength  of  men, 
drawn  the  cannon  taken  from  Walpole’s  men,  be- 
fide  fome  pieces  brought  from  Wexford.  Think- 
ing Carn-ew  an  unfafe  port,  though  the  gentlemen 
o;f  that  neighbourhood  thought,  and  ftili  think, 
quite  otherwife,  as  he  was  there  at  the  head  of 
twelve  hundred  effective  men,  he  abandoned  that 
part  of  the  country  to  the  rebels,  and  retreated 
nine  miles  farther,  to  the  town  of  Tuliow,  in  the 
county  of  Carlow. 
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While  one  formidable  body  of  the  Wexfordian 
infurgents  was  advancing  its  pofition  toward  the 
north,  another  ftill  more  formidable  was  preparing 
to  attempt  the  fame  toward  the  fouth-weft.  The 
conqueft  of  New  Rofs,  in  that  quarter,  fituate  on 
the  river  formed  by  the  united  ftreams  of  theNore 
and  Barrow,  would  have  laid  open  a communica- 
tion with  the  difaffecled  in  the  counties  of  Water- 
ford and  Kilkenny,  many  thoufands  of  whom 
were  fuppofed  ready  to  rife  in  arms  at  the  appear- 
ance of  their  fuccefsful  confederates.  The  feizure 
of  that  important  pod,  when  it  might  have  been 
effe6ted  without  oppofition,  on  the  29th  of  May, 
the  day  fucceeding  that  in  which  Ennifcorthy  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  infurgents,  had  been 
vehemently  urged  at  Ennifcorthy  by  a chief 
named  Hay,  and  a great  number  had  agreed  to 
march  with  him  for  that  purpofe.  Fortunately, 
on  the  arrival,  already  related,  of  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, accompanied  by  Colclough,  from  Wex- 
ford prifon,  this  plan  was  for  a time  laid  afide. — 
Fitzgerald,  between  whom  and  Hay  an  enmity 
had  fublifted,  and  even  a duel  been  fought,  oppof- 
ed  the  fcheme  of  marching  to  Rofs,  and  recom- 
mended the  releafe  of  the  prifoners  in  Wexford  by 
the  capture  of  that  town.  Elis  influence  being  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  Hay,  his  propofal  was  adopted — 
and  thus  captain  Boyd,  by  the  fending  of  this  man 
to  Ennifcorthy,  prevented  a moh:  dangerous  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  rebellion. 

When  the  immediate  obje£l  recommended  by 
Fitzgerald  was  attained,  the  rebel  army  at  Wrex- 

ford. 


118 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


ford,  choofing  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey,  now 
liberated  from  priion,  for  their  generaliffimo,  divid- 
ed into  two  main  bodies ; one  of  which  directed  its 
courfe  northward  to  Gorey  ; the  other,  conduced 
*by  Harvey  in  perfon,  had  for  its  obje£t  the  conqueft 
ofRofs.  The  latter,  after  having  taken  poll  on 
Carrickburn-mountain,  within  fix  miles  of  Rofs> 
where  it  was  reviewed  and  organized,  advanced  on 
the  4th  of  June  to  Corbet-hill,  within  a mile  of 
that  town,  the  obje£l  of  attack  for  the  next  morn- 
ing. Harvey,  though  neither  deflitute  of  perfonal 
courage,  nor  in  fome  r.efpe£ts  of  a good  under- 
flanding,  pofTefTednot  that  calm  intrepidity  which 
is  neceflary  in  the  compofltion  of  a military  officer* 
nor  thofe  rare  talents  by  which  an  undifciplined 
multitude  may  be  dire£led  and  controlled.  He 
formed  the  plan  of  an  attack  on  three  different 
parts  of  the  town  at  once,  which would  probably 
have  fucceeded  if  it  had  been  pu.t  in  execution. — 
Having  fent  a fummons  for  furrendry  of  the  town 
to  the  commander  of  the  king’s  troops,  with  a flag 
of  truce,  the  bearer  of  which,  of  the  name  of  Fur- 
long, fell  by  a fhot  in  the  performance  of  his  mif- 
fion,*  he  was  arranging  his  forces  for  the  affault^ 
when,  finding  them  galled  by  a fire  from  the  out- 
pofls  of  the  garrifon,  he  ordered  a brave  young 

man, 

* To  (hoot  all  perfons  carrying  flags,  of.  truce  from  the  rebels, 
appears  to  have  been  a maxim  with  his  majefly’s  forces.  The 
meafure  may  have  been  wife,  but  it  may  have  rendered  the  re- 
bels more  ferocious,  and  prevented  the  efcape  of  loyalists,  who 
otherwise  might  attempt  to  run  from  the  rebels  and  take  refuge 
with  the  royal  troops. 
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man,  of  the  name  of  Kelly,  to  put  himfeif  at  the 
head  of  five  hundred  men,  and  to  difiodge  the 
troops  who  were  giving  this  annoyance.  Kelly, 
followed  confufedly  by  a much  greater  number 
than  he  wifhed,  executed  his  corn  million ; but  his 
men,  infiead  of  returning  to  the  main  body  as  they 
had  been  ordered,  rufhed  headlong  into  the  town, 
drove  back  the  cavalry,  with  flaughter,  on  the  in- 
fantry, feized  the  cannon,  and  being  followed  in 
their  fuccefsful  career  by  crowds  from  the  hill, 
feemed  fome  time  nearly  mafters  of  the  town.— 
From  a full  perfuafion  of  a decided  viflory  in  fa- 
vour of  the  rebel  army,  fome  officers  of  the  garri- 
fon  fied  to  Wa.terford,  twelve  miles  diftant,  with 
this  alarming  intelligence- 

As  the  original  plan  of  attack  wasneglefled  and 
forgotten  by  the  rebels,  flufned  with  the  fuccefs  of 
this  premature  onfct  in  one  quarter,  the  troops  of 
the  Dublin  and  Donegal  militia  maintaining  their 
polls  at  the  market-houfe  and  a llation  called  Fair- 
gate,  prevented  them  from  penetrating  into  the 
centre  of  the  town  ; while  major-general  Johnfon, 
the  commander,  a man  of  confummate  courage 
and  fervent  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his  country, 
was,  by  vehement  exertions,  aided  by  thofe  of  an 
extraordinary  gentleman,  an  inhabitant  of  Rofs, 
named  M’Cormick,  labouring  to  rally  the  difcom- 
fited  l'oldiery.  Brought  back  to  the  charge  by 
uncommon  efforts,  after  they  had  fied  acrofs  the 
river  to  the  Kilkenny  fide,  the  troops  of  the  gal- 
lant Johnfon  recovered  their  poll  and  drove  the 
rebels  from  the  town— the  outlkirts  of  which  were 
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now  in  flames,  fired  by  the  afifailants  and  difaffecb 
ed  inhabitants,  as  Ennifcorthy  had  been-  The. 
rebels  in  their  turn,  rallied  by  their  chiefs,  returned 
with  fury  to  the  affault,  and  regained  tome  ground. 
Again  diflodged  by  the  fame  exertions  as  before, 
and  a third  time  rallied,  they  were  at  lafl  finally 
repulfed,  after  an  engagement  of  above  ten  hours, 
ending  about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Though  this  was  doubtlefs  the  mcft  bloody  bat- 
tle of  the  croppy  war,  I am  not  convinced  that  the 
lofs  of  the  affailants  amounted  to  three  thoufand, 
or  even  two  thirds  of  that  number.*  That  of  the 
royal  army  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  was 
acknowledged  to  be  two  hundred  and  thirty,  of 
whom  ninety  lay  dead  on  the  fcene  of  a&ion.  f 
This  army,before  the  battle,  had  confifled  of  about 

twelve  hundred  men.^ -The  rebels  left  behind 

them  in  their  retreat  fourteen  fwivel  guns,  and  four 
cannon  on  fhip-carriages.  An  artillery  man  of 
the  royal  army,  a prifoner  of  the  rebels,  hrd  been 
appointed  to  the  management  of  one  of  thofe  can- 
non, with  menaces  of  infiant  death  if  he  fhould  not 
level  right— -and  death  he  inftantly  found  for  aim- 
ing high.  The  fight  had  been  fo  irregularly  main- 
tained; 

* In  Mr.  George  Taylor’s  hiftorical  account  of  the  Wex- 
fordian  rebellion,  he  Hates  the  number  of  the  (lain,  from  the  nar- 
rative of  a friend  on  whofe  veracity  he  relies,  at  feven  thoufand  l 
O Taylor,  thou  art  a woithy  methodift ; and  truly  great  is  thy 
faith — but  put  it  not  fo  much  in  vain  glorious  men  ! 

f Among  the  flain  were  cornet  Lad-well,  of  the  5th  dragoons* 
and  lord  Mountjoy,  colonel  of  the  county  of  Dublin  militias 


IRISH  REBELLION* 


1 21 


tallied  by  the  rebel  forces,  that  betide  the  neglect 
of  their  original  plan,  probably  not  half,  or  even 
a fourth  part  of  their  number,  (fuppofed  to  be 
near  twenty  thousand)  ever  defcended  from  Cor- 
bett hill  to.  Hi  are  the  danger  ;■  and  many  in  the 
beginning  of  the  aflion  fled  to  their  homes,  and 
were,  fome  hours  before  the  decifion  of  the  com- 
bat, giving  a fancied  narration  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 

day* 

The  alliance  of  cowardice  with  cruelty  cannot 
perhaps  be  more  ftrongly  exemplified  than  in 
fome  of  this  day’s  tranfabtions.  Some  run-away 
rebels,  who  had  not  dared  to  hazard  their  perfons 
in  the  battle,  turned  their  fury  againft  obje&s 
equally  void  of  criminality  as  incapable  of  refin- 
ance. Befide  the  maffacre  of  three  protehant 
men,  who  had  fought  courageoufly  on  the  fide  of 
the  rebels  againh  the  king’s  forces,  they  committed 
an  a£l  of  fuch  atrocity  as  requires  no  comment - 
At  the  houfeof  Scullabogue,  the  property  of  a Mr. 
ICing,  at  the  foot  of  Carnckburn- mountain,  had 
been  left,  when  the  rebel  army  marched  to  Corbet- 
hill,  above  two  hundred  protenant  prifoners  of 
both  fexes  and  all  ages,  under  a guard  command, 
ed  by  John  Murphy,  of  Loghnagheer.  The  run- 
aways, declaring  that  the  royal  army  in  Rofs  were 
fhooting  all  the  prifoners,  and  butchering  the  ca- 
tholics who  had  fallen  into  their  hands,  feigned 
an  order  from  Harvey  for  the  execution  of  thofe  at 
Scullabogue.  This  order,  which  Harvey,  himfelf 
a protenant  and  a man  of  humanity,  was  utterly 
incapable  of  giving,  Murphy  is  faid  to  have  refin- 
ed— 
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ed — but  his  reftftance  was  vain.  Thirty-feven 
were  fhot  and  piked  at  the  hall-door  ; and  the 
reft,  a hundred  and  eighty-four  in  number,  cram- 
med into  a barn,  were  burned  alive — the  roof 
being  fired,  and  ftraw  thrown  into  the  flames  to 
feed  the  conflagration.  1 have  converfed  with 
fome  rcfpedtable  men  who  viewed  the  fcene  of  this 
diabolical  action  on  the  following  day,  and  who 
were  flruck  with  inexpreflible  horrors  at  the  fight. 
Father  John  Shallow,  Roman-catholic  prieft  of 
A dam  flown,  has  been  charged  by  fome  with  being, 
concerned  in,  or  approving  of  this  horrid  bufmefs; 
but  from  the  affidavits  of  three  proteflants  which 
I have  read,  and  other  grounds,  lam  decidedly  in- 
clined to  think  the  charge  not  well  founded.  An- 
other priefl;  is  on  more  probable  grounds  confider- 
ed  by  fome  as  the  chief  inftigator  of  this  horrible 
deed — whofe  name  I forbear  to  mention,  left  he 
may  poffibly  be  innocent,  and  I fhould  unjuftly 
bring  odium  on  him.*  A few  Romanifts,  accord- 
ing to  fome  accounts  fifteen  in  number,  one  of 
whom  was  Father  Shallow’s  clerk,  had  been,  partly 
by  miftake  or  inadvertence,  partly  from  obnoxious 
circumftances  in  the  unfortunate  objefts,  inclofed 
in  the  barn  with  the  proteflants,  and  by  the  precb 
pitancy  of  the  murderers  fhared  the  fame  fate. 

Re-occu- 

* 1,  however,  after  having  written  this  volume,  now  find  his 
name  (Father  Murphy  of  Taghmon)  given  in  Sir  Richard  Muf- 
~rave’s  great  colle&ion  Riled,  “ Memoirs  of  the  different  Re- 
bellions in  Ireland.”  1 wifn  he  may  prove  his  innocence. 
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Re-occupying,  on  the  day  of  their  defeat  at 
Rofs,  their  former  poll  on  Carrickburn,  the  rebel 
troops  murmured  againft  the  military  conduct  of 
Harvey,  who  in  confeqnence  resigned  a command 
no  better  than  nominal,  and  retired  to  Wexford. 
Removing  from  this  pofition,  after  a flay  of  two 
days,  they  took  poll  on  Slyeeve-Keelter,  a hill 
which  rifes  over  the  river  of  Rofs,  formed  by  the 
united  ft  reams  of  the  Nore  and  Barrow,  probably 
with  defign  to  intercept  the  navigation  of  this 
channel  between  Waterford,  Rofs,  and  Dun  can- 
non-fort. In  this  they  in  fome  degree  fucceeded  ; 
for,  though  they  failed  in  their  attempts  on  fome 
gun-boats,  in  their  engagements  with  which 
fome  lives  were  loft,  they  obliged  fome  fmall 
veflels  to  furrender  ; in  one  of  thefe  was  a mail, 
from  which  they  learned  much  concerning  the 
flate  of  the  kingdom  in  general  from  news- papers 
and  private  letters.  Here,  by  a tumultuous  elec- 
tion, was  chofen  for  general,  in  the  place  of  Har- 
vey, Father  Philip  Roach,  already  mentioned  as  a 
leader  at  the  battle  of  Tubberneering,  a man  of 
large  ftature  and  boifterous  manners,  not  ill 
adapted  to  diredt  by  influence  the  disorderly  bands 
among  whom  he  acled.  Without  fuch  influence, 
titles  of  command  were  merely  nominal ; nor 
among,  a number  of  chiefs  in  a rebel  army,  could 
any  one  with  truth  be  faid  to  govern  the  whole 
body.  The  priefts,  by  their  habitual  government 
in  fpiritual  matters,  had  naturally  the  principal 
fway,  efpecially  thofe  whofe  rage  of  bigotry  was 

mod 
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moft  confpicuous.  Great  numbers  of  the  rebels 
acknowledged  no  other  leader  than  Father  John 
Murphy,  the  fanatic  who  firft  raifed  the  flag  of 
infurreCtion  in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

Quitting  the  poll:  of  Slyeeve-Keelter  in  three 
days  after  their  arrival,  the  troops  of  Philip  Roach 
occupied  the  hill  of  Lacken,  within  a mile  of 
Rols,  where  they  formed  a lefs  irregular  encamp- 
ment than  ufual,  many  tents  being  eredted  for  the 
lodgment  of  their  officers.  A detachment,  lent 
hence  for  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  town  of 
Borns  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  tv/elve  miles  dif- 
tant,  on  the  12th,  was,  by  afire  of  the  garrifon 
from  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Cavenagh,  ufed  on  the  oc= 
cafion  as  a fortrefs,  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  ten 
killed  and  many  wounded,  while  only  one  foldier 
fell  on  the  fide  of  the  loyaliffs ; but  this  handfome 
little  town  wras  in  great  part  burned.  With  ex- 
ception  of  this  fruitlefs  attempt,  the  bands  on 
Lacken  lay  inactive,  regaling  themfelves  on  the 
flaughtered  cattle  and  liquors,  which  were  pro- 
cured in  plenty  from  the  country  in  their  poffef* 
fi on,  and  fo  negligent  of  their  fafety,  that,  in  any 
night  after  the  two  firft,  they  might  have  been 
furprifed  and  put  to  the  rout  by  a fmall  detach- 
ment from  the  garrifon  of  Rofs. 

Inactivity,  at  leaft  procraftination,  among  the 
rebels  was  not  confined  to  the  army  of  Philip 
Roach  ; for  to  the  terrible  repulfc  at  Rofs,  received 
by  their  forces  on  the  fouth-weftern  border,  was 
added  an  error  of  conduCt  on  the  northern,  which, 
providentially  for  the  Britifh  empire  in  general. 
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and  the  proteflants  of  Ireland  in  particular,  cauled 
the  ruin  of  their  fcheme.  Many  perfons  are  of 
opinion  that  government  had,  by  burnings,  im- 
prifonments,  free  quarters  of  foldiers,  floggings, 
and  other  fevere  meafures,  intended  to  force  a 
partial  infurre£lion  of  the  United  Irifh,  in  order 
that  by  the  fuppreflion  of  it  all  fchemes  of  rebel- 
lion might  be  eradicated.  In  my  opinion,  to  pre- 
vent, not  raife  infurre£lions,  mu  ft  have  been  the 
objeft  of  government ; the  latter  being  too  dan- 
gerous a ftratagem  for  any  wife  politician  to  defign 
If  the  rebels,  immediately  after  the  rout  of  Wal- 
pole’s army,  had  advanced  to  Arklow,  they  could 
have  taken  pofieffion  of  it  without  the  leaf!  refif- 
tance  ; for  the  garrifon  fled  from  it  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th  of  June,  before  day,  to  Wicklow.  The 
infurgents  then  of  the  county  of  Wicklow,  who 
had  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  been  kept  in  check 
by  major  Hardy,  the  commander  in  that  part,  and 
who  had  been  repulfed  in  five  different  actions, 
neither  eafily  defcribable,  nor  of  ufe  to  be  de- 
fcribed,  muff  have  become  far  more  audacious, 
and  have  eo-eperated  with  the  Wexfordian  rebels. 
The  garrifon  of  Wicklow  mufl,  like  that  of  Ark- 
low, have  abandoned  its  poft,  on  the  approach  of 
the  united  multitudes,  and  fallen  back  on  Bray, 
only  ten  miles  from  the  capital.  The  rebels  might 
have  proceeded  with  perpetual  encreafing  numbers, 
and  feized  Bray  in  like  manner  ; and  what  in  all 
probability  would  have  been  the  effed  of  this  mo- 
tion, when  lo  many  thoufands  in  Dublin  and  the 
adjacent  counties  were  waiting  for  fuch  an  oppor- 

• tunity 
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tUnity  to  take  arms,  I am  unwilling  to  date,  I 
am  alio  unable  to  explain  the  motive  for  a piece 
of  condudl  in  the  officer  who  commanded  in  Ark- 
low  when  the  garrifon  was  preparing  for  flight. 
Orders  were  iffued  that  no  perfon  ftiouid  be  per- 
mitted to  quit  the  town  until  the  garrifon  had 
marched  ; fo  that  if  the  rebels  had  come,  as  they 
were  every  moment  expe&ed,  the  whole  multitude 
of  fugitive  women  and  children  of  the  loyalifl 
party  muft  have  fallen  into  their  hands.  If  this 
order  was  intended  to  prevent  the  intelligence  of 
Walpole’s  defeat  from  being  carried  northward, 
it  was  quite  nugatory,  as  that  intelligence  was 
eonveyed  by  federal  different  roads  ; * and  to 
imagine  that  the  commander  propofed  to  delay 
the  rebels  in  their  purfuit  of  the  garrifon  by  the 
incumbrance  of  this  captive  multitude,  would  be 
to  charge  him  with  both  cruelty  and  folly.  The 
condition,  however,  of  the  poorer  fugitives  was 
altered  greatly  for  the  better  by  the  evacuation  of 
Arklow,  where  they  had  been  flarving.  On  their 
way  to  Wicklow  they  were  unmercifully  plundered 
by  the  foldiery,  but  on  their  arrival  there  they 
found  a comfortable  fubfiflence,  contributed  by 
the  charitable  inhabitants  of  that  tow  n and  neigh- 
bourhood. 

As 

* An  exaggerated  account  of  this  dilalter  was  received  by 
the  difaffedted  in  Dublin  before  it  was  known  by  the  members 
of  adminillration  at  the  cattle  ; for  the  iocieties  of  the  confpi- 
racy  had  an  eftablifhed  mode  of  fpeedy  ccnvevanee  by  verbal 
mdfages  from  one  fecretary  to  another*. 
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As  major  Hardy  was  ignorant  of  the  great  force 
of  the  rebels  polled  at  Gorey,  he  highly  disap- 
proved of  the  evacuation  of  Arklow,  and  com- 
manded the  garrifon  inftantly  to  return  front 
Wicklow  to  their  poll,  Without  even  permifiion  to 
tafte  any  refrefhment.  It  was  augmented  on  the 
lixth  by  the  arrival  of  the  Cavan  regiment  of  mi- 
litia, and  at  one  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
9th  by  that  of  the  Durham  fenfibles.  The  arrival 
of  this  regiment,  one  of  the  belt  difciplined  in  the 
Service  of  his  Britannic  majelly,  was  extremely 
critical,  as  it  prevented  the  taking  of  Arklow  by 
the  rebels,  the  confequences  of  which  would  in 
all  probability  have  been  fo  great  and  difaftrous 
that  I Ihudder  at  the  thoughts  of  them.  This 
regiment  had  been  mod  remarkably  a£live  and  fuc- 
cefsful,  in  the  preceding  year,  in  the  county  of 
Down,  in  difarming  the  United  Irifh,  and  thereby 
preventing  rebellion  in  that  part.  When  ordered 
Southward,  on  account  of  the  * infurre&ion  in 
Leinfter,  an  ambufcade  of  Seven  thoufand  men 
was  placed  in  the  county  of  Meath,  to  the  north 
of  Balbriggen,  to  Surround  and  cut  it  to  pieces  on 
its  march  ; but  by  the  excellent  difpolitions  made 
by  its  leaders,  colonel  Skerrett,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Bainbridge,  it  paffed  this  formidable  am- 
bufcade without  lofs,  and  arrived  Safely  in  Dublin  ; 
whence,  after  much  deliberation,  and  a delay 
dangerous  at  Such  a crilis,  it  was  Sent  to  Arklow.; 
carriages  being  wifely  procured  for  the  men,  in 
the  French  republican  fafhion,  that  they  might  be 
brought  unfatigued  to  the  Scene  of  a6lion.  This 
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was  fortunate  ; for  their  uimofi  vigour,  difcipIiaP* 
and  firmnefs,  were  foon  put  to  a fevere  trial. 

A few  hours  after  their  arrival,  one  of  thefe 
ludicrous  incidents  occurred,  which,  amid  the 
calamities  of  war,  ferve  to  exhilarate  the  fpirits  of 
military  men.  Two  of  the  officers  of  this  regi- 
ment, palling  by  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Miles  O’Neile, 
in  Arklow,  where  general  Needham  was  quartered, 
and  where  a great  breakfafl  was  prepared  for  the 
general  and  his  guetts,  were  mittaken  by  a lervant 
for  two  of  thefe  guetts,  and  informed  that  break- 
fall  was  ready  for  them  and  their  affociates.  This 
intelligence  being  communicated,  the  Durham 
officers  came  inftantly  in  a body  and  devoured  the 
whole  breakfafh  One  of  them,  captain  Walling- 
tun,  remaining  behind  the  ref,  affiembled  about 
him  the  drivers  of  the  carriages  in  which  the  regi- 
ment had  travelled  from  Dublin,  to  pay  them  fe- 
verally  their  dues.  The  general,  at  length  arriving 
with  his  company  of  hungry  guefis,  was  at  firft 
attonifhed  when  he  faw  his  lodgings  occupied  _ 
with  a crowd  of  wrangling  coachmen  ; but  foon 
being  informed  of  the  fate  of  his  breakfafl,  he 
burft  into  a rage,  and  drove  out  the  intruders  with 
fuch  fury,  that  they,  with  their  pay  matter,  tum- 
bled one  over  another  in  the  ttreet,  in  their  hafl e 
to  efcape. 

More  ferlous  objecls  in  fome  hours  more  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  troops.  The  rebels,  who 
after  the  defeat  of  Walpole’s  army  on  the  4th  of 
June,  had  watted  their  time  in  burning  the  town 
of  Carnew,  in  trials  of  prifoners  for  orange-men, 

the 
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Hie  plundering  of  houfes,  and  other  a£ls  of  like 
nature,  at  length  coliedled  their  force  at  Gorey/ 
and  advanced  to  attack  Arklow  on  the  9th,  the 
only  day  in  which  that  poll  had  been  prepared  for 
defence.  Their  number  probably!  amounted  to 
twenty-feVen  thoufand,  of  whom  near  five  thoufand 
Were  armed  with  guns,  the  reft  with  pikes,  which 
gave  them  in  fome  points  of  View  the  appearance 
of  a moving  fored,  and  they  were  furnifhed  with 
three  ferviceable  pieces  of  artillery.  The  troops 
poded  for  the  defence  of  this,  at  that  time,  molt 
important  dation,  confided  of  fixteen  hundred 
men,  including  yeomen,  fupplementary  men,  and 
thole  of  the  artillery.  The  rebels  attacked  the 
towm  on  all  fides,  except  that  which  is  walhed  by 
the  river.  The  approach  of  that  column,  which 
advanced  by  the  fea  fhore,  was  fo  rapid,  that  the 
picket  guard  of  yeoman  cavalry  ftationed  in  that 
quarter  was  in  extreme  danger,  a party  of  the 
Rebels  having  entered  and  fired  what  is  called  the 
fifhery,  a part  of  the  town  on  that  fide,  compofed 
of  thatched  cabins,  before  they  could  ede£l  their 
fefcape,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  gallop  through 
the  fames  while  the  main  body  of  this  rebel  co- 
lumn was  at  their  heels.  So  great  was  the  terror 
of  this  troop  of  yeomen  that  mod  of  them  dopped 
not  their  flight  till  they  had  eroded  the  river, 
fwimming  their  horfes,  in  great  peril  of  drowning, 
acrofs  that  broad  dream.  The  farther  progrefs  of 
the  afiailants  was  prevented  by  the  charge  of  the 
regular  cavalry,  lupported  by  the  fire  of  the  in- 
fantry, who  had  been  formed  for  the  defence  of 
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the  town,  in  a line  compofed  of  three  regiment** 
with  their  battalion  artillery,  thofe  of  the  Armagh 
and  Cavan  militia,  and  the  Durham  fencibles. 
The  main  effort  of  the  rebels,  who  commenced 
the  attack  near  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  was 
directed  againfl  the  flation  of  the  Durham,  whofe 
line  extended  through  the  field  in  front  of  the 
town  to  the  road  leading  from  Gorey. 

As  the  rebels  poured  their  fire  from  the  fhelter 
of  ditches,  fo  that  the  oppofite  fire  of  the  foldiery 
had  no  effect  colonel  Skerret,  the  fecond  in  com- 
mand, to  whom  major-general  Needham,  the  firft 
in  command,  had  wifely  given  difcretionary 
orders  to  make  the  beft  ule  of  his  abilities  and  pro- 
feffional  (kill,  commanded  his  men  to  ftand  with 
ordered  arms,  their  left  wing  covered  by  a breaft- 
work,  until  the  enemy  leaving  their  cover  fhould 
advance  to  an  open  attack.  This  open  attack  was 
made  three  times  in  moft  formidable  force,  the 
affailants  rufhing  within  a few  yards  of  the  can- 
nons mouths  ; but  they  were  received  with  lo 
dole  and  effective  a fire,  that  they  were  repulfed 
with  great  (laughter  in  every  attempt  The  Dur- 
hanis  were  not  only  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  fmall  arms,  but  were  alfo  galled  by  their 
cannon.  A piece  of  thefe,  direfled  at  firft  much 
too  high,  defignedly  by  a foldier,  taken  prifoner 
by  the  rebels,  of  the  name  of  Shepherd,  appointed 
to  manage  the  gun,  was  afterwards  levelled  fo  by 
Efmond  Kyan,  a rebel  chief,  that  it  broke  the 
carriage  of  one  of  the  battalion  guns,  and  ob- 
liged the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  to  fhift  its 
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ground;  by  advancing  twenty  paces,  to  avoid  be- 
ing enfiladed  by  the  fhot.  One  of  the  balls  car- 
tied  away  the  whole  belly  of  a foldier,  who  yet 
lived  fome  minutes  in  that  miferable  condition, 
extended  on  the  ground,  and  firetching  forth  his 
hands  to  his  affociates.  Whatever  talents  general 
Needham  may  have  poffeffed  as  a leader,  of  which 
I think  it  not  neceffary  to  give  my  opinion,  hev 
difplayed  for  fome  time  the  courage  of  a foldier, 
riding  from  poft  to  poll  expofed  to  the  enemy’s 
fire.  He,  however,  at  laft,  began  to  talk  of  a 
retreat.  The  refolution  of  colonel  Skerret,  on 
that  occafioh,  faved  Arklow,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
the  kingdom.  His  reply  to  the  general,  when 
addreffed  on  the  fubjedt  of  a retreat,  was  in  words 
to  this  effedb  “ Wre  cannot  hope  for  vidtory 
u otherwife  than  by  preferving  our  ranks : if  we 
c<  break,  all  is  loft ; and  from  the  fpirit  which  I 
u have  feen  difplayed  at  this  awful  crifis  by  the 
is  Durham  regiment,  I can  never  bear  the  idea  of 
u its  giving  ground.”  By  this  magnanimous  an- 
fwer  of  the  colonel,  which  had  the  full  approba- 
tion of  lieutenant-colonel  Bainbridge  and  the 
other  officers,  the  general  was  diverted  fome  time 
from  his  fcheme  of  a retreat,  and  in  that  time  the 
bufinefs  w7as  decided  by  the  retreat  of  the  rebels, 
who  retired  in  defpair,  when  fruftrated  in  their 
moft  furious  affault,  in  which  Father  Michael 
Murphy,  prieft  of  Ballycannoo,  was  killed  by  a 
cannon  fhot,  within  thirty  yards  of  the  Durham 
line,  while  he  was  leading  his  people  to  the  at- 
tack. This  prieft  had  been  fuppofed  by  the  more 
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ignorant  of  his  followers  to  be  invulnerable  by 
bullets  or  any  other  kind  of  weapon  ; to  confirm 
them  in  which  belief  he  frequently  fhewed  them 
mufket  balls,  which  he  faid  he  caught  in  his  hands 
as  they  fiewr  from  the  guns  of  the  enemy.  Though 
I was  well  acquainted  with  the  extreme  credulity 
of  the  lower  clafTes  of  my  PvOmanift  countrymen, 
I could  not  give  credit  to  this  account  until  I 
round  it  confirmed  beyond  a doubt  by  various 
concurring  tefiimonies.  The  fame  divine  protec- 
tion was  believed  to  be  pcfTeffed  by  Father  John, 
the  famous  fanatic  already  mentioned. 

Thi3  battle,  though  not  altogether  the  moft 
bloody,  was  perhaps  the  moft  important  of  this 
war,  fince  it  probably  decided  the  fate  of  Ireland. 
As  the  rebels  were  not  purfued,  for  a purfuit 
would  have  been  very  hazardous,  particularly 
near  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  which  w?as  the  time 
of  their  retreat,  they  carried  away  moft  of  their 
wounded,  fo  that  their  lofs  could  not  be  afcer- 
tained,  but  may  have  amounted  to  three  or  four 
hundred.  The  lofs  of  the  Durham  regiment,  out 
of  three  hundred  and  fixty  men,  of  which  it  con- 
iifted,  was  twenty  privates  killed  and  wounded, 
Qnc  of  its  officers  only  received  a hurt,  captain 
Holmes  of  the  grenadier  company,  the  corner  of 
whofe  eye  was  grazed  by  a mufket  ball,  which 
caufed  an  effufion  of  blood  and  a moft  excruci- 
ating pain.  This  he  fupported  with  furprizing 
fortitude,  remaining  at  his  poft,  and  continuing 
to  perform  his  duty.  The  lofs  of  men  fuftained 
by  the  reft  of  the  army  I could  not  accurately 

learn  ; 


, '¥*■ 
V ' 


IRISH  REBELLION.  133 

learn  ; but  it  was  very  fmall,  much  lefs  than 
might  have  been  expeded  ; for  though  the  weight 
of  the  combat  lay  on  the  Durhams,  the  adion  was 
everywhere  warm,  and  the  defence  bravely  main- 
tained. 

As  the  repulfe  at  Arklow  decided  the  fate  of  the 
rebellion,  fo  it  fortunately  left  undecided  a quef- 
don  how  far  the  Romanics  would  have  carried 
religious  animofuy  if  the  infurredion  had  been 
fuccefsful.  The  violent  ads  of  the  infurgents  in 
Gorey  and  its  neighbourhood  were  not  near  fo 
great  as  in  the  lbuthern  parts  of  the  county.  Of 
the  latter  I (hall  fpeak  hereafter.  The  former 
might,  by  an  advocate  of  their  caufe,  be  coloured 
with  a pretext  of  retaliation,  fince  ads  of  the  fame 
kind  had  been  committed  by  the  loyalifls,  as  the 
burning  of  1 oufes,  the  quartering  of  men  on  fami- 
lies for  lubfiftence,'  imprifonments,  trials  of  prifon- 
ers  by  court-martial,  the  fhooting  of  prifoners 
without  any  trial,  and  the  infulting  of  others  by 
propping  the  hair  and  covering  the  head  with  a. 
pitched  cap.  But  an  opinion  is  entertained,  I 
fear  indeed  with  too  much  foundation,  that  if  the 
poft  of  Arklow  had  been  taken,  and  thus  a wide 
profped  opened  for  the  fuccels  of  the  rebellion* 
the  proteflants  remaining  in  the  power  of  the  re- 
bels in  the  county  of  Wexford  were  to  be  maffa- 
cred,  with  few  exceptions.  Many  aifo  believe 
that  the  perfons  excepted  from  this  firff  maffacre 
were  deftined  for  an  ultimate  daughter  on  the  final 
fuceefs  of  the  infurgents,  and  that  even  the  leaders 

the  rebels  who  were  proteftants,  were  to  be  in- 
cluded 


T34 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


eluded  in  this  profeription.  The  war  from  the  be- 
ginning, in  diredt  violation  of  the  oath  of  United 
Irifhmen,  had  taken  a religious  turn,  as  every  civ  U 
'war  in  the  fouth  or  well  of  Ireland  muft  be  expell- 
ed to  take,  by  any  man  well  acquainted  with  the 
prejudices  of  the  inhabitants.  The  terms  proteft- 
ant  and  orangeman  were  almoft  fynenymous  with 
the  mafs  of  the  infurgents ; and  the  proteflants 
whom  they  meant  to  favour,  were  generally  bap,- 
tized  into  the  Romifh  church  by  the  priefts  of  that 
communion.  But  whatever  degree  of  religious 
bigotry  or  party  hatred  had  been  hitherto  difeover- 
ed  by  the  infurgents  in  general,  many  individuals 
had  evinced  much  humanity  in  their  endeavours 
to  mitigate  the  fury  of  their  afTociates. 

The  rebels  had  burned  only  a very  fmall  part 
of  the  town  of  Gore}7,  and  only  two  hou.fes  of  gen- 
tlemen in  its  immediate  vicinity,  thofe  of  Ramf- 
fort  and  Clonattin ; the  former,  the  manlion  of 
Stephen  Ram,  Efq.  the  latter,  that  cf  colonel  Abel 
Ram,  of  the  Wexford  regiment  of  militia.  As  the 
owner  of  the  latter  was  bravely  fighting  again  ft 
the  infurgents,  its  deftrudlion  can  caufe  no  furprife, 
though  it  was  much  regretted  by  many  among, 
them,  becaufe  his  father  and  himfelf  in  fucceffion 
had  been  remarkable  for  their  humanity  and  ge- 
nerofity  to  their  tenants.  The  very  amiable  cha- 
racter of  the  females  who  had  dwelt  in  the  former — 
lady  Charlotte  Ram,  filter  of  the  earl  of  Courtown, 
and  her  daughters,  who  poflefs  the  difpofition  of 
the  Stopford  family— might  have  been  expected  to 
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fave  it  from  the  flames,  fince  the  veneration  of  the 
infurgents  for  a chara&er  of  extraordinary  benefi- 
cence, even  when  the  perfon  poffefTed  of  it  was  in 
dire£t  opposition  both  to  their  political  and  religi- 
ons principles,  was  demonflrated  in  a manner 
which  the  modefty  of  the  perfon  concerned  permit# 
me  not  to  mention. 

Repulfed  at  Arklow,  the  rebels  were  obliged  to 
adopt  a defenfive  plan.  They  hoped  to  maintain 
at  lead  fome  of  their  pofls  until  the  arrival  of  a 
French  army  fhould  alter  the  date  of  affairs.  They 
intended  not,  however,  to  omit  any  opportunity  of 
annoying  their  opponents  in  the  interim  ; and  the 
main  body  of  their  force,  poded  at  Gorey,  moved 
away  twelve  miles,  to  a place  called  Mountplea- 
fant,  near  the  town  of  Tinnehely,  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow.  This  town  and  neighbourhood  had 
hitherto  been  proteded  by  the  a&ivity  of  the  pro- 
tedant  inhabitants,  who,  in  the  preceding  April, 
had  embodied  themfelves,  to  the  number  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty-one,  under  the  title  of  the  True- 
Bines  of  Tinnehely,  choofing  Henry  Morton,  Efq. 
the  next  refldent  magidrate,  for  their  leader  ; and 
uniting  with  the  Shilela  company  of  yeoman  in- 
fantry under  captain  James  Morton,  in  conjun&ion 
with  whom  they  performed  regular  and  a&ive 
duty  both  day  and  night.  The  town  was  now,  on 
the  17th  of  June,  burned,  and  many  houfes  in  the 
country  around  ; many  perfons  were  put  to  death 
with  pikes,  under  the  charge  of  being  orangemen ; 
and  many  more  would  have  differed  if  they  had 
&ot  been  fpared,  at  the  humane  interceflion  of  a 
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Jilomanift  lady,  a Mrs.  Maher,  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. The  True-Blues,  who  had  retreated  to 
Hacketftown,  fix?  miles  aidant,  returned,  accom- 
panied by  other  companies  and  troops  of  yeomen,, 
(the  whole  forming  a body  of  about  five  hun- 
dred men,)  to  attack  the  rebels  ; but  finding  them, 
furnifhed  with  cannon,  and  them  number-formida- 
ble, they  again  retreated  to  the  fame  poft,  On 
the  following  day,  the  18th  of  June,  a confiderable. 
body  of  troops,  which  had  arrived  from  Baltin- 
glafs,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general 
Dundas,  furnifhed  with  a train  of  artillery,  march- 
ed from  Hacketftown,  where  the  True-Blues  were 
left  as  a garrifon,  and  went  to  attack  the  rebels  at 
Tinnehely  ; but  thefe  had  retreated,  and  taken 
poft  on  Kilcavan  hill — a lofty  eminence  two  miles 
diftant  from  Carnew.  This  army  of  inftirgents,  at 
whofe  head  was  Garret  Byrne,  of  Ballymanus,  a- 
Romiih  gentleman  of  the  county  of  Wicklow,  had 
intended  to  furprife  Hacketftown,  but  were  pre- 
vented by  the  arrival  of  the  troops  under  Dun- 
das. Thefe  troops,  forming  a jundtion  with 
thofe  of  general  Loftus  from  Tullow,  marched  to. 
attack  the  rebels  on  Kilcavan.  To  furround  ^nd 
oblige  the  whole  body  to  furrender,  was  thought 
by  many  a matter  of  eafy  accomplifhment ; but- 
this  was  judged  by  general  Lake,  who  commanded* 
the  combined  forces  on  that  occafion,  either  not 
practicable  or  not  advifable  ; for,  after  a cannon- 
ade on  both  fides  with  little  execution,  and  tre- 
mendous fhouts  of  defiance  from  the  rebels,  with 
their  hats  raifed  on  pikes,  according  to  their  con- 
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dant  pra&ice,  the  general  retired  to  Carnew,  and 
Byrne’s  army,  the  fame  night,  the  20th  of  June, 
directed  its  march  to  Vinegar-hill. 

During  thefe  tranfa£lions,  the  rebels  who  had 
remained  in  Gorey  and  its  neighbourhood  were 
gradually  difperfmg.  A part  of  them  retired  to 
Wexford,  bringing  with  them  the  prifoners  who 
had  been  confined  in  the  marketdioufe  of  Gorey- 
Thefe  had  been  feverely  treated  ; they  had  been 
fupplied  with  food  only  once  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  cropped,  pitch-capped,  and  ex-poled  from 
the  windows  to  the  infults  of  the  fhouting  multi- 
tudes on  their  march  to  attack  Arklow.  Some 
had  been  (hot  or  piked  to  death.  The  maf  0:  re- 
maining rebels  took  their  dation  on  the  hill  of 
Aik,  above  a mile  from  Gorey,  on  the  way  to  Ark- 
low. After  the  battle  at  the  lafi-named  town,  the 
royal  army  remained  fame  days  dole  within  its 
quarters  there,  fending  out  patroles  with  great  cau- 
tion, at  firft  to  a very  fmall  didance,  and  after- 
wards gradually  farther.  At  lad  a troop  of  yeo- 
man cavalry  ventured  fo  far  on  the  road  toward 
Gorey  as  to  approach  near  the  rebel  dation  on 
Aik  hill.  This  pod  had  been  fo  thinned  by  per- 
petual defertions,  that  not  more  than  about  a hun- 
dred men  fit  for  aclion  were  then  remaining  in  it, 
and  thefe  without  a leader.  How  very  differently 
different  men  may  be  excited  to  a 61  by  their  natu- 
ral feelings,  when  under  no  external  controul,  on 
the  fudden  appearance  of  danger,  was  forcibly 
shewn  on  this  occafion.  About  half  of  the  rebel 
warriors  ded  with  precipitation  at  the  approach  of 
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the  cavalry  ; while  the  reft  of  them*  ftripping  to 
their  fhirts,  that  they  might  be  more  expedite  for 
the  bufineft,  ran  full  fpeed  to  charge  the  cavalry 
with  their  pikes  : but  the  latter  avoided  the  attack, 
and  retreated  to  Arklow  with  expedition.  Imme- 
diately after  this  the  country  about  Gorey  was 
completely  evacuated  by  the  rebels,  to  the  no 
fmalljoy  of  many  loyalift  families,  who,  by  the 
fudden  and  unexpected  victory  over  Walpole,  had 
been  prevented  from  efcaping,  and  on  whom  the 
enemy  had  been  living  at  free  quarter. 

The  army,  at  laft,  under  major-general  Need- 
ham, moved  from  Arklow  to  Gorey,  on  the  19th 
of  June,  and  thence  toward  Ennifcorthy  on  the 
20th,  according  to  a concerted  plan,  conduced  by 
lieutenant  - general  Lake,  that  the  great  ftation 
of  the  rebels  at  Vinegar-hill  fhould  be  furrounded 
by  his  majefty’s  forces,  and  attacked  in  all  points 
at  once.  For  this  purpofe  different  armies  moved 
at  the  fame  time  from  different  quarters — one  un- 
der lieutenant-general  Dundas ; another  under 
major-generals  Sir  James  Duff  and  Loftus  ; that 
already  mentioned  from  Arklow;  and  a fourth 
from  Rofs,  under  major-generals  Johnfon  and 
Euftace — who  were  to  make  the  attack  on  the 
town  of  Ennifcorthy.  The  march  of  the  army 
from  Rofs  was  a kind  of  fuiprife  to  the  bands  of 
Philip  Roach  on  Lacken  hill,  who  fled  in  the  ut% 
moft  confufion,  leaving  their  tents  and  a great 
quantity  of  plunder  behind ; and  feparating  into 
two  bodies,  one  of  which  took  its  way  to  Wexford, 
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the  other  to  Vinegar-hill,  where  the  Wcxfordian 
infurgents  were  concentrating  their  force. 

This  now  famous  eminence,  rather  infamous  as 
a feene  of  religious  butchery,  had,  with  the  town 
of  Ennifcorthy  at  its  foot,  and  the  country  far 
around,  been  in  pofifeffion  of  the  rebels  above 
three  weeks  from  the  28th  of  May.  During  all 
this  time  the  face  of  affairs  had  been  indeferibably 
hideous.  Horrors  and  inceffant  apprehenfions  of 
death  attended  the  haplefs  protedants  who  had  not 
effected  their  efcape  from  the  devoted  ground 
the)7  were  every  where  feized  ; a few  put  to  death 
where  they  wrere  difcovered,  but  mod:  of  them 
dragged  to  Vinegar-hill,  where,  after  a fham  trial, 
often  without  any  form  of  trial,  they  were  fliot,  or 
transfixed  with  pikes  ; many  ladled,  or  otherwise 
harbaroufly  treated  before  the  final  execution.— 
To  date  with  indubitable  accuracy  the  exa<d 
number  of  men  thus  butchered  in  this  fatal  fpot  I 
will  not  pretend  to  fay  ;f  but  it  appears  from  un- 
quedionable  documents  to  have  fallen  little  fhort 
of  four  hundred.  The  bloody  lift  of  facrifices 
immolated  to  the  fpirit  of  religious  or  civil  ran- 
cour, far  more  efpeciallv  the  former,  would  have 
dill  been  longer,  if  individual  humanity  or  friend- 
ship had  not  in  fome  indances  interpofed  to  arred 
the  hand  of  murder.  This  interpofition  came 

fometimes 

f Sir  R.  Mufgrave  fays  that  he  has  been  afiured  that  the 
number  exceeded  five  hundred;  and  doubtlef3  his  meritorious  in- 
duftry  to  afeertain  the  fa&  is  to  be  confidered  as  entitled  to  & 
considerable  degree  of  credit. — See  hi?  book,  page  373. 
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fometimes  from  a quarter  whence  it  was  leafr  ex- 
pe&ed.  Thus  Philip  Roach  was  in  appearance 
fierce  and  fanguinary;  yet  feveral  perfons  now 
living  owe  their  lives  to  his  boifterous  interference. 
An  inffance  may  ferve  in  fome  fmall  degree  to 
iiluftrate  the  tumultuous  tranfaflions  of  thefe  ea=- 
lamitous  times. 

Two  proteflants  in  a refpe&able  fit-uation  in 
life,brothers,  of  the  name  of  Robinfon,  inhabitants 
of  the  parifh  of  Killegny,  being  feized  and  carried 
to  Vinegar-hill,  fome  of  their  Roman-catholic  te- 
nants, anxious  for  their  fafety,  galloped  at  full 
fpeed  to  Roach’s  quarters  at  Lacken,  and  begged 
his  aififtance.  He  immediately  fent  an  exprefs. 
with  orders  to  bring  the  two  Robinfons  to  Lacken, 
pretending  to  have  charges  of  a criminal  nature 
againfl  them,  for  which  they  fhouid  be  tried.  The 
mifcreants  on  Vinegar-hill,  who  were  preparing  to 
butcher  thefe  men,  though  they  were  advanced  in 
years,  and  unimpeachable  with  any  other  crime 
than  that  of  p rote  ft  ant  if nr,  on  receipt  of  Roach’s, 
orders,  relinquifhed  their  prey,  not  doubting  that 
death  awaited  them  at  Lacken.  But  Roach,  whofe 
object  w'as  to  fnatch  thefe  innocent  men  from  the 
jaws  of  the  blood-hounds,  immediately  on  their 
arrival  at  his  quarters,  gave  them  written  protec- 
tions, and  fent  them  to  their  homes,  where  they 
were  foon  after  in  danger  of  being  hanged  by  the 
king’s  troops,  who  were  too  ready  to  pronounce 
difloyal  all  fuch  as  had  been  fpared  by  the  rebel 
parties. 
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A few  perfons,  after  being  fuppofed  to  be  flain 
outright,  recovered  fo  far  as  to  attempt  an  eicape, 
but  were  apprehended  in  the  attempt,  and  finally 
difpatched.  The  recovery  of  Charles  Davis  of 
Ennifcorthy,  a glazier,  was  extraordinary.  After 
having  remained  four  days  concealed  in  the  fink 
of  a privy,  during  which  time  he  had  no  other  fuf~ 
tenance  than  the  raw  body  of  a cock,  which  had 
by  accident  alighted  on  the  feat,  he  fled  from  this 
loathfome  abode,  but  was  taken  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  town,  brought  to  Vinegar-hill,  (hot  thro" 
the  body  and  one  of  his  arms,  violently  ftruck  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  head  With  thrufts  of  a pike, 
which,  however,  penetrated  not  into  the  brain, 
and  thrown  into  a grave  on  his  back,  with  a heap 
of  earth  and  ftones  over  him.  His  faithful  dog 
having  fcraped  away  the  covering  from  his  face, 
and  cleanfed  it  by  ticking  the  blood,  he  returned 
to  life  after  an  interment  of  twelve  hours,  dream- 
ing that  pikemen  were  proceeding  to  flab  him,  and 
pronouncing  the  name  of  Father  Roach,  by  whole 
interpolation  he  hoped  to  be  releafed,  Some  fuper- 
fiitious  perfons  hearing  the  name,  and  imagin- 
ing the  man  to  have  been  revivified  by  the  favour 
of  Heaven,  in  order  that  he  might  receive  falva- 
tion  from  the  prieft,  by  becoming  a catholic,  be- 
fore his  final  departure,  took  him  from  the  grave 
to  a houle,  and  treated  him  with  fuch  kind  atten- 
tion that  he  recovered,  and  is  now  living  in  appa- 
rently perfect  health. 

The  exception  of  the  protefiants  of  Killegny,  g 
parifh  five  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Ennifcorthy, 
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of  which  I am  at  prefent  the  incumbent,  from  ifi& 
general  flaughter  of  fuch  as  fell  into  the  hands  ot 
the  rebels  in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  fomewhai 
remarkable,  not  one  proteflant  of  this  parifh 
having  been  killed  in  the  rebellion,  nor  a houfe 
burned.  Thefe  people,  (unrounded  on  all  fides 
before  they  were  aware,  found  flight  impracticable. 
Their  prefervation,  befide  fecondary  caufes,  ap- 
pears chiefly  afcribable  to  their  tempo  riling  con- 
formity with  the  Romifh  worfliip,  and  to  the 
very  laudable  conduct  of  the  parifh  prieff,  Father 
Thomas  Rogers,  who,  without  any  hint  of  a wiffi 
for  their  aCtual  converfion,  encouraged  the  belief 
of  it  among  his  bigotted  flock.  A few  indeed  of 
the  poorer  fort  of  protedants  in  this  parifh  remain 
to  this  day  conformids,  probably  through  fear  of 
a fecond  infurre&ion.  The  Fvev.  Samuel  Francis, 
my  predeceffor,  and  his  family,  after  being  once 
brought  to  the  Romifh  chapel,  were  permitted  to 
remain  at  home  ; but  were  in  danger  of  perifhing 
for  want  of  fudenance,  until  victuals  were  lent 
them  by  the  fame  pried,  and  by  a Roman  catholic 
family  of  the  name  of  Fitzhenry.  Mr.  Francis, 
however,  died  five  months  after  the  rebellion, 
perhaps  in  confequence  of  the  agitations  of  mind 
which  he  had  differed.  We  may  naturally  fuppofe, 
from  the  then  prevailing  temper  of  the  multitude, 
that  the  fate  of  the  protedants  of  Killeguy  was 
only  fufpcnded,  and  that  a longer  continuance  o'i 
the  rebel  force  in  this  quarter  mud  have  involved 
their  deftruCtion.  A ruthlefs  mob  were  collecting 
the  protedants  of  both  fexes  in  the  adjoining 
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parifh  of  K-illan,  with  intention  to  burn  them 
alive  in  the  parifh  church,  or,  according  to  their 
phrafe,  to  make  an  orange pye  of  them,  for  which 
purpofe  a fufficient  quantity  of  faggots  was  pre- 
pared, when  a body  of  brave  yeomen  from  Kiled- 
mond  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  and  the  march  of 
the  army  from  Rofs,  prevented  the  execution  of 
the  infernal  defign. 

This  army,  together  with  all  the  troops  already 
mentioned,  commanded  to  march  from  different 
quarters  to  furround  the  rebel  pofl  of  Vinegar-hill, 
condituted  in  the  wffiole  amount  a force  of  above 
thirteen  thoufand  effective  men,  with  a formidable 
train  of  artillery*  With  fuch  a force  the  whole 
infurgent  army  at  this  pofl,  in  which  lay  almoft 
the  whole  drength  of  the  rebellion,  muft  have 
been  annihilated  by  (laughter  or  furrendry,  if  the 
plan  had  been  well  executed.  The  attack  began 
at  feven  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  with 
a firing  of  cannon  and  mortars,  and  all  the  armies 
were  in  their  feveral  pods,  except  that  of  general 
Needham,  who  arrived  not  at  the  appointed  pofi- 
tion  till  nine,  when  the  bufmefs  was  over.  For 
this  the  honorable  commander  can  doubtlefs  ac- 
count in  the  mod  fatisfa&ory  manner,  though  the 
matter  is  not  clear  to  me.*  However  this  and  other 

occurrences 

* Sir  R.  Mufgrave  fays  that  this  piece  of  conduit  of  general 
Needham  arofe  from  orders  inconfiftent,  ana  impofiible  to  be 
executed,  fent  him  by  geneial  Lake.  As  general  Lake  is  cer- 
tainly of  no  fuch  puny  intellect  as  to  merit  the  tide  of  an  old 
woman , he  had  doubtlefs  good  reafons  for  what  orders  he  ilfued, 
and  knew  how  to  apply  each  inilrumeiit  to  its  proper  purpofe. 
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occurrences  gave  occafion  to  feme  ill-natured 
perfons  to  beftow  on  him  the  epithet  of  the  late 
general  Needham . The  rebels  after  fuftaining  the 
fire  of  the  artillery  for  an  hour  and  a half,  aban 
daned  their  fiation  and  fled  where  the  paffage  lay 
open  for  them,  which  paffage  has  been  ludicroufly 
termed  Needham's  gap,  moft  of  them  dire&ing 
their  courfe  toward  Wexford.  Some  hundreds 
were  killed,  who  were  found  draggling  from  the 
main  body  after  the  battle  ; but  unfortunately 
almofl  all  the  real  rebels  elcaped,  and  the  killed 
were  perfons  who  had  been  forced  away  contrary 
to  their  inclinations,  and  who  took  this  opportunity  ‘ 
of  efcaping  from  the  rebel  army,  but,  as  they 
could  not  be  diftinguifhed,  found  no  mercy  ; fome 
of  them  were  loyal  protefiants  prifoners,  with  the 
rebels.  As  the  Right  was  precipitate,  they  left 
behind  them  a great  quantity  of  rich  plunder 
together  with  all  their  cannon,  amounting  to  thir- 
teen in  number,  of  which  three  were  fix  pounders. 
The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  king’s  forces  was  very 
inconfiderable,  f though  one  officer,  lieutenant 
Sandys  of  the  Longford  militia  was  killed,  and 
four  others  flightly  wounded,  colonel  King  of  the 
Sligo  regiment,  colonel  Vefey  of  the  county  of 
Dublin  regiment,  lord  Bianey,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Cole.  Ennifcorthy  being  thus  recovered 
after  having  been  above  three  weeks  in  the  hands 
of  the  rebels,  many  loyalifis  in  it  were  relieved 

from 

*j-  The  lofs  in  geneva!  Johnfon’s  army  alone,  which  differed 
moft,  amounted  to  twenty  killed,  fixty-feven  wounded,  and  fix 
miffing. 
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from  a dreadful  Hate  of  terror  and  diftrefs.  Ex- 
ceflfes,  as  muft  beexpedled  in  fuch  a Hate  of  affairs, 
were  committed  by  the  foldiery,  particularly  by 
the  Heflian  troops,  who  co-operated  with  the  Bri- 
tifh  on  this  occahon,  and  made  no  diftin&ion  be- 
tween ioyalifls  and  rebels.  The  moft  remarkable 
a£l  of  this  kind  was  the  firing  of  a houfe  which 
had  been  ufed  as  an  hofpital  by  the  rebels,  where 
a number  of  men,  fourteen  at  lead,  who  by  wounds 
and  ficknefs  were  unable  to  efcape  from  the  flames, 
were  burned  to  afhes.  I merely  mention  the  fa6l, 
which  is  too  confonant  with  the  ipirit  of  civil  and 
religious  warfare.  Different  readers  will  judge 
differently  according,  to  their  feveral  feedings  and 
prejudices*! 

The  towm  of  Wexford  was  relieved  on  the  fame 
day  with  Ennifcorthy.  Brigadier*general  Moore, 
according  to  the  plan  formed  by  general  Lake, 
having  made  a movement  toward  that  quarter 
from  the  fide  of  Rofs,  on  the  19th,  with  a body  of 
troops  furnifhed  with  artillery  ; and  having  direct- 
ed his  march  to  Taghmon,  in  his  intended  way  to 
Ennifcorthy,  on  the  20th,  was,  on  his  way  thither* 
between  one  and  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoons 
attacked  by  a large  force  of  the  enemy  from  Wex- 
ford, perhaps  five  or  fix  thoufand,  near  a place 
called  Goff’s  bridge,  not  far  from  Horetown. — * 
After  an  a£lion,  which  continued  till  near  eight, 
the  rebels  were  repulfed  with  confiderable  flaugh- 

* l ter, 

f I am  informed  by  a furgecn,  that  the  burning  was  acciden-’ 
tel ; the  bed-clothes  being  fet  on  lire  by  the  wadding  of  the 
foldiers’  guns,  who  were  (hooting  the  patients  in  their  beds. 
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ter,  net  without  fome  lofs  on  the  other  fide,  tho’ 
the  only  two  officers  mortally  wounded  were  ma- 
jor Daniel  and  lieutenant  Green.  This  engage- 
mem,  fought  in  loofe  array,  or  in  lcattered  parties, 
over  a wide  extent  of  ground,  was,  if  I have  not 
mifconceived  it  on  a ccmparifon  of  feveral  ac- 
counts from  fpe&ators  of  the  feene,  the  beft  fought 
battle  of  the  croppy  war,  with  refpecl  to  manoeu- 
vres of  the  field  on  both  fides.  By  the  pofitions 
and  evolutions  of  the  foldiery,  and  their  own 
want  of  fubordination  to  their  chiefs,  the  pikemen 
of  the  rebels  were  prevented  from  coming  into  ac- 
tion ; while  no  more,  I am  credibly  informed, 
than  five  hundred  and  fixty  of  their  gun-men  were 
engaged.  Yet  the  combat  "was  long  doubtful.  In 
the  Ihort  fpace  of  three  weeks  an  undifeiplined 
and  unorganifed  mob  had  arrived  at  fome  degree 
of  military  fkili,  and  acquired  much  refolution  in 
battle  : — aleffon  to  governments  to  lofe  no  time  in 
taking  the  moll  efficacious  means  in  their  power  to 
extinguifh  rebellion  in  its  firlT  blaze  l 

Joined  by  two  regiments  under  lord  Dalhoufie, 
the  army  took  poft  on  the  field  of  battle ; and  on 
the  morning  of  the  2 ill  was  proceeding  to  Tagh- 
moil,  when  captain  McManus,  of  the  Antrim,  and 
lieutenant  Hay,  of  the  North-Cork  militia,  who 
had  been  prifoners  with  the  rebels,  arrived  with 
propofals  from  the  inhabitants  of  Wexford  to  fur- 
render  the  town,  and  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
provided  that  their  lives  and  properties  Ihould  be 
guaranteed  by  the  commanding  officer.  To  thefe 
propofals,  which  were  forwarded  to  his  fuperior 

commander. 
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commander,  no  anfwer  was  returned  by  general 
Moore;  but,  indead  of  proceeding  to  Taghmon, 
he  immediately  dire&ed  his  march  to  Wexford, 
and  ftationed  his  army  within  a mile  of  that  town. 

The  loyalists  of  Wexford,  like  thofe  of  Ennif- 
corthy,  had,  fince  the  place  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  infurgents,  been  in  a flate  of  woe  and 
inceffant  fear.  Of  a vail  number  of  protellants 
affembled  in  this  place,  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
and  refugees  and  prifoners  from  feveral  parts  of 
the  country,  two  hundred  and  fixty  were  confined 
in  the  goal,  and  other  places  of  imprisonment ; the 
reft  were  prifoners  in  their  houfes,  under  perpetual 
apprehenfions  of  being  fhot,  piked,  or  flarved  to 
death.  Among  the  latter  was  the  Rev.  John 
Elgee,  re6tor  of  Wexford,  whofe  life  was  faved  by 
the  gratitude  of  fome  of  the  lowed  of  the  people, 
for  the  Chridian  charity  which  he  had  on  all  oe« 
ca lions  manifeded  to  unfortunate  wretches  com- 
mitted to  the  public  prifon.  Great  numbers  were 
faved  by  the  humane  endeavours  of  the  chiefs 
whofe  influence,  though  very  far  from  controuliug 
the  furious  rabble  in  all  cafes,  had  fo  far  an  effeft 
as  to  prevent  the  maffacres  of  Wexford,  (which 
were,  however,  horribly  atrocious)  from  equalling 
in  extent  thofe  of  Ennifcorthy.  The  chiefs  them- 
felves,  particularly  thofe  few  among  them  who 
had  been  educated  in  the  proteftant  religion, 
were  in  perpetual  danger  of  death,  or  violence  at 
lead,  from  the  ungovernable  multitude,  whom 
they  had  unwifely  hoped  to  command.  A drong 
indance  of  this  w as,  that  captain  Keugh,  who  had 
* x z been 
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been  appointed  governor  of  Wexford  by  the  re~ 
bels,  was  one  day,  as  he  was  fitting  in  committee 
with  a number  of  other  chiefs,  arrefted  by  a com- 
mon fellow,  by  the  authority  of  the  rabble,  as  a 
traitor  in  league  with  orangemen  ; and  when  the 
arrell  was  refilled  by  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  enfuriate  multitude  without,  who  were 
crowded  together  in  thoufands  in  the  ftreets,  roar- 
ed with  horrid  vehemence  to  thofe  who  flood 
mod  convenient  for  the  purpofe,  to  drive  out  the 
committee,  and  pull  down  the  houfe.  This  alarm- 
ing tumult  was  appeafed  by  the  addrefs  of  Keugh, 
■who,  in  a fpeech  from  a window,  difplayed  on  the 
occafion  no  defpicable  talent  of  eloquence. 

As  I am  fully  perfuaded  that  mod,  1 hope  all, 
of  the  rebel  officers  ivho  had  received  the  educa- 
tion of  gentlemen,  moll  certainly  thofe  who  were 
protellants,  would  have  prevented  malfacres,  if  it 
had  been  in  their  power,  fo  I have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  fome  low-bred  perfons,  chofen  to  this 
rank  by  the  rebels,  rather  inlligated  than  rellrain- 
ed  the  fanguinary  dilpofition  of  the  rabble.  Of 
the  latter  defcription  appears  to  have  been  Thomas 
Dixon,  wrho  from  a captain,  and  in  part  owner,  of 
a trading  veffel,  became  captain  in  the  rebel  army;, 
a man  who,  like  Robefpierre,  and  other  unfeeling 
monllers  in  the  French  revolution,  would  proba- 
bly, in  cafe  of  fuccefs  on  the  fide  of  the  rebels, 
have  endeavoured  to  raife  himfelf  to  eminence  by 
exciting  the  lowell  of  the  rabble,  under  the  malk 
of  zeal  for  their  caufe,  to  the  murder  not  only  of 

ad 


IRISH  REBELLION. 


I49 

all  thofe  who  had  not  acceded  to  their  party,  but 
alfo  of  the  then  exifting  chiefs  of  the  infurredlion. 
Orange  furniture  being  found  by  the  wife  of  this 
man  in  the  drawing  room  of  Mr.  Le  Hunte,  four 
miles  from  Wexford,  particularly  two  firefcreens 
with  emblematical  figures,  Dixon  informed;  the 
mob  that  this  room  had  been  the  meeting  place  of 
orangemen,  and  that  the  figures  denoted  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Roman  catholics  were  to  be  put 
to  death  by  thefe  confpirators  ; that  they  were  to 
be  firft  deprived  of  their  fight,  and  then  burned 
alive,  without  the  exception  even  of  children  ; and 
particularly  that  the  feamen  of  this  communion  were 
to  be  roafted  to  death  on  red-hot  anchors.  Le 
Hunte,  who  had  hitherto  been  permitted  to  re- 
main with  little  moleftation  in  a private  houle  in 
the  town,  was  infiantly  dragged  into  the  ftreet  by 
the  gabble,  who  would  foon  have  torn  him  in 
pieces,  if  he  had  not  been  faved  by  the  exertions 
of  two  of  the  chiefs,  Edward  Hay  and  Robert 
Carty,  who  hurried  him  into  the  gaol,  under  pre- 
tence of  bringing  him  to  trial,  and  parried  in  the 
crowd  the  thrufts  of  the  pikes,  two  of  which,  in 
fpite  of  their  endeavours,  wounded  him  llightly  in 
the  back. 

In  fo  perturbed  a flate  of  affairs,  among  a mob 
fo  abfurdly  credulous,  fo  inflammable  and  feroci- 
ous, a general  maflacre  might  juflly  be  apprehend- 
ed ; and  if  partial  maffacres  had  frequently  taken 
place,  we  could  not  be  furprifed.  On  the  6th  of 
June,  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Rofs,  perhaps  ?s 
an  immolation  to  the  departed  fouls  of  Rom anifls 

killed 
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killed  in  that  bloody  encounter,  ten  men 
were  feledled  for  execution  by  a rebel  guard 
fent  for  that  purpofe  from  Ennifcorthy.  Thefe 
•vi&ims  were  proteffants  from  that  unfortunate 
place ; and  thither  they  were  conveyed  back  by 
the  guard,  and  maffacred.  The  difference  in  de- 
gree of  refentment  fhewn  by  the  rebels  to  the  loy- 
al iff  s of  Ennifcorthy  and  Wexford,  may  have 
arifen  from  the  different  receptions  which  they  had 
found  at  thefe  two  towns  ; the  yeomen  and  volun- 
teers of  the  former  having  fought  with  a valour- 
fatal  to  many  of  the  affailants,  while  the  latter  had 
fcirrendered  without  a ftruggle,  the  poff  being 
abandoned  by  the  army,  whofe  retreat  was  noti- 
fied by  a deputation  to  the  rebels.  This  diffinc- 
tion,  however,  could  produce  only  a fhort  refpite* 
At  length,  on  the  20th  of  June,  commenced  a 
great  mafTacre,  doubtlefs  intended  to  be  much 
greater,  probably  univerfal,  of  all  the  prifoners, 
perhaps  of  all  the  loyaliffs  in  Wexford.  The  vic- 
tims were  conducted  in  fucceffive  parcels,  of  from 
ten  to  twenty,  with  horrible  folemnity — -each  par- 
cel fur-rounded  by  its  guard  of  butchers,  and  pre~ 
ceded  by  a black  flag  marked  with  a white  crofs, 
to  the  place  of  execution,  where  they  were  variouf- 
]y  put  to  death,  one  after  another,  but  moffly  each- 
by  four  men  at  once,  who,  ftanding  two  before  and 
two  behind  the  viflim,  thruff  iheir  pikes  into  the 
body,  and  railing  it  from  the  ground,  held  it  fuff, 
pended,  writhing  with  pain,  while  any  ffghs  of  Life 
appeared.  Some  were  flaughtered  at  the  goal, 
fome  at  the  market-houfe;  but  the  great  butchery 

was 


IRISH  REBELLION. 


15* 

was  on  the  bridge — a magnificent  wooden  fabric, 
ill  adapted,  from  the  beauty  and  gaiety  of  its  ap* 
pearancc,  for  fuch  hideous  exhibitions.  As  an 
entertaining  fpc&acle,  in  fadt,  it  feems  to  have 
been  regarded  by  a multitude  of  wretches,  the 
greater  part  women,  allembled  to  behold  it,  who 
rent  the  air  with  fhouts  of  exultation  on  the  arrival 
of  each  frefh  parcel  of  vidtims  at  the  fatal  foot  — 
The  wife  of  Thomas  Dixon,  already  mentkmed,  a 
worthy  afifociate  of  fuch  a man,  requefted  that  the 
prifoners,  inftead  of  being  flaughtered  at  the  goal, 
fhould  be  conduced  to  the  bridge  for  the  purpole, 
that  the  people  might  have  the  fileafure  of  feeing 
them.  Dixon  himfeif  is  faid  to  have  prepared  his 
immediate  followers  for  their  bloody  work  by 
whifkey,  and  to  have  taken  poffeffion  of  the  town 
and  goal  while  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  garrifon 
was  on  its  march  againfi  general  Moore. 

When  ninety-feven  men  had  been  deliberately 
butchered  in  fuccefiion,  the  Daughter,  which  had 
commenced  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  was 
fuddenly  Dopped  at  feven,  by  the  interference  of 
Father  Curran,  and  the  annunciation  ot  the  alarm- 
ing intelligence  that  the  poll  of  Vinegar-hill  was 
befet  by  the  king’s  troops,  and  that  reinforcements 
were  required  in  that  quarter.  Father  Curran 
having  vainly  fupplicated  the  affaflins  to  defiD, 
commanded  them  to  pray  before  they  fhould  pro- 
ceed farther  in  the  work  of  death  ; and  having  thus 
caufed  them  to  kneel,  didlated  a prayer  that  God 
would Jkew  the  fame  mercy  to  them  which  they  ft  cull 
Jhew  to  the  furmving prifoners  * The  refpite  thus  pro- 
cured 
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cured  would  have  doubtlefs  been  fhort,  if  the  ex- 
hortations of  the  prieft  had  not  been  aided  by  the 
news  of  danger,  which  was  announced  aloud  by 
fome  perfon,  faid  to  be  Richard  Monaghan,  or 
Monck,  arriving  haftily  in  the  town,  and  which 
caufed  the  multitude  of  fpe&ators  immediately  to 
difperfe.f  The  furviving  captives  at  the  bridge 
were  after  a fhort  paufe  re- conduced  to  prifon  by 
their  guard,  who  fwore  that  the  next  day  neither 
man,  woman,  nor  child  of  the  proteftaats  iu.  W ex- 
ford  fliould  be’left  alive. 

Much  has  been  written  in  the  accufation  and 
defence  of  the  Rotnanift  clergy  of  Wexford,  who 
are  faid  to  have  refufed  to  interfere  until  five  hours 
of  butchery  had  elapfed,  and  the  news  of  the  me- 
nacing movements  of  the  king’s  forces  arrived ; 
though  their  influence  might  be  fuppofed  as  pow- 
erful at  two  o’clock,  when  the  maffacre  commenc- 
ed, as  at  feven.  I muff  confefs.  myfelf  incompe- 
tent to  form  an  accurate  judgment  in  this  contro- 
verfy.  To  attempt  to  flop  the  daughter  of  real  or 
fuppofed  rebels,  where  the  loyalifls  v/ere  victori- 
ous, would  have  been  not  only  altogether  fruit lefs. 
in  a proteftant  clergyman,  but  even  extremely 
dangerous  to  his  perfonal  fafety.  Certainly  the 
influence  of  the  Romifli  clergy  over  their  follow- 
ers (which,  however,  feems  at  prefent  in  a ftate  of 

decline) 

p Monaghan  had  been  what  is  called  mayor  of  fohn’s-Jlreet,  a.i 
officer  peculiar  to  Wexford,  ele£ted  by  the  loweft  clafs  of  inhay 
bitants,  who  pay  him  a voluntary  obedience  in  various  regula- 
tions. 
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decline)  is  beyond  all  companion  greater  than 
that  of  the  proteftant  over  theirs:  yet  to  what 
extent  that  influence  might,  among  fo  infuriate  a 
rabble,  have  been  fafely  or  fuccefsfully  exerted ; 
or  how  far  conftitutional  timidity,  or  well-ground- 
ed fear,  may  be  juftly  admitted  as  a plea,  I cannot 
pretend  to  determine.  Dr.  Caulfield,  the  R.omiffi 
bifhop,  fucceeded,  with  apparently  extreme  diffi- 
culty, in  his  endeavours  to  refcue  from  the  aflfaf- 
fins,  lord  Kinglborough,  colonel  of  the  North- 
Cork  regiment  of  militia,  who  had  rendered  him- 
felf  particularly  an  object  of  hatred,  at  leaf!:,  to  the 
rebels,  by  a£lions,  concerning  the  utility  of  which 
to  the  loyal  party  I ffiall  not  prefume  to  give  judg- 
ment, but  leave  the  decifion  to  the  loyalifts  of 
Wexford,  who  faw  the  example  which  he  fet,  and 
the  difcipline  which  he  maintained  in  the  regi- 
ment. f The  limitation  of  the  do&or’s  interfer- 
ence to  a perfonof  high  rank,  who  might  in  rev£rfe 
of  fortune  repay  the  fervice,  has  with  feeming  jul- 
tice  been  deemed  a proof  of  interefied  condu£l  ; 
and  his  fuccefs,  in  favour  of  fo  obnoxious  a fubjeft, 
an  irrefragable  argument  of  his  ability  to  lave 
many  others.. 


In 

This  nobleman  had  been  in  Dublin,  abfent  from  his  regi- 
ment, when  Wexford  was  taken  by  the  rebels  ; and  was  fo  full  of 
that  confidence  which  was  obferved  in  many  officers  in  thofe 
times,  that  he  would  not  believe  the  news  of  the  difafter  ; and 
going  from  Arklow  by  featojoin  his  regiment  in  Wexford, 
wa*.  taken  prifoner  in  the  harbour. 
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la  facl  Lord  Kinglborough  was  confidered  by 
the  rebel  chiefs  as  a valuable  h oft  age ; and  per- 
haps it  they  had  fully  availed  themfelves  of  this 
advantage,  lonie  terms  might  have  been  obtained 
in  their  favour,  though  of  the  lives  of  hoftages  in 
general  no  account  feems  to  have  been  made  by 
the  commanders  of  his  majefty’s  troops.  The 
offers  of  furrendry  tranfmitted  by  captain  M’Ma- 
nus,  already  mentioned,  and  forwarded  by  general 
Moore  to  his  fuperior,  were  difdainfully  rejected 
by  general  Lake,  who  returned  for  anfwer  that  no 
terms  could  be  granted  to  rebels  in  arms,  but  that 
the  deluded  multitude  might  have  peace  and 
prote&ion  when  their  arms  and  leaders  fhould 
have  been  delivered  into  his  hands.  This  de- 
luded multitude  would  probably  have  commit- 
ted a tremendous  maffaere  on  the  z i ft  of  June, 
the  day  of  general  Moore’s  march  toward  Wex- 
ford, if  they  had  not  been  perfuaded  by  their  de- 
voted leaders  that  conditions  of  furrendry  would  * 
"be  obtained.  For  this  purpofe  lord  Kingiborough, 
who  on  the  occafion  entered  into  certain  engage- 
ments in  favour  of  the  rebels,  was  liberated:,  and 
fent  to  general  Moore.  How  far  his  lordfhip  en- 
deavoured to  fulfill  thefe  engagements,  which  pro- 
bably was  quite  beyond  his  power,  I am  not  au- 
thorized to  fay : but  as  the  loyalifts  in  general 
Moore’s  camp,  who  had  friends  in  the  town,  were 
under  the  moll:  horrible  apprehenfions  concerning, 
then  fate,  captain  Boyd,  whofe  amiable  confort, 
niece  to  the  eaxl  of  Courtown,  with  all  his  family, 

was. 
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was  in  prifon,  entreated  the  general  to  march  with- 
out delay  into  the  town  to  prevent  the  apprehend- 
ed inaffacre,  or  to  permit  him  to  take  a party  of 
foldiers  with  him  for  the  purpofe.  As  the  general, 
probably  from  a fear  of  the  exceftes  which  might 
be  committed  by  the  foldiery,  who  perhaps  might 
not  be  eafily  reftrained  from  licentious  a£ts  in  the 
execution  of  fuch  a meafure,  aifented  not  to  his 
requeft,  the  captain  at  length  ventured  at  five 
o’clock  hi  the  afternoon,  with  only  eight  yeomen 
of  his  troop,  to  gallop  into  Wexford,  and  happily 
found  it  abandoned  by  the  rebel  forces,  part  of 
whom  had  palled  over  the  bridge  to  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  river  Slaney,and  the  reft  in  an  oppofite 
dire&ion  into  the  barony  of  Forth.*  Thus  to  re- 
treat, without  further  injury  to  the  loyalifts  in  their 
power,  they  had  been  induced  by  the  manage- 
ment of  fome  chiefs,  particularly  Mr.  Keugh, 
who  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  king’s  troops,  hop- 
ing do.ubtlefs  that  the  fervices  rendered  on  this 
occafion  might  procure  him  impunity.  Detach- 
ments of  the  army  foon  following  captain  Boyd, 
the  furviving  prifoners,  to  the  number  of  about 
one  hundred  and  forty,  who  had  been  miferably 

fed 


* That  feme  of  the  rebels  were  {till  in  town  (fome  fay  rely- 
ing on  their  imagined  capitulation)  and  that  a {hot  was  fired  at 
captain  Boyd’s  party,  but  without  effe&,  (for  what  end  I can- 
not clearly  underftand)  is  averted  by  indubitable  authority.  It 
Is  probable  that  a few  defperadoes  had  remained  for  fome  bad 
purpofe,  the  execution  of  which  was  prevented  by  the  appear- 
ance of  this  brave  little  band. 
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fed  with  cows’  heads  and  potatoes,  were,  to  their 
inexpreffible  joy,  fet  at  liberty.  What  number 
had  been  maffacred  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
rebels*  poffeffion,  I cannot  hate  with  accuracy — 
but  I believe  it  to  have  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  one. 

While  the  furviving  loyalifis  in  Wexford  were 
rejoicing  at  their  deliverance,  a very  tragic  feene 
was  afted  in  Gorey.  On  the  departure  of  general 
Keedham  from  the  latter  town  to  Vinegar-hill,  on 
the  20th  of  June,  he  had  fent  an  exprefs  to  captain 
Holmes,  of  the  Durham  regiment,  who  command- 
ed in  Arklow,  ordering  him  to  difpatch  immedi- 
ately to  Gorey  that  part  of  the  Gorey  cavalry  who 
remained  in  Arklow,  and  informing  him,  that  on 
their  arrival  at  their  place  of  deftination,  they 
fhould  find  an  officer  to  command  them,  and  a 
large  force  with  which  they  were  to  unite.  By  the 
fame  exprefs  the  Gorey  infantry  were  ordered  to 
remain  in  Arklow.;  but  thefe,  and  the  refugee  in- 
habitants of  Gorey,  hearing  of  a large  force  to 
prote^l  their  town,  were  fo  impatient  to  revifit 
their  homes,  that  they  followed  the  cavalry  con- 
trary to  orders.  This  body  of  cavalry,  amounting 
only  to  feventeen  in  number,  found  on  their  ar- 
rival in  Gorey,  to  their  aftoniffiment,  not  an  officer 
or  foldier.  They,  however,  had  the  courage  or 
temerity  to  fcour  the  country  in  fearch  of  rebels, 
with  the  affiftance  of  fome  others  who  had  joined 
them,  and  killed  about  fifty  men  whom  they  found 
in  their  houfes,  or  ftraggling  homeward  from  the 
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rebel  army.  On  the  2 2d,  a body  of  about  five 
hundred  rebels,  under  the  condudt  of  Perry,  re- 
treating from  W exford,  and  dire&ing  their  march 
to  the  Wicklow  mountains,  received  information 
of  this  daughter,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  party 
committing  it.  They  indantly  ran  full  fpeed  to 
the  town,  determined  on  vengeance.  On  intelli- 
gence of  their  approach,  lieutenant  Gordon,  a 
youth  of  only  twenty  years  of  age,  who  had  the 
command,  marched  his  men  (confiding  of  fourteen 
infantry,  befide  the  cavalry)  out  of  the  town  to 
meet  the  enemy,  and  took  pod  in  an  advantage- 
ous pofition  near  a place  called  Charlotte-grove, 
where  they  fired  fome  volleys  on  the  rebels,  feven 
of  whom  they  killed  ; but  finding  that  they  mull 
be  immediately  furrounded  and  dedroyed  if  they 
fhould  attempt  to  maintain  their  pod,  they  retreat- 
ed, and  each  horfeman  taking  a footman  behind 
him,  fled  through  the  town  toward  Arklow.  As 
by  this  motion  the  refugees,  who  had  returned 
from  Arklow,  and  were  now  attempting  to  efcape 
again  thither,  were  left  expofed  to  the  purfuit  of 
the  enraged  enemy,  the  officer  attempted  to  rally 
the  yeomen  on  the  road,  to  cover,  if  pofiible,  the 
flight  of  thefe  unfortunate  people  ; but  the  yeo- 
men galloped  away  full  fpeed  to  Arklow  in  fpite 
of  his  remondrances,  and  the  refugees  wereflaugh- 
tered  along  the  road  to  the  number  of  thirty-feven. 
men,  befide  a few  who  were  left  for  dead,  but 
afterwards  recovered.  No  women  or  children 
were  injured,  becaufe  the  rebels,  who  profefifed  to 
ad  on  a plan  of  retaliation,  found  on  inquiry  that 
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no  women  or  children  of  their  party  had  been 
hurt.  This  was  owing  to  the  humanity  of  a young 
gentleman  of  feventeen  years  of  age  in  the  yeoman 
cavalry,  who  had  by  his  remonflrances  retrained 
his  aflfociates  from  violence  with  refpefl  to  the 
fair  fex.  In  the  a&ion  of  this  day,  which  will  be 
long  remembered  in  Gorey  under  the  title  of 
Bloody  Friday,  only  three  of  the  yeoman  infantry 
were  killed,  and  none  of  the  cavalry.  The  rebels 
having  accomplifhed  their  purpofe  of  revenge, 
their  only  motive  for  deviating  from  their  courfe 
to  vifit  Gorey,  refumed,  after  a fhort  repafly  their 
march  to  the  Wicklow  mountains. 

Mountains  indeed  now,  and  other  devious  re- 
cefTes,  fince  their  expulhon  from  Ennifcorthy  and 
Wexford,  were  the  only  retreats  of  the  rebels,  of 
whom  thcfe  who  remained  in  arms,  endeavoured 
by  rapid  movements  from  one  flrong  pofition  to 
another  to  elude  the  king’s  forces,  and  thus  to 
protradl  the  war  until  the  arrival  of  their  foreign  . 
allies.  In  the  time  of  the  operations  already  re- 
lated, by  which  the  rebels  of  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford were  reduced  to  this  fituation,  occurrences 
had  elfewhere  taken  place,  fome  of  which  are  to 
be  noticed.  The  province  of  Ulder,  where  infur- 
re&ion  had  been  mod  of  all  dreaded,  and  where 
from  the  fpirit  of  the  inhabitants  it  would,  if  ex- 
tenfive,  have  been  mod  of  all  formidable— -re- 
mained undiflurbed,  excepting  two  diftri&s, where, 
as  the  infurgents  were  unfupported,  they  were 
foon  fupprefied.  Neither,  from  the  principles  of 
the  northern  people,  better  educated,  and  poflef- 
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fing  more  of  the  purity  of  true  religion,  were  the 
infurgents  of  this  quarter  deliberately  guilty,  ex- 
cept in  one  infiance,  of  the  plunder,  devaluation, 
and  murder  of  the  fouthern. 

One  of  thefe  infurreftions  was  in  the  county  of 
Antrim,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  that 
name,  on  the  7th  of  June.  A meeting  of  magi f-  v 
trates  being  appointed  to  be  held  on  that  day  in 
Antrim,  for  the  prevention  of  rebellion,  the  infur- 
gents, with  delign  of  feizing  the  perfons  of  thefe, 
attacked  the  town  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  foon  overpowering  the  troops  within  it,  very 
nearly  gained  poffeffion.  Major-general  Nugent, 
who  commanded  in  that  diftrifl,  having  received 
intelligence  of  the  intended  riling,  and  the  imme- 
diate objefl  of  it,  had  ordered  a body  of  troops  to 
march  to  Antrim,  who  arrived  too  late  to  prevent 
the  rebels  from  the  execution  of  their  defign  in  the 
attack  of  the  town.  They  then  attacked  the  in- 
furgents  in  the  town,  but  their  van-guard,  confid- 
ing of  cavalry,  being  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of 
twenty-three  men  killed  and  wounded,  of  whom 
three  w?ere  officers,  colonel  Durham,  who  com- 
manded the  troops,  brought  the  artillery  to  batter 
the  town,  which  obliged  the  infurgents  to  abandon 
it,  together  with  a fix-pounder  which  they  brought 
with  them,  and  two  curricle  guns  which  they  had 
taken  from  the  king’s  army.  They  were  purfued 
toward  Shane’s-caftle  and  Randalftown,  “with 
daughter,  and  perhaps  may  have  loft  in  all  near 
two  hundred.  In  this  engagement  colonel  Lura- 
ley,  of  the  22d  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  lieute- 
nant 
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nant  Murphy,  were  wounded ; cornet  Dunn  was 
killed  ; and  Lord  O’Neil  was  mortally  wounded,  t 
A fmall  body  alfo  affaulted  the  town  of  Larne,  but 
received  a repulfe  from  the  garrifon  in  the  bar- 
rack, confifting  of  a detachment  of  the  Tay  fenfi- 
bles,  under  a fubaltern  officer.  Feeble  attempts 
were  alfo  made  at  Ballymena  and  Ballycafile. — 
The  main  body  afterward  retired  to  Donnegar- 
hill,  where,  difgufted  with  their  want  of  fuccefs 
and  other  circumftances,  the  greater  part  broke  or 
furrendered  their  arms,  and  almoftallof  them  dif- 
perfed,  to  which  they  were  exhorted  by  a magis- 
trate, named  M’Cleverty,  who  had  been  taken 
prifoner  by  them. 

On  the  day  fucceeding  that  of  the  rifing  in  the 
county  of  Antrim,  a partial  infurredlion  commenc- 
ed in  that  of  Down — a body  of  infurgents  making 
their  appearance  near  Saintfield,  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  inhabitant  of  Newtownards,  a Dr.  Jack- 
fon.  In  their  progrefs  through  the  country  they 
fet  fire  to  the  houfe  of  a man  named  Mackee,  who 
had  been  an  informer  of  treafonable  meetings  : 
eleven  perfons  perifhed  in  the  flames — and  circum- 
flances  of  cruelty  were  fhewn  not  inferior  to  thofe 
of  the  burning  at  Scullabogue.  Ele£ling  for  their 
general,  Henry  Munro,  a (hop-keeper  of  Lifburn, 

they 

f Lord  O’Neil  had  ridden  into  the  town  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing of  the  magiftrates,  not  knowing  that  the  rebels  were  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  it.  He  fhot  one  who  had  feized  the  bridle  of  hia 
horfe,  after  which  he  was  dragged  from  his  faddle,  and  L>- 
wounded  with  pikes  that  he  died  in  a few  days. 
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they  placed  themfelves,  on  the  9th,  in  ambuicade, 
in  the  neighbourhood  ot  Saintfield,  awaiting  the 
approach  of  a body  of  troops  under  colonel  Staple- 
ton,  confiding  of  York  fenfibles  and  yeoman  ca- 
valry. The  ambufcade  fo  far  fucceeded,  that  the 
royal  troops  were  for  fome  time  in  danger  of  total 
defeat — iofing  about  fixty  of  their  number,  among 
whom  were  captain  Chetwynd,  lieutenant  Unitt, 
and  eniign  Sparks,  and  alfo  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morti- 
mer, vicar  of  Portaferry,  who  had  volunteered. — - 
The  infantry,  however,  on  whom  the  cavalry  had 
been  driven  back  in  confufion,  rallying  with  a cool 
intrepidity  not  common  in  thofe  times,  diflodged 
and  difperfed  the  rebels,  and  after  a (lay  of  two 
hours  on  the  field  of  battle,  retreated  to  Belfad, 
Little  difcouraged  by  this  defeat,  in  which  their 
iofs  was  very  fmall,  the  rebels  reaffembled,  and 
took  pod  at  Bailynahinch,  on  the  Windmill-hili, 
and  at  the  houfe  and  in  the  demefne  of  lord 
Moira.  On  the  12th,  general  Nugent  marching 
from  Belfad,  and  colonel  Stewart  from  Downpa- 
trick, formed  with  fifteen  hundred  men  a junction 
near  the  Windmill-hili,  of  which  they  gained  pof- 
fedion,  together  with  the  town,  which  lies  in  a val- 
ley between  this  hill  and  the  high  ground  in  lord 
Moira’s  demefne.  On  the  latter  the  rebels  (four 
or  five  thoufand  in  number)  were  pofted  or  en- 
camped. Both  armies  fpent  the  night  in  prepa- 
rations for  battle,  which  commenced  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  13th,  while  the  town  was  in  dames, 
the  troops  having  wantonly  fet  it  on  fire.  The 
a£lion  was  maintained  about  three  hours  with  ar- 
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tillery,  with  little  or  no  execution— the  cannon  of 
the  infurgents  being  fmall,  and  tied  on  the  backs 
of  cars  ; while  the  fhells  thrown  from  the  mortars 
of  the  royal  army  were  furnifhed  with  too  ftiort 
fufees,  fo  that  they  all  burfr  in  the  air.  At  length 
the  Monaghan  regiment  of  militia,  polled  with 
two  field  pieces  at  lord  Moira’s  great  gate,  was  at- 
tacked with  fuch  determined  fury  by  the  pikemen 
of  the  infurgents,  that  it  fell  back  in  great  confufion 
on  the  Hillfborough  cavalry,  who  likewife  fell 
back  in  equal  diforder.  The  want  of  difcipline  in 
the  infurgents  loft  what  their  valour  had  gained. 
The  disordered  troops  found  means  to  rally  while 
the  Argylefhire  fenfibles,  entering  the  demefne, 
were  making  their  attack  on  another  fide.  The 
infurgents,  confufed  and  diftra&ed,  retreated  up 
the  hill,  and  making  a Hand  at  its  top,  at  a kind  of 
fortification,  defended  the  poll  for  fome  time  with 
great  courage,  but  at  length  gave  way  and  difperf- 
ed  in  all  directions.  Their  lofs  appears,  from  the 
belt  account  which  I have  received  of  this  battle, 
to  have  amounted  to  about  a hundred  and  fifty; 
that  of  the  royal  army  to  about  forty  in  killed  and 
wounded,  of  whom  two  were  officers  of  the  Mo- 
naghan regiment,  lieutenant  Ellis  wounded,  and 
captain  Evatt  idiot  dead  thro’  the  body.  The  main 
body  of  the  infurgents  retired  to  the  mountains  of 
Slyeeve-Croob,  where  they  foon  furrendered  or 
feparated,  returning  to  their  feveral  homes  ; and 
thus,  with  the  execution  of  their  leaders,  as  elfe- 
where,  and  the  difeouraging  news  of  the  maffacres 
of  proteftants  in  the  fouth,  terminated  this  very 
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ihort  and  partial,  but  a&ive  and  vigorous  infurrec- 
tion — in  the  courfe  of  which  feme  {lighter  a&ions 
had  taken  place,  paiticularly  the  attack  of  Porta- 
ferry  by  a ftrong  party  of  men,  on  the  nth,  who 
were  repulfed  by  the  yeomanry  polled  in  the  mar- 
ket-houfe,  under  captain  Mathews,  and  the  fire  of 
a revenue  cruifer  commanded  by  captain  Hopkins, 
with  the  lofs  of  about  forty  men. 

On  the  fubfiding  of  this  local  rebellion  in  the 
north-eaftem  quarter  of  Ireland,  another  local  re- 
bellion, much  inferior  in  vigour,  and  very  eafily  fup- 
preffed,  commenced  in  the  oppofite  fouth-weftern 
quarter,  in  the  county  of  Cork.  Accompanied 
with  the  fame  kind  of  violent  a£la  as  elfe where  in 
the  fouth,  and  exhibiting  nothing  extraordinary  or 
peculiar,  it  requires  little  notice.  The  principal 
a&ion,  and  the  only  one  which  government  has 
thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  public, 
took  place  near  the  village  of  Ballynafcarty,  where, 
on  the  19th  of  June,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
men  of  the  Wellmeath  regiment  of  militia,  with 
two  fix-pounders,  under  the  command  of  their 
lieutenant  colonel,  Sir  Hugh  G’Fveilly,  were  at' 
tacked  on  their  march  from  Cloghnakilty  to  Ban- 
don,  by  a body  of  between  three  and  four  hundred 
men,  armed  almoft  all  with  pikes.  This  was  only  a 
part  of  the  rebel  force,  here  placed  in  ambulh  in  a 
very  advantageous  pofition.  The  attack  was  made 
from  a height  on  the  left  of  the  column,  fo  unex- 
pectedly and  rapidly,  that  the  troops  had  fcarcely 
time  to  form ; but  the  affailants  were  quickly  re- 
pulfed with  fomc  lofs,  and  retreated  to  the  height. 
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Here,  if  the  foldiers  had  purfued  them,  from  which 
they  were  with  great  difficulty  reftrained,  they 
would  probably  have  been  furrounded  and  flaugh- 
tered  like  the  North-Cork  detachment  at  Oulart. 
While  the  officers  were  endeavouring  to  form  the 
men  again,  a body  of  rebels  were  making  a moti- 
on to  feize  the  cannon,  and  another  body  made 
its  appearance  on  the  high  grounds  in  the  rere ; 
but,  at  the  critical  moment,  a hundred  men  of  the 
Caithnefs  legion,  under  the  command  of  major 
Innes.  who,  on  their  march  to  Cloghnakilty,  had 
heard  the  report  of  the  guns,  came  to  their  affift- 
ance,  and  by  a brifk  fire  put  the  aflailants  to  flight 
on  one  fide,  after  which  thofe  who  were  on  the 
heights  behind  retired  on  receiving  a few  dif- 
charges  of  the  artillery.  The  lofs  of  the  rebels  in 
this  adlion  may  perhaps  have  amounted  to  between 
fifty  and  a hundred  men  ; that  of  the  royal  troops, 
by  the  commander’s  account,  only  to  a ferjeant 
and  a private. 

When  from  thefe  little  itifurreftions,  fo  local 
and  of  fo  few  days  duration,  we  return  to  view  the 
proceedings  of  the  Wexfordian  infurgents,  we  are 
furuck  with  the  noxious  confequences  of  the  per- 
miffion  given  them  to  efcape  towards  Wexford 
from  Vinegar-hill.  To  the  account  of  what- 
ever perfon  was  the  author  of  this  efcape,  are,  I 
think,  chargeable  all  the  devaftations  and  flaugh- 
ters  committeed  by  the  various  parties  of  thefe 
infurgents,  from  the  time  of  their  difiodgment  till 
that  of  their  final  difperfion.  To  trace  thefe  par- 
ties through  all  their  marches  and  counter-marches 
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would  be  fatiguing  to  the  reader,  and  might  prove 
nearly  as  much  to  the  writer  as  the  a&ual  perfor- 
mance was  to  the  hardy  peafants,  who  bore  the 
various  hardfhips  of  their  defultory  warfare  with 
furprifing  ftrength  of  conftitution,  and  a vigour  of 
mind  well  worthy  of  a better  caufe.  I have  al- 
ready faid,  that  on  their  evacuation  of  Wexford, 
part  of  the  rebels  palled  over  Wexford  bridge,  the 
reft  into  the  barony  of  Forth  ; and  that  a body  of 
the  former,  under  Perry,  in  its  march  to  the  Wick- 
low mountains,  committed  the  flaughter  of  bloody 
Friday.  The  main  body  of  the  latter,  fuppofed 
to  be  fifteen  thoufand  in  number,  deferted  by 
thofe  leaders  who  were  men  of  education  and  pro- 
perty, directed  its  march,  under  Father  John  Mur- 
phy, north-weftward  to  Scollogh-gap- — an  opening 
in  tfie  great  rid^e  of  Mount-Lemfler,  which  fepa- 
rates  the  counties  of  Wexford  and  Carlow — with 
intention  to  penetrate  through  the  latter  county 
into  that  of  Kilkenny,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
excite  an  infurre&ion  there,  particularly  among 
the  colliers  about  Cafiiecomer,  who  had  been  in  a 
fiate  of  difiurbance  in  the  year  1793.  Entering 
the  gap,  and  driving  before  them  fome  troops  who 
attempted  to  oppol'e  their  progrefs,  they  burned 
the  little  town  of  Kiliedmond,  immediately  with- 
in the  pafs  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  and  conti- 
nued their  inarch  to  Gore’s-bridge,  called  alfo 
Newbridge,  a neat  village  on  the  river  Barrow,  in 
the  county  of  Kilkenny,  where  they  arrived  in  the 
morning  of  the  23d  of  June.  A fmall  body  of 
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men,  confifting  chiefly  of  a troop  of  the  4th  dra- 
goon guards,  and  a company  of  the  Wexford  mili- 
tia, took  pofl  on  the  bridge  of  this  town  to  prevent 
their  paffage  of  the  river,  but  was  quickly  defeat- 
ed, with  the  lofs  of  a few  killed,  and  twenty-feven 
taken  prifoners,  of  whom  feven,  condemned  as 
Orangemen,  were  Ihot ; and  in  this  melancholy 
bufinefs  their  fellow  foldiers  were  forced  to  be  the 
executioners.  Major-general  Sir  Charles  Afgil, 
who  had  marched  with  a force  of  about  a thoufand 
men  to  feize  the  pofl:  of  Newbridge,  and  flop  the 
progrefs  of  this  rebel  army,  arrived  too  late — the 
enemy  having  already,  after  their  fuccefs,  com- 
menced a rapid  movement  to  a long  mountainous 
ridge,  termed  by  them  the  ridge  of  Leinfler,  five 
miles  from  Caftlecomer,  where  they  fpent  the 
night. 

The  general  was  likewife  on  the  following  day 
too  late  in  his  arrival  at  Cafilecomer  for  the  pro- 
te&ion  of  that  town,  whither  the  proteftants  were 
flying  to  take  refuge  from  the  country  expoied  to 
the  depredations  of  the  enemy.  Early  in  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  the  rebel  troops,  diminifhed 
by  defertion  to  about  eight  thoufand,  defcended 
from  the  heights,  and  advancing  toward  Cafileco- 
mer, defeated  a body  of  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  at  a place  called  Coolbawn,  a mile  and 
a half  from  that  town,  which  they  entered  with  the 
flaughter  of  about  fifty  loyalifls.  The  town  was 
let  on  fire— -and  of  this  conflagration  each  party 
accufes  the  other.  The  general  arriving  at  length 
v/ith  his  army,  fired  with  his  artillery  on  the 
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Greets  and  houfes,  not  knowing  that  many  loyalifts 
were  ftill  in  the  place,  who  were  making  a defpe- 
rate  defence  to  prevent  their  families  and  friends 
from  falling  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  This  firing, 
however,  determined  the  rebels  to  retire  from  the 
town  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  which 
iurnifhed  an  opportunity  to  the  protefiants  there 
affembled  to  retreat  with  the  general  to  Kilkenny ; 
but  they  w'ere  obliged  to  leave  their  goods  a prey 
to  the  enemy,  who  took  full  pofieffion  of  the  place 
as  foon  as  the  royal  army  retreated.  If  at  firfi  a 
fog,  and  afterward  the  fmoke  of the  conflagration, 
had  not  concealed  from  the  rebels  the  fmailnefs 
and  difpofition  of  the  force  oppofed  to  them,  they 
would  have,  long  before  the  arrival  of  the  gene- 
ral’s army,  furrounded  the  town,  and  taken  all  the 
loyalifts  in  it  prifoners.  In  a report  to  govern- 
ment, four  hundred  rebels  are  faid  to  have  fallen 
in  this  engagement ; but  I have  no  grounds  to  be- 
lieve that  their  flam  amounted  even  to  near  a 
fourth  of  that  number. 

After  plundering  Caftlecomer,  the  rebels  again 
retired  to  the  high  grounds,  where  they  remained 
till  the  following  day.  Disappointed  in  their  hopes 
of  an  infurre&ion  in  the  county  ofKilkenny,  where 
few  had  joined  their  Standard,  and  thefe  few  ufe- 
lefs  to  them  in  battle,  fince  none  except  themfelves 
had  learned  to  difpute  the  field  with  the  royal 
troops;  finding  alfo  their  own  forces  diminished 
by  defer t ion,  to  between  four  and  five  thoufand, 
they  refolved  to  retreat  back  through  the  pafs  of 
Scollogh-gap  into  the  county  of  Wexford.  Ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  this  determination  they  moved  from  the 
ridge  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June,  and  di- 
recting their  march  toward  Newbridge,  took  poll 
near  that  town  at  a place  called  Kilcomny,  on  a 
riling  ground  in  a wide  fiat.  Here  they  were  af- 
failed  on  three  fides,  at  once,  on  the  following 
morning,  the  26th,  at  fix  o’clock,  by  the  army  of 
general  Afgil,  of  near  twelve  hundred  men,  and 
that  of  major  Matthews,  of  about  five  hundred, 
from  Maryborough,  confifting  chiefly  of  Down- 
fhire  militia.  The  alacrity  of  the  latter  army  to 
attack  the  infurgents  feems  to  have  been  the  caufe 
why  thefe  were  not  permitted  to  efcape  into  their 
own  county  without  a battle*  After  about  an 
hour’s  firing  of  cannon,  the  rebels,  fearing  to  be 
fiurrounded,  fled  towards  the  gap  with  their  ufual 
celerity,  leaving  all  their  plunder  and  artillery  to 
the  loyalifts.  Their  artillery  confified  of  ten  light 
pieces,  and  among  the  articles  of  plunder  were 
feven  hundred  horfes.  The  ipfs  of  the  royalifis 
has  been  fiated  by  the  general  at  only7  feven  men  : 
that  of  the  rebels  may  have  amounted  to  two  or 
three  hundred,  as  they  were  purfued  fix  miles  b.y 
fome  of  the  cavalry.*  They  forced  their  way 
back  through  the  gap,  where  they  were  oppofed 

by 
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* I am  informed  that  great  part  of  the  (lain  were  inhabitants 
of  the  country  which  had  unfortunately  become  the  fcene  of  ac- 
tion, who  had  not  joined  the  rebels  nor  left  their  houfes  ; and 
that  great  part  of  the  plunder  was  taken  from  people  of  the  fame 
defcription.  The  behaviour  of  the  army  in  other  places  ronders 
this  account  very  probable. 
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by  a fmall  body  of  men,  and  directed  their  conrfe 
north-eadward,  through  the  dwarf  woods  near 
Ferns,  to  the  mountains  of  Wicklow. 

Before  their  arrival  in  thefe  mountains,  an 
army  of  their  affociates  there  had  been  foiled  in 
an  attempt  on  Hacketdown.  T'hofe  rebels,  who 
had  committed  a {laughter  at  Gorey  on  Friday  the 
zzd  of  June,  and  thence  under  the  conduct  of 
Perry  had  continued  their  march  to  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  were  joined  there  by  a number  of  others, 
and  would  have  affaulted  Arklow,  if  they  had  not 
been  deterred  by  the  activity  and  preparations  of 
captain  Holmes  of  the  Durham  fenfible  infantry, 
who  at  that  time  had  the  command  there.  Difap- 
pointed  on  that  fide,  they  turned  their  attention  to 
another,  and  uniting  their  forces  with  thole  of 
Garret  Byrne,  appeared  at  Hacketffown  at  five 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  The  garrifon, 
confiding  of  a hundred  and  feventy,  rnodly  yeo- 
men, under  lieutenant  Gardiner  of  the  Antrim 
militia,  marching  to  meet  the  enemy,  were,  after  a 
few  voilies,  obliged  to  retreat — the  cavalry  quite 
from  the  feene  of  conted  ; the  infantry,  a hundred 
and  twenty  in  number,  into  the  barrack.  The 
houfes  were  fired  by  the  rebels,  except  one  iri 
which  a few  determined  loyaiids,  with  Mr.  Magee, 
a clergyman,  had  taken  pod.  After  vaiifly  repeat- 
ed attempts,  during  nine  hours,  to  force  the  bar- 
rack, and  the  garrifoned  houfe  by  which  it  was 
flanked,  the  rebels  retired,  but  retreated  not 
wholly  from  the  feene  of  a<dion  till  feven  o’clock 

in 
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in  the  evening.  The  lofs  of  the  loyal ifts,  who 
after  the  repulfe  of  the  rebels  retired  all  to  Tul- 
low,  eight  miles  diftant,  was  ten  flain,  and  twenty 
wounded.  That  of  the  rebels,  expofed  fo  long  to 
a galling  fire,  may  perhaps  have  been  near  two 
hundred,  among  whom  was  Michael  Reynolds, 
who  had  led  the  rebels  to  Naas  in  the  firft  morn- 
ing of  the  rebellion.  Among  the  flain  of  the  loy- 
al ifts  was  captain  Hardy,  of  the  Hacketftown  yeo- 
man infantry.  We  muft  admit  that  the  garrifon 
could  not  poflibly  have  maintained  its  poft  if  the 
aflailants  had  been  furnifhed  with  cannon  ; but 
theie  engines  had  never  been  ufed  by  the  rebels  of 
the  county  of  Wicklow,  and  the  Wexfordians  in 
their  flight  had  left  all  theirs  behind.  We  cannot 
without  pleafurc  obf  rve,  that  in  the  midft  of  fo 
atrocious  a warfare,  many  in  ft  a r es  occurred  of  re- 
fpedlful  treatment  of  the  ex  one  of  which  had 
place  in  this  attack.  The  wife  and  two  adult 
daughters  of  lieutcn.  nt  Chamnev,  and  the  wife  of 
captain  Hardy,  who  had  early  in  the  action  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  aflailants,  w ere,  by  the  in- 
fluence of  Pen*}"  and  another  chief  named  M 'Ma- 
hon, conveyed  to  a place  of  fafety,  and  protected 
from  all  iufult.  The  wives  of  the  rebel  command- 
ers, Perry  and  Byrne,  were  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  loyalifts,  and,  as  muft  naturally  be 
fuppofed,  were  treated  with  courtefy.  Mrs.  Perry 
had  before  experienced  the  like  honourable  beha- 
viour, under  the  prote&ion  of  the  loyalifts  in 
G ofev. 
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A brief  account  of  Anthony  Perry,  one  of  the 
rebel  generals  above-mentioned,  may  ferve  to 
fhew  what  difficulty  a man  may  find,  who  endea- 
vours to  extricate  himfelf  from  the  efte&s  of  a 
confpiracy  againft  government,  when  he  has  once 
engaged  in  it.  This  gentleman,  a man  of  amia- 
ble manners,  and  a well  informed  underflanding, 
was  yet  weak  enough  to  be  feduced  into  the  con- 
fpiracy ; and  having  a&ed  fo  as  to  cauie  much  fuf- 
picion,  was  arrefted  and  confined  in  Gorey  a little 
before  the  infurre&ion.  He  repented  heartily  of 
his  mifconduft,  and  gave  information  ufeful  to  go- 
vernment ; but  fuch  was  the  Hate  of  things,  that 
he  was  treated  in  prifon  with  the  utmofi:  harfhnefs 
and  indignity.  Among  other  a£ls  of  feverity,  a 
ferjeant  of  the  North-Cork  militia,  nicknamed 
from  his  habitual  behaviour  Tom  the  devil,  cut 
away  all  his  hair  quite  clofe  to  the  head,  and  then 
burned  all  the  roots  of  it  with  a candle.  Being 
liberated  by  the  magifirates  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  of  May,  he  returned  to  his  houfe,  four  miles 
from  Gorey,  where  he  hoped  to  be  permitted  to 
remain — unconcerned  for  the  future  in  plots  and 
confpiracies.  But  he  was  foon  followed  by  fome 
yeomen,  who  deflroyed  his  effects,  and  obliged 
him  to  abfcond  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life. — 
Finding  no  alternative,  he  difguifed  himfelf  in  the 
habit  of  a beggar,  and  thus  croffing  the  country, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  rebels.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  war  he  exerted  himfelf  to  refirain  the 
cruelty  of  his  followers  : and  as  he  difapproved 
both  of  their  caufe  and  condu&,  he  was  always 
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meditating  an  elopement  from  them.  In  an  at- 
tempt, fome  time  after  the  affault  at  Hacketftown, 
to  penetrate  into  the  northern  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, where  he  hoped  to  abfcond  from  the  rebels, 
and  conceal  himfelf  from  the  partifans  of  govern- 
ment, he  was  taken  and  hanged  at  Edenderry,  in 
the  King’s  County,  a little  before  the  end  of  the 
rebellion. 

A body  of  thofe  rebels  who  had  difiurbed  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  and  fled  through  that  of 
Wexford  to  the  Wicklow  mountains,  finding  their 
affociates  repulfed  at  Hacketflown,  and  feeing  no 
profpe&  of  fuccefs  in  that  quarter,  marched  back, 
joined  by  many  others,  under  the  conduct  of  Gar- 
ret Byrne,  toward  the  county  of  W~exford — intend- 
ing to  furprife  the  garrifon  ofCarnew  in  their  way, 
on  the  30th  of  June.  Intelligence  being  brought 
to  the  army  encamped  at  Gorey,  where  general 
Needham  commanded,  of  a formidable  body  of 
rebels  being  in  motion,  two  hundred  cavalry  were 
detached,  moftly  regulars,  partly  yeomen,  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Puleftone,  of 
the  Ancient  Britons,  fupported  by  an  excellent 
body  of  infantry.  This  party  of  cavalry  coming 
within  light  of  the  rebels,  and  obferving  them  in 
full  march  on  the  road  to  Carnew,  ought  to  have 
watched  their  movements  at  a moderate  diftance, 
and  lent  advice  thereof  to  the  camp  ; but  infiead 
of  tills,  with  a moft  unaccountable  temerity,  when 
they  were  unfupported  by  the  infantry,  who  had 
been  recalled,  they  galloped  after  the  rebels  to 

attack 


IRISH  REBELLION. 


173 


attack  them.*  The  latter,  finding  a combat  una- 
voidable, after  running  full  fpeed  to  efcape,  rufhed 
from  the  road  into  the  fields,  and  placing  themfelves 
behind  the  hedges  and  wallsonboth  fides  of  the  way, 
poured  a terrible  fire  on  the  cavalry;  who  unable 
either  to  retreat  or  to  annoy  the  enemy,  pufhed 
forward  toward  Carnew  ; but  by  cars  lying  in  the 
way,  on  which  women  belonging  to  the  rebels  had 
been  carried,  they  were  fo  retarded,  and  fo  long 
expofed  to  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  that  without 
killing  one  of  their  antagoni'fts,  they  fuffered  the 
lofs  of  fifty-five  men  fiain,  of  whom  twenty- eight 
were  Ancient  Britons.  The  reft  effe&ed  their  ef- 
cape to  Carnew,  and  alarmed  the  garrifon,  who 
would  otherwife  have  been  furprifed  and  cut  to 
pieces,  as  they  had  taken  no  precautions  of  outpoft 
or  patroles.  A malt-houfe,  which  had  been  fpared 
from  deftru&ion  when  the  rebels  had  burned  the 
town,  was  the  fortrefs,  into  which  the  garrifon  had 
barely  time  to  retire  when  the  rebels  appeared, 
who,  after  an  ineffe&ual  attack,  in  which  they 
fuftained  fome  lofs,  purfued  their  march  to  Kilca- 
van-hill. 

Proceeding  thence  with  fomewhat  diminifhed 
number,  with  intention  to  plunder  and  burn  the 
houfes  of  the  loyalifts  at  Coolkenna  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, they  were  followed  in  their  march  on 

the 

* Why  the  infantry,  whofe  fupport  might  have  prevented  this 
difafter,  had  been  recalled,  I cannot  teJl  — Perhaps  the  cavalry 
would  not  have  been  fo  rafh,  if  they  had  not  fuppofed  the  infan- 
try (till  at  hand  to  fupport  them. 
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the  2nd  of  July  by  a bod}  of  about  a hundred 
and  fifty  yeomen,  confiding  chiefly  of  the  Shilelah 
troops  and  the  True  Blues  of  Tinnehely,  who 
prefiTed  them  fo  clofel'y.  that  they  thought  proper  to 
change  their  courfe,  and  to  take  pod  on  Ballyrahn 
or  Ballyraheen-hill,  between  Tinnehely  and  Car- 
new.  Here  the  mod  prudent  of  the  yeoman  offi- 
cers were  of  opinion  that  their  troops  ought  to 
flop,  and  to  content  themfelves  with  watching  at 
a fafe  didance  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Con- 
trary opinions  prevailing,  an  attack  was  made  up 
the  hill,  when  the  rebels,  who  had  wiffied  to  avoid 
a battle,  ru  filing  down  on  them,  put  them  to  flight, 
killing  ten  of  the  infantry  ; but  the  cavalry  all 
efcaped.  Two  officers  fell  in  the  beginning  of  this 
adion— captain  Chamney  of  the  Coolattin,  and 
captain  Nickfon  of  the  Coolkenna  company,  both 
greatly  lamented.  The  daughter  would  have  been 
far  greater,  if  fixty  of  the  infantry,  under  captain 
Morton  and  lieutenant  Chamney,  had  not  taken 
refuge  in  captain  Chamney’s  houfe  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  where  they  fudained,  during  fourteen 
hours,  the  attacks  of  the-rebels,  who  attempted  re- 
peatedly in  vain  to  fire  the  houfe.  Some,  parti- 
cularly a very  large  man  from  Gorey,  named  John 
Redmond,  nicknamed  Shaan  Plunder,  advanced 
to  the  hall  door,  with  the  defign  of  burning  it,  and 
thus  opening  a paffage  into  the  houfe,  under  a co- 
vering of  feather-beds  ; but  were  killed  in  the  at- 
tempt, the  bullets  penetrating  even  this  thick  tegu- 
ment. As  a difeharge  of  mufketry  was  maintained 
from  the  windows  on  the  affailants,  whofe  affoci- 
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ates  injudicioufly  fet  fire  to  the  neighbouring  houfe 
of  Henry  Morton,  Efq.  the  illumination  of  which 
furnifhed  an  opportunity  to  the  garrifon  of  aiming 
at  their  enemies  in  the  night,  the  lofs  of  the  rebels 
muft  have  been  confiderable — amounting,  accord- 
ing to  fome  accounts,  to  a hundred  and  thirty 
men. 

After  this,  one  body  of  the  rebels  marched  thro’ 
the  mountains  of  Wicklow  to  the  county  of  Kil- 
dare, and  another  returned  to  that  of  Wexfoid.— 
The  latter  making  their  appearance  at  a place 
called  the  White  Heaps,  from  fome  heaps  of  white 
ftones  at  the  foot  of  Croghan  mountain,  the  armies 
of  generals  Needham  and  Sir  James  Duff  moved, 
on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  July,  (the  former  from 
Gorey,  the  latter  from  Carnew,)  to  attack  them. 
The  rebels  having  advanced  in  the  mean  time, 
were  met  at  Wicklow-gap,  a pafs  between  the 
mountains  of  Croghan  and  Conna,  in  the  morning 
of  the  5th,  by  Sir  James  Duff’s  army,  from  whom 
they  retreated  after  a few  difcharges  of  his  artil- 
lery, diredling  their  march  toward  Gorey.  They 
muft  now  have  been  furrounded  and  flaughtered, 
if  general  Needham  had  not  been  too  late  in  his 
movements,  for  Sir  James  Duff  purfued  them 
clofely,  and  brought  them  to  a&ion  at  a place  call- 
ed Ballyguilin,  four  miles  from  Gorey.  Here, 
making  a ftand  on  fome  elevated  grounds,  they 
repulfed  the  advanced  guard  of  cavalry,  and  might 
have  taken  the  artillery  which  accompanied  them, 
if  they  had  not  been  apprehenfive  of  an  ambuf- 
cade  ; but  by  the  fire  of  the  infantry  on  their  ar- 
rival. 
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rival,  and  that  of  the  curricle  guns,  they  were  dif- 
comfited,  and  fled  with  their  ufual  celerity,  and 
with  little  lofs,  making  their  efcape  in  various  di- 
rections, and  appointed  to  affemble  on  Corrigrua- 
hill.  They  had  been  purfued  in  the  morning  by 
the  highlanders  of  the  marquis  of  Huntley’s  regi- 
ment, who  were  prevented  by  a fog  from  finding 
them,  and  were  annoyed  in  their  flight  by  a body 
of  the  King’s  County  militia,  polled  in  Ferns,  who, 
on  advice  brought  them  by  the  Rev.  Peter  Browne, 
dean  of  Ferns,  entered  inflantly  on  the  purfuit, 
and  killed  fome  whom  they  overtook.  Finding 
themfelves  hunted  from  place  to  place  by  different 
bodies  of  the  king’s  troops,  andunableto  maintain 
any  poll,  they  difperfed  from  Corrigrua,  and  no 
oppolition  was  afterwards  made  to  the  royal  army 
in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

The  other  body  of  Wexfordian  rebels  dire&ecl 
their  courfe  to  the  county  of  Kildare,  to  form  a 
junClion  with  a number  of  their  allies  in  that 
county,  who  had  remained  in  arms  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  rebellion,  and  under  the  conduCl  of 
William  Aylmer  had  eluded  the  king’s  troops,  by 
rapid  movements  reciprocally  from  the  Wicklow 
mountains  to  the  bog  of  Allen.  This  jun&ion  was 
foon  broken.  The  fierce  Wexfordians  quarrelled 
with  their  lefs  enterpriling  alfociates  ; and  an  acl 
of  Aylmer,  who  took  a difputed  gun  from  one  of 
the  former,  and  gave  it  to  one  of  his  own  men,  al- 
mofl  caufed  a battle  between  the  two  parties. — 
From  Profperous  the  ill  affociated  confederates 
marched  to  Clonard,  a village  twenty-five  miles 
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leftward  of  Dublin,  on  the  river  Boyne,  with  de- 
sign to  attack  Athlone,  and  raife  an  infurre&ion 
in  the  weftern  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Though 
they  amounted  perhaps  in  number  to  three  thou* 
fand,  they  found  fo  obftinate  a r efl fiance  at  CIo- 
nard  from  twenty-feven  men,  under  lieutenant 
Tyrrel,  a yeoman  officer,  in  a fortified  home,  that 
they  were  delayed  till  the  arrival  of  fuccours  from* 
Kinnegad  and  Mullingar,  and  obliged  to  abandon 
the  attempt.  From  the  time  of  this  repulfe,  the 
nth  of  July,  the  Wexfordians,  finally  feparating 
from  their  lefs  hardy  affociates,  purfued  unaided 
their  plan  of  defperate  adventure.  Reduced  to 
about  fifteen  hundred  in  number,  and  hunted  in 
every  quarter  By  various  bodies  of  the  king’s 
troops,  which  were  Rationed  every  where  around, 
they  made  a flying  march  from  place  to  place,  in 
the  counties  of  Kildare,  Meath,  Louth,  and  Dub- 
lin, under  the  conduct  of  Fitzgerald,  fkirmiffiing 
with  fuch  parties  of  the  royal  army  as  overtook  or 
intercepted  them. 

On  the  night  of  their  repulfe  they  plundered  the 
village  of  Carbery,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  and 
marched  the  following  morning  by  johnflown  to  a 
place  called  Summerhill,  near  Culmullin,  in  the 
county  of  Meath.  Here,  after  having  eluded  the 
purfuit  of  forne  parties  of  foldiery.  particularly 
that  of  colonel  Gordon,  of  the  Invernefs  fenfibles, 
who  had  marched  to  feek  them  from  Trim,  they 
were  attacked  by  colonel  Gough,  with  a body  of 
troops  from  Edenderry,  and  obliged  to  fly  with 
precipitation  and  the  lofs  of  their  plunder.  To- 
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tally  difappointed  in  their  hopes  of  afliftance  to 
their  caufe  in  the  countv  of  Meath,  which  had 
been  fo  agitated  by  defenderifm  and  rebellion, 
they  by  a circuitous  and  rapid  march  made  their 
way  to  the  river  Boyne,  which  they  .eroded  near 
Duleek  into  the  county  of  Louth,  Finding  them- 
felves  overtaken  on  the  14th  by  the  cavalry  of  ma- 
jor-gen. Wemys  and  brigadier-g^n.  Meyrick,  who 
were  purfuing  them  with  two  divi lions  of  the  armyv 
hey  made  a defperate  Hand  between  theBoyne  and 
the  town  of  Ardee.  On  the  arrival  of  the  infan- 
try and  artillery  to  the  abidance  of  the  cavalry, 
who  had  been  endeavouring  to  keep  the  rebels  at 
bay,  they  broke,  and  fled,  with  fome  lofs,  into  a 
bog.  Some  of  thefe  adventurers  dire&ed  their 
flight  hence  to  Ardee,  and  difperfed ; but  the 
main  body,  repafling  the  Boyne,  marched  with 
great  celerity  towards  Dublin,  perhaps  with  de- 
fign  to  regain  the  Wicklow  mountains.  Being- 
hotly  purfued  by  captain  Gordon  of  the  Dumfries- 
light  dragoons,  with  a body  of  cavalry  followed 
by  infantry,  they  were  finally  difperfed,  with  fome 
Daughter,  at  Ballyboghil,  near  Swords,  in  the 
county  of  Dublin,  whence  they  feverally  endea- 
voured by  devious  ways,  to  reach  their  homes,  or 
places  of  concealment. 

While  a bloody  and  defoiating  civil  war  (which 
I conflder  as  terminated  in  the  final  difperfion  of 
the  Wexfordian  rebels)  had  been  raging  in  the 
county  of  Wexford,  and  occafionally  affii&ing  the 
county  of  Wicklow,  and  petty  rebellions  had 
been  clfewhere  formed,  the  capital,  vigilantly 
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guarded  by  a large  military  force,  enjoyed  a peace 
not  otherwife  interrupted  than  by  alarms  of  plots 
within  and  hoftilities  without.  The  chief  part  of 
this  military  force  conlifted  of  its  own  citizens, 
formed  into  yeoman  companies,  whofe  condudf  on 
this  occaiion  merits  the  higheft  praife. 

Trials  and  executions,  which  every  where  fol- 
lowed the  fuppreffion  or  difcovery  of  confpiracies, 
had  early  commenced  in  the  capital.  Among 
many  others,  a rebel  officer,  a proteftant,  named 
Bacon,  an  inhabitant  of  Great  Ship*  flreet,  being 
apprehended  on  the  3d  of  June,  difguifed  in  fe- 
male apparel,  proceeding  in  a chaife  to  the  coun- 
try to  join  his  men,  or,  as  fome  fay  (with  great  pro- 
bability), to  conceal  himfelf  from  both  rebels  and 
ioyaliils  till  the  dorm  fhould  fubfide,  was  execut- 
ed on  the  6th  near  Carliile-bridge. On  the  14th 

was  executed,  on  the  fame  fcaffolding,  lieutenant 
Efmond,  found  guilty  of  being  leader  in  the  at- 
tack on  Profperous,  already  related. — On  the  12th 
of  July  Henry  and  John  Sheares  were  brought  to 
t r*a  1 y rrd e m n e d , and  foon  after  put  to  death.  The 
^ t^ff  of  John  M’Cann,  who  had  been  fecretary  to 
' the  provincial  committee  of  Leinfter,  followed  on 
the  17th;  that  of  Michael  William  Byrne,  de- 
legate from  the  county  committee  of  Wicklow; 
and  that  of  Oliver  Bond,  on  the  23d.  The  two 
former  were  executed  ; but  the  third  was  repriev- 
ed, as  a judicious,  and  indeed  neceffary  fyftem  of 
mercy  had  been  adopted  iince  the  arrival  of  the 
marquis  Cornwallis,  as  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
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W hile  a few  trials  for  treafon  were  held  by  jury 
in  the  metropolis,  by  the  more  fuitimary  mode  of 
court-martial  were  great  numbers  tried  in  other 
places,  particularly  the  town  and  county  of  Wex- 
ford. On  the  poflefTion  of  the  former  by  his  ma- 
jefty’s  forces,  on  the  21ft  of  June,  immediate 
fearch  was  made  for  the  oflenfible  chiefs  of  the 
rebels,  mofl  of  whom  had  fought  places  of  conceal- 
ment. Some  furrendered  in  confidence  of  an  im- 
aginary capitulation.  Matthew  Keugh,  as  I have 
already  mentioned,  made  no  attempt  to  efcape, 
hoping  mercy  on  account  of  his  having  been  for- 
merly in  danger  among  the  rebels,  and  for  the  fer- 
vices  which  he  had  rendered  in  their  evacuation 
of  the  town.  But  no  mercy  on  fuch  accounts  was, 
in  thofe  times,  to  be  found.— On  the  25th,  nine  of 
thefe  leaders  were  executed,  among  whom  were 
Keugh  and  Philip  Roach.  The  bridge  wras  the 
general  feene  of  execution,  as  it  had  been  of  maf- 
facre.  The  head,  after  death  by  hanging,  feparat- 
ed  from  the  body,  which  was  commonly  thrown' 
into  the  river,  as- had  been  the  bodies  of  the  maf- 
facred  proteftants,  was  fixed  aloft  on  the  courts 
houfe. 

Among  the  perfons  who  fuffered  for  treafon  on 
the  bridge,  were  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey,  Cor- 
nelius Grogan,  and: John. Henry Colclough. — Gro- 
gan, a man  of  a large  eftate  in  land  and  much  ac- 
cumulated wealth,  but  of  a timid-  fpirit,  and  no 
great  depth  of  underftanding,  had  unfortunately 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  infurgents,  and  fo  far 
xnifconceived  the  fiate  of  affairs  as  to  imagine  his 
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property  more  fecure  under  the  prote&ion  of  the 
United  Irifh  .than  of  the  exifting  government: 
unhappy  mifconception  ! the  fuccefs  of  the  rebels 
would  have  involved  the  deftru&ion  of  both  his 
property  and  life.  He,  however,  through  fear  of 
the  lofs  at  leaft  of  the  former,  had  confent:*d  to 
take  the  United  oath,  and  to  adl  as  commiffary  to 
the  rebel  army.  Yet,  fuch  is  the  inconhftency  of 
human  nature,  this  man,  whofe  only  guilt,  with 
regard  to  treafon,  had  been  caufed  by  his  timidity, 
met  his  fate  with  courage,  when  he  found  death 
inevitable.  Harvey  betrayed  more  fear  of  death 
at  the  place  of  execution,  though  he  was  well 
known  to  have  been  a man  of  perfonal  courage, 
having  expofed  his  life  with  intrepidity  in  duels. 
This  gentleman  was  poffefied  of  a large  landed 
property,  and  had  in  -many  reipe&s  borne  an  ami- 
able charadler,  particularly  that  of  a moft  humane 
landlord — a chara&er  unfortunately  not  very  com- 
mon in  Ireland  ! Seduced,  like  fome  other  men 
of  benevolent  hearts,  by  the  fallacious  hope  that 
fuch  a revolution  might  be  effedled  in  Ireland  by 
a popular  infurre&ion,  as  would  cure  the  defers 
of  the  political  fyftem,  and  prodigiouily  augment  the 
profperity  of  the  illand,  he  had  entered  into  the 
united  confpiracy ; but  foon  convinced,  after  the 
infurre-flion  had  taken  place,  of  the  utter  imprac- 
ticability of  fuch  a revolution  by  fuch  inftruments, 
and  of  the  certain  deftruflion  of  himfelf  and  other 
proteftant  chiefs,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs  on  the  fide  of 
the  rebels,  he  would  moft;  gladly  have  renounced 
$11  connexion  with  them;  but,  as  no  alternative 
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was  allowed,  he  was  obliged  to  remain  among 
them  while  they  were  able  to  retain  the  poll  of 
Wexford. 

Harvey  and  Grogan  fuffered  execution  together 
on  the  28th;  Colclough  alone  in  the  evening  of 
the  fame  day.  Colclough  was  a man  of  very  ami- 
able charader,  of  a naturally  good  underftanding, 
enlarged  by  culture,  and  of  engaging  manners. 
By  education  and  profeflion  a Romanift,  he  was 
a proteftant  in  principle.*  Influenced  in  his  matri- 
monial fpeculation  folely  by  the  pcrfonal  merit  of 
the  objed,  he  married  a lady  of  a congenial  foul, 
whofe  endowments  of  mind  and  amiable  qualities 
fully  juftified  the  wifdom  of  his  choice.  So  void 
was  he  of  religious  bigotry,  that  he  recommended 
to  his  wife  not  to  conform  to  his  mode  of  worfhip, 
fince  to  follow  the  didates  of  her  confcience  in 
adheriag  to  the  proteftant  religion  (in  which  lhe 
had  been  educated)  would  be  more  pleating  to 
him.  This  will  be  attributed  to  a deiftical  indif- 
ference in  religious  matters,  by  thofe  who  allow 
liberality  todeifm  and  deny  it  to  Chriflian  charity, 
of  which  I cannot  fuppofe  any  Romanift  of  a cul- 
tivated and  difeerning  mind  to  be  diverted,  be  the 

adventb 

* I mean  not  to  fay  that  he  preferred  the  forms  and  ceremo- 
nies of  the  proteftant  to  thofe  of  the  Rcmifh  religion,  to  which 
he  had  been  habituated,  i believe  the  contrary  to  have  been  the 
cafe.  But  he  was  fo  far  a proteftant  as  to  rejedt  ail  thofe  perfe- 
cting ao£hines  of  the  Romifh  church,  adverfe  alike  to  reafon 
and  Chriftianity,  which  have  cauftd  fo  much  bioedfhedand  cala 
unity  among  mankind,. 
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adventitious  rules  of  his  religion  what  they  may. 
Seduced  by  the  like  fallacious  idea  as  Harvey,  he 
had  embarked  on  that  tempeftuous  ocean,  whence 
was  fo  feldom  permitted  a return  ; and  made  too 
late  the  horrible  difcovery,  that  the  inftruments  of 
political  reform  were  an  ungovernable  mob  of 
outrageous  bigots,  among  whom  none,  except  the 
inftigators  of  fanguinary  violence,  could  have  ef- 
fective influence. 

After  his  million  to  Ennifcorthy,  already  relat- 
ed, in  conjun&ion  with  Fitzgerald,  he  went  imme- 
diately to  his  houfe,  and,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  took  the  road  to  Wexford,  with  intention  to 
re-enter  his  prifon  according  to  his  engagement. 
His  detention  there  not  being  then  thought  necef- 
fary  by  the  magiftrates,  he  returned  to  his  houfe, 
and  taking  his  wife  with  him  in  a carriage,  was 
going  back  to  Wexford,  as  a place  of  fafety  under 
the  protc&ion  of  the  king’s  forces — when  he  was 
met  on  the  road  by  the  panic-Aruck  troops  of  cap- 
tains Cornock  and  Snow,  haftening  to  Duncannon. 
He  was  inAantly  feized  as  a hoflage,  and  carried 
with  them,  in  their  march,  by  thefe  terrified  men, 
-who  declared  with  oaths  that  they  would  fhoot 
him  whenever  they  fhould  be  attacked.  How  far 
their  fears  were  vain  or  well-founded,  I cannot  af- 
certain,  as  the  pealants  in  thole  parts  had  not  as 
yet  rifen  in  rebellion.*  After  marching  in  this 

manner 

* On  their  arrival,  however,  within  a few  miles  of  Duncannon, 
in ’a  dark  night,  fome  rebels  (who  were  only  then  beginning  to 
rife  in  thefe  parts)  were  induced  by  circumftances  to  attack  the 
fc&ttered  troops,  and  take  about  fifty  of  them  prifoners. 
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manner  a confiderable  way,  he  was  difmifled  by* 
the  troops ; and  the  infurre&ion  extending  to  thefe 
diftri&s  foon  after,  he  was  appointed  to  a com- 
mand among  the  rebels. 

In  the  flight  of  the  chiefs  from  the  unbridled 
boft  which  they  had  vainly  hoped  to  command, 
he  retired  with  his  w^fe  and  child  to  one  of  the 
Saltee  iflands,  of  which  he  was  landlord,  nine  miles 
from  the  coaft  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  and  chofe 
for  his  temporary  abode  a cave,  which  he  furnifh- 


ed  with  provifions,  and  where  he  hoped  to  remain 
concealed  until  the  fervor  of  profecution  fhould 
abate  But  Harvey,  knowing  his  place  of  retreat, 
and  wifhing  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  lame  opportu- 
nity of  concealment,  embarked  fo  incautioully  to 
follow  him,  as  to  afford  a foundation  for  conjec- 
ture and  difcovery.  He  and  Harvey  furrendered 
without  reliflance  ; though  from  the  nature  of  the 
place  they  might  have  made  for  fome  time  a de- 
fence.—At  his  trial  and  execution  he  difplayed  a 
calm  intrepidity  of  fpirit,  and  a dignity  of  deport- 
ment attempered  with  mildnefs,  which  command- 
ed the  admiration  and  efleem  of  the  fpe£lators  ; 
and  died  fo  flrcngly  impreffed  with  the  horror  o 
atrocities  attendant  on  revolutionary  attempts  in 
Ireland,  that  doubtlefs,  if  he  had  been  pardoned, 
he  would  have  become  as  loyal  a fubjeft  as,  with 
exception  of  Ids  political  conduct,  he  had  always 
been  an  excellent  member  of  fociety. 

Harvey,  Grogan,  Keugh,  and  Perry,  were  the 
only  proteflants  put  to  death  as  leaders  of  the 
Wexfordian  rebels.  Among  the  many  Romanics 

who 
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^10  fullered  on  this  accufation,  were  twoprieils  of 
totally  different  chara&ers — Father  John  Murphy, 
of  Boulavogue,  and  Father  John  Redmond,  of 
Clough.  The  former,  already  noticed,  had  been 
leader  fmcethe  firft  moment  of  the  infurre&ion  in 
his  county,  and  had  alone  been  confidered  as  fuch 
by  iome  thoufands  of  rebels,  over  whom  other 
chieftains  held  a nominal  authority.  He  was 
nominal  as  well  as  real  chief  commander  of  that 
great  column  which  made  an  incurhon  through 
the  county  of  Carlow  into  that  of  Kilkenny,  and 
caufed  fuch  devaftation  in  that  quarter-  In 
the  rout  of  Kilcomne.y  he  difappeared  from  his 
followers,  who  generally  imagine  hint  to  be  ftill 
alive.  He  wa§,  howeyer,  apprehended  in  hi$ 
flight,  and  conduced  to  Tullow,  in^he  county  of 
Carlow  ; where,  being  recognized,  he  was  execut- 
ed by  martial  jaw. 

Of  the  rebellious  condu6t  of  Redmond,  coadju- 
tor to  Father  Francis  Xavenagh,  in  the  parifh  of 
Clough,  of  which  I was  twenty-three  years  curate, 
I can  find  no  other  proof  than  the  fentence  of  the 
court-martial  which  configned  him  to  death.  Fie 
was  accufed  by  the  earl  of  Mountnorris,  of  having 
appeared  as  chief  among  a party  of  rebels  who 
committed  forne  depredations  at  his  lordfhip’s 
houfe  ; while  he  alledged  that  his  objedl  in  ap- 
pearing on  the  occafion  was  to  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent the  plundering  of  the  houfe,  in  which  he  had 
partly  fucceeded.  Coming  into  Gorey  on  a mef- 
fage  from  the  earl,  feemingly  unapprehenfive  of 
danger,  and  unconfcious  of  guilt,  he  was  treated  as 

if 
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if  manifeftly  guilty  before  trials  knocked  down  in 
the  ftreet,  and  rudely  dragged  by  fome  yeomen.— 
1 mean  not  to  arraign  thejufticeof  the  noble  lord, 
his  proiecutor,  nor  the  members  of  the  court-mar- 
tial. The  former,  who  had  rendered  himself  in 
no  fmali  degree  refponfible  for  the  loyalty  of  the 
Wexford i an  Rcmanifls,  had  doubtlefs  good  reafons 
for  his  condu£l ; and  the  latter  could  have  no 
perfonal  animolity  againfl:  the  accufed,  nor  other 
unfavourable  bias  than  what  naturally  arofe  from 
the  turbid  Rate  of  affairs,  when  accufation,  efpe- 
daily  againfl  a Romifh  pried,  was  confidered  as  a 
flrong  prefumption  of  guilt.  But  his  proteftant 
neighbours,  who  had  not  been  able  to  efcape  from 
the  rebels,  affured  me  that  while  the  latter  were 
in  pofTefhon  of  the  country,  he  was  eonflantly 
hiding  in  proteflant  houfes  from  the  rebels,  and 
that  many  Romanills  expreffed  great  refentment 
againfl  him  as  a traitor  to  their  caufe.  That  he 
expe&ed  not  the  rebellion  to  be  fuccefsful,  appears 
from  this,  that  when  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Sted- 
man  (one  of  my  prdteftant  parifhioners)  applied 
to  him  to  baptize  her  child,  he  told  her  that  he 
acceded  to  her  requeil  merely  left  the  child  fhould 
die  unbaptized,  in  the  neceffary  abfence  of  her 
minifler,  on  condition  that  fhe  fhould  promife  to 
make  the  proper  apology  for  him  to  me  on  my  re- 
turn to  the  parifh. 

Among  the  Romanift  leaders  of  rebellion  exe- 
cuted at  the  time  of  its  fuppreffion,  at  Wexford, 
was  Kelly  of  Kill-ann,  already  mentioned  as  con- 
ductor of  that  column  which  entered  the  town  of 

Rofs» 
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Rofe.  This  young  man  was  worthy  of  a far  better 
caufe  and  better  aflfociates — his  courage  and  hu- 
manity being  equal  and  confpicuous.  But  the 
d'ifplay  of  humanity  by  a rebel,  was  in  general,  in 
the  tri^s  by  court-martial,  by  no  means  regarded 
as  a circumflance  in  favour  of  the  accufed  : ilrange 
as  it  may  feem  in  times  of  cool  reflexion,  it  was 
very  frequently  urged  as  a proof  of  guilt.  Who- 
ever could  be  proved  to  have  faved  a loyalift  from 
aflfaffination,  his  houfe  from  burning,  or  his  pro- 
perty from  plunder — was  confidered  as  having  in- 
fluence among  the  rebels,  conlequently  a rebel 
commander.-* **  This  has  been  by  fome  fuppofed  to 
have  arifen  from  a policy  in  government  to  difeou- 
rage  all  ideas  of  humanity  in  rebels,  that  in  cafe  of 
another  infurredion,  they  might  be  fo  completely 
fanguinary  as  to  render  themfelves  and  their  caufe 
as  odious  as  poflible,  and  confequently  unfupport- 
ed.  For  my  part  I cannot  eafily  believe  the  mem- 
bers of  adminiflration  capable  of  fo  cruel  a policy  ; 
and  even  if  private  inftrudions  for  this  mode  of 
proceeding  had  been  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
army,  I fhould  be  a little  furprifed  that  yeoman 
officers  fhould  implicitly  adopt  it,  if  they  expeded 
another  infurredion,  as  in  that  event  their  families 
or  friends  might  be  the  vidirns.  In  fad  it  fee  ms 

to 

* A mention  of  the  notoriety  of  this  practice  drew  unrefkd- 
sngly  the  following  extraordinary  exclamation  from  a Roman 
catholic  gentleman  who  had  been  one  of  the  rebels  : “ I thank 

**  my  God  that  no  perfon  can  prove  me  guilty  of  faving  the  life 

or  property  of  any  one  !’? 
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to  have  arifenfrom  a rage  of  profecutkm,  by  which 
the  crime  of  rebellion  was  regarded  as  too  great 
to  admit  any  circumftances  of  extenuation  in  fa- 
vour of  the  perfon  guilty  of  it,  and  by  which  every 
modje  of  convi&ion  againft  fuch  a perfon  was 
deeirr^d  juftifiable. 

A mode  of  proceeding  againfl  imputed  rebels, 
more  furpmary  ftill  than  that  of  trials  by  court- 
martial,  \vas  pra<3ifed  from  the  commencement  of 
the  rebellion  by  foldiers,  yeomen,  and  fupplemen- 
taries,  who  frequently  executed  without  any  trial 
fuch  as  they  judged  worthy  of  death,  even  perfons 
found  unarmed  in  their  own  houfes.  This  pra&iee 
of  the  foldiery  and  yeomen,  which,  conduced 
y/ith  top  little  difcriminaticn  of  guilt  and  inno- 
cence, denied  fafety  at  home  to  the  peaceably  in- 
clined, augmented  for  a time  the  numbers  of  the 
rebels,  and  would,  on  their  difperfion,  have  in 
great  meafure  depopulated  the  country,  if  it  had 
not  been  reflrained  by  the  juft  policy  of  govern- 
ment, on  the  appointment  of  the  marquis  Corn- 
wallis, in  place  of  lord  Camden,  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenancy of  Ireland. 

That  a viceroy  of  military  talents,  of  political 
knowledge  and  adlivity,  had  not  been  fent  fooner 
to  this  kingdom,  where  a widely  extended  infur- 
re&ion  had  been  fo  long  known  to  have  been 
planned,  feems  to  argue  a defe£l  of  wifdom,  at 
leaft  of  precaution,  in  the  Britifh  cabinet.  Pro- 
bably the  members  of  that  cabinet  were  little 
aware  of  the  dangerous  force  of  the  Irifh  peafantry, 

when 
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when  armed  and  brought  into  adlion.  But  if  New- 
townbarry,  Rofs,  and  Arklow  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Wexfordian  infurgents;  if  thefe  in- 
furgents  had  not  committed  inaffacres  and  devaf- 
tations  ; if  they  had  not  given  their  warfare  the 
complexion  of  bigotry  and  religious  murder  ; if 
they  had  not  procraftinated ; and  if  troops  from 
France  with  arms  and  ammunition  had  landed  to 
their  affiftance — the  Britifh  miniftry  might  have 
had  lamentable  caufe  of  repentance  for  their  ne- 
gledl  of  Ireland  ! As  if  to  make  atonement  for 
pad  inattention,  a man  the  moft  fit  of  all  the  clafs 
of  nobility  was  at  length  appointed  to  this  moft 
important  office — the  marquis  Cornwallis ; who 
had  eminently  difplayed  the  talents  of  a general 
and  ftatefman,  not  lets  when  inevitably  conquered 
in  America,  than  when  vi&orious  in  the  eaft.  The 
earlier  appointment  of  fuch  a viceroy  might  have 
prevented  rebellion,  and  confequently  the  lofs  of 
thoufands  of  lives  and  of  immenfe  property  to  the 
kingdom.  His  adlivity  and  wifdom,  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  high  fundlion,  foon  exhibited  a new 
phenomenon  in  a country  where  the  viceroyalty 
had  been  generally  a finecure,  and  the  viceroy  a 
pageant  of  ftate. 

On  the  20th  of  June  lord  Cornwallis  made  his 
important  entrance  into  the  capital;  and  foon  af- 
ter lord  Camden  made  his  pompous  exit  from  the 
kingdom  with  triumphal  parade. — In  a few  days  a 
proclamation  was  iflued,  and  on  the  3d  of  July  in- 
serted in  the  Dublin  gazette,  authorizing  his  ma- 
jefty’s  generals  to  give  protediicm  to  fuch  infurg- 
ents 
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ents  as,  being  {imply  guilty  of  rebellion,  ffiould 
furrender  their  arms,  abjure  all  unlawful  engage- 
ments, and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king. 
How  neceffary  was  at  that  time  fuch  a ftep,  could 
be  a queftion  of  no  difficulty  to  thofe  who,  view- 
ing difpaffionately  the  ftate  of  affairs,  confidered 
what  numbers  had  been  feduced  into  the  confpi- 
racy  by  artifice,  and  forced  into  rebellion  by  un- 
fortunate circumfiances.  To  give  the  full  fanc- 
tion  of  law  to  this  necefiTary  meafure,  a meffage 
was  delivered  from  his  excellency  to  the  houfe  of 
commons  on  the  17th  of  July,  fignifying  his  ma- 
jefiy’s  pleafure  to  that  effect ; ancf  an  a<5t  of  aj£- 
nefty  was  accordingly  paffed  in  favour  of  akfen- 
gaged  in  the  rebellion,  who  had  not  been  leaders 
— who  had  not  committed  man-daughter,  except 
in  the  heat  of  battle— -and  who  ffiould  comply 
with  the  conditions  mentioned  above. 

Whence  originated,  or  by  whom  was  planned 
or  propofed  what  feems  a kind  of  treaty  between 
government  and  the  chiefs  of  the  United  Irifh,  I 
am  not  authorized  explicitly  to  fay  ; * but  an 
agreement  was  made,  that  the  latter,  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  implicate  any  perfon,  fhould  give 
all  the  information  in  their  power  concerning  the 
internal  tranfa&ions  and  foreign  negociations  of 
the  fociety  ; and  that  they  in  return  (including 
Oliver  Bond,  then  under  fentence  of  death,  and 

others 


* The  application  is  fa  id  to  have  been  made  through  counlel- 
ior  Dobbs,  a member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  feme  chiefs 

of  the  confpiracy. 
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others  who  might  choofe  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
treaty)  fhouldbe  pardoned  as  to  life,  but  be  oblig- 
ed to  depart  out  of  Ireland.  The  following,  dat- 
ed the  29th  of  July,  1793,  and  figned  by  feventy- 
three  perfons,  have  been  given  as  the  terms  of  the 
contradt  : — “ That  the  underfigned  Bate  prifoners 
<c  in  the  three  prifons  of  Newgate,  Kilmainham, 
*c  and  Bridewell,  engage  to  give  every  informa- 
tion  in  their  power  of  the  whole  of  the  internal 
cc  tranfadlions  of  the  United  Irifhmen ; and  that 
cc  each  of  the  prifoners  fhall  give  detailed  infer- 
cc  mation  of  every  tranfadlion  that  has  palled  be- 
cc  tween  the  United  Irifhmen  and  foreign  Bates; 

but  that  the  prifoners  are  not,  by  naming  or  de- 
<c  fcribing,  to  implicate  any  perfon  whatever  ; and 
<c  that  they  are  ready  to  emigrate  to  fuch  country 
<c  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  between  them  and  go- 
ce  vernment,  and  give  fecurity  not  to  return  to  this 
“ country  without  the  permifiion  of  government, 
cc  and  not  to  pafs  into  an  enemy’s  country  ; — if,  on 
<c  fo  doing,  they  are  to  be  freed  from  profecuti- 
<c  on:  and  alfo  Mr.  Oliver  Bond  be  permitted  to 
cc  take  the  benefit  of  this  propofal.  The  Bate 
C£  prifoners  alfo  hope  that  the  benefit  of  this  pro- 
cc  pofalmaybe  extended  to  fuch  perfons  in  cuf- 
cc  ©dy,  or  not  in  cuBody,  as  may  choofe  to  benefit 
cc  by  it.”  In  confequence  of  this  agreement, 
fome  rebel  chiefs,  who  hitherto  had  remained  in 
arms,  among  whom  was  Aylmer,  furrendered  their 
perfons.  Six  principals  of  the  union,  particularly 
Arthur  O’Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  Dr, 
M’Nevin,  and  Samuel  Neilfon,  gave  details  on 
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oath,  in  their  examinations  before  the  fecret  conV 
mittees  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  in  whofe 
reports,  published  by  authority  of  government,  is 
contained  a mafs  of  information  concerning  the 
confpiracy. 

Whatever  were  the  original  terms  of  the  con- 
tradl,  and  by  whatever  fubfequent  events  the  con- 
tractors were  influenced  or  affedted,  the  principal 
prifoners  (fifteen  in  number)  were  not  liberated, 
and  a power  was  referred  by  miniflers  to  detain 
them  in  cuftody,  at  leaft  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war  with  France.  Doubtlefs  for  this  the 
members  of  adminiftration  had  fubflantial  reafons, 
of  which  they  might  think  the  publication  impro- 
per. In  all  probability  Oliver  Bond  would  have 
been  one  of  the  number  thus  referved  for  long 
confinement,  if  he  had  not  been  liberated  by 
death — an  apoplexy  putting  an  end  to  his  life  fud- 
denly  in  prifon. 

In  a pamphlet  flyled  a Letter  from  Arthur 
O’Connor  to  lord  Caftlereagh,  dated  from  prifon 
January  the  4th,  1799,  t^iat  minifler  is  direftly 
charged  with  a violation  of  the  contract,  and  a 
mifreprefentation  to  parliament  of  the  t ran  fa  £t  ions 
between  him  and  the  prifoners  of  date.  Other 
charges  are  made,  one  of  which  is  that  the  infor- 
mation given  by  thefe  prifoners  to  government- 
was  garbled  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  the  miniftry, 
and  particularly,  that  of  a hundred  pages,  deli- 
vered bv  O’Connor  himfelf,  onlv  one  has  been 
publifhed  in  the  reports  of  the  feeret  committees. 
i>ince  to  this  pamphlet,  in  which  bis  lordfhip  is 

peremp- 


IRISH  REBELLION. 


I9S 


peremptorily  challenged  to  difprove  any  of  the 
charges  therein  made,  no  reply  has  appeared,  we 
have  only  the  honor  and  integrity  of  his  lordfliip 
and  others  for  a difproof  of  thefe  accufations, 
which  doubtlefs  is  a fufficient  vindication  to  per- 
fons  acquainted  with  his  lordfhip’s  charader. 
The  pamphlet  was  faid  to  have  been  fuppreffed 
by  government,  at  leaft  was  clandeftinely  fold  and 
circulated.  The  author  exprefsly  clears  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  all  blame  in  thefe  tranfadlions.  The 
honor  of  the  marquis  Cornwallis  remains  unim- 
peached even  by  the  boldeft  of  all  the  chiefs  of 
the  confpiracy. 

Whether  the  negociation  between  government 
and  the  principal  confpirators  had  any  connexion 
with,  or  influence  on  the  bill  of  amnefty,  minifters 
alone  can  anfwer,  and  the  fecrets  of  adminiftta- 
tion  are  not  lightly  to  be  divulged.  The  affirma- 
tive feems  to  be  infinuated  in  the  above-mentioned 
pamphlet,  and  an  opinion  of  that  nature  to  have 
been,  at  the  time  of  the  bargain,  propagated 
among  people  conne&ed  with  the  infurgents,  who 
fpoke  of  fome  agreement  as  of  a treaty  of  peace. 
But  the  expediency  of  putting  a flop  to  a career 
of  daughter,  a continuation  of  which  mu  A have 
depopulated  the  country,  ought  to  be  fufficient  in 
itfelf  to  account  for  a limited  pardon  to  proftrate 
rebels.  By  the  neceffary  exception  of  certain 
crimes,  a field  wide  enough  lay  open  ftill  for  the 
pumfhment  of  infurre&ion.  Great  numbers  in 
the  courfe  of  profecution  fuffered,  many  deferv- 
edly,  and  fome  on  fuch  evidence  as  would  not  be 
*0  admitted 


/ 


xp4 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


admitted  in  times  of  calm  inveffigation.  To  pre- 
vent the  evil  confequences  of  any  precipitancy  of 
judgment,  which  might  peffibly  happen  in  trials 
by  court-martial,  orders  were  after  fome  time 
iffued,  that  execution  fhould  not  follow  the  trial 
till  after  the  tranfmifTion  of  the  minutes  to  the  feat 
of  government,  and  their  infpe&ion  by  the  vice- 
roy. 

AfTafTinations,  from  religious  or  political  mo- 
tives, would  probably  have  ceafed,  foon  after  the 
granting  of  prote&ions,  if  fome  defperate  rebels, 
reinforced  by  deferters  from  fome  regiments  of 
Irifh  militia,  had  not  remained  in  arms  in  the 
mountains  of  Wicklow,  and  the  dwarf  woods  of 
Xillaughrim,  near  Ennifcorthy.  Defertions  from 
thefe  regiments,  compofed  moftly  of  Romanics, 
were  much  apprehended  by  fome  in  the  time  of  the 
rebellion;  but  providentially  here,  as  in  other in- 
flances,  the  event  was  too  late  for  the  fervice  of 
the  rebel  caufe.  A very  few  had  deferted  to  the 
.infurgents  while  they  were  in  force,  and  thefe  few 
Teemed  not  well  to  relifh  the  change  from  a regular 
army  to  a diforderly  multitude.  Yet,  from  fome 
ilrange  movement  of  the  mind,  after  the  rebellion 
was  completely  quelled,  and  only  a few  defpera- 
doefc,  probably  not  above  three  hundred  in  all,  re- 
mained in  arms,  in  the  two  devious  retreats  above- 
mentioned,  many  foldiers,  particularly  of  the  An- 
trim and  King’s  County  regiments,  fled  from  their 
polls  to  thefe  defperadoes,  with  whom  they  could 
rationally  expe£l  no  better  fortune  than  a very 
fhort  life  of  hardfhip  and  rapine,  ended  by  the  ex- 
ecution 
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eeution  of  the  gun  or  the  halter.  So  great,  how- 
ever, was  the  terror  of  this  banditti  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  lurking  places,  that  thofe  proteflants  who 
had  remained  in  the  country  in  the  time  of  the  re- 
bellion, now  found  themfelves  under  the  neceffity 
of  taking  refuge  in  towns.  But,  after  a little  time, 
the  woods  of  Killaughrim,  fcoured  by  the  army, 
were  cleared  of  their  predatory  inhabitants,  who 
had  ludicroufiy  flyled  themfelves  Babes  of  the 
Wood , and  in  that  quarter  tranquillity  was  reflored 
to  the  country. 

The  party  in  the  Wicklow  mountains,  whofe 
range  was  much  more  extenfive,  and  haunts  much 
more  difficult  of  accefs,  continued,  under  two 
chiefs  of  the  names  of  Holt  and  Hacket,  to  annoy 
the  country  for  a longer  time,  and  in  a more  for- 
midable degree  ; iffuing  fuddenly  from  their  fafl- 
neffes  to  perpetrate  burnings  and  maffacres,  and 
retiring  before  troops  could  arrive  to  intercept 
them. 

As  the  maffacres  were  found  to  be  committed 
intirely  from  a fpirit  of  religious  hatred,  and  as 
the  real  perpetrators  could  not  be  brought  to  juf- 
tice,  a mode  was  adopted,  which  neceffity  alone 
could  juflify  ; but  it  proved  effectual.  Where 
any  proteflants  were  murdered  by  thefe  banditti  or 
their  confederates,  a greater  number  of  Romanics 
were  put  to  death  in  the  fame  neighbourhood  by 
the  yeomen.  Thus  at  Caftletown,  four  miles 
from  Gorey,  where  four  proteflants  were  maf- 
facred  in  the  night  by  Hacket,  feven  Rornanifls 
were  flain  in  revenge;  and  at  Aughrim  in  the 
county  of  Wicklow,  ten  miles  from  the  fame 
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town,  twenty-feven  of  the  latter  were  killed  m 
confequence  of  murders  committed  on  the  former* 
HarrafTed  inceffantly  by  the  purfuits  of  yeomen 
and  foldiery,  while  the  dreary  mountains  in  the 
winter  feafon  afforded  no  fhelter,  the  numbers  of 
the  banditti  daily  diminifhed  ; Hacket  was  killed 
by  captain  Atkins  near  Arklow,  a brave  young 
man,  who  had  been  a yeoman  officer,  in  defence 
of  his  houfe ; Holt  furrendered  for  tranfportation 
to  the  earl  of  Powerfcourt ; and  thefe  bands  of 
robbers  at  length  totally  difappeared. 

The  burnings  and  plunderings,  committed  by 
thefe  defperadoes,  augmented  in  fome  degree  the 
defolation  caufed  in  the  counties  of  Wexford, 
Wicklow,  and  the  neighbouring  parts,  by  the 
ravages  of  rebellion.  Such  was  the  defolation 
that,  together  with  a multitude  of  cabins,  farm- 
houfes,  and  gentlemen’s  feats  in  the  open  country, 
the  towns  of  Carnew,  Tinehaly,  Hacketflown, 
Donard,  Blefington,  and  Killedmond,  were 
deftroyed  by  fire ; befide  partial  deftru&ions  in 
other  towns,  as  Rofs,  where  above  three  hundred 
houfes,  moftly  cabins,  were  confumed ; and  En- 
nifcorthy,  much  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
ruined.  Where  a town  remained  any  time  in 
pofleffion  of  the  rebels,  what  houfes  efcaped  the 
flames  were  in  general  fo  damaged  as  to  be  reduced 
barely  to  the  walls  and  roof ; the  door-cafes,  win- 
dow-cafes, bales,  and  furbafes  of  the  chambers 
and  chimney  pieces  being  deflroyed,  and  the  fur- 
niture broken,  burned,  or  carried  away.  Moft  of 
the  devaftations  by  fire,  perpetrated  in  the  county 
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of  Wicklow  and  the  adjoining  diftrids,  had  place 
after  the  caufe  of  the  rebels  was  become  delperate, 
after  they  had  been  diflodged  from  all  their  polls 
in  the  county  of  Wexford,  and  obliged  to  take  re- 
fuge in  the  defert  mountains : whence  we  may  in- 
fer that  the  objedof  thefe  rebels,  when  their  hopes 
of  revolution  v/ere  fruflrated,  was  to  render  the 
country  of  as  little  value  as  poflible  to  their  oppo- 
nents. 

The  devallation  and  plundering  fullained  by  the 
loyalihs  was  not  the  work  of  the  rebels  alone. 
Great  part  of  the  damage  tvas  committed  by  the 
foldiery,  who  commonly  completed  the  ruin  of 
deferted  houfes,  in  which  they  had  their  quarters, 
and  often  plundered  without  diftindion  of  loyalift 
and  croppy.  The  Heflians  exceeded  the  other 
troops  in  the  bulinefs  of  depredation  ; and  many 
loyalifts  who  had  efcaped  from  the  rebels,  were 
put  to  death  by  thefe  foreigners.- — To  fend  fuch 
troops  into  the  country  in  fuch  a (late  of  affairs, 
was,  in  my  humble  opinion,  a wrong  Hep  in  go- 
vernment, who  cannot  be  fuppofed  indifferent  to 
the  lives  of  loyal  fubjeds.  By  what  influence  the 
plundering  was  permitted  fo  long  to  the  foldiery, 
in  fome  parts  of  the  country,  after  the  rebellion 
was  quelled,  I (hall  not  at  prefent  pretend  to  Hate. 
The  publication  of  fome  fads,  of  which  I have  ac- 
quired information,  may  not  perhaps  be  as  yet 
fafe. — On  the  arrival  of  the  marquis  of  Huntley, 
however,  with  his  regiment  of  Scottifh  Highlanders, 
in  Gorey,  the  feene  was  totally  altered.  To  the 
immortal  honour  of  this  regiment,  its  behaviour 
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was  fuch  as,  if  it  were  univerfal  among  foldiers, 
would  render  a military  government  amiable.  To 
the  aftonifhment  of  the  (until  then  miferably  har- 
rafled)  peafantry,  not  the  fmalleft  trifle,  even  a 
drink  of  butter-milk,  would  any  ofthefe  Highland- 
ers accept  without  the  payment  of  at  leaft  the  full 
value.  General  Skerret,  colonel  of  the  Durham 
fenfible  infantry,  who  fucceededthe  generous  mar- 
quis in  the  command  of  that  pofl,  obferved  fo 
ftri£t  a difcipline,  that  nothing  more  was  heard  of 
military  depredation. 

But,  though  by  the  condudl  naturally  expe&ed 
in  general  officers,  the  royal  troops  aflfumed  their 
proper  place,  in  becoming  the  prote&ors,  inflead 
of  pillagers,  of  the  people,  the  country  was  mifer- 
ably affli£led  all  the  enfuing  winter  by  gangs  of 
no£lurnal  marauders,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  after 
the  commotions  of  civil  warfare.  Thefe  appear 
to  have  confifted  folely  at  fir  A of  the  lower  claffes 
of  loyalifts,  fome  of  whom  might  think,  or  pretend 
to  think,  that  they  were  making  reprifals  fr 
thofe  who  had  plundered  them  or  their  friends  i 
the  rebellion.  But  afyftem  of  unlawful  violence 
if  not  fpeedily  coerced,  will  be  carried  to  exceffes 
which  admit  no  ex'cufe  or  palliation.  Should  e 
fuppofe  that  none  except  perfons  guilty  of  rebel- 
lion and  pillage  were  the  fubjeds  of  plunder  to 
thefe  marauders,  yet  the  loyalift  landlords  and 
creditors  of  thefe  ruined  people  muff  alfo  be  fuf- 
ferers.  But  by  whatever  pretences  they  might 
endeavour  to  impofe  even  on  their  own  con- 
fluences. lucre  was  their  ebje&  without  regard  to 
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the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  perfons  who  were  the 
fubje&s  of  their  depredation.  With  thefe  enone- 
oufly  termed  loyalift  robbers  in  a little  time  fome 
croppies  were  admitted  to  afTociate  ; and  the  lat- 
ter fometimes  formed  feparate  parties ; but  the 
Romanifts  alone  were  the  fubje£ls  of  pillage,  be- 
caufe  thefe,  being  difarmed  at  the  quelling  of  the 
infurre&ion,  were  incapable  of  defending  their 
houfes ; while  to  attack  proteflants,  who  were 
every  where  furnifhed  with  arms,  appeared  too 
dangerous  to  thefe  adventurers.  The  wretched 
fufferers  were  not  only  deflitute  of  the  means  of 
reliflance,  but  even  of  the  fad  confolation  of  com- 
plaint ; threatened  with  death  and  the  burning  of 
their  houfes,  if  they  fhould  dare  to  give  informa- 
tion of  the  robbery.  Many  houfes  in  fadl  were 
fired  in  the  courfe  of  this  melancholy  winter,  the 
inhabitants  hardly  efcaping  from  the  flames,  and 
the  cattle  fometimes confumed  alive  in  the  confla- 
gration. How  fome  furvived  the  hardfhips  of  this 
dreary  feafon,  who  were  deprived  of  their  provifi- 
ons,  beds,  bed-clothes,  and  nearly  of  their  wearing 
apparel,  in  the  midfl:  of  deep  fnow  andfevere  froft, 
feems  not  eafily  accountable.  The  magnitude  of 
the  evil,  which  tended  to  defolate  the  country, 
and  which  is  fufpe&ed  to  have  been  mo  ft  unwifely 
encouraged  by  the  connivance  of  fome  yeoman 
officers,  roufed  at  laff  the  attention  of  fome  public- 
fpirited  gentlemen,  by  whofe  exertions  thefe  vio- 
lences were  by  degrees  reffrained,  but  not  com- 
pletely fuppreflTed.  One  fpecies  of  mifehief  was, 
the  burning  of  Romiffi  chapels  in  the  night,  of 

which 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


20$ 

which  hardly  one  efcaped  in  the  extent  of  feveral 
miles  around  Gorey.  This,  though  it  evinced  a 
puerile  fpirit  of  religious  antipathy;  little  honoura- 
ble to  any  defcription  of  people,  was  of  a nature 
far  lefs  cruel.  I have  heard  Roman  catholic  gen- 
tlemen fay,  that  the  burning  of  one  poor  cabin 
muft  caufe  more  a£lual  mifery  than  that  of  hun- 
dreds of  chapels. 

To  form  a probable  eftimate  of  the  detriment 
fuflained  by  the  country,  in  confequence  of  the 
united  confpiracy,  would  be  doubtlefs  a matter  of 
confiderable  difficulty.  Some  idea  of  it  may  be 
conceived  from  the  claims  of  compenfation  for 
their  Ioffes  made  on  government  by  fuffering  loy- 
alifts,  according  to  an  a£t  of  parliament,  which 
marks  very  ftrongly  the  amiable  nature  of  the  po- 
litical conftitution  which  the  Britifh  iflands  enjoy. 
Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  infurre&ion, 
and  the  flight  of  many  loyalifts  to  the  metropolis, 
and  other  places,  for  fafety,  the  fum  of  a hundred 
thoufand  pounds  was  voted  by  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, for  the  immediate  relief  of  fuch  among 
them  as  fhould  appear  deflitute  of  the  means  of 
fubflftence ; and  for  the  diflribution  of  this  money, 
a mofl  refpe&abie  body  of  commiflioners  was  ap- 
pointed, who  gave  to  the  claimants,  according  as 
the  circumflances  of  their  feveral  cafes  appeared 
to  require,  fums  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds.  The 
claimants  were  fo  numerous,  that  the  fum  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds,  which  was  at  firfb  delivered, 
foon  fell  fhort  of  the  purpofc;  but  the  deficiency 
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was  from  the  fame  fountain  fupplied,  and  relief 
was  refufed  to  none  who  appeared  proper  objedls. 

Government  confined  not  its  views  to  the  im- 
mediate or  temporary  relief  of  the  fuffering  loyal- 
ifts.  In  a meffage  delivered  by  lord  Caftlereagh, 
tq  the  houfeof  commons, from  the  lord  lieutenant, 
on  the  17th  of  July,  the  compenfation  of  their 
Ioffes  was  recommended  by  his  majefiy.  The 
fufferers  were  directed  to  fend  authenticated  efti- 
mates  of  their  Ioffes  to  the  commiflioners,  and 
provifion  was  afterwards  made  by  a 61  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  compenfation  of  thefe  Ioffes,  altoge- 
ther, or  in  part,  according  to  circumftances.  The 
authentication  required  was  the  affidavit  of  the 
claimant,  together  with  affidavits  of  the  minifter 
of  the  pariffi  and  the  claimant’s  landlord,  or  the 
landlord’s  agent,  declaring  their  fincere  belief  of 
the  claimant’s  loyalty  and  of  the  truth  of  his  efti- 
inate.  As  thefe  authenticating  affidavits  of  the 
clergy  were  indifpenfably  required  to  be  all  in 
the  own  hand-writing,  while  thofe  of  the  land- 
lords or  agents  might  be  written  by  any  perfon, 
the  gratuitous  labour  configned  tofhe  pariffi  minif- 
ters  was  great,  in  fome  cafes  enormous.  Some- 
times a clergyman,  in  the  abfence  of  others,  was 
obliged  to  a&  for  more  pariffies  than  one,  while 
bufinefs  was  multiplied  by  various  caufes.  Fre- 
quently different  fons  and  daughters  of  the  fame- 
man,  though  unmarried,  and  confiituting  part  of 
his  houffiold,  made  i^parate  claims,  befide  that  of 
the  father.  Frequently  four  affidavits  were  de- 
manded for  one  claimant,  for  fubliltence,  his.houfe, 
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his  inflruments  of  agriculture,  and  his  general  Iofles# 
If  any  informality  was  found  in  the  eflimates, 
(which,  from  the  huriy  of  the  perfons  paid  to  draw 
them,  often  happened)  the  three  latter  affidavits 
muft  be  made  again  a fecond,  or  perhaps  a third 
time ; fo  that  ten  affidavits  were  fometimes  made 
by  a clergyman  for  one  perfon. 

The  number  of  claimants  whofe  affidavits  were 
fent  to  the  commiffioners  before  the  10th  of  April, 
1799,  from  the  counties  of  Kildare,  Wicklow, 
Wexford,  and  Kilkenny,  was  three  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-feven ; and  the  eflimates 
which  they  made  of  their  lofies  amounted  in  all 
to  the  fum  of  five  hundred  and  fixty-one  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds.  Of  thefe  claim- 
ants the  county  of  Wexford  furnifhed  two  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  thirty-feven  ; the  eflimates 
of  whofe  Ioffes  amounted  to  almofl  three  hundred 
and  feven  thoufand  poundso  The  claims  of  fome, 
I believe,  greatly  exceeded  their  Ioffes;  and  fome, 
who  acquired  by  plunder  perhaps  more  than  they 
had  loft,  made  large  demands  of  compenfation. 
To  the  latter  circumftance  the  commiffioners  feem 
not  to  have  fufficiently  attended  at  firff,  though 
they  afterwards  confidered  it.*  On  the  other  hand, 
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^ In  my  opinion  alfo  a great  diftin&ion  ought  to  have  been 
made  between  thofe  who  had  fought  and  bled  in  the  defence  of 
government,  and  thofe  who  (declining  to  give  any  other  kind  of 
afliftance  than  to  denominate  al!  perfons  jacobins,  except  the  un- 
qualified flatterers  of  adminiflration ) fled  to  England  before  the 
rebellion,  and  left  thofe  jacobins  the  talk  of  fighting  for  their 
properties,  and  the  fupport  of  government. 
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a few  were  fomodeft  as  not  to  claim  half  the  com- 
penfation  which  they  might  have  claimed  with 
truth  ; and  in  general  the  eftimates  were  fo  mode- 
rate, that  the  fum  total  of  them,  in  my  opinion, 
bore  to  that  of  the  Ioffes  no  greater  proportion 
than  that  of  two  to  three*  Many  claims  were  fent 
from  other  counties  ; and,  fince  the  10th  of  April, 
1799,  a number  alfo  from  the  four  counties  above 
mentioned,  the  amount  of  which  is  to  be  noticed 
hereafter;  but  who  will  pretend  to  compute  the 
damages  of  the  croppies,  whofe  houfes  were  burn- 
ed, or  effeds  pillaged  or  deftroyed,  and  who,  bar- 
red from  compenfation,  fent  no  eftimates  to  the 
commiftioners  ? Perhaps  if  the  whole  amount  of 
the  detriment  fuftained  by  this  unfortunate  ifland, 
in  confequence  of  the  united  confpiracy,  were 
conjedured  at  two  millions,  a fum  of  fuch  magni- 
tude might-not  exceed,  or  even  equal  the  reality. 

But  the  deftrudion  of  property  was  not  the  only 
fpecies  of  damage  refulting  to  the  community  from 
this  ill-fated  combination.  To  this  may  be  add= 
ed  the  lofs  of  lives,  the  negled  of  induftry  by  an 
idle  turn  acquired  by  the  minds  of  men  from  war- 
fare or  the  preparations  for  it,  the  obftrudion  of 
commerce,  the  interruption  of  credit  in  pecuniary 
tranfadions,  and  the  depravation  of  morals  in  thofe 
places  which  were  the  feats  of  civil  violence.— 
Perhaps  to  take  a fhort  retrofpedive  glance  of  the 
political  tranfadions  of  Ireland  in  the  period  con- 
cerning which  I have  written,  with  a few  obferva- 
tions  and  reflexions,  may  not  be  improper  in  this 
place. 
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From  the  foregoing  part  of  this  work  it  may  be 
underftood,  that  of  thofe  who  formed  plans  in  op- 
pofition  to  miniftry,  for  what  they  either  a&ually 
believed,  or  pretended  to  believe,  a melioration  of 
the  body  politic  of  Ireland,  fome  were  merely  re- 
formifts,  others  revolutionifts.  To  reform  the 
mode  of  ele&ion,  and  consequently  the  conftitu- 
tion,  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  the  aim  of  the 
former; — to  annihilate  the  exifting  government, 
and  ere&  an  entirely  new  one  in  its  place,  uncon- 
nected with  the  (late  of  Britain,  that  of  the  latter ; 
who  generally  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  de- 
signs from  others.  In  my  opinion  the  fort  of  re- 
form which  they  fnould  have  recommended  would 
be,  to  allow  none  to  vote  in  elections  except  men 
pofleffed  of  about  a hundred  pounds  a-year  at 
leaft,  of  clear  income  from  land,  or  lome  equiva- 
lent ; for  the  votes  of  the  multitudes  of  poor  free- 
holders are  virtually  the  votes  of  only  a few  indi- 
viduals— twro  or  three  perfons  of  great  eftates 
commonly  difpofing  of  the  places  in  parliament 
for  a county ; while  the  fuffrages  of  gentlemen  of 
fmall  property  are  loft  in  the  ocean  of  nominal 
voters,  whole  attendance  on  elections  is  commonly 
a difagreeable  piece  of  fervice,  from  which  they 
would  be  very  glad  to  be  excufed  The  mode 
propofed  by  the  fociety  of  United  Irifh,  mentioned 
in  the  beginning  of  this  book,  to  admit  all  adult 
males,  withour  regard  to  property,  to  vote  in  the 
elections  for  members,  of  parliament,  was  evidently 
a revolutionary  plan,  which,  if  adopted,  would  in 
all  probability  have  involved,  as  an  immediate 
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confequence,  commotions  more  bloody  than  thofe 
of  France  ; or  if  it  could  have  been  eftabiifhed, 
mull:  have  thrown  the  government  of  the  nation 
virtually  into  the  hands  of  a few  ambitious  men, 
feme  perhaps  of  its  worft  members. 

Catholic  emancipation  was  an  immediate  objedt 
with  both  reformers  and  revolutionifts,  as  a necef- 
fary  Hep  ; fmee  without  the  united  fupport  of  the 
people  colle£lively,they  could  have  no  reafonable 
hopes  of  fuccefs  in  their  fchemes  in  oppofition  to 
the  miniftry.  As  to  unite  with  the  Romanifts, 
and  thereby  to  bring  a vaft  aeceftion  to  the  weight 
of  the  people  in  the  political  fcale,  was  a primary 
part  in  the  plan  of  oppoiitionifls,  who  hoped  to 
have  the  management  of  the  popular  influence  ; 
fo,  on  the  other  hand,  to  create  difunion  in  the 
national  fyflem,  and  thereby  to  break  its  force,  is 
believed  to  have  been  an  objeft  with  miniftry;  and 
fome  fteps  of  that  tendency  appear  to  have  been 
taken.  Thefe  I believe  to  have  been  fuperfluous. 
The  difcordance  of  the  parties  was  too  groat  ever 
to  admit  any  folid  or  permanent  coalition.  What- 
ever fpecious  jun&ion  might  be  formed  of  the  re- 
ligious fe£ls,  deep  diftruft  would  lie  beneath,  and 
explode  on  the  firft  grand  commotion.  Nor  was 
the  conduft  of  the  Romanifts,  by  their  feparate  and 
fecret  confultations,  the  publications  of  fome  of 
their  clergy,  and  the  fpirit  of  religious  hoftility 
betrayed  by  many  of  the  lower  dalles,  adapted  to 
gain  the  confidence  of  the  proteftants,  or  induce 
them  to  exped  a cordial  or  fincere  coalition.  Of 
this  inveterate  difcordance  the  chiefs  of  the  eon- 
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fpiracy  feemed  to  be  fenfible,  when,  after  the  fat- 
lure  of  the  plan  of  infurredion  in  Ulfterin  the  year 
I797>  they  appear  to  have  placed  their  depend- 
ance  on  the  Romanics  almod  alone  as  the  indru- 
ments  of  revolution,  fince  among  the  means 
adopted  to  feduce  them  into  the  confpiracy,  fome, 
though  probably  the  moil  cogent,  were  certainly 
the  mod;  adverfe  to  the  union  of  feds,  and  tended 
to  exclude  the  protedants  from  the  affociation—  1 
mean  the  inflaming  of  religious  hatred,  and  the 
terrors  indudrioufly  propagated  of  the  intended 
maffacres  of  Romanids  by  Orangemen.  If  the 
protefiant  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy  hoped  that, 
after  the  excitement  of  the  Romanics  to  infurrec- 
tion  by  fuch  means,  they  fhould  be  able  to  con- 
troul  and  dired  their  operations,  they  were,  I be- 
lieve, mod;  egregioully  midaken,  and  would  have 
found  themfelves  inextricably  entrapped  in  then- 
own  fnares. 

Previoufly  to  this,  divifion  had  taken  place 
among  the  reformids.  Some,  irritated  at  what  they 
regarded  as  the  obdinacy  of  adminidration,  who 
rejeded  all  projeds  of  reform,  coalefced  with  the 
United  Irifh ; while  others,  judly  alarmed  at  the 
menacing  profped  of  affairs,  relinquifhed  for  the 
prefent  all  fchemes  of  reform,  and  joined  their  ef- 
forts with  thofe  of  government  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  date.  The  feceffion  of  thefe  members 
caufed  the  diiTolution  of  the  Whig  Club,  which 
had  fubfided  till  near  the  clofe  of  the  year  1796. 
In  a letter,  dated  the  29th  of  Nov.  that  year,dired- 
ed  to  the  right  hon.  Henry  Grattan,  as  tempo- 
rary 
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rary  chairman  of  the  club,  and  afterwards  publifti- 
ed  in  the  newfpapers,  Richard  Griffith,  Efq.  of 
Mellicent,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  who  had  been 
one  of  its  moft  refpedlable  members- — a man  of 
great  fortune,  and  of  a highly  eftimable  chara&er, 
for  integrity  and  abilities  both  in  writing  and 
fpeaking— - requeued  his  name  to  be  expunged 
from  the  lift,  fince,  when  the  conftitution  was  at- 
tacked by  revolutionifts  at  home,  and  enemies 
abroad,  he  thought  the  nation  in  too  feverifh  a 
ftate  for  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  of  reform. 

A fenfe  of  the  public  danger,  which  caufed  the 
defertion  of  the  popular  party  by  this  gentleman 
and  fome  others,  caufed  alfo  the  adoption  of  a 
coercive  fyftem  by  the  miniftry.  That  fome 
fcheme  of  coercion  was  indifpenfably  neceflary, 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  exifting  government, 
cannot,  I think,  be  doubted  by  any  perfon.  But 
whether  the  plan  of  coercion  digefted  by  the  minif- 
try was  in  all  refpe6ls  judicious ; a d whether,  if 
it  were  judicioufly  framed,  it  was  executed  accord- 
ing to  the  ideas  of  the  framers  ; are  queftions 
whofe  difcuffion  I defer  to  another  time.  To 
charge  to  the  account  of  adminiftration  the  out- 
rages committed  on  loyal  or  peaceable  fubjedls  by 
men  who,  under  the  malk  of  zeal  for  the  royal  fer- 
vice,  took  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  tempo- 
rary fufpenfion  of  legal  government,  to  indulge 
with  impunity  the  malignant  dilpofnion  of  their 
hearts,  would  be  highly  unjuft.  For  when,  by 
the  formidable  machinations  of  the  confpirators, 
government  was  once  driven  to  the  lamentable 
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neceffity  offuch  a plan  of  countera&ion  as  involv- 
ed in  it  an  interruption  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
juftice,  and  the  arming  of  thofe  who  pretended  to 
be  friends  of  government  with  a kind  of  difcretion- 
ary  power,  (what  fort  of  friends  fome  were,  I have 
already  hinted)  to  regulate  the  conduft  of  thefe, 
or  to  determine  how  far  the  outrages  committed 
by  fome  of  them  were  the  effects  of  private  malice, 
general  malevolence,  or  unaffe&ed  zeal  in  a weak 
and  ignorant  mind,  was  utterly  impoflible  for  mi- 
nifters,  remote  as  they  were  from  the  fcenes  of 
a&ion. 

Why  a military  chief  governor  of  well  known 
abilities  and  judgment,  when  a military  govern- 
ment was  an  inevitable  expedient,  was  not  ap- 
pointed by  the  Britifh  miniftry,  I cannot  pretend 
to  know.  Such  a man  would  have  arranged  the 
army  to  the  beft  advantage  for  the  prote&ion  of 
the  innocent,  the  coercion  of  the  guilty,  and  con- 
fequently  the  prevention  of  armed  rebellion,  with 
its  horrible  concatenation  of  evils.  Of  the  erro- 
neous equipment  of  the  yeoman  force  I have  al- 
ready fpoken  ; alfo  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  body  of 
foldiery  fent  for  the  prote&ion  of  the  county  of 
Wexford.  Concerning  the  experience  and  difci- 
pline  of  the  commander  of  this  body,  I choofe  to 
be  filent.  If  by  the  affurances  of  the  earl  of 
Mountnorris,  contrary  to  the  report  of  its  magif- 
trates,  government  had  fuch  reliance  on  the  loy- 
alty of  this  county,  as  to  think  any  confiderabie 
force  unnecelTary  for  the  confervation  of  its  peace, 
why  was  the  fyftem  of  terror  extended  to  it,  when 
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that,  in  fuch  a cafe,  would  be  alfo  unnecefTary  ? 
Coercion  properly  attempered  and  fupported  may 
prevent  rebellion,  where  every  arrangement  is 
made  for  its  eruption ; otherwife  it  may  caufe  re- 
bellion where  none  is  intended.  Some  counties 
more  organifed  than  that  of  Wexford  remained  in 
quiet,  while  civil  commotion  was  raging  elfewhere 
with  its  woeful  concomitants. 

That,  when  once  infurredlion  took  place,  it  was 
attended  with  devaluation  and  maffacre,  was  natu- 
rally to  be  expedled  from  the  previous  exafperation 
of  men’s  minds,  and  the  deep-fmothered  fenfe  of 
feverities,  infli&ed  on  fome  by  authority,  and  in 
that  cafe  often  juftly;  but  on  many  others  wantonly, 
by  individuals  vefled  with  no  other  authority  than 
what  the  affectation  of  a violent  zeal  confers  on 
the  moif  worthlefs  in  fuch  a Hate  of  affairs.  If  I 
were  afked,  whether  I thought  that  the  rebellion 
would  have  been  lefs  bloody,  if  no  unnecefTary  or 
wanton  cruelties  had  been  previoufly  pradlifed,  I 
fhould  anfwer,  that  if  it  had  taken  place  under 
fuch  circumflances,  I fhould  fuppofe  it  would 
have  been  attended  with  much  lefs  cruelty  in  its 
commencement ; but  that  in  cafe  of  continued 
iuccefs  on  the  fide  of  the  infurgents,  and  confidence 
of  being  finally  vidforious,  it  would  in  its  progrefs 
have  become  completely  fanguinary  and  cruel, 
from  caufes  operating  in  all  fuccefsful  infurredlions 
of  the  populace,  combined  with  nefarious  preju- 
dices of  religion,  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  ge- 
nuine fpirit  of  Chriftianity.  Defigning  villains, 
by  the  affedlation  of  a flaming  zeal  for  their  caufe 
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and  religion,  would  raife  themfelves  info  the  no- 
tice and  eftimation  of  the  ignorant  multitude  ; and 
having  no  other  means  of  felf-promotion,  would 
indulge  at  once  their  ambition  and  malignity,  by 
inftigating  the  rabble  to  a<fts  of  atrocity  againft  all 
whom  they  fhculd  think  fit  to  denounce  as  con- 
cealed enemies,  or  obftacles,  to  the  grand  fcheme 
of  revolution.  Thus  would  the  proteftant  leaders, 
and  proteftants  in  general,  have  been  firft  put  to 
death;  next  after  thefe,  any  Roman  catholic  chiefs 
of  moderation  and  fpirit  who  might  vainly  endea- 
%’our  to  promote  a liberal  plan  of  revolution ; and 
afterwards  all  others  who  fhould  prove  obnoxious 
to  the  reigning  demagogues.  In  the  local  and 
fiiort-lived  infurre&ion  in  the  county  of  Wexford, 
this  tendency  of  affairs  was  fo  evident  to  Bagenal 
Harvey,  and  other  proteftant  leaders,  that  they 
confidered  their  doom  as  inevitable,  and  even 
fome  Romifh  commanders  expreffed  apprehenfi- 
ons.  Thus  Efmond  Kyan,  one  of  the  moft  brave 
and  generous  among  them,  declared  to  Richard 
Dowfe,  a proteftant  gentleman  of  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  whom  he  had  refcued  from  afTaffins, 
that  his  own  life  was  irredeemably  forfeited  ; for 
if  the  rebellion  fhould  fucceed,  his  own  party 
would  murder  him  ; and  if  it  fhould  not  fucced, 
his  fate  muft  be  death  by  martial  law;  which  hap- 
pened according  to  his  prediction.  Even  Philip 
Roach,  whofe  character,  as  a prieft,  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  infure  his  fafety  with  his  own  followers, 
made  a fiinilar  declaration  to  Walter  Greene,  a 
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proteftant  gentleman  of  the  county  of  Wexford, 
whole  life  he  had  protedled. 

To  luppofe  that  the  infurgents  were  all  alike 
fanguinary  or  prone  to  cruel  deeds,  would  be  as 
little  conformable  to  truth  as  to  probability. 
Many  of  even  the  lowed  were  men  of  humanity  ; 
but  amid  fo  wild  an  agitation,  fo  furious  a com- 
motion, the  model!  and  feeble  voice  of  compani- 
on was  drowned  by  the  loud  and  arrogant  clamour 
of  deflrudlion  to  enemies  ! revenge  on  the  bloody 
orange  dogs  l Among  the  loyalifls,  whoever  attempt- 
ed to  moderate  the  fury  of  his  affociates,  or  pre- 
vent the  commiffion  of  wanton  cruelties  on  de- 
fenfelefs  prifoners,  or  other  helplefs  objedls,  was 
generally  browbeaten  and  filenced  by  the  cry  of 
croppy — a term  very  liberally  bellowed  by  zealots, 
on  men  who  manifelled  a wifh  that  loyalifls  fhould 
a£l  in  a manner  moll  honorable  to  themfelves,  and 
moll  promiflng  of  ultimate  fuccefs  to  their  caufe. 
Even  lome  officers  of  the  army,  who  reprobated 
in  their  hearts  unneceffary  infults  on  defenfelefs 
objedls,  were  fhy  to  reflrain  the  ferjeants,  and 
others  under  their  command,  from  the  commiffion 
of  fuch,  left  they  fhould  be  charged  with  croppy- 
ifm.  When  this  was  the  cafe  under  a regular  go- 
vernment and  ellablifhed  military  difcipline,  what 
was  to  be  expe&ed  from  tumultuary  bands  of  ig- 
norant peafantry,  fuddenly  darting  into  adlion 
without  order  or  fubordination  ? Among  thefe  the 
charge  of  orange  if m was  much  more  formidable 
than  that  of  croppyifm  among  the  Invalids,  fmce 
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in  the  former  cafe  it  might  be  much  more  eaiily 
followed  by  tumultuary  affaffmation,  where  no 
controlling  power  exifted  to  reprefs  ads  of  vio- 
lence, particularly  fuch  as  would  feem  to  refult 
from  zeal  for  the  caufe.* 

I fincerely  believe  the  Irifii  to  be  naturally  as 
compaffionate  as  any  other  people ; but  igno- 
rance and  bigotry  debafe  as  yet  the  minds  of  the 
great  majority  in  the  fouth  and  weft.  Many  in- 
fiances  might  be  given  of  men,  who  at  the  hazard 
of  their  own  lives  concealed  and  maintained  loyal- 
ifts  until  the  ftorm  palled  away.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  might  be  given  of  cruelties  commit- 
ted by  perfons  not  natives  of  Ireland.  I ftiali 
mention  only  one  ad,  not  of  what  I fhall  call  cru- 
elty, fince  no  pain  was  inflided,  but  ferocity  not 
calculated  to  foften  the  rancour  of  the  infurgents  : 
Some  foldiers  of  the  Ancient  Britifti  regiment  cut 
open  the  dead  body  of  Father  Michael  Murphy > 
after  the  battle  of  Arklow,  took  out  his  heart, 
roafted  the  body,  and  oiled  their  boots  with  the 
greafe  which  dripped  from  it ! f From  the  fads 

related 

* The  author  of  a Narrative  of  tranfa&ions  at  Killala,  while 
the  French  were  in  that  part  of  the  country,  writes  very  juftly, 
that  “ in  popular  commotions  it  has  generally  been  obferved, 
*<  that  natural  talents  go  but  a little  way  to  procure  influence  : 
« the  leader  of  a mob  is  almoft  invariably  the  man  that  outgoes 
« all  the  reft  in  wickednefs  and  audacity.”  Page  77. 

f Mr.  George  Taylor,  in  his  Hiftorical  Account  of  the 
Wexfordian  Rebellion  (page  136)  fays,  “lord  Mountnorris,  and 
<ii  fome  of  his  troop,  in  viewing  the  fcene  of  action,  found  the 
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related  in  foregoing  parts  of  this  volume,  I can 
hardly  be  charged  with  the  futile  delign  of  an  ex* 
culpation  of  the  rebels  with  refpe<5l  to  cruelty ; 
nor  am  I afraid  of  an  accufation  of  partiality  to 
my  countrymen.  Though  by  birth  an  Irishman, 
I am  wholly  Britiffi  by  defcent ; and  my  opinion 
is,  that  a hiflorian  ought  not  to  fuffer  himfelf  to 
be  biaffed  in  his  writings,  however  he  may  in  his 
feelings,  by  any  kind  of  partiality.  My  natural 
bias  would  be  to  the  fide  of  proteflantifm  and  loy- 
alty ; but  I fhould  be  unworthy  of  the  office  of  a 
hiftorical  writer,  if  I fhould  thus  be  drawn  from 
the  line  of  truth. 

In  one  point  I think  we  muff  allow  fome  praife 
to  the  rebels.  Amid  all  their  atrocities  the  chaf- 
tity  of  the  fair  fex  was  refpedled.  1 have  not  been 
able  to  afcertain  one  inftance  to  the  contrary  in 
the  county  of  Wexford,  though  many  beautiful 
young  women  were  abfolutely  in  their  power. 
One  confideration  may  diminiffi  the  wonder,  but 
not  annihilate  the  merit  of  this  conduct  in  the  re- 
bels : they  were  every  where  accompanied  by 
great  numbers  of  women  of  their  own  party,  who, 
in  the  general  diffolution  of  regular  government, 

and 

body  of  the  perfidious  pried  Murphy,  who  fo  much  deceived 
6(  him  and  the  country.  Being  exafperated,  his  lordfhip  order- 

ed  the  head  to  be  (truck  off,  and  his  body  to  be  thrown  into 
u a houfe  that  was  burning,  exclaiming.  ‘ let  his  body  go  where 
6i  bis  foul  is  J’  ” I hope  that  the  writer  was  mifinformed,  and 
that  the  noble  earl,  remarkable  for  his  liberality  to  Romanifts, 
was  not  the  author  of  this  a 
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and  the  joy  of  imagined  vidory,  were  perhaps  lefs 
fcrupulous  than  at  other  times  of  their  favours. 
The  want  of  fuch  an  accompaniment  to  the  royal 
troops  may  in  fome  degree  account  for  an  oppofite 
behaviour  in  them  to  the  female  peafantry,  on 
their  entering  into  poffeffion  of  the  country  at  the 
retreat  of  the  rebels,  many  of  whofe  female  rela- 
tives, promifcuoufly  with  others,  fuffered  in  re- 
fped  of  chaftity,  fome  alfo  with  refped  to  health, 
by  their  confirained  acquaintance  with  the  fob 
diery. 

Whoever  denies  that  the  rebellion,  from  itsfirfl 
eruption,  was  made  a religious  war  by  the  lower 
dalles  in  the  fouth  of  Ireland,  may  as  well  deny 
the  exigence  of  any  rebellion  at  all— -the  evidence 
of  facts  being  as  clear  in  the  one  as  in  the  other 
cafe.  But  lince  many  perfons,  even  citizens  of 
Dublin,  who  were  fo  near  the  fcene  of  adion, 
could  not  believe  that  a rebellion  originating  from 
a confpiracy  of  different  feds,  under  a moil  folemn 
renunciation  of  all  religious  difcord,  could,  in 
times  when  fentiments  of  a liberal  nature  prevail 
in  general  throughout  Europe,  become  at  its  rife 
a war  of  religion,  I have  added  a fhort  appendix 
in  proof  of  this  point,  and  as  an  illuilration  of  the 
atrocious  pradices  of  that  calamitous  period.  ^ — 

Of 

* Since  I wrote  the  above,  the  publication  of  Sir  Richard 
Mufgrave’s  account  of  the  rebellion,  renders  this  appendix* 
unnecefTary.  1 fhall  therefore,  except  a few  fads  to  gratify 
the  immediate  curiofity  of  my  readers,  refer  them  to  his  vaft  col- 
ledtion — the  author  of  which  has  fhewn  great  zeal  and  iaduftry. 
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Of  ten  proteftant  clergymen  who  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  infurgents  in  the  county  of  Wexford-, 
five  were  put  to  death  without  mercy  or  hefitatioix 
. — Robert  Burrowes,  Francis  Turner,  Samuel  Hey- 
don,*  John  Pentland,  and  Thomas  Trocke — all 
men  of  regular  conduct,  and  quite  inoffenfive, 
Jofhya  Nunn,  redor  of  Ennifcorthy,  was  prefervedi 
under  the  protedion  of  Father  Sutton  of  Ennifcor- 
thy. Roger  Owen,  redor  pf  Camolin,  efcaped  by 
feigning  to  be  deranged  in  his  underflanding. 
This  clergyman  has  given,  fince  the  rebellion,  full 
proof  of  a genuine  fpirit  of  Chriftian  charity,  of 
which  I had  before  believed  him  poffefTed.  Tho* 
treated  with  fuch  cruelty  by  the  rebels,  that  he 
could  hardly  be  expeded  to  furvive  his  hardfhips, 
he  has  endeavoured  fince,  as  far  as  in  his  power, 
to  mitigate  the  rage  of  the  lower  claffes  of  proteft* 
ants,  who  have  been  too  apt  to  regard  all  Roman- 
ills  in  the  fame  light.  John  Elgee,  redor  of  Wex- 
ford, w7as  with  difficulty  faved  from  death  by  the 
gratitude  of  fome  of  the  lowefi:  peafants,  for  his 
humanity  to  prifoners  in  the  gaol  of  that  town. 
Henry  Wilfon,  incumbent  of  Mulranken,  was  with 
peculiarly  good  fortune  preferved  by  the  timely 
interpofition  of  Bagenal  Harvey.  I have  already 
mentioned  the  fate  of  Mr.  Francis,  of  Killegny. — * 
The  reft  of  the  Wexfordian  clergy  efcaped  to  dif- 
ferent 

* The  body  of  Mr.  Heydon,  who  had  been  greatly  beloved 
for  his  humane  and  amiable  condud,  was  left  in  the  ftrect  of 
Ennifcorthy  till  it  was  in  great  part  devoured  by  fwine. 
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ferent  places.,  particularly  nine  of  them,  with  many 
other  fugitives,  to  Wales,  where,  at  Haverford- 
weft,  they  were  generoufly  relieved  by  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  by  money  remitted  to  them  by  the  hu- 
mane attention  of  Dr.  Cleaver,  biftiop  of  Ferns. 

That  proteftants  alfo  aded  with  religious  bigo^ 
try,  may  be  urged  in  oppofition.  to  what  is  afferted 
concerning  that  of  the  Romanics.  Many  of  the 
lower  dalles  of  proteftants,  previoufly  to  the  re- 
bellion, polfelled  of  an  opinion  that  they  were  def- 
tined  to  deftrudion  by  the  Romanifts,  whenever 
the  latter  Ihould  rife  in  force,  aded  on  that  pre- 
fumption,  grievouily  infulted  many  Romanifts 
who  had  not  ftiewn  any  fign  of  hoftility,  accufcd 
the  whole  fed  indifcriminately  of  a murderous 
confpiracy,  and  thus  made  it  on  their  part  a reli- 
gious quarrel.  Very  forry  am  I to  have  to  fay  that 
in  the  rebellion,  and  after  its  fuppreftion,  many 
ads  of  cruelty  were  committed  by  proteftants  on 
their  Romanift  countrymen,  with  little  attention 
to  perfonal  guilt  or  innocence.  After  all,  how- 
ever, their  animolity  was  rather  of  a political  than 
religious  nature,  direded  againft  a defcription  of 
men  whom  they  regarded  as  their  irreclaimable 
enemies,  watching  for  means  to  extirpate  them 
from  fociety.  No  fuch  opinion  is  entertained  even 
by  the  loweft  proteftants  that  all  beyond  the  pale 
of  their  own  church  are  fo  accurfed,  fuch  objeds 
of  divine  wrath,  that  to  kill  them  is  meritorious. 
They  forced  not  Romanifts,  whofe  lives  were  in 
their  power,  to  conform  to  the  eftablifhed  church; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  baptifm  by  a Roman 
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catholic  pried,  and  conformity  to  the  Romiih  wor- 
ship, were  in  general  indifpenfably  neceflary  deps 
for  the  prelervation  of  the  lives  of  protedants  in 
the  hands  of  the  Wexfordian  infurgents. 

Women  and  children  were  not  put  to  death  by 
the  infurgents,  except  in  the  tumultuary  and  hady 
maflacre  at  Scullabogue  ; but  how  far  they  would 
have  been  fpared,  in  cafe  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  not- 
withdanding  their  baptifm,  is  a matter  of  feme 
doubt.  That  in  this  cafe  the  protedant  men,  bap- 
tized by  th " prieds,  would  have  differed  as  indu- 
cer e converts.,  is  too  probable.  This  horrible 
fpirit  of  bigotry  I conceive  to  have  been  pod 
felled  only  by  the  vulgar,  and  a very  few  per- 
fons  in  the  rank  of  gentry.  Much  has  been  faid 
againd  the  Roman  id  clergy  ; I believe  the  fame 
fort  of  difference  to  fublid  among  prieds  as  among, 
other  men,  with  refpeft  to  clearnefs  of  judgment, 
natural  humanity,  and  religious  benevolence  or 
Chridian  liberality.  If  fome  were  a&uated  by 
vulgar  bigotry,  and  the  abfurd  notion  (admiffible 
only  by  an  irrational  mind)  of  the  excludve  ap- 
propriation of  the  divine  favour  to  their  own  mode 
-of  worfhip,  others  appear  to  have  been  poflefied  o£ 
fuperior  ideas.  Some  of  the  latter,  as  well  as  the 
former,  were  employed  in  the  baptifing  of  pro- 
tedants  ; but  their  motive  was  compalfion,  to  fave 
the  lives  of  the  objefts  from  the  rage  of  a fanatiq 
mob,  not  their  fouls  from  eternal  vengeance.  In- 
dances might  be  adduced,  if  neceflary.  I Ihali; 
mention  only  that  of  Father  Corilh,  of  Mulranken* 

whoA 
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who,  being  requeued  by  a proteftant  lady  to  bap* 
tife  herfelf  and  her  family,  replied,  that  except 
for  protection  from  the  fanaticiim  of  the  ignorant 
multitude,  the  ceremony  was  ufelefs;  that  he 
would  be  on  the  watch  for  her  fafety,  and  give  her 
timely  notice  if  he  fhould  find  the  performance  of 
that  rite  neceffary. 

That  among  the  infurgents,  the  men  who  were 
the  mofl  fcrupuloufly  obfervant  of  the  ceremonial 
of  religion,  were  the  nioft  addicted  to  cruelty  and 
murder,  has  been  obferved  by  thofe  who  had  the 
belt  opportunity  of  obferving.  For  this  alliance 
of  cruelty  with  fuperftition,  fince  both  are  conge* 
nial  with  littlenefs  of  foul,  we  may  perhaps  be 
more  able  to  account,  than  for  the  grounds  of  an- 
other obfervation,  of  the  juftnefs  of  which  I have 
no  fort  of  doubt : — thofe  who  had  been  heroes  of 
the  cudgel,  or  Shilela , the  bullies  of  the  country 
at  fairs,  and  other  public  afTemblies  of  the  peafan- 
try,  and  who  confequently  were  expeCled  to  be 
the  mofl  forward  and  a&ive  in  the  rebellion,  were, 
on  the  contrary,  when  the  infurreClion  took  place, 
in  general  the  mofl  placid  and  referved,  the  mofl 
fhy  of  the  fire-arms,  and  the  mofl  backward  in 
battle.*  The  men  who  had  been  quiet  and  induf- 
trious  in  times  of  peace,  were  found  the  mofl  refo- 
lute  for  combat,  and  mofl  fleady  under  arms,  in 
times  of  warfare.  A leffoii  to  legiflators  ! Thofe 

habits 

* One  of  thofe  heroes  replied,  when  afked  the  zeafon  of  his 
backward  nefs,  u damn  the  bit  I would  fear  the  fogers  but  for  them 
iS  goons  they  haved\ 
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habits  of  order  and  induftrv,  on  which  the  civil 
profperity  of  a ftate  fo  much  depends,  are  the  befi: 
preparatives  to  form  an  efficient  foldiery.  The 
hands  beft  employed  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
nation  by  the  produfts  of  the  foil,  may,  with  pro- 
per direction,  be  moft  efficacious  for  its  defence. 

Chiefly  by  thofe  who  were  boldefl  in  fight  was 
difplayed  fpmekind  of  ingenuity  in  their  tumultu- 
ary warfare,  in  which  they  may  be  faid  to  have 
had  no  regularity,  fubordination,  or  leaders,  They 
converted  books  into  faddles,  when  the  latter 
could  not  be  procured— -placing  the  book,  ppened 
in  the  middle,  on  the  horfe’s  back,  with  ropes 
over  it  for  fiirrups.  Large  volumes,  found  in  the 
libraries  of  the  bifhop  of  Ferns,  Mr.  Stephen  Ram, 
and  colonel  Le  Hunte,  were  confidered  by  thefe 
revolutionifts  as  fit  for  their  purpofe.  Being  very 
fcantily  ftored  with  ammunition,  they  frequently 
ufed  fmall  round  Hones,  and  hardened  balls  of 
clay,  inftead  of  leaden  bullets;  and,  by  the  mix- 
ing and  pounding  of  the  materials  in  fmall  mor- 
tars, they  fabricated  a fpecies  of  gunpowder,  which 
was  faid  to  explode  with  fufficient  force  while 
freffi,  but  not  to  remain  many  days  fit  for  fervice0 
They  found  means  to.  manage  immediately,  doubt- 
lefs  in  an  awkward  manner,  the  cannon  taken 
from  the  army,  fometimes  applying  wifps  of  ftraw 
in  place  of  matches.  In  their  engagements  with 
the  military,  they  moftly  availed  therafelves  of 
hedges,  and  other  fuch  kind  of  fiielter,  to  fereen 
them  from  the  fhot  of  their  opponents;  and  they 
generally  arranged  themfelves  in  fuch  order  as  to 

fuffer 
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fuffer  little  from  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  which 
they  fometimes  alfo  feized  by  a furious  and  rapid 
onfet.  The  Wexfordian  infurgents  never  made 
an  attack  on  any  poll  in  the  night.  As  they  were 
not,  like  regular  troops,  under  any  real  command 
of  officers,  but  a£led  fpontaneoufly,  each  according 
to  the  impulfe  of  his  own  mind,  they  were  watch- 
ful in  battle  one  of  another,  each  fearing  to  be  left 
behind  in  cafe  of  a retreat,  which  was  generally 
very  fwift  and  fudden.  But  in  the  night,  when  a 
man  could  not  fee  the  pofition  of  his  aflfociates, 
who  might  make  their  flight,  or  what  they  called 
the  run , before  he  could  perceive  it,  and  thus  leave 
him  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  never  gave  quarter, 
they  would  not  trufi  one  another  in  an  attack  ; a 
circumftanee  very  favourable  to  the  loyal  party, 
lince  to  withftand  a well- conduced  noblurnal  af* 
fault  with  pikes  would  be  much  more  difficult  thaix 
one  in  day. 

Whatever  courage  or  ingenuity  may  have  been 
pofieffed  by  numbers  of  individuals  in  thefe  difor- 
derly  and  unofficered  bands,  the  rapid  fuccels  of 
the  Wexfordian  infurgents,  in  the  commencement 
of  their  ill-defigned  and  ill-condu6led  warfare, 
and  the  delay  of  their  fuppreffion  afterwards,  are  in 
great  meafure  attributable  to  miflakes  committed 
on  the  fide  of  the  royal  forces.  I referve  fome 
particulars  relative  to  fome  officers  for  another 
opportunity.  The  condu&  and  fate  of  Walpole 
are  well  known  to  the  public.  This  gentleman, 
an  extraordinary  favourite  of  lord  Camden,  is  faid 
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to  have  been  fent  to  the  county  of  Wexford,  with 
the  defign  that  he  diould  reap  the  glory  of  con- 
qued  by  the  complete  fuppreflion  of  the  rebels.— 
A panic  (which  certainly  furprifed  me,  doubtlefs 
from  my  ignorance  of  military  affairs)  appeared  to 
have  feized  our  officers  in  general  after  the  daugh- 
ter of  Oulart,  and  the  taking  of  Ennifcorthy.  This 
panic  had  fuch  effe£l  after  the  defeat  of  Walpole, 
that  if  major  Hardy  had  not  forced  the  garrifon  of 
Arklow  to  return  to  its  pod,  all  in  that  line  to  the 
fouth  of  Dublin  would,  I believe,  have  been  aban- 
doned to  the  rebels ; and  how  Dublin  itfelf  in  that 
cafe  could  have  flood  againd  internal  and  exter- 
nal affailants,  I leave  to  others  to  judge.  In  the 
aflault  of  Arklow,  where  general  Skerret  adled  lb 
important  a part,  the  bed  defence  of  a pod  in  the 
whole  rebellion  was  difplayed,  Here,  among 
other  good  arrangements,  the  remnant  of  thofe 
loyalids  who  had  been  mod  injudicioudy  difarmed 
and  difperfed  in  the  fird  retreat  from  Gorey,  were 
furnifhed  with  arms,  and  fo  poded  as  to  gall  the 
enemy  with  great  effeft.  On  men  of  this  kind, 
who  in  the  latin  phrafe  were  fighting  pro  aris  et 
focis,  much  more  dependance  might  be  placed,  in 
the  defence  of  towns,  than  on  the  hired  foldiers. 
In  the  defence  of  Rofs,  where  the  truly  brave  ge- 
neral Johnfon  commanded,  a contrary  condu& 
was  obferved.  The  loyal  volunteers,  who  might 
have  been  fo  poded  as  to  avoid  the  danger  offuch 
a mifconception,  were  dilarmed,  led,  not  being 
clothed  in  military  uniform,  they  fhould  be  inif- 
£aken  for  rebels  by  the  foldiery. 
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If  the  commanders  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  afting 
againd  the  rebels,  committed  any  fmall  errors  in 
their  proper  province,  ample  compenfation  was 
commonly  made  by  the  pen,  in  the  difpatches  to 
government  publidied  in  their  name,  and  other 
pieces  of  writing  of  a like  nature.  The  numbers 
killed,  if  otherwife  than  on  paper,  might  have 
alarmingly  thinned  the  population  of  a county. 
I have  taken  much  pains  to  make  inquiry  from 
various  perfons  who  had  been  on  the  fcenes  of  ac- 
tion, and  could  never  find  ground  to  think  other- 
wife  than  that  the  numbers  of  men  fiain  among 
the  rebels,  in  their  feveral  engagements  with  the 
military,  were  vadly  lefs  than  they  were  dated  to 
be  in  the  bulletins  and  other  public  prints.  I 
have  reafon  to  think  that  more  men  than  fell  in 
battle  were  dam  in  cold  blood.  No  quarter  was 
given  to  perlons  taken  prifoners  as  rebels,  with  or 
without  arms.  For  one  indance — fifty-four  were 
ihot  in  the  little  town  of  Carnew  in  the  fpace  of 
three  days ! How  many  fell  in.  this  manner,  or 
were  put  to  death  unrefiding,  in  houfes,  fields, 
and  elfewhere,  would  be  as  difficult  to  date  with 
accuracy,  as  the  number  flain  in  battle. 

Though  by  daughter  in  battle,  executions  with 
and  without  trial,  and  tranfportation  from  the 
kingdom,  the  population  was  perceptibly  thinned 
in  fome  didridls  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  and 
dill  more  in  feveral  parts  of  the  county  of  Wick- 
low, the  former  county  on  the  whole  amount 
feemed  fcarcely  to  have  fudained  a fenfible  dimi- 
nution of  its  peafantry  • but  the  marks  of  degrada- 
tion. 
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lion,  and  the  abfence  of  the  gentry,  call  a melan- 
choly gloom,  where  a chearful  afpe£t  hadfo  lately 
prevailed.  By  an  inquiry  of  immenfely  more  la- 
bour to  the  inquirer,  than  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic, the  numbers  of  thofe  who  have  difappeared 
from  each  county  by  death  and  traafportation, 
might  be  calculated  to  a degree  nearer  to  accu- 
racy than  of  all  thofe  who  were  congregated  to 
the  flandards  of  rebellion.  The  armies  of  infur- 
gents,  ftationed  at  the  fame  time  within  the  county 
of  Wexford,  at  the  polls  of  Three-rocks,  Laeken, 
Vinegar-hill,  and  Gorey,  cannot  be  fuppofed,  at 
the  lowell  eftimation,  to  have  confiftedof  lefs  than, 
forty  thoufand  men— -indeed  in  the  opinion  of 
many  who  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  them, 
fifty  thoufand.  From  the  flri£lell  inquiries  which 
i have  been  able  to  make,  I am  convinced  that 
almolf  all  of  thefe  were  Wexfordians,  or  inhabit- 
ants of  the  county  of  Wexford.  The  numbers 
mixed  with  them  from  other  parts,  doubtlefs  not 
exceeding  a few  hundreds,  were  hardly  difcernible 
in  the  general  mafs ; except  that  perhaps  a thou- 
fand or  more  of  thofe  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  who  co-operated  in  the  attack  of  Ark- 
low,  retired  with  the  Wexfordians,  after  their  de- 
feat, to  the  llation  at  Gorey. 

Since  the  county  of  Wexford  furnifhed  at  Ieafi, 
in  this  rebellion,  forty  thoufand  infurgents,  at  the 
fame  time  a conliderable  number  of  loyaJills  fit  to 
bear  arms,  of  whom  not  all  were  embodied  or  em- 
ployed as  they  might,  we  cannot,  on  probable 
grounds^  eftimate  the  number  of  males  in  this 

county. 
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county,  of  the  military  age,  at  much  lefs  than  fifty 
thoufand  ; whence  we  muft  infer  a population  of 
little  lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  of 
both  fexes  and  all  ages.  Doubtlefs  this  county, 
Naturally  of  fo  poor  a foil  as  to  be  unfit  for  graz- 
ing, and  confequently  inhabited  moflly  by  a peo- 
ple who  draw  their  fubfiftence  from  agriculture, 
is  one  of  the  moft  populous,  but  far  from  one  of 
the  moft  extenfive,  in  the  fouth  of  Ireland.  Dr. 
Duigenan,  in  his  excellent  pamphlet,  ftiled  The 
.prefent  political  State  of  Ireland , combats  the  cal- 
culation of  Chalmers  concerning  the  population 
of  this  kingdom,  and  declares  his  opinion  £e  that 
cc  the  whole  inhabitants  of  Ireland  do  not  amount 
€C  to  more  than  three  millions,  if  to  fo  many;55  * 
which  allows  not  a hundred  thoufand  fouls  to  each 
of  the  thirty-two  counties,  on  an  average.  But, 
while  Chalmers’  eftimate  is  founded  on  fubftantial 
grounds,  the  Dodor’s  arguments  appear  to  be  little 
better  than  airy  conceptions.  From  the  fame 
grounds  as  Mr.  Chalmers,  (documents  furnifhed 
by  Mr.  Bufhe,)  I fome  years  ago,  availing  myfelf 
alfo  of  fome  obfervations  of  my  own,  calculated 
the  inhabitants  of  this  illand  at  four  millions,  and 
have  ftated  it  fo  in  another  work.f  I have  lince 
made  further  obfervations,  and  have  found  the 
number  of  perfons  in  w'hat  towns  and  diftri&s  1 
have  been  enabled  to  examine,  much  greater  than 
they  fhould  be  on  the  principles  of  the  above 

calculation 

* See  his  Appendix,  No.  i. 
t See  Gordon’s  Terraquea,  vol.  iii.  p.  269, 
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calculation.  I am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
number  of  people  in  this  kingdom  would  be  found, 
if  completely  afcertained,  much  nearer  to  five  than 
to  four  millions.* 

In  the  relative  magnitudes  of  the  two  great  Bri- 
tifh  iflands,  either  the  Do&or  is  widely  miftaken, 
or  I have  made  an  erroneous  reprefentation  of 
them  from  a careful  menluration  of  the  beft  maps 
of  thefe  iflands,  the  larger  of  which  I have  fuppof- 
ed  to  bear  to  the  other  a proportion  not  fo  great  as 
that  of  three  to  one.f  That  the  latter  contains  lefs 
wafte  land  in  proportion  to  its  area,J  is  a well- 
known  truth,  obferved  particularly  by  Arthur 
Young;  and  the  counties  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
are  in  general  much  more  populous  than  that  of 

Wexford. 

* Sir  R Mufgrave’s  reafoning  (Memoirs  of  the  different  Re- 
bellions in  Ireland,  p.  523,  524)  would  tend  to  prove  the  popu- 
lation of  Ireland  to  be  prodigious.  He  calculates  that  forty-nine 
thoufand  men,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  were  at 
once  in  arms  againft  government  ; that  thefe  fall  fhort  by  twenty 
thoufand  of  the  whole  number  of  men  in  the  county  (for  he  could 
not  have  reckoned  women  and  children  as  fighting  men)  and 
that  the  county  of  Wexford  contains  about  a thirty-fourth  part 
of  the  whole  population  of  Ireland.  By  this  calculation  there 
(hould  be  confiderably  above  two  millions  of  men  in  Ireland,  of 
the  military  age,  and  confequently  above  ten  millions  of  people 
of  both  fexes  and  all  ages  ! 

f See  Gordon’s  Terraquea,  vol.  iii.  p.  74,  268. 

t The  ingenious  and  learned  narrator  of  tranfaaions  at  Kib 
lala,  hereafter  to  be  quoted,  fays  in  one  place  (p.  12)  that  the 
wild  diftridt  of  Erris,  a frightful  tradt  of  bog  and  mountain,  is 
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Wexford.  As  I have  had  ample  opportunity  of 
obferving  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  Irifh  pea- 
santry, I fhould  not  think  the  matter  altogether 
miraculous,  nor  even  be  much  furprifed,  if  this 
ifland  fhould  be  found  to  have  more  than  quadru- 
pled its  population  fince  the  year  1672,  fuppofing 
Sir  William  Petty,  (who  then  dated  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants  at  eleven  hundred  thoufand)  to 
have  committed  no  error  in  his  computation. — 
Poverty  prevents  not  marriage  among  the  peafants 
of  this  kingdom.  They  almoft  all  enter  young 
into  the  ties  of  matrimony,  apparently  with  an 
uncommon  trull  in  Providence  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  their  children,  contenting  themfelves  with 
fuch  houles,  accommodations,  and  food,  a*  would 
be  quite  inadequate  to  the  fupport  of  life  in  Eng- 
lifh  people  of  the  fame  clafs.  In  fuch  circum- 
flances  of  exifteuce,  apparentlypnimical  to  the  en- 
creafe  of  the  human  fpecies,  they  feldom  fail  of  a 
numerous  offspring,  who  grow  to  maturity  with  a 
liardinefs  of  conftitution  feldom  elfewhere  fur- 
pafled. 

With  the  learned  Do&or  I fully  agree  in  another 
pofition,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  population  of 
this  kingdom,  or  the  proportion  of  proteftant  and 

Rom  an  id 

tolerably  well  peopled.  And  in  another,  (p.  106)  “ the  popu- 
44  lation  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  county  of  Mayo  much 
44  exceeds  what  the  country,  from  its  haggard  appearance,  would 
44  be  thought  capable  of  fuftainiBg.”  This  is  the  cafe  in  all  the 
w lid  tracts  throughout  Ireland. 
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Romanid  inhabitants  with  refpeCl  to  number,  the 
protedant  government  of  Ireland  is  completely 
adequate  to  the  fupport  of  its  authority  againd  all 
internal  enemies,  without  any  afliflance  from  the 
great  flder-ifland,  Britain.  But  this  muff  be  on 
fuppolition  that  the  Irifh  government  was  a lia- 
ble adminidration,  not  Humiliating  by  the  errone- 
ous policy  or  caprice  of  Britidi  minifters,  nor 
fhackled  or  counteracted  in  its  operations  by  their 
influence.  On  this  provifo  I fliould  not  doubt  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  Irifli  adminidration  for  the 
above  purpofe,  with  even  a mere  pageant  of  date 
at  its  head  ; but  againd  a powerful  army  of  invad- 
ing enemies,  aided  by  the  difaffeCled  at  home,  it 
could  not,  without  Britidi  affidance,  be  fuppofed 
able  to  maintain  its  ground,  more  than  the  Britidi 
government  againd  a proportionally  powerful  in- 
vading force,  if  Britain  were  in  like  manner  dock- 
ed with  a darving  peafantry,  opprefled  with  enor- 
mous rents,  unable  by  the  nature  of  their  tenures 
to  acquire  a fecure  property  for  their  families  by 
any  labour,  and  unfortunately  habituated  to  re- 
gard foreign  powers  as  their  friends,  and  the  pro- 
teClors  of  their  religion,  in  prejudice  to  their  own 
government.  The  fame  learned  writer  feems  to 
infinuate  that  the  rebellion  might,  or  would  have 
been  prevented,  if  the  Irifli  adminidration  had 
not  been  diackled  or  influenced  by  Britifh  interfer- 
ence.* I alfo  think  his  aflfertion  well  founded, 
that  the  rebellion  was  fupprefled  by  the  foie 

q.  z flrength 


* Sec  Dr.  Duigenarfs  pamphlet,  p.  80.  Dublin  edition 
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ftrength  of  the  Irifh  government,  without  being 
under  any  obligation  for  afliftance  in  troops  or 
money  from  Britain : but  I deny  that  the  whole 
Romanics  of  the  counties  of  Carlow,  Kildare,  and 
Wicklow,  were  united  in  hoft  with  the  Wexfordian. 
rebels.*  In  the  county  of  Carlow  the  inhabitants 
are  well  known  to  have  remained  quiet,  except  in 
one  extremely  ill  concerted  and  unfuccefsful  at- 
tack, that  of  the  chief  town.  The  infurgents  of 
Kildare  adled  altogether  feparately  from  thofe  of 
Wexford,  with  whom  they  had  no  communication, 
except  an  intercourfe  of  meffages.  The  fame  was 
the  cafe  with  thofe  of  Wicklow,  except  that  a great 
body  of  them  joined  in  the  attack  of  Arklow,  and 
that  afterwards,  in  the  decline  of  the  rebellion,  a 
number  of  them  retired  by  Tinnehaly  and  Kilca- 
van  to  Vinegar-hill.  So  that  whatever  was  per- 
formed by  rebels  within  the  bounds  of  the  county 
of  Wexford,  previoufly  to  their  diflodgment  from 
Vinegar-hill,  was  performed  by  Wexfordians  alone, 
as  the  taking  of  Ennifcorthy  and  Wexford,  the 
attack  of  Newtownbarry,  the  defeat  of  Walpole, 
and  the  formidable  affault  of  Rofs. 

If,  however,  thefe  Wexfordians  had  improved 
without  delay  the  advantages  for  which  they  were 
in  a confiderable  degree  indebted,  at  firft  to  the 
fmallnefs  and  mifmanagement,  and  afterwards  to 
the  mifmanagement  alone,  of  the  troops  or  force 
oppofed  to  them,  they  would  doubtlefs  have  been 
joined  by  moft  at  leaf!  of  the  Romanics  of  the 

neigh- 
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neighbouring  counties,  and  the  confequences 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  calamitous  in 
the  extreme  to  the  fouth  of  Ireland  at  ieaft.  Of 
this  we  might  be  able  to  form  fome  conception 
from  the  miferies  occafioned  by  the  Ihort-lived 
rebellion,  of  which  I have  been  treating,  in  the 
territories  immediately  affe&ed  by  it.  Of  thefe 
miferies  I have  already  treated  fo  far  as  my  plan 
allowed,  and  have  obferved  that  thofe,  which  loy- 
alifts  underwent,  arofe  not  always  from  rebels 
alone.  I fhall  only  add  at  prefent,  that  thefyftem 
of  efpionage,  or  the  encouragement  and  reception 
of  private  information,  with  the  utter  concealment 
of  the  names  of  the  informers  from  the  perfons  ac- 
cufed,  which  fyftem  had,  from  a moft  lamentable 
aieceffity,  been  adopted  by  government  before  the 
rebellion,  was,  without  any  neceffity  that  I can 
perceive,  continued  by  fome  after  its  fuppreffion.  • 
How  far  the  fuppofition  or  imputation  of  difloyalty 
againft  perfons  poflefled  of  any  valuable  efte&s, 
might  have  been  profitable  to  needy  or  greedy 
dependants  of  any  general  officer,  I mean  not  at 
prefent  to  examine.  The  difclofure  of  certain 
fads  I defer  to  another  opportunity.  I fhall  here 
•give  only  one  inftance  of  the  confequences  of  this 
late  efpionage — an  inftance  which  could,  I be- 
lieve, have  had  no  connexion  with  profit  to  the 
receivers  of  information,  but  which  may  ferve  to 
fhew  that  even  adiye  loyalty  could  not  fecure  a 
man  againft  private  malice,  in  the  diftrid  of  Co- 
rey, for  a certain  time  Captain  Atkins,  of  Em- 
ma-vale,  near  Arklow,  who,  at  no  fmall  trouble 
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and  expence,  had  embodied  and  difciplined  a 
troop  of  yeoman  cavalfy,  and  had  exerted  him- 
felf  greatly  in  fupport  of  government,  was,  with- 
out any  known  caufe,  mofl  difgracefully  deprived 
of  his  command  by  a general  officer,  and  dif- 
miffed  from  the  fervice  of  his  king  and  country  ! 
I his  worthy  gentleman  drained  every  nerve  to 
procure  a court-martial  to  examine  his  conducl  ; 
and,  after  a length  of  time,  fucceeded,  by  the  pow- 
erful intereft  of  a nobleman,  in  fpite  of  the  moft 
artful  evahons.  On  his  trial,  captain  Atkins  (to 
whom,  for  the  killing  of  the  ravager  Racket,  the 
public  is  more  indebted  than  to  fome  general  of- 
ficers) was  moft  honourably  acquitted,  as  no 
charge  could  be  produced  againft  him. 

Such  ufage  might  feem  calculated  to  convert 
Irifh  loyalifts  into  rebels ; but  not  even  the  extre- 
mity of  maltreatment  could  produce  this  effed  on 
proteftants,  who  were  convinced  that  their  exift- 
ence  muft  terminate  with  that  of  the  government, 
and  who  might  rather  choofe,  if  dire  neceflity 
fliould  fo  require,  to  die  by  the  hands  of  the  royal 
foldiery,  which  was  the  cafe  with  too  many,  than 
by  thofe  of  their  unfortunately  bigoted  country- 
men. This  attachment  of  the  Irifh  proteftants  to 
the  Britifh  government  was  little  known  in  France, 
where  the  diredory,  and  the  nation  in  general,  had 
been  perfuaded,  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  unit- 
ed confpiracy,  into  a belief  of  fo  univerfal  a difaf- 
fedion  in  Ireland,  that,  on  the  appearance  of  a 
powerful  armament  from  France  on  its  coafts,  the 
whole  country  would  rife  in  arms  to  aid  its  efforts 
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for  the  fubverfion  of  the  Britifli  government  in 
this  ifland.  The  negle£l  of  attempting,  in  this 
prepofleffion  of  mind,  to  fend  fuccours  to  the  Irifh 
infurgents  while  the  Wexfordian  rebels  were  in 
force,  is  a proof  that  (tnoft  fortunately  for  the 
Britifh  empire)  the  government  of  France  was  then 
very  feebly  adminiftered.  If,  according  to  the 
advice  of  lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  the  French 
directory  had  fent  a number  of  fwift  veffels  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  coaft,  with  officers,  troops, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  fome  of  them  very  proba- 
bly might  have  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  Britiih 
cruifers,  and  landed  the  fuccours  ; which  muft,  by 
infpiriting  the  rebels,  have  greatly  augmented 
their  force,  independently  of  the  a£lual  acceffion 
of  ftrength  by  the  council  of  accomplifhed  leaders, 
and  the  prowefs  of  trained  foldiers.  What  effe&s 
might  thus  have  been  produced,  we  may  in  fome 
degree  conjedlure  from  the  impreffion  made  on 
the  kingdom  by  a contemptibly  fmall  body  of 
French  troops,  landed  after  the  complete  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  rebels,  in  a part  of  the  ifland  quite  re- 
mote from  the  feene  of  rebellion,  and  until  then 
exhibiting  no  figns  ofdifaffection. 

This  was  the  ill-timed  expedition  of  general 
Humbert,  who,  on  the  22nd  of  Auguft,  two  months 
after  the  diflodgment  of  the  rebels  from  the  county 
of  Wexford,  landed  at  the  bay  of  Killala,  in  the 
county  of  Mayo,  with  a thoufand  and  thirty  pri- 
vate foldiers,  and  feventy  officers,  from  three  fri- 
gates, two  of  forty-four,  and  one  of  thirty-eight 
guns — which  had  failed  from  Rochelle  on  the  4th 
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of  the  fame  month,  with  defign  to  invade  the 
county  of  Donegal,  in  which  they  were  fruftrated 
by  contrary  winds.  The  garrifon  of  Killala,  con- 
fining of  only  fifty  men,  of  whom  thirty  were  yeo- 
men, the  reft  fenfible  foldiers  of  the  prince  of 
Wales’s  regiment,  after  a vain  attempt  to  oppofe 
the  entrance  of  the  French  vanguard,  between 
feven  and  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  fled  with 
precipitation,  leaving  two  of  their  number  dead, 
and  their  two  officers  prifoners  (lieutenant  Sills,  of 
the  fenfibles,  and  captain  Kirkwood,  of  the  yeo- 
men) together  with  nineteen  privates.  To  com- 
peniate,  as  far  as  poffible,  by  the  vigour  of  his 
operations,  for  the  fmallnefs  of  his  number,  feems 
to  have  been  an  objedl  with  the  French  general. 
He  fent  on  the  next  morning  toward  Ballina,*  a 
fmall  town  fituate  feven  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Kil- 
lala, a detachment,  which,  retreating  from  fome 
picquet  guards,  or  reconnoitering  parties,  of  loy- 
alifts,  detached  from  the  garrifon  of  the  former 
on  the  following  day,  led  them  to  a bridge,  under 
which  lay  concealed  a ferjeant’s  guard  of  French 
foldiers.  By  a volley  from  thefe,  a clergyman, 
who  had  volunteered  on  the  occafion,  and  two 
carabineers,  were  vrounded,  the  firft  mortally. 
This  clergyman  was  the  Rev.  George  Fortefcue, 
nephew  to  lord  Clermont,  and  re&or  of  Ballina. 
The  French,  advancing  to  this  town,  took  poflfef- 
fion  of  it  in  the  night  of  the  24th ; the  garrifon, 
under  colonel  Sir  Thomas  Chapman,  and  major 
Keir  of  the  carabineers,  retreating  to  Foxford,  ten 
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miles  to  the  fouth,  leaving  one  prifoner,  a yeoman, 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  marquis  Cornwallis  had  completely  plan- 
ned, and  after  unavoidable  delays  from  the  fitua- 
ation  in  which  he  had  found  affairs,  was  on  the 
point  of  putting  into  execution  fuch  an  arrange- 
ment of  his  majefiy’s  forces  in  Ireland  as  to  enable 
him  to  affemble,  with  great  expedition,  a refpedl- 
able  body  of  troops  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom 
where  expediency  fhould  require.  Though  this 
difpofition  could  not  as  yet  be  effe&ed,  a force* 
which  was  very  reafonably  thought  to  be  more 
than  fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  was  in  a few  days 
collected  in  the  quarter  attacked  by  the  invaders. 
Major-general  Hutchinfon  arrived  from  Galway* 
on  the  25th,  at  Cafllebar,  where  he  was  joined,  in 
the  night  of  the  26th,  by  lieutenant-general  Lake, 
who,  on  intelligence  of  the  French  invafion*  had 
been  ordered  by  the  lord  lieutenant;  to  take  the 
command  of  the  forces  which  were  aflembling  in 
Connaught  to  oppofe  the  enemy.  The  army  now 
colle&ed  at  this  poll  muff:,  I think,  have  amounted, 
at  leaf:,  to  between  three  and  four  thoufand  men. 
The  intention  of  the  generals  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  to.  await,  a few  days  at  Cafllebar,  the  arrival 
of  more  forces,  and  then  to  march  to  attack  the 
enemy.  But  this  enemy  wifely  chofe  the  offen- 
five  rather  than  the  defenfive  part  in  the  attack ; 
and  while  our  officers  were,  in  full  fecurity,  en- 
joying the  bottle,  the  French  were  marching  with 
the  utmofl  diligence  to  affail  their  quarters,  and 
would,  if  I am  rightly  informed,  have  furprifed  our 
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army  before  day -light,  if  they  had  not  been  delay- 
ed by  the  extreme  ruggednefs  of  the  roads. 

Humbert,  who,  according  to  the  military  infti- 
tutions  of  the  French  republicans,  had  rifen  from 
the  ranks  to  the  dignity  of  a general  officer,  had 
rendered  himfelf  confpicuous  in  fighting  againft 
the  infurgents  of  La  Vendee;  and  had  been  fe- 
cond  in  command  to  general  Hcche  in  the  abor- 
tive expedition  to  the  bay  ofBantry,  feems  not  to 
have  been  ignorant  of  the  expediency  of  a&ive 
and  vigorous  enterprife  in  the  circumfiances  in 
which  he  found  himfelf  placed.  Hardly  any  con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  Irifn  had  rifen  in  rebellion 
about  Killala,  to  affift  the  invaders,  till  the  latter 
had  added  the  conqueft  of  Ballina  to  that  of  Kil- 
lala, when  many  hundreds  of  peafants  repaired  to 
their  ftandard,  and  with  eagernefs  received  the 
arms  and  uniforms  which  had  been  fent  from 
France  for  their  accommodation.  To  make  as 
deep  an  impreffion  as  poffible  for  the  excitement 
of  rebellion,  before  an  army  too  powerful  could 
be  colle£led  to  overwhelm  him,  the  French  com- 
mander determined  to  attack  the  forces  at  Caftle- 
bar,  and  began  his  march  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  with  eight  hundred  of  his  own  men,  and  a 
number  of  rebels,  eiTimated  by  fome  at  fifteen 
hundred,  and  probably  not  lefs  than  a thoufand 
in  number.  Inftead  of  the  common  road  through 
Foxford,  where  a body  of  troops  had  been  ftation- 
cd,  under  brigadier-general  Taylor,  to  obferve  his 
motions,  he  advanc  ed  through  mountains  by  ways 
generally  deemed  impaffable  to  an  army,  where, 
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at  a pafs  called  the  gap  of  Barnageehy,  fix  miles 
from  Cadlebar,  his  further  progrefs,  if  I am  not 
midaken,  might  have  been  totally  prevented,  if, 
indead  of  a captain’s  guard,  a fomewhat  dronger 
body  had  been  polled  with  two  or  three  pieces  of 
artillery.  That  of  the  French  confided  of  only 
two  fmall  curricle  guns,  the  repairing  of  the  car- 
riage of  one  of  which,  broken  by  the  extreme 
ruggednefs  of  the  roads,  caufed,  fortunately  for  our 
army,  a confiderable  delay  in  their  march.  The 
French  g'eneral  is  reported  to  have  been  furnifhed 
with  fuch  information  concerning  the  date  of  af- 
fairs at  Cadlebar,  as  to  be  rendered  confident  of 
his  meeting  with  no  oppodtion  in  the  rugged  ways 
which  he  had  chofen  for  his  line  of  march  to  the 
point  of  attack. 

The  town  of  Cadlebar  very  narrowly  efcaped  at 
lead  a partial  devadation  from  our  own  army,  be- 
fore the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  expe&ed.  A 
fhot  unaccountably  fired  from  a window  in  the 
night,  and  laid  to  be  levelled  at  the  Longford  mi- 
litia, excited  a tumult  among  the  foldiery,  which, 
if  it  had  not  been  fpeedily  quieted  by  the  exerti- 
ons of  the  officers,  might  have  caufed  the  firing  of 
houfes,  and  a melancholy  dedrudion  of  lives  and 
property.  Three  or  four  hours  after,  or  at  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  intelligence 
arrived  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  through  the 
mountains.  This,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  dif- 
credited  at  fird,  and  pronounced  impoffible  by 
our  officers,  w^as  foon  confirmed.  The  French, 
were  found  to  be,  at  feven  o’clock,  within  two. 
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miles  of  the  town,  between  which  and  the  affail- 
ants  our  army  was  foon  arranged  in  an  advantageous 
pofition.  The  great  fuperiority  of  the  royal  forces 
in  the  weight  of  artillery,  and  the  numbers  and 
frefhnefs  of  the  men,  who  were  free  from  fatigue — * 
while  the  French  had  been  laborioufly  fcrambling 
their  way  through  mountains,  near  twenty-four 
hours,  without  repofe — might  feem  to  promife 
an  eafy  vidlory  to  our  army.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  battle  appearances  were  favourable  to 
this  prefumption.  The  royal  artillery,  which  is 
univerfally  allowed  to  have  been  excellently  ma- 
naged under  the  dire&ions  of  captain  Shortall, 
made  fuch  execution  among  the  French,  that  they 
were  checked  in  their  progrels,  and  recoiled  a few 
minutes.  Thefe  veterans  however  meant  not  to 
retreat,  though  their  Irifh  auxiliaries  were  as  yet 
of  little  ufe  to  them  in  combat.  They  filed  away 
in  fmall  parties  to  the  right  and  left,  as  if  they 
meant  to  affail  our  troops  in  flank,  and  fome  of 
them  are  faid  to  have  advanced  on  the  Frazer  fen- 
fibles  in  the  left  £6  as  almoftto  reach  the  points  of 
their  bayonets.  As  yet,  however,  the  French, 
who  had  loft  many  of  their  number,  principally 
by  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  had  fired  only  a few 
fhots,  when  the  royal  army,  feized  with  an 
unaccountable  panic,  broke  on  all  fides,  not- 
withftanding  the  utmoft  exertions  of  their,  offi- 
cers, and  fled  in  extreme  confuflon  through  the 
town  on  the  road  to  Tuam.  Some  individuals 
fired  back  on  their  purfuers  in  their  flight  through 
the  ftreet,  but  fo  unguarded  was  the  rere,  that  a 
few  Frenchmen,  actuated  by  fome  ftrange  frolic, 
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fome  fay  feven,  fome  feventeen,  purfued  to  a con- 
iiderable  didance  along  the  road,  till  lord  Roden’s 
cavalry  wheeled  and  cut  them  down. 

A panic  feemed  dill  to  operate  on  our  troops, 
who  made  fo  quick  a retreat  as  to  reach  the  town 
of  Tuam,  thirty  miles  from  the  fcene  of  a&ion,  on 
the  night  of  the  fame  day,  and  to  renew  their 
march,  after  a fhort  refrefhment,  retiring  dill  far- 
ther towards  Athlone,  where  an  officer  of  carabi- 
neers, with  dxty  of  his  men,  arrived  at  on*  o’clock 
on  Tuefday  the  29th,  having  performed  a march 
of  fixty-three  miles  (the  didance  of  Athlone  from 
Cadlebar)  in  twenty-fcven  hours.  The  artillery, 
lod  by  our  army  in  this  unexpe&ed  defeat,  confid- 
ed of  fourteen  pieces,  of  which  four  were  curri- 
cle guns.  Befide  that  of  the  carabineers,  of 
which  no  return  has  been  publifhed,  the  lofs  of 
men  has  been  dated  at  fifty-three  killed,  thirty- 
four  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  feven ty- 
nine  prifoners  or  miffing.  Among  the  wounded 
were  two  lieutenants  and  three  ferjeants.  Among 
the  prifoners  and  miffing  were  two  majors,  three 
captains,  fix  lieutenants,  three  enfigns,  two  officers 
of  the  daff,  ten  ferjeants,  and  two  drummers.  Of 
the  privates  miffing,  the  greater  part  (foldiers  of 
the  Longford  and  Kilkenny  militia)  were  after- 
wards found  to  have  deferted  to  the  enemy,  which, 
with  other  circumdances,  gave  fome  grounds  for 
fufpicion  that  treachery  had  fome  fhare  in  the  de- 
feat at  Cadlebar.  That  not  one  of  thefe  delerters 
efcaped  the  death  which  their  deletion  merited, 
is  perhaps  not  unworthy  of  remark.  The  lofs  of 
xho  French  in-killed  and  wounded  is,  with  proba- 
bility. 
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bility,  faid  to  have  been  greater  than  that  of  our 
troops,  though  not  fatisfadlorily  Aated. 

The  marquis  Cornwallis,  who  from  the  fir  ft  in- 
telligence of  the  invaiion,  had,  notwithftanding 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  invading  army,  been  fo  lenfible 
of  the  danger  which  might  thence  arife,  as  to  have 
determined  to  march  in  perfon  againft  the  enemy, 
arrived  at  Philipflown  on  the  26th  of  Auguft ; 
whence  he  proceeded  next  day  to  Kilbeggan,  hav- 
ing by  the  way  of  the  grand  canal  made  a pro- 
grefs  of  forty-four  Irifh,  or  fifty-fix  Englifh  miles 
in  two  days.  Receiving  here,  on  the  28th,  very 
early  in  the  morning,  the  difagreeable  news  of  the 
defeat  at  Cafllebar,  he  advanced  to  Athlone, 
where  he  was  pofitively  informed  by  many  who 
had  fled  through  Tuam,  particularly  a lieutenant 
of  the  carabineers,  and  captain  O’Donnel  of  the 
Newport-Pratt  yeomen,  that  the  French  had  pur- 
fued  the  army  of  general  Lake  to  Tuam,  driven  it 
from  that  poll:,  and  taken  poffeffion  of  the  town. 
If  fuch  a purfuit  had  been  poflibie  to  the  French, 
after  their  exhaufling  march  to  Cafllebar,  even  this 
extraordinary  report  might  have  been  true,  fince 
general  Lake,  having  lofl  his  artillery  and  ammu- 
nition, thought  the  poll  of  Tuam  unfafe  with  pa- 
nic-firuck  troops,  many  of  them  alio  disorderly, 
and  judged  a retreat  expedient  nearer  to  Athlone. 
Even  on  this  town,  ^fixty- three  miles  from  the 
French  army,  which  never  moved  farther  in  that  / 
tine  than  Cafllebar,  an  attack  was  apprehended, 
and  pickets  and  patroles  were  advanced  far  on  the 
roads  to  Tuam  and  Baflinafioe. 
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From  thefe  fads  a judicious  reader,  acquainted 
with  the  Hate  in  which  Ireland  then  was,  where 
multitudes  were  prepared  to  rife  in  rebellion  as 
foon  as  they  fhould  fee  any  force  in  a probable 
condition  to  fupport  them,  may  very  probably  be 
of  opinion.,  that,  if  fuch  a man  as  Cornwallis  had 
not  been  at  the  head  of  the  IriCh  adminiflration, 
with  full  power  to  ad  according  to  his  own  judg- 
ment, the  confequences  of  this  petty  invalion 
might  have  fpeedily  become  very  ruinous  to  this 
kingdom.  His  excellency  faw  that  the  utmoH 
caution  was  expedient,  as  wrell  as  vigour  in  the 
movements  of  his  forces.  The  motions  of  the 
main  army  immediately  under  his  own  command, 
were  calculated  to  cover  the  country,  to  intimi- 
date the  abettors  of  rebellion,  and  to  afford  an  op- 
portunity of  rallying  to  any  fmaller  bodies  of  troops 
which  might  be  defeated;  wdiile  thefe  bodies  w7ere 
ordered  to  harrafs  the  enemy  as  much  as  poffible 
without  running  rifks,  or  engaging  in  battle  with- 
out almofl  a certainty  of  fuccefs.  The  marquis 
proceeded  on  the  30th  of  Auguft  in  the  road  to 
CaHlebar,  and  arrived  on  the  4th  of  September  at 
Hollymount,  whence  he  intended  to  advance  to 
the  attack  of  the  French  army  polled  at  CaHlebar, 
fourteeen  miles  diflant,  till  in  the  evening  of  the 
fame  day  he  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  that  poll  ii  the  morning,  and 
had  marched  in  the  dire&ion  ofFoxford. 

After  their  vi&ory  at  CaHlebar,  the  French  re- 
ceived great  additional  acceilions  of  Irifh  peasan- 
try to  their  Handard,  chiefly,  as  before,  from  the 
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weftern  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  county  of 
Mayo.  To  furnifh  thefe  multitudes  with  fire- 
arms, the  fiores  brought  from  France  was  quite  in- 
fufficient,  though,  according  to  the  account  of 
colonel  Charoft  to  the  bifhop  of  Killala,  five  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  mufkets  were  diftributed  in  the 
Iaft  mentioned  place  to  the  infurgents.  Thefe 
new  levies  of  mountaineers  were  generally  very 
awkward  in  the  ufe  of  guns,  and  proved  to  be  of 
no  very  effe&ual  aid  to  the  French,  who  had  ex- 
pe&ed  far  more  powerful  aflifiance  from  the  Irifh. 
They  had  alfo  expe&ed  to  be  immediately  follow- 
ed by  additional  troops  and  fiores  from  France. 
Totally  difappointed  in  the  former  expe£lation, 
and  feeing  little  profpedl  of  being  gratified  in  the 
latter,  they  began  to  fufpedl  that  they  had  been 
fent  on  a defperate  errand,  as  a forlorn  hope,  to 
annoy,  not  to  conquer,  the  enemies  of  their  coun- 
try. Like  brave  and  faithful foldiers,  they  refolv- 
ed  to  perform  their  duty,  even  in  this  cafe,  and  to 
make  eveiy  effort  in  their  power  againft  the  Britifii 
government,  until  irrefifiible  neceflity  fhould  com- 
pel them  to  furrender. 

General  Humbert,  having  ordered,  on  the  ift  of 
September,  the  troops  left  at  Killala  to  repair  to  the 
main  body,  commenced  a rapid  march,  very  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  from  Cafilebar,  through 
Foxford,  toward  the  town  of  Sligo,  perhaps  with 
a defign  of  attempting  to  approach  the  county  of 
Donegal,  where  the  additional  forces  from  France 
were  expedled  to  make  a landing.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Crauford,  with  a body  of  troops,  fupported 
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by  another  under  general  Lake,  hung  upon  his 
rear,  another  under  major-general  Moore  watched 
his  motions  at  a greater  di (lance  ; while  the  mar- 
quis Cornwallis,  with  the  main  army,  moved  in  a 
nearly  parallel  diredlion  from  Hollymount,  through 
Clare  and  Ballyhaunis,  toward  Carrick-on-Shan- 
non, intending  to  regulate  his  fubfequent  motions 
by  thofe  of  the  enemy. 

The  advanced  guard  of  the  French  having  paffed 
T'ubbercurry,  after  a ikirmifh  with  fome  yeoman 
guards,  and  arrived  at  Coloony,  was  oppofed  on 
the  5th  by  colonel  Verreker  of  the  city  of  Lime- 
rick militia,  who  had  marched  from  Sligo  for  the 
purpofe,  with  three  hundred  infantry,  thirty  of 
the  twenty-fourth  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and 
two  curricle  guns.  The  colonel  found  the  enemy 
arranged  for  his  reception  between  him  and  the 
town  of  Coloony.  After  a fmart  action  of  about 
an  hour’s  continuance,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat, 
with  the  lofs  of  his  artillery,  to  Sligo,  whence  he 
withdrew  his  little  army  to  Ballyfhannon.  He  has 
Hated  his  lofs  of  private  foldiers  at  only  fix  killed 
and  twenty -two  wounded.  Himfelf  and  four  other 
officers  were  (lightly  wounded,  and  one,  enfign 
Rumley,  (lain.  He  was  informed  that  the  lofs  of  the 
French  exceeded  fifty  of  whom  thirty  were  wounded. 
As  colonel  Verreker  certainly  proved  himfelf  a man 
of  great  fpirit,  and  Heady  courage,  in  this  affair,  I am 
not  inclined  to  doubt  his  veracity  ; and  I (hould 
think  that  his  little  army  acquitted  itfelf  with  fuf- 
Hcient  honor  without  the  fuppofition  of  its  having 
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been  actually  engaged  with  the  whole  French 
force,  as  the  colonel  Hates,  inftead  of  the  vanguard 
only*'. 

This  oppofition,  though  attended  with  defeat 
to  the  oppofers,  is  fuppofed  to  have  caufed  the 
French  general  to  relinquiih  his  deiign  on  Sligo, 
He  diredled  his  inarch  by  Drum  man  air  toward 
Manorhamilton  in  the  county  of  Leitrim,  leaving 
on  the  road,  for  the  fake  of  expedition,  three  Ex- 
pounders dismounted,  and  throwing  live  pieces 
more  of  artillery  over  the  bridge  at  Drummahair 
into  the  water.  In  approaching  Manorhamilton 
he  Suddenly  wheeled  to  the  right,  taking  his  way 
by  Drumkerin,  perhaps  with  deiign  of  attempting,- 
if  poffible,  to  reach  Granard  in  the  county  of 
Longford,  where  an  alarming  infurre&ion  had 
taken  place.  Crawford’s  troops  hung  fo  elofe  on 
the  rear-guard  of  the  French  as  to  come  to  aflion 
with  it  on  the  7th,  between  Drumihambo  and 
Ballynamore,  in  which  a&ion  they  were  repulfed 
with  feme  lofs,  and  admoniihed  to  obferve  more 
caution  in  the  purfuit. 

The  French  army,  paffing  the  Shannon  at  Bab 
lintra,  and  halting  fome  hours  in  the  night  at 
Cloone,  arrived  at  Baliinamuck  on  the  8th  of 
September,  fo  clofely  followed  by  the  troops  of 
colonel  Crawford  and  general  Lake,  that  its  rear- 
guard  was  unable  to  break  the  bridge  at  Ballintra 
to  impede  the  purfuit ; while  lord  Cornwall  is,  with 
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the  grand  army  eroding  the  fame  fiver  at  Carrick- 
on-Shannon,  marched  by  Mohill  to  Saint-Johnftown 
in  the  county  of  Longford,  to  intercept  it  in  front, 
in  its  way  to  Granard  ; by  which  movement  it  was 
reduced  to  fuch  a fituation  that,  if  it  fhould  pro- 
ceed, it  mud  inevitably  be  furrounded  by  Britifh 
forces  in  number,  I believe,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  thoufand,  and  commanded  by  one  of  the 
mod  accomplilhed  generals  of  the  age.  In  this 
defperate  fituation  Humbert  arranged  his  forces, 
with  no  other  obje£L  that  I can  conceive,  than  to 
maintain  the  honor  of  the  French  arms.  The 
fear-guard  being  attacked  by  colonel  Crawford* 
about  two  hundred  infantry  furrendered.  The 
red  continued  to  defend  themfelves  for  above  half 
an  hour,  when,  on  the  appearance  of  the  main  body 
of  general  Lake’s  army,  they  alfo  furrendered.  The 
rebel  auxiliaries,  who  had  accompanied  the  French 
to  this  fatal  field,  being  excluded  from  quarter, 
fled  in  all  dire&ions,  and  were  purfued  with 
daughter.  The  number  of  their  flain  is  reported 
to  have  been  five  hundred,  which  feems  much 
lefs  to  exceed  the  truth  than  returns  of  flain  in  the 
fouth-eafiern  parts  of  Ireland.  Notwithflanding 
its  diminution  by  defertions  in  its  march,  the  force 
of  the  rebels,  accompanying  the  French  army,  is 
laid  to  have  confifted  of  fifteen  hundred  men  at 
the  time  of  this  furrendry.  The  lofs  of  the  king’s 
troops  is  dated  at  three  privates  killed,  twelve 
wounded,  three  miffing,  and  one  officer  wounded, 
lieutenant  Stephens  of  the  carabineers.  The 
troops  of  general  Humbert  were  found,  when 
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prifoners,  to  conftft  of  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  privates,  and  ninety-fix  officers;  having  fuft 
tained  a 1 .fs  of  two  hundred  and  eighty -eight  fmce 
their  firft  landing  atKillala. 

The  prudence  of  lord  Cornwallis  in  the  plan  of 
his  movements,  in  a line  between  the  invading 
force  and  the  interior  country,  is  evinced,  beftde 
other  circumftances,  from  an  infurre&ion  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Granard,  which  had  place  while 
the  French  were'  marching  from  Cafllebar,  and 
had  been  defigned  to  make  a powerful  diverfion 
in  their  favour,  and  even  to  afford  them  a commo- 
dious poft,  whence  they  might  more  conveniently 
dire6t  their  operations  againft  the  metropolis.  The 
united  confpiracy  had  been  embraced  by  multi- 
tudes in  the  neighbouring  counties,  particularly 
in  that  of  Longford,  where  men  of  property  had 
efpoufed  the  caufe.  Their  plan  is  faid  to  have 
been  to  rife  at  the  fummons  of  their  chiefs  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Granard,  to  feize  that  poft,  and 
then  with  augmented  hofts  to  attack  the  town  of 
Cavan,  where  confiderable  (lores  of  arms  and  am- 
munition were  depofited.  They  nearly  furprifed 
the  former  town  ; a body  faid  to  confift  of 
thoufand,  but  probably  two  or  three  thoufand} 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Weftmeath  and 
Longford,  advancing  againft  it  in  the  morning  of 
the  5th  of  September,  before  any  confiderable 
force  could  be  procured  for  its  protedlion.  Moft 
critically,  captain  Cottingham  of  the  Cavan  and 
Ballyhaife  yeoman  infantry,  arrived  with  eighty- 
five  men  for  its  defence,  after  an  extremely  expe- 
ditious 
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ditious  march  from  Cavan,  between,  feven  and 
weight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  rebels  had 
come  within  fight  of  the  town,  under  the  conduct 
of  Alexander  Dennifton,  a yeoman  lieutenant,  of 
the  Maftrim  cavalry,  who  had  deferted  his  troop 
to  join  the  infurgents. 

Cottingham’s  force,  compofed  wholly  of  yeo- 
men, confifled  of  only  a hundred  and  fifty-feven 
infantry  and  forty-nine  cavalry.  He  chofe  a firong 
pofition  between  the  aiTailants  and  the  town,  on 
£he  hill  on  which  Granard  is  built ; but  obferving 
that  the  rebels,  who  had  at  firft  advanced  in  one 
column,  divided  into  three  to  furround  his  little 
army,  he  retreated  to  another  pofition  flill  nearer 
to  the  town.  Here,  prote&ed  by  a bank  and  other 
fences,  the  yeomen  awaited  the  onfet  of  the 
enemy,  who,  driving  before  them  a multitude  of 
cattle,  which  the  defenfive  party  turned  afide 
without  falling  into  confufion,  advanced  very  clofe 
to  their  line,  and  received  a defiru&ive  difeharge 
of  mufketry.  They  perfevered  however  in  their 
attempt,  with  long  intervals  of  paufe,  during  five 
hours,  from  between  nine  and  ten  in  the  morning 
till  between  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  when 
they  fled  and  were  purfued  with  Daughter.  The 
number  of  their  flam  is,  in  the  captain’s  official 
account,  laid  to  have  exceeded  four  hundred,  and 
in  an  anonymous  account  nearly  twice  as  many 
are  afferted  to  have  fallen  ; while  of  the  royal 
party  not  one  was  killed,  and  only  two  flightly 
wounded.  The  gallant  officer,  whofe  condudl  on 
that  day,  with  that  of  the  men  under  his  command, 

gave 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


246 

gave  a confpicuous  proof  of  the  e He  dual  fervice  of 
yeoman  infantry,  was,  in  proportion  to  his  a&ual 
merit,  lefs  inclined  to  exaggeration  ; I cannot  fup- 
pofe  that  fo  many  as  two  hundred  could  have  fal- 
len. Befide  the  officers,  three  gentlemen  are 
much  praifed  for  their  behaviour  on  this  occafion5 
Andrew  Bell  of  Drumkeel,  and  Moutray  Erfkine, 
who  volunteered,  and  Ralph  Dopping  who  de- 
fended the  entrance  into  the  town  by  the  barracks. 
This  vidory  was  of  great  importance,  fince  it  pre- 
vented the  fpreading  of  the  infurredion,  and  thofe 
murders  and  devaluations  which  mud;  have  been 
its  confequences. 

The  firongeft  column  of  the  rebels,  compofed 
of  inhabitants  ofWeftmeath,  direded  their  march, 
after  their  defeat,  to  Wilfen’s  Hofpital,  an  edifice 
ereded  for  charitable  purpofes,  the  maintenance 
of  twenty  aged  men  and  a hundred  boys,  in  the 
!aft  mentioned  county,  fix  miles  from  Mullingar, 
from  a legacy  bequeathed  by  Andrew  Wilfon  of 
Piersfield.  This  building  had  already  been  feized 
and  plundered  in  the  morning  of  the  fame  day,  by 
another  body  of  rebels,  who,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  defeated  column,  were  taking  meafures,  (wTe 
are  told)  to  butcher  on  the  fucceeding  day,  the  6th 
of  September,  twenty-eight  proteflants,  who  had 
been  brought  thither  prifoners  from  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  when  they  were  prevented  by 
the  approach  of  a final!  body  of  troops,  about  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  This  was  a force  col- 
leded  with  great  diligence  by  Lord  Longford, 
compofed  of  yeomen  and  Argyle  fencibles,  the 
whole  flated  by  fome  at  between  two  and  three 
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hundred,  by  others  at  twice  as  many.  The  fencibles 
commanded  by  major  Porter,  who  brought  one  field 
piece  for  the  attack.  A large  body  of  the  rebels,  of 
whom  about  five  hundred  are  faid  to  have  been 
armed  with  firelocks,  marched  from  the  hofpital 
to  meet  thefe  troops  near  the  village  of  Bunbrufna. 
After  an  abortive  attempt  of  fome  of  their  party 
to  feize  the  field  piece  by  an  impetuous  onfet,  in 
which,  by  a aifcharge  of  grape-fhot,  many  of 
them  fuffered,  the  infurgents  maintained  not  the 
combat  long.  In  their  flight  a party  took  fhelter 
in  a farm-houfe  and  offices  which  were  in  confe- 
quence  burned ; and  probably  many  wretches 
perifhed  in  the  flames.  The  troops,  as  da\ light 
failed,  la)  on  their  arms  all  night,  with  intention 
to  attack  the  hofpital  in  the  morning  ; but  they 
found  it  then  evacuated  by  the  infurgents,  whofe 
lofs  of  men  is  reported  by  very  doubtful  authority 
to  have  been  near  two  hundred  in  killed  and 
w ounded  ; while  that  of  the  royal  troops  was  only 
two  men  of  the  artillery,  fhot  by  one  rebel  from 
behind  a hedge. 

So  fpeedy  a fuppreffion  of  the  rebels  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Granard,  wffio  no  more,  after 
thele  defeats  by  fo  fmall  a force,  alTembled  in 
arms,  might,  with  the  furrendry  of  the  French 
army  two  days  after  at  Ballinamuck,  be  fuppofed 
fufficient  to  intimidate  the  refl  of  the  rebels  in  the 
weftern  parts  into  a relinquifhment  of  all  thoughts 
of  a continuation  of  reflftance.  Yet  in  thofe  terri- 
tories of  the  county  of  Mayo,  where  they  had  firft 
rifen  to  affifl:  the  invaders,  they  flill  perfevered  in  a 
ftate  of  infurredlion.  Intelligence  indeed  of  Hum- 
bert’s 
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bert’s  furrendry  arrived  not  in  thefe  parts  for  feme 
days  after  ; and  before  its  arrival,  Cafllebar,  which, 
on  its  evacuation  by  the  French,  had  been  occu- 
pied by  the  king’s  troops,  was  attacked  in  the 
morning  of  the  12th  of  September,  by  a body  of 
rebels,  reported  to  be  two  thoufand  in  number. 
The  garrifon,  con  lift  ing  of  fifty- feven  Frafer 
fenfibles,  thirty-four  volunteers  (including  boys), 
and  one  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry,  was  fo  judici- 
oufiy  polled  by  captain  Urquart  of  the  Frafers,  as 
„ to  completely  rout  the  afTailants,  whole  object  was 
at  leaft  to  plunder  the  town,  perhaps  alfo,  as  has 
been  aflerted,  to  murder  all  the  pr.oteftant  inhabit- 
ants, and  even  the  loyal  Romanifts.  The  honour 
of  the  town’s  prefervation  is  aferibed  to  captain 
Urquart,  who  refolved  on  its  defence,  contrary,  as 
is  faid,  to  the  opinion  of  a gentleman  there,  who 
advifed  its  evacuation  and  the  dereliction  of  all 
to  the  plunderers. 

Mod  of  the  towns  which  had  fallen  into  the, 
hands  of  the  rebels  were  about  this  time  recover- 
ed, as  Newport  and  Weftport,  by  the  fenfibles  aud 
yeomen,  under  the  Hon.  Dennis  Browae,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Altamont,  and  captain  Urquart ; 
but  Ballina  and  Killala  remained  fome  time  longer 
in  their  poiTeflion.  On  his  march  from  Cafilebar, 
on  the  4th  of  September,  Humbert  had  left  no 
part  of  his  army  at  Killala  or  Ballina,  except  three 
officers  at  the  former,  and  one  at  the  latter,  to 
command  the  rebels  who  formed  the  garrifons  of 
thefe  towns.  Intelligence  was  received  by  thefe 
officers,  on  the  1 2th,  of  the  fate  of  their  army  at 
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Ballinamuck ; which  intelligence  was,  for  good 
reafons,  concealed  from  the  rebels,  until  they  were 
informed  by  feme  of  their  own  party,  who  had 
efcaped  from  the  daughter.  To  account  fatisfae- 
torily  for  the  tardinefs  of  the  king’s  troops  in  their 
march  to  thefe  pods,  where  the  loyalifls  were  in 
perpetual  danger  of  affaflination,  I am  not  furnifh- 
ed  with  materials  ; but  they  arrived  not  at  Balli- 
pa  till  the  2 2d  of  September,  about  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when,  after  a few  difeharges  of 
cannon  and  mufketry,  the  rebel  garrifon,  with  its 

commander,  a French  officer,  named  Tvu c3  fled 

.*  1 * •; 

toward  Kill  ala. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  thirty-two  days  after 
the  landing  of  the  French  army,  and  fifteen  after 
its  capture  at  Ballinamuck,  a large  body  of  troops 
arrived  at  Killala,  under  the  command  of  major- 
general  Trench,  who  would  have  been  a day  or 
two  later  in  hi§  arrival,  if  he  had  not  been  hafiened 
by  a mefiage  from  the  bifkop  of  Killala,  concern- 
ing the  extreme  danger  of  h}s  family,  and  the  reft 
of  the  loyalifts  in  that  town.  <c  The  peaceful  in- 
<c  habitants  of  Killala  were  now  to  be  fpe£lators 
sc  of  a feene  vffiich  they  had  never  expedled  to 
cc  behold — a battle  ! a fight  which  no  perfon  who 
f€  has  feen  it  once,  and  pofleffes  the  feelings  of  a 
“ human  creature,  tvould  choofe  to  witnefs  a fe- 
“ cond  time.  A troop  of  fugitives  in  full  race 
<e  from  Ballina — women  and  children  tumbling 
€C  over  one  another  to  get  into  the  cafile,  or  into 
fc  any  houfe  in  the  town  where  they  might  hope 
|qr  a momentary  fhelter— continued  for  a pain- 

“ ful 
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fill  length  of  time  to  give  notice  of  the  approach 
“ of  an  army. 

<£  The  rebels  quitted  their  camp  to  occupy  the 
cc  rifingground  clofe  by  the  town,  on  the  road  to 
<c  Ballina,  polling  themfelves  under  the  low  Hone 
cc  walls  on  each  fide  in  fuch  a manner  as  enabled 
“ them  with  great  advantage  to  take  aim  at  the 
<e  king’s  troops.  They  had  a llrong  guard  alfo  on 
cc  the  other  fide  of  the  town  toward  Foxford,  hav- 
cc  ing  probably  received  intelligence,  which  was 
cc  true,  that  general  Trench  had  divided  his  forces 
ce  at  Crofmaiina,  and  fent  one  part  of  them  by  a 
cc  detour  o.f  three  miles  to  intercept  the  fugitives 
<e  that  might  take  that  courfein  their  flight.  This 
“ lall  detachment  confifled  chiefly  of  the  Kerry 
cc  militia,  under  the  orders  of  lieutenant-colonel 
ec  Crolbie,  and  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  the  knight 
“ of  Kerry;  their  colonel,  the  earl  of  Glandore, 
<c  attending  the  general.  It  is  a circumftance, 
<c  which  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  by  the  loy- 
ec  alifts  of  Killala,  that  the  Kerry  militia  were  fo 
<c  wrought  upon  by  the  exhortations  of  thofe  two 
cc  fpirited  officers,  to  lofe  no  time  to  come  to  the 
cc  relief  of  their  preriffiing  friends,  that  they  ap- 
‘c  peared  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town  at  the  fame 
6C  inllant  with  their  fellows  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
“ though  they  had  a league  more  of  road  to  per- 
cc  form. 

cc  The  two  divifions  of  the  royal  army  wrere 
cc  fuppofed  to  make  up  about  twelve  hundred 
“ men,  and  they  had  five  pieces  of  cannon.  The 

“ number 
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^ number  of  the  rebels  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Many  ran  away  before  the  engagement,  while 
•>£  a very  confiderable  number  flocked  into  the 
4£  town  in  the  very  heat  of  it,  palling  under  the 
£C  caflle  windows  in  view  of  the  French  officers  on 
£C  horfeback,  running  upon  death  with  as  little 
<£  appearance  of  reflexion  or  concern,  as  if  they 
cc  were  hafteningto  a fhow.  About  four  hundred 
££  of  thefe  mifguided  men  fell  in  the  battle,  and 
££  immediately  after  it.  Whence  it  may  be  eon- 
££  je£lured  that  their  entire  number  Scarcely  ex- 
£C  cecded  eight  or  nine  hundred.”*  To  account 
for  fo  great  a daughter,  we  are  to  o.bferve  from  the 
fame  excellent  narrative  from  which  I have  al- 
ready tranfcribed,  that  they  met  with  death  on 
every  fide  where  they  attempted  to  efcape ; for, 
when  driven  from  their  poll  outflde  the  town  by  a 
flanking  fire  of  the  Soldiery,  they  fled  in  all  direc- 
tions, they  were  furioufly  purSued  by  the  Roxburgh 
Cavalry,  who  Slaughtered  many  in  the  fireets,  and 
were  either  intercepted  at  the  other  end  of  the 
town  by  the  Kerry  militia,  or  dire&ed  their  flight 
to  the  Shore,  where  alSo  “ the  fugitives  were  Swept 
££  away  by  Scores,  a cannon  being  placed  on  the 
££  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay,  which  did  great  execu- 

££  tion.”f 

The  purfuit  of  the  cavalry  into  the  town  C£  was 
C(  not  agreeable  to  military  pradlice,  according  to 

£C  which 

* A narrative  of  what  palled  at  Killala,  by  an  eye-witaefs* 
fuppofed  to  be  the  bilhop  of  Kiilala.  Dublin,  1800. 


f Idem. 
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*c  which  it  is  ufual  to  commit  the  aflfault  of  a town 
<c  to  the  infantry  ; but  here  the  general  wifely 
(C  reverfed  the  mode,  in  order  to  prevent  the  re- 
{C  bels,  by  a rapid  purfuit,  from  taking  fhelter  in 
£C  the  houfes  of  the  towns-folk,  a circumftance 
<c  which  was  likely  to  provoke  indifcriminate 
cc  flaughter  and  pillage.  The  meafure  was  at- 
cc  tended  with  the  defired  fuccefs.  A confiderable 
<c  number  was  cut  down  in  the  ftreets,  and  of  the 
cc  remainder  but  a few  were  able  to  efcape  into 
cc  the  houfes.  Some  of  the  defeated  rebels,  how- 
ec  ever,  did  force  their  way  into  houfes,  and  by 
cc  confequence  brought  mifchief  upon  the  inno- 
<c  cent  inhabitants,  without  benefit  to  themfelves. 
<c  The  firft  houfe,  after  paffing  the  bifhop’s,  is  that 
<c  of  Mr.  William  Kirkwood  ; its  fituation  expoftd 
cc  it  on  this  occafion  to  peculiar  danger,  as  it  fronts 
cc  the  main  ftreet,  which  was  raked  entirely  by  a 
<c  line  of  fire.  A flying  rebel  had  burfi  through 
£C  the  door,  followed  by  fix  or  feven  foldiers:  they 
cc  poured  a volley  of  mufketry  after  him,  which 
cc  proved  fatal  to  Mr.  Andrew  Kirkwood,  a molt 
cc  loyal  and  refpe£table  citizen,  while  he  was  re- 
£C  joicing  at  the  vi61ory,  and  in  the  very  a6t  of 
“ fhouting  out  £ God  fave  the  King’ ! * In  fpite 

c<  of 

* The  killing  ot  loyalifts  by  the  king’s  troops  had  place,  ic 
feems,  in  the  wed  as  well  astheeaftof  Ireland.  The  proteftants 
of  a village  called  Carrovvearden,  near  ICillala,  having  been  brought 
away  prifoners  by  a body  of  rebels,  were,  on  the  rout  of  that 
body  by  an  army  from  Sligo  marching  to  Killala,  unde*  lord 
Portarlington,  put  to  death -by  the  foldiery. 
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*c  of  the  exertions  of  the  general  and  his  officers, 
*c  the  town  exhibited  almoft  all  the  marks  of  a 
<c  place  taken  by  florm.  Some  hotifes  were  per- 
4t  forated  like  a riddle  : mod  of  them  had  their 
cc  doors  and  windows  deftroyed ; the  trembling 
“ inhabitants  fcarcely  ei'caping  with  life,  by  lying 
“ proflrate  on  the  floor.  Nor  was  it  till  the  clofe 
<c  of  next  day  that  their  ears  were  relieved  from 
cc  the  horrid  found  of  mufkets  difcharged  every 
<c  minute  at  flying  and  powerlefs  rebels.  The 
<c  plague  of  war  fo  often  vifits  the  world  that  we 
<£  are  apt  to  liften  to  any  defcription  of  it  with 
ec  the  indifference  of  fatiety : it  is  the  a&ual  in- 
fiC  fpe&ion  only,  that  fhews  the  monfler  in  its  pro- 
€C  per  and  full  deformity.”  f 

The  town  of  Killala,  thus  recovered  by  his  ma- 
jefty’s  forces,  had  been  thirty-two  days  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  French  and  rebels.  Of  the  tranfac- 
tions  which  occurred  thefe  during  that  period,  the 
public  is  favoured  with  an  interefling  narrative, 
univerfally  fuppofed  to  be  the  production  of  the 
learned  Dr.  Stock,  lord  bifhop  of  Killala,  who, 
with  his  family,  was  all  that  time  in  the  hands  of 
the  invaders  and  their  auxiliaries.  This  narrative 
is  valuable,  flnce  it  is  calculated  for  the  preven- 
tion of  thofe  errors  which,  from  the  want  of  fuch 
authentic  and  impartial  documents,  are-  apt  to 
creep  into  hiftory,  and  to  become  fo  eftablifhed  by 
time  as  if  they  were  unqueflionable  faCls.  It  is 
extremely  honourable  to  the  writer,  flnce  it 

evinces 


f Narrative  of  what  pafltd  at  Killala.  &c 
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evinces  a genuine  goodnefs  of  heart,  and  a mind 
fo  cultivated,  fo  candid,  fo  elevated  above  vulgar 
prejudices  and  the  fervile  fear  of  party,  as  to  dis- 
cern and  publicly  acknowledge  the  virtues  of  an 
enemy. 

The  vifitation  of  his  clergy  had  been  appointed 
by  the  bifhop  to  be  held  on  the  2.3d  of  Auguft  5 
but  the  unfavourable  winds  which  eaufed  the  de- 
barkation of  the  French  troops  in  the  bay  of  Kil- 
lala  on  the  22d,  furnifhed  him  with  company  of  a 
very  different  kind.  In  his  misfortune,  however, 
he  had  the  great  confolation  of  finding  that,  ex- 
cept his  rebel  countrymen,  the  enemies  into  whole 
hands  he  had  fallen  were  polite  and  generous. 
€c  Humbert  defired  him  to  be  under  no  apprehen- 
c<  fion — himfelf  and  all  his  people  fhould  be  treat- 
*c  ed  with  refpedlful  attention,  and  nothing  fhould 
cc  be  taken  by  the  French  troops  but  what  was 
*c  abfolutely  neceffary  for  their  fupport ; a pro- 
fe  mife  which,  as  long  as  thefe  troops  continued 
€C  in  Killala,  w as  mojt  religmijly  objerved , excepting 
n only  a fmall  fally  of  ill  humour  or  roughnefs  on 
<c  the  part  of  the  commander  toward  the  bifhop.’5 
The  caufe  of  this  piece  of  roughnefs  was,  that 
boats  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  artillery  and 
llores  from  the  fliips,  and  cars  and  norfes  for  the 
forwarding  of  them  by  land,  could  not  be  procur- 
ed by  the  general,  by  the  offer  of  high  prices  or 
other  means,  till  addrefling  the  bifhop  as  the  prin- 
cipal perfonage,  and  telling  him  that  he  muff  pro- 
cure thefe  neceffaries  for  him,  he  pretended,  on 
the  failure  of  a commnnlfion  which  the  bifhop 

could 
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could  not  execute,  toburft  into  a violent  rage,  and 
to  fend  his  lordfhip  & prifoner  to  France.  This 
produced  the  effcft  intended.  The  owners  of  the 
requifite  vehicles  immediately  made  their  appear- 
ance to  lave  the  bifhop,  who  received  the  apology 
of  the  general  for  the  feverity  with  which  the  fitu- 
ationof  his  affairs  had  conftrained  him  to  acb 
The  candid  writer  thus  defcribes  the  little  army 
of  invaders.  cc  Intelligence,  activity,  temperance, 
<c  patience,  to  a furprifing  degree,  appeared  to  be 
<c  combined  in  the  foldiery  that  came  over  with 
sc  Humbert,  together  with  the  exa&eft  obedience 
cc  to  difcipline.  Yet,  if  you  except  the  grena- 
<c  diers,  they  had  nothing  to  catch  the  eye.  Their 
“ feature  for  the  mod  part  was  low,  their  complex- 
cc  ions  pale  and  fallow,  their  clothes  much  the 
cc  worfe  for  the  wear:  to  a fuperficial  oblerver 
<c  they  would  have  appeared  incapable  of  endur- 
“ ing  almoft  any  hardlhip.  Thefe  were  the  men, 
cc  however,  of  whom  it  was  prefently  obferved, 
ec  that  they  could  be  well  content  to  live  on  bread 
cc  or  potatoes,  to  drink  water,  to  make  the  ftones 
“ of  the  ftreet  their  bed,  and  to  fleep  in  their 
cc  clothes,  with  no  covering  but  the  canopy  of 
<c  heaven.  One  half  of  their  number  had  ferved 
cc  in  Italy  under  Buonaparte  ; the  reft  were  of  the 
cc  army  of  the  Rhine,  where  they  had  differed  dif- 
sc  treftes  that  well  accounted  for  thin  perfons  and 
“ wan  looks.  Several  of  them  declared,  with  all 
“ the  marks  of  lincerity,  that  at  the  fiege  of  Mentz, 
“ during  the  preceding  winter,  they  had  for  a 
*c  long  time  ftept  on  the  ground  in  holes  made 

££  four 
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**  four  feet  deep  under  the  fnow.  And  an  officer, 
££  pointing  to  his  leather  fmall-clothes,  affured  the 
“ biffiap  that  he  had  not  taken  them  off  for  2 
££  twelvemonth 

Ck  Humbert,  the  leader  of  this  lingular  body  of 
££  men,  was  himfelf  as  extraordinary  a perfonage 
“ as  any  in  his  army.  Of  a good  height  andffiape,- 
6£  in  the  full  vigour  of  life,  prompt  to  decide,  quick 
<£  in  execution,  apparently  matter  of  his  art,  you 
&£  could  not  refule  him  the  praife  of  a good  officer, 
c£  while  his  phyfiognomy  forbade  you  to  like  hiiri 
££  as  a man.  His  eye,  which  wasfmall  2nd  tteepy, 
C£  (the  effedt,  probably,  of  much  watching)  catt  a 
c£  fide-long  glance  of  infid  ioufnefe  and  even  of 
£C  cruelty:  it  was  the  eye  of  a cat  preparing  to 
C£  fpring  upon  her  prey.  His  education  and  man- 
C£  ners  were  indicative  of  a perfon  fprung  from  the 
C£  lowett  orders  of  fociety,  though  he  knew  how 
££  (as  moll  of  his  countrymen  can  do)  to  affume, 
where  it  was  convenient,  the  deportment  of  a 
££  gentleman.  For  learning,  he  had  fcarcely 
f£  enough  to  enable  him  to  write  his  name.  His 
“ paffions  were  furious,  and  all  his  behaviour 
ct  feemed  marked  with  the  characters  of  roughnefs 
and  violence.  A narrower  obfervation  of  him, 
££  however,  ferved  to  difcover,  that  much  of  this 
“ roughnefs  was  the  refult  of  art,  being  affumed 
<£  with  the  view  of  extorting  by  terror  a *eady 
compliance  with  his  commands.  Of  this  truth 
t£  the  biffiop  himfelf  was  one  of  the  firtt  who  had 
44  occafion  to  be  made  fenfible/’— as  has  been  al- 
ready related. 
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The  officer  left  by  Humbert  at  Killala,  in  com- 
mand, “ lieutenant-colonel  Charoft,  had  attained 
<£  to  the  age  of  five-and-forty.  He  was  born  in 
cc  Paris,  the  ion  (as  the  writer  was  toid)  of  a watch- 
<£  maker  in  that  city,  who  fent  him  over  early  to 
£C  fome  connexions  in  St.  Domingo,  where  he  was 
££  fortunate  to  marry  a wife  with  a plantation  for 
<c  her  dowry,  which  yielded  him,  before  the  trou- 
,c  bles,  an  income  of  two  thoufancl  pounds  fierling 
cc  per  annum.  By  the  unhappy  war,  which  hill 
££  defolates  that  iftand,  he  loft  every  thing,  even 
£C  to  his  wife,  and  his  only  child,  a daughter:  they 
C£  were  taken  on  their  paffage  to  France,  and  fent 
cc  away  to  Jamaica.  His  eyes  would  fill  when 
££  he  told  the  family  that  he  had  not  feen  thefe 
££  dear  relatives  for  fix  years  paft,  nor  even  had 
<£  tidings  of  them  for  the  laft  three  years.  On  his 
C£  return  to  France  he  had  embraced  the  military 
<£  life,  and  had  rifen  by  due  degrees  to  the  rank 
*c  which  he  now  filled.  He  had  a plain,  good 
“ underftanding.  Fie  feemed  carelefs  or  doubt- 
cc  ful  of  revealed  religion,  but  faid  that  he  believ- 
“ ed  in  God,  was  inclined  to  think  that  there  muft 
be  a future  ftate,  and  wras  very  fure  that,  while 
c"  he  lived  in  this  wmrld,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  all 
C£  the  good  to  his  fellow-creatures  that  he  could. 
££  Tet  what  he  did  not  exhibit  in  his  own  condu<ft, 
C£  he  appeared  to  refpedl  in  others ; for  he  took 
e£  care  that  no  noife  nor  difturbance  fhould  be 
£C  made  in  the  caftle  on  Sundays,  while  the  family 
and  many  proteftants  from  the  towm  were  aft 
5C  fembled  in  the  library  at  their  devotions.’5 

*s  “ Boudet, 
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<c  Boudet,  the  next  in  rank  to  the  commandant., 
<e  was  a captain  of  foot,  a native  of  Normandy, 
“ twenty-eight  years  of  age.  His  father,  he  laid, 
c;  was  ftill  living,  though  fixty-feven  years  old 
<c  when  he  was  born.  His  height  was  fix  feet  two 
“ inches.  In  perfon,  complexion,  and  gravity, 
cc  he  was  no  inadequate  reprefentation  of  the 
ce  knight  of  La  Mancha,  whole  example  he  fol- 
ce  lowed  in  a recital  of  his  own  prowefs  and  won- 
cc  derful  exploits,  delivered  in  meafured  language, 
cc  and  an  impofing  ferioufnefs  of  afpe<ft.”  The 
writer  afcribes  to  him  vanity,  pride,  and  an  irafci- 
ble  temper:  but  believed  him  to  have  more  than 
an  ordinary  fhare  of  feeling;  and  that  his  integrity 
and  courage  appeared  unqueftionable  ; and  fays, 
“ on  the  whole,  when  we  became  familiariied 
<s  to  his  failings,  we  faw  reafon  every  day  to  re* 
“ fpedl  his  virtues.” 

Another  French  officer  defcribed  by  this  writer 
•wasPonfon,  only  five  feet  and  a half  in  ftature,but 
a&uated  by  an  unremitted  flow  of  animal  fpirits, 
and  incefTantlv  noify.  “ He  was  hardy,  and  pati- 
cc  ent  to  admiration  of  labour  and  want  of  reft. 
cc  A continued  watching  of  five  days  and  nights 
“ together,  when  the  rebels  were  growing  defpe- 
cc  rate  for  prey  and  mifchief,  did  not  appear  to 
“ fink  his  fpirits  in  the  fmalleft  degree.  He  was 
<c  ftri&ly  honeft,  and  could  not  bear  the  want  of 
<c  this  quality  in  others  ; fo  that  his  patience  was 
<c  pretty  well  tried  by  his  Irifh  allies:”  but  he  ex- 
preffed  a contempt  of  the  forms  of  religion,  to  an 
excefs  which  is  juftly  afcribed  to  cc  vanity,  the  mi- 

<c  ferable 
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€e  ferable  affeflation  of  appearing  to  be  more 
<f  wicked  than  he  really  was/’  A fifth  officer, 
named  True,  is  deferibed  as  a man  of  brutal  be- 
haviour, and  of  an  appearace  correfponding  to  his 
chara$er—c<  a front  of  brafs,  an  inceflant  fraudful 
“ fimile,  manners  altogether  vulgar,  and  in  his 
drefs  and  perfon  a negledl  of  cleanlinefs  even 
cc  beyond  the  affedled  negligence  of  republicans.” 
The  characters  of  thefe  officers  may  be  little  in 
terefting  to  fome  readers,  but  they  were  far  from 
being  matters  of  no  concern  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Kiilala  and  its  neighbourhood.  If  they  had  all 
been  of  the  fame  difpofition  as  True,  or  even  if 
they  had  not  been  men  of  a&ive  humanity,  the 
county  of  Mayo  might  have  exhibited  feenes  of 
maifacre  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford ; fince  without  their  exertions  the  proteftants 
would  have  been  imprifoned  by  the  rebels,  as  hoh 
t'ages,  on  whom  the  deaths  of  their  affociates, 
taken  prifoners  and  hanged  by  the  king’s  army, 
fhould  be  retaliated.  Highly  indeed  to  the  honor 
of  the  French  forces  in  general,  the  ingenuous  nar- 
rator of  the  transactions  at  Kiilala,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing teflimony  with  refpedt  to  the  behaviour  of 
Humbert’s  army.  <c  And  here  it  would  be  an  a£t 
cc  of  great  injuftice  to  the  excellent  difeipline, 
“ conftantly  maintained  by  thefe  invaders  wffiile 
6C  they  remained  in  our  town,  not  to  remark,  that 
with  every  temptation  to  plunder,  which  the 
cc  time,  and  the  number  of  valuable  articles  with- 
cc  in  their  reach,  prefented  to  them  in  the  biffiop’s 
fC  palace,  from  a fideboard  of  plate  and  gl aides,  a 

s z €C  hall 
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“ hall  filled  with  hats,  whips,  and  great  coats,  23 
“ well  of  the  guefis  as  of  the  family,  not  a {ingle 
<c  particular  of  private  property  was  found  to  have 
“ been  carried  away,  when  the  owners,  after  the 
<c  firfi  fright  was  over,  came  to  look  for  their  ef- 
fC  feds,  which  was  not  for  a day  or  two  after  the 
“ landing.  Immediately  upon  entering  the  din- 
“ ing-room,  a French  officer  had  called  for  the 
cc  biffiop’s  butler,  and  gathering  up  the  fpoons 
“ and  glafles,  had  defired  him  to  take  them  to  his 
“ pantry.  Befide  the  entire  ufe  of  other  apart- 
sc  ments,  during  the  flay  of  the  French  in  Killala, 
u the  attick  fiory,  containing  a library  and  three 
bed-chambers,  continued  facred  to  the  biffiop 
<c  and  his  family.  And  fo  fcrupulous  was  the  de- 
*c  licacy  of  the  French  not  to  diflurb  the  female 
<c  part  of  the  houfe,  that  not  one  of  them  was  ever 
ce  feen  to  go  higher  than  the  middle  floor,  except 
*c  on  the  evening  of  their  fuccefs  at  Cafilebar, 
<c  when  two  officers  begged  leave  juA  to  carry  to 
ffc  the  family  the  news  of  the  battle,  and  feemed 
‘c  a little  mortified  that  the  intelligence  was  re- 
Ci  ceived  with  an  air  of  diffatisfa&ion.” 

This  army,  however,  fo  refpe&ful  of  perfons  and 
private  property,  had  come  into  the  kingdom  def~ 
titute  of  money  for  the  advancement  of  their  en- 
terprife.  Its  leaders  promifed  that  “ ready  money 
ct  was  to  come  over  in  the  ffiips  expecled  every 
ce  day  from  France  : in  the  mean  time,  whatever 
<c  was  brought  in  voluntarily,  or  taken  by  necef- 
« fity,  to  anfwer  the  occafions  of  the  army,  fhould 

“ be 
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“ be  pun&ually  paid  for  in  drafts  on  the  future 
“ diredory  of  Ireland,  of  which  the  owners  of  the 
“ goods  demanded  were  courteoufly  invited  to 
'£  accept.  For  the  firft  two  or  three  days  many 
s<  people  did  apply  for  fuch  drafts  to  the  French 
*£  commiffary  of  ftores,  whofe  whole  timeappear- 
£C  ed  to  be  taken  up  with  writing  them.  Indeed 
“ the  bifhop  himfelf  was  of  opinion  that  the  lofers 
££  would  act  wifely  to  accept  of  them,  not,  asdie 
C£  told  the  people,  that  they  would  ever  produce 
c<  payment  where  it  was  promifed,  but  becaufe 
ce  they  might  ferve  as  documents  to  our  own  go- 
*c  vernment,  when,  at  a future  period  it  fhould 
££  come  to  inquire  into  the  Ioffes  fu Gained  by  its 
£C  loyal  fubje&s.  The  trouble,  however,  of  the 
£C  commiffary,  in  iffuing  drafts  on  a bank  in  prof- 
££  pcd,  was  not  of  long  duration.  The  people 
“ lmiled  firft,  and  he  joined  himfelf  in  the  fmile 
££  at  laft,  when  he  offered  the  airy  fecurity.”— 
Thus  though  private  plunder  for  the  emolument 
of  individuals  was  neither  allowed  nor  pra<ftifed, 
yet  the  neceffitous  condition  in  which  this  army 
landed,  obliged  its  leaders  to  adopt  this  mode  of 
public,  regulated  plunder  for  its  fubfiftence.  If 
cafh  had  not  been  wanting  to  the  rulers  of  France, 
they  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  a&ed  from  policy 
in  fending  none  into  a country  which  muft  remain 
hoftile,  if  the  invafion  fhould  prove  abortive  ; and 
which  otherwife,  they  might  think,  ought  to  be 
obliged  to  fuftain  the  expences  of  its  own  revo- 
lution. 
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If  neceffity  obliged  the  French,  for  the  fapport 
of  their  enterprife,  to  adopt  a plan  of  public  plun- 
der, one  of  the  chief  incitements  to  the  unfortu- 
nate peafantry,  in  the  country  about  Killala,  to 
repair  to  the  dandard  of  thefe  invaders,  was  the 
third  of  private  pillage,  the  indulgence  of  which 
no  efforts  of  their  more  civilifed  affociates  could 
prevent.  Of  this  the  defpoiled  loyalids  of  Mayo 
felt  the  fad  effe£ls  through  a large  extent  of  coun- 
try. Here,  as  in  the  fouth-eadern  parts,  which  had 
already  fuffered  by  rebellion,  protedant  and  loyal- 
ill  were  terms  alrnod  fynonimous.  “ The  only  per- 
cc  fons  of  the  edablidied  church  who  took  arms 
cc  againfl  their  fovereign,  in  favour  of  the  invaders, 
cc  were  two  drunken  fots  of  Killala,  who  thinking 
cc  apoflacy  the  fitted  prelude  to  treafon,  before 
cc  they  embraced  the  French  party,  did  fil'd  pub- 
licly  declare  themfelves  converts  to  the  church 
“ of  Rome.*  That  enmity  to  the  protedant  reli- 
cc  gion  entered  into  the  motives  of  the  devadation 
“ m Connaught,  cannot  with  any  fhcw  of  reafon 
tc  be  denied,  finccitis  notorious  that,  except  dur- 
‘c  ing  the  indiferiminate  plunder  which  took  place 
<c  at  the  capture  of  Cadlebar,  very  few  indances 
cc  occurred,  throughout  the  province,  of  the  houfe 
<c  or  property  of  a Roman  catholic  being  injured 
<c  by  the  rebels, f 

The  miferable  bigotry  of  the  lower  claiTes  of 
Irilh  Romanids  was  very  inconfident  with  the 

notions 

# Narrative  of  tranfa&ions  at  Killala,  page  17. 
f Idem  , page  1 18. 
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notions  of  their  French  allies.  cc  The  wonder 
c*  was,”  lays  the  narrator  of  Killala,  “ how  the 
zealous  papifl  fhould  come  to  any  terms  of  agree- 
ment with  a fet  of  men,  who  boafled  openly  in 
our  hearing  c that  they  had  juft  driven  Mr  Pope 
* out  of  Italy,  and  did  not  expe£t  to  find  him  fo 
c fuddenly  in  Ireland.”  It  aftoniftied  the  French 
officers  to  hear  the  recruits,  wffiea  they  offered 
their  fervice,  declare,  c that  they  were  come  to 
‘ take  arms  for  France  and  the  Blejjed  Virgin .’  The 
conduct  of  the  feveral  priefts,  who  engaged  in  the 
fame  treafonable  enterprife,  was  yet  more  furpri- 
fing  than  that  of  their  people.  No  fet  of  men 
could  be  treated  with  more  apparent  marks  of 
diflike,  and  even  contempt,  than  thefe  were  by 
the  French,  though  againft  the  plaineft  fuggeftions 
of  policy,  which  recommended  attention  to  them, 
both  as  having  an  influence  over  their  flocks,  and 
as  ufeful  interpreters,  nioft  of  them,  from  their  fo- 
reign education,  being  able  to  fpeak  a little 
French.  Yet  the  commandant  would  not  truft  to 
their  interpretation  : if  he  wanted  to  know'  the 
truth,  he  waked  till  he  could  fee  the  bifhop”*  to 
interpret  for  him.  The  proteftants  of  Killala  en- 
joyed, under  the  prote61ionof  the  French  officers, 
the  privilege  of  attending  divine  fervice  every 
Sunday  in  the  biftiop’s  palace,  commonly  called  the 
caftle.  The  cathedral  remained  rhut,  and  the 
Romanifls  often  threatened  to  feize  it  for  their 
own  ufe  ; but  they  were  always  reftrained  by  tbe 
prefence  of  thefe  officers. 

While 
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While  a body  of  French  forces  remained  ifi 
Killala,  their  commanders  were  enabled  to  afford 
effe&ual  prote&ion  to  the  proteflants.  But  when 
thefe  troops  were  fummoned  elfe where,  and  no 
Frenchman  was  left,  except  three  officers.  Char  off, 
Boudet,  and  Ponfon,  the  profpetl  was  truly  hor- 
rible. Yet  Providence  was  kind  beyond  expec- 
tation, ct  Whatever  could  be  effe&ed  by  vigi- 
“ lance,  refolution,  and  conduft,  for  the  fafety 
“ of  a place  committed  to  them,  was  to  a furpri- 
cc  ling  degree  effe6led  for  the  diflritfl  of  Killala  by 
<c  thefe  three  French  officers,  without  the  fupport 
cc  of  a fmgle  foldier  of  their  own  country  ; and 
cc  that  for  the  long  fpace  of  twenty-three  days, 
cc  from  the  firft  of  September  to  the  day  of  the 
cc  battle,5’  or  recovery  of  Killala  by  the  King’s 
army.  As  the  Romanics,  notwithftanding  the 
orders  of  the  French  officers  for  that  purpofe, 
would  not  confent  that  proteflants  fhould  have 
arms  for  the  prote£lion  of  their  houfes  againft 
pillagers,  another  expedient  was  adopted.  “ The 
“ French,  it  was  faid,  had  divided  the  town  and 
fc  neighbourhood  of  Caftlebar  into  diflri&s,  ap- 
“ pointing  over  each  a municipal  officer  with  a 
“ guard  at  his  command,  properly  armed  for  the 
<c  public  defence  ; and  the  fcheme  had  there 
cc  the  deflred  fuccefs.  A proclamation  was  there^ 
* fore  iifued  for  eflablifliing  a fimilar  form  through 
the  canton  over  which  Charofl  prefided.  The 
country  was  thrown  into  departments : A ma- 
- fdftrate,  to  be  elefted  by  his  neighbours,  was  to 

• • ^ char?^  of  each  with  the  help  of  a guard  o 

<c  flxteen 
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cc.  fixteen  or  twenty  men  : arms  and  ammunition 
<£  were  to  be  diftributed  to  thefe,  under  an  exprefs 
“ dipulation,  that  neither  officers  nor  men  fhould 
“ be  marched  out  of  their  refpe£live  departments, 
<c  nor  employed  againd  their  fovereign,  not  in 
<c  any  fervice  except  that  of  keeping  the  peace. 
f<  The  town  of  Killala  was  committed  to  the  pro- 
“ te£lion  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  three 
“ bodies,  all  to  be  obfervant  of  the  orders  of  Mr. 
cc  James  Devitt,  the  civil  magiftrate  unanimoufiy 
<£  chofen  by  the  people,  becaufe  he  was  a iubdan- 
<c  tial  tradelman,  a Roman  catholic,  and  a man 
“ of  fenfe  and  moderation.  He  had  under  him 
C£  two  affifiants  of  his  own  religion.  The  benefits 
cc  of  this  regulation  were  felt  immediately  in  the 
efiablifbment  of  tolerable  order  and  quiet,  at 
<£  lead  in  and  about  the  town  ; and  without  doubt 
<c  they  w'ould  have  been  felt  to  a greater  extent, 
<£  if  the  French  power  had  been  firmer. 

C£  The  example  of  Killala  was  prefently  copied 
“ in  the  other  departments.  Magiftrates  were 
<c  eledled,  always  Roman  catholics,  but  commonly 
<c  of  the  better  fort  among  them,  perfons  who  had 
>£  no  defire  to  take  arms  againfi;  the  Rritiih  govern- 
£C  ment.  Some  of  thefe  applied  to  the  bifhop  for 
<£  his  opinion,  whether  they  fhould  incur  the 
<£  penalties  of  treafon  by  acting  under  a foreign. 
<c  power,  merely  for  the  common  fafety,  and 
cc  under  the  conditions  dated  above.  His  anfwer 
£C  wras,  that  he  was  no  lawyer  ; but  having  always 
*c  found  the  law  of  England  to  be  confonant  to 
;£  reafon,  he  would  take  upon  him  to  fay,  there 

<£  could 
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<c  could  be  no  law  forbidding  to  do,  under  theffe 
cc  circumftances,  what  was  abfolutely  enjoined 
cc  by  the  great  law  of  felf-prefervation.  It  is 
<c  reported  that,  when  the  rebellion  was  over, 
cc  feveral  perfons  muttered  againft  this  do&rine. 
cc  It  might  be  conceded,  they  faid,  to  the  exifting 
<c  terror,  but  it  was  not  found,  becaufe  it  might 
“ be  employed  as  an  excufe  for  a tame  and 
cc  prompt  fubmiffion  to  any  invaders.  To  fuch 
“ tranquil  declaimers  on  the  merit  of  calling 
cc  away  life  and  property,  in  preference  to  bowing 
“ the  head  to  a ftorm,  it  is  obvious  to  reply,  that 
“ had  they  changed  lituations  with  thofe  who  ac- 
cc  tually  felt  the  diflrefs,  it  is  more  than  probable 
cc  they  wrould  have  feen  good  reafon  to  adopt  the 
cc  very  conduit,  which  in  the  fulnefs  of  fecurity 
“ they  take  upon  them  to  condemn*.  To  fubmit 
€C  to  a king  de  fa8o,  and  even  to  ad  by  a • com- 
cc  million  from  fuch  a one  to  preferve  the  peace  of 
c<  the  community,  provided  by  fo  doing  you  do 
cc  not  preclude  vourfelf  from  returning  under  the 
<c  government  of  a king  de  jure,  is  a pra&ice  fane- 
“ tioned  by  the  authority  of  our  moll  equitable 
(C  Englilh  law  f.” 

This  temporary  fyftem  of  police,  imperioully 
demanded  by  the  fituation  of  alfairs,  though  it 
proved  in  general  of  very  great  utility,  was  not 

always 

♦ That  the  narrator  is  right  I have  no  doubt,  as  I have  found 
men  prciflicady  cautious  of  danger  in  proportion  to  the  boldnefg 

of  their  profejjions. 

+ Narrative,  &c.  p.  54,  57. 
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always  effectual  for  the  prevention  of  plunder. 
The  rebel  guards  “ had  the  power  at  any  inftant 
“ to  throw  open  the  houfes  to  their  companions 
“ abroad,  and  let  in  depredation  at  leaf:,  if  no- 
cc  thing  worfe.  And  this  was  a mifchief  too  that 
fc  happened  not  unfrequently.  At  Catlle-Lacken, 
“ Caftlereagh,  and  other  houfes  belonging  to  pro- 
“ teftants,  where  guards  had  been  Rationed,  the 
<c  foldiers  proved  traitors,  and  admitted  rogues 
“ from  without  to  plunder  the  families  they  were 
<c  fent  to  defend*.  The  village  of  Mulhfarragh,  a 
“ colony  of  induftrious  prefbyterian  weavers  from 
c<  Ulfter,  on  pretence  of  fearching  for  arms,  was 
“ ranfacked  in  three  noCturnal  invafions  of  the 
“ rebels,  till  there  was  nothing  left  in  it  worth 
cc  carrying  away;  and  this  in  defiance  of  a pro- 
(C  teCtion  under  the  hand  of  the  commandant, 
cc  obtained  for  them  and  their  paftor  by  the  bi- 
“ (hop.  The  poor  lufferers  came  in  tears  to  M. 
f£  Charofi,  to  return  him  a protection  which  had 
“ done  them  no  good.  It  (hocked  him  very 
“ much.  Often  did  he  whifper  the  bifhop,  that 
iC  no  confideration  fhould  prevail  on  him  again  to 
“ truft  himfelf  to  fuch  a horde  of  lavages  as  the 
cc  Irifhf.  The  ravages  of  the  rebels  were  en- 
“ eouraged  by  fome  of  their  chiefs  ; and  fpoil 
“ was  not  the  foie,  or  even  principal  objeCl  of 
<£  their  leaders,  for  they  deftroyed  in  every  decent 
habitation  much  more  than  they  carried  away. 
* Depreflion  of  the  induftrious  and  better  fort, 
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<c  the  univerfal  levelling  of  conditions,  in  order 
“ to  bring  on  the  glorious  reign  of  equality,  fuch 
“ appeared  to  be  the  wifh  of  thofe  who  afpired  at 
<c  all  to  the  praife  of  thinking,  and  called  them- 
cc  felves  republicans : the  mob  had  no  prompters 
<c  but  luft  of  pillage  and  fuperftition.” 

The  leaders,  whom  the  Connaught  rebels  found 
among  themfelves,  were,  as  may  be  fuppol'ed  from 
what  has  been  faid  of  their  giving  countenance  to 
depredation,  almofl:  without  exception  a moft  ig- 
noble fet  of  men.  “ Bellew,  their  earlieft  officer* 
cc  was  a drunken  brute  to  whom  nobody  paid  obe- 
<c  dience,  even  before  he  vas  turned  out  of  office 
“ by  the  commandant.  Little  better,  either  for 
“ talent  or  fobriety,  was  O’ Dowd  a man  of  home 
ec  eftate  in  the  county,  and  almoft  the  only  gen- 
cc  tleman  that  took  arms  with  the  rebels,  for  which 
cc  he  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  life  at  Ballinamuck. 
4C  Mr.  Richard  Bourke  of  Ballina  had  fome  mi- 
cc  litary  knowledge,  was  a good  drill  ferjeant, 
“ firm  in  combat,  and  popular  ; fo  that  he  might 
cc  have  done  the  harm  he  wifhed,  if  the  habitual 
cc  ftupefa&ion  of  drink  had  not  been  an  over- 
cc  match  for  his  malice.  G’Donnel  knew  nothing 
(C  of  arms,  nor  was  he  likely  to  learn  the  profef- 
<c  fion  quickly,  his  petulance  making  him  unfit 
“ for  difcipline.  Yet  the  vulgar,  who  can  dif- 
“ cern  in  others  what  they  have  not  in  themfelves, 
cc  followed  this  young  man  more  readily  than 
<c  any  other  who  pretended  to  lead  them,  becaufe* 
tc  they  law  he  had  more  fenfe,  more  command 
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c<  of  authority.  Even  the  loyalifts  at  Killala  ac- 
“ knowledged  obligation  to  him  for  the  induftry 
<c  with  which  they  faw  him  exert  himfelf  to  pre- 
“ vent  pillage,  patroling  the  ftreets  on  horfeback 
c<  for  feveral  nights  together,  and  withholding 
<c  both  by  threats  and  perfuafion  thofe  whom  he 
“ found  bent  upon  mifchief  This  teftimony, 
whatever  were  his  failings,  is  extremely  honor- 
able to  the  memory  of  O’Donnel,  who  had  come 
from  the  country  of  Erris,  and  was  killed  in  battle 
by  the  king’s  troops  in  the  retaking  of  Killala. 

The  exertions  of  the  three  Frenchmen  and 
O’Donnel  for  the  prote&ion  of  loyaliils  were  con- 
tinually required  more  every  day,  efpecially  after 
the  news  arrived  of  the  capture  of  Humbert’s 
army  at  Ballinamuck.  cc  The  intelligence  did  not 
<e  fcem  by  any  means  to  produce  on  the  minds  of 
<c  the  rebels  the  effeft  that  might  naturally  have 
“ been  expe&ed,  their  gradual  difperfion  and  re- 
<c  turn  to  their  own  homes.  On  the  contrary,  the 
*c  refort  to  the  camp  in  the  bifhop’s  meadows  grew 
Ci  greater  every  day,  the  talk  of  vengeance  on  the 
<l  proteftants  was  louder  and  more  frequent,  the 
cc  rebels  were  drilled  regularly,  ammunition  was 
<c  demanded,  and  every  preparation  made  for  an 
fC  obftinate  defence  againfl  the  arms  of  their  fove- 
<c  reign.  Carelefs  of  the  future  or  truiling  to  the 
cc  delay  which  uiuft  be  occaficned  by  the  aihance 
<c  of  the  king’s  army,  they  thought  of  nothing 
<c  but  living  merrily  as  long  as  they  might,  upon 
“ the  property  that  lay  at  their  mercy,  and  they 
<c  did  ufe  their  powrnr  of  doing  mifchief  moh  ter- 

££  ribly.” 
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cc  ribly.”*  On  the  19th  of  September,  the  cla- 
mour for  imprifonment  of  the  proteftants  as  hof- 
tages  became  fo  violent,  that  probably  the  fatal 
meafure  would  have  been  adopted,  in  fpite  of  the 
utmoft  efforts  of  the  humane  and  Spirited  officers, 
if  it  had  not  been  prevented  hy  a ftratagem-of  the 
bifhop. 

He  propofed  that  two  ambaffadors,  the  one  a 
rebel  chieftain,  named  Roger  M’Guire,  the  other 
a loyalift,  Dean  1 hompfon,  fhould  go  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  king’s  forces  at  Caftlebar,  with  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  a letter  from  himfeif,  Setting  forth 
to  the  commander  the  fituation  of  the  proteftants 
at  Killala,  and  expreffing  their  hope  that  nothing 
would  be  done  to  the  prifoners  at  Caftlebar  which 
might  provoke  reprifals  on  the  proteftants  at  Kil- 
lala. Thefe  ambaftadors  returned  from  their  pe- 
rilous journey  in  the  evening  of  the  21ft.  “ Dean 

“ Thompfon,  though  clofely  watched  by  his  fel- 
“ low  meflenger,  as  long  as  the  latter  was  able  to 
cc  keep  himfeif  awake,  had  found  means  to  have 
cc  a private  conference  with  general  Trench.” 
Doubtlefs  the  refult  of  this  conversation  was  a very 
polite  letter  from  the  general  to  the  bifhop, <c  afTur- 
“ ing  him  that  his  prifoners  were,  and  fhould  be, 
cc  treated  with  allpoffible  tendernefs  and  humanity. 
“ The  letter  was  publicly  read  to  the  multitude, 
cc  and  left  in  their  hands. ”f  This  caufed  at  leaft 
an  irrefolution  among  the  infurgents,  numbers  of 
whom  had  that  day  menaced  the  proteftants,  and 

their 
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their  abettors,  as  they  called  the  French  ; and  had 
declared  a determination  of  chooflng  new  leaders, 
and  of  plundering  the  town  that  very  evening,  in 
fpite  of  the  French  and  of  O’Donnel.  This  irre- 
folution  moft  fortunately  continued,  notwithstand- 
ing that  early  the  next  morning  “ the  loyalifls 
£C  were  defired  by  the  rebels  to  come  up  with 
cc  them  to  the  hill  on  which  the  needle-tower  is 
<£  built,  in  order  to  be  eye-witneffes  of  the  havoc 
££  a party  of  the  king’s  army  was  making,  as  it  ad- 
ec  vanced  towards  them  from  Sligo.  A train  of 
£C  fire  too  clearly  diftinguifhed  their  line  of  march, 
“ flaming  up  from  the  houfes  of  unfortunate  pea- 
£C  fants.  c They  are  only  a few  cabins  ’ remarked 
£C  the  bifhop  ; and  he  had  fcarcely  uttered  the 
££  words,  when  he  felt  the  imprudence  of  them. 
£C  £ A poor  man’s  cabin,’  anfwered  one  of  the  re- 
££  bels,  £ is  to  him  as  valuable  as  a palace’.”f 
Thefe  infurgents,  thus  irrefolute  to  kill  in  cold 
blood,  {hewed  no  want  of  refolution  in  defence  of 
their  poll  when  affailed  by  the  army,  as  is  already 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  retaking  of  Kil- 
lala.  The  narrator  often  quoted  fays  elfewhere, 
££  to  do  them  juftice,  the  peafantry  never  appeared 
££  to  want  animal  courage,  for  they  flocked  toge- 
££  ther  to  meet  danger  whenever  it  was  expe&ed. 
££  Had  it  pleafed  Heaven  to  be  as  liberal  to  them 
££  of  brains  as  of  hands,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  to  what 
length  of  mifchief  they  might  have  proceeded  ; 
“ but  they  were  all  along  unprovided  with  leaders 
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“ of  any  ability.”*  What  mod  furprifes  me  is, 
that  thefe  peafants,  after  having  been  fo  long  drill- 
ed under  the  infpe&ion  of  French  officers,  fhould 
yet  not  know  how  to  take  aim  at  an  enemy.  In 
his  account  of  the  retaking  of  Killala,  the  narrator 
fays,  “ we  kept  onr  eyes  on  the  rebels,  who  feemeci 
44  to  be  polled  with  fo  much  advantage  behind 
44  the  hone  wails  that  lined  the  road.  They  le- 
46  veiled  their  pieces,  fired  very  deliberately  from 
cc  each  fide  on  the  advancing  enemy  ; yet,  ftrange 
44  to  tell ! were  able  only  to  kill  one  man,  a cor- 
c:  poral,  and  wound  one  common  foldier.  Their 
<c  {hot  in  general  went  over  the  heads  of  their  op- 
<c  ponents.”f  The  Wexfordian  infurgents,  with- 
out any  fuperintendence  of  French  officers,  learn- 
ed, by  experience  of  combat,  in  a fhorter  time,  to 
level  their  guns  with  more  fatal  efte<ft. 

Befide  religious  bigotry  and  the  expe&ation  of 
fpoil,  the  narrator  of  Killala  affigns  other  motives 
as  inciting  the  rufiics  of  his  neighbourhood  to  af- 
fume  thofe  arms,  of  which  they  made  fo  ineffec- 
tual a ufe.  Among  thefe  was  their  eagernefs  for 
the  gaudy  trappings  of  the  French  military  drefe. 
and  for  what  was  to  them  luxurious  living  ; objects 
doubtlefs  of  no  final!  inducement  to  men  unufed 
to  the  comfort  of  even  (hoes  and  fiockings,  and  to 
the  relilh  of  animal  food  ; fuch  being  the  wretched 
condition  of  the  peafantry  in  the  weft  of  Ireland  : 
“ It  is  a debt  due  to  juftice,  however,”  fays  the 
narrator,  cc  to  obferve,  that  if  the  firft  who  joined 
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a the  enemy  were  enticed  by  hope  to  a foreign 
C£  ftandard,  very  many  took  the  fame  road  after- 
“ wards  merely  through  fear.  Great  pains  were 
£C  employed  by  the  early  infiirgents  to  frighten 
“ their  neighbours  into  the  fame  inclofure  of  peril 
£C  with  themfelves,  partly  by  the  molt  horrid  me- 
££  naces  in  cafe  of  refufal  to  join  the  common 
cc  caufe,  and  partly  by  fnreading  lies  of  the  pro- 
ec  teftants,  whom  they  reprefented  as  Orangemen, 
cc  univerfally  bent  on  the  exciflon  of  the  catho- 
£C  lies. 

£C  When  the  united  weight  of  fo  many  tempta- 
£C  tions  is  duly  eftimated,  operating  beiides  on  a 
u body  of  peafantry  already  cflranged  from  their 
<£  proteftant  neighbours  by  difference  of  religion, 
££  language,  and  education,  it  will  rather  be  mat- 
fc  ter  of  furprife  that  fo  little  mifchief  was  the  refult 
£*  of  the  infurredlion  in  Connaught,  and  that  we 
(C  had  not  the  fame  horrid  fcenes  of  cruelty  and 
£C  religious  intolerance  to  mourn  over,  as  had 
££  lately  {lamped  indelible  difgrace  on  the  eaftern. 
£C  province.  It  is  a circumllance  worthy  of  parti- 
£C  cular  notice,  that  during  the  whole  time  of  this 
£C  civil  commotion,  not  a drop  of  blood  was  Jhed  by  the 
e£  Conn  ait yht  rebels , except  in  the  field  of  war . It  is 
cc  true,  the  example  and  influence  of  the  French 
« went  a great  way  to  prevent  fanguinary  exceffes* 
But  it  will  not  be  deemed  fair  to  aferibe  to  this 
■c  caufe  a’one  the  forbearance  of  which  we  were 
(C  witneffes,  when  it  is  confidered  what  a range  of 
<c  country  1 y at  the  mercy  of  the  rebels  for  feveral 
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“ days  after  the  French  power  was  known  to  be  at 
cc  an  end. 

“ Thefe  reflexions  are  offered  to  the  public  as 
“ an  apology  for  the  opinion  of  certain  perfons 
cc  who  became  advocates  for  lenity,  when,  on  the 
<c  fuppreflion  of  the  rebellion,  the  treatment  due 
“ to  the  infurgents  was  the  fubjedl  of  difcuffion. 
“ Fire  and  fword  was  the  language  of  gentlemen, 
{C  whofe  lofs  by  the  war,  though  grievous  and 
“ highly  provoking,  was  only  the  lofs  of  property. 
cc  Milder  fentiments  may  reafonably  be  allowed 
to  have  place  in  bofoms  which  had  throbbed 
vd*h  the  apprehenfion  of  a greater  mifchief  than 
hation.  Experience  had  taught  them  that 
“ L is  the  firft  of  worldly  poffeffions  ; and  hav- 
<c  mg  faved  that  bleffing  themfelves,  they  could 
sc  not  be  in  hafte  to  ravifli  it  from  others.  Indeed 
where  there  had  appeared  all  along  fo  few  traces 
“ of  rancour  in  thefe  poor  country  folk,  it  was  im- 
<c  poflible  for  a fpeclator  of  their  a£lions  not  to 
tc  pity  them  for  their  very  iimplicity.’5* 

To  account  in  feme  degree  for  the  fmall  portion 
of  rancour  in  the  weftern  comparatively  with  the 
fouth-eaftern  infurgents,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  in 
the  teriitories  of  the  former  thofe  rigorous  mea- 
iures  had  not  been  pra&ifed,  which  government 
had  been  forced  elfewhere  to  authorife  for  the  dif- 
organifation  of  the  united  confpiracy;  for  fu rely 
the  free-quartering  of  lbldiers,  the  burning  of 
houfes,  and  the  inlli&ion  of  torture  to  extort  con- 
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xeffion,  together  with  the  unauthorised  infults  com- 
mitted by  miftaken  or  pretended  zealots  for  loy- 
alty, as  croppings,  pitch-cappings,  and  half-hang- 
ings, muft,  whether  neceffary  or  not,  whether 
deferved  or  not,  be  expeded  to  kindle  a fpirit  of 
revenge  in  the  fufferers  and  their  party.  The 
bitter  fn fferings,  however,  attendant  on  rebellion, 
of  which  thefe  weflern  peafants  had  before  been 
ignorant,  they  were  now  by  their  folly  doomed  to 
experience  in  a confiderable  degree.  More  they 
might  have  experienced,  if  the  weather  had  per- 
mitted the  troops  to  keep  the  field  ; but  the  winter 
approached.  cc  General  Trench  therefore  made 
“ hafie  to  clear  the  wild  diftrids  of  the  Laggan  and 
sc  Erris,  by  pufhing  detachments  into  each,  who 
“ were  able  to  do  little  more  than  to  burn  a num- 
“ ber  of  cabins ; for  the  people  had  too  many 
<c  hiding  places  to  be  eafily  overtaken.  Enough 
<c  however  was  effected  to  imprefs  upon  the  minds 
ec  of  the  fufferers  a convidion,  that  joining  with 
€C  the  enemies  of  their  country  againfi  their  law- 
<e  ful  fovereign  wras  not  a matter  of  fo  little  mo- 
ec  ment,  as  they  had  ignorantly  imagined  ; and 
£c  probably  the  memory  of  wrhat  they  have  now 
“ endured  will  not  be  effaced  for  years.  There 
“ are,  I know,”  adds  the  candid  narrator,  cc  who 
<c  think  differently,  who  fay  thefe  mountaineers 
<c  will  be  always  ripe  for  infurredion,  and  who 
“ urge  in  proof  the  mifehief  they  have  done  very 
tc  lately  by  robbing,  and  houghing  of  cattle.  Yet 
“ furely  our  common  nature  will  incline  us  to 
<4  make  fome  conceffion  to  the  feelings  of  men 
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cc  driven,  though  by  their  own  fault,  from  their 
cc  farms  and  their  dwellings,  wretched  dwellings 
cc  to  be  fure.  but  to  them — (that  poor  fellow’s  lef- 
ct  fon  to  the  bifhop*  is  worth  remembering!)  to 
C£  them  as  valuable  as, to  the  grandee  his  palace. 
<c  Let  a man  look  round  from  the  fummit  of  one 
cc  ofthofe  mountains  that  guard  our  ifland  againfi: 
<c  the  incurfions  of  the  Atlantic,  and  fay  what  he 
<c  fhotild  think  of  palling  a winter  among  them 
<c  without  the  covering  of  a hut.”f 

The  evilsof  civil  warfare  belong  not  exclufively 
to  the  vanquished : the  victorious  party  alfo  mull 
feel  l'ome  portion  of  the  general  misfortune.  In 
his  relation  of  affairs  fubfequent  to  the  arrival  of 
the  king’s  troops,  the  narrator  fays,  “ If  the  people 
cc  of  Killala  were  diftreffed  to  find  accommoda- 
{£  tion  for  the  multitude  of  officers  that  now  pour- 
££  cd  in  upon  them,  they  experienced  yet  greater 
C£  inconvenience  from  the  predatory  habits  of  the 
<£  foldiery.  The  regiments  that  came  to  their  af- 
*c  fiflance,  being  all  militia,  feemed  to  think  they 
<c  had  a right  to  take  the  property  they  had  been 
£ the  means  of  preferving,  and  to  ufe  it  as  their 
lC  own,  whenever  they  Hood  in  need  of  it.  Their 
C£  rapacity  differed  in  no  refped  from  that  of  the 
££  rebels,  except  that  they  feized  upon  things  with 
c<  lefs  of  ceremony  and  excufe,  and  that  his  ma- 
<£  jelly’s  Soldiers  were  incomparably  luperior  to 
t£  the  Irifh  traitors  in  dexterity  at  healing.  In 

££  confequence 
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**  confequence  the  town  very  foon  grew  weary  of 
ic  their  guefls,  and  were  glad  to  fee  them  march 
off  to  other  quarters.  It  is  but  juflice  to  the 
ec  regiment  that  has  remained  at  Killaia  ever  fmce2 
€i  the  prince  of  Wales’s  fencibles,  to  acknowledge 
tc  that  they  always  behaved  themfelves  with  the 
cc  greatejl  propriety , under  the  orders  of  thole  two 
6C  excellent  officers,  lieutenant-colonel  Macartney 
cc  and  major  Winftanley.  Let  it  be  remembered 
*c  alfo,  to  the  honor  of  our  excellent  chief  gover- 
“ nor,  that  as  foon  as  the  country  was  reduced  to 
€C  quiet,  marquis  Cornwallis  fent  two  commiffion- 
ers  to  Killaia  and  its  vicinity,  for  the  cxprefs 
cc  purpofe of  afcertaining  the  damages  done  by  the 
cc  king’s  troops,  and  that,  in  March  following,  all 
ic  authenticated  claims  on  that  account  were  dif- 
charged  in  full  by  an  order  on  the  national 
“ bank.”*  Doubtlefs  the  truly  noble  marquis 
would,  if  in  his  power,  have  prevented  the  occa- 
fion  of  thofe  claims,  well  knowung  that  predatory 
troops,  while  they  are  noxious  to  thofe  whom  they 
are  defigned  to  proted,  are  at  the  fame  time,  from 
that  meannefs  of  fpirit  and  want  of  fubftantial  dif- 
cipline,  wmich  indulgence  of  plunder  always  im- 
plies, unfit  to  cope  with  a well-difciplined  enemy  .f 
How  far  the  following  fad  may  be  regarded  as 
marking  a defect  of  difeipline,  I leave  to  the  read- 
er’s judgment.  The  narrator  of  Killaia,  after  the 
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mention  of  the  return  of  Arthur  Stock,  a fon  of  the 
bifhop,  to  his  father’s  dwelling  with  general 
Trench’s  army,  fays:  “ Charoff  expreffedas  much 
C£  joy  at  feeing  Arthur  fafe,  as  if  he  had  himfelf 
cc  been  one  of  the  family.  Yet  the  poor  com- 
cc  mandant  had  no  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the 
cc  treatment  he  had  received  immediately  after 
<c  the  a£lion.  He  had  returned  to  the  cafile  for 
cc  his  fabre,  and  advanced  with  it  to  the  gate  in 
cc  order  to  deliver  it  up  to  feme  Englifh  officer, 
when  it  was  feized  and  forced  from  his  hand 
cc  by  a common  foldier  of  Frazer’s,  He  came 
“ in,  got  another  fwTord,  which  he  furrendered  to 
<c  an  officer,  and  turned  to  re-enter  the  hall.  At 
cc  this  moment  a fecond  Highlander  burfl  through 
ec  the  gate,  in  fpite  of  the  centinel  placed  there  by 
cc  the  general,  and  Fred  at  the  commandant  with 
“ an  aim  that  was  near  proving  fatal,  for  the  ball 
^ paffed  under  his  arm,  piercing  a very  thick 
cc  door  entirely  through,  and  lodging  in  the  jamb* 
(C  Had  we  loll  the  worthy  man  by  fuch  an  acci- 
5C  dent,  his  death  would  have  fpoiled  the  whole 
relifh  of  our  prefent  enjoyment.  He  complain- 
cc  ed,  and  received  an  apology  for  the  foldier’s 
« behaviour  from  his  officer.  Leave  was  imme- 
ce  diately  granted  to  the  three  French  officers  to 
cc  keep  their  fwords,  their  effc61s,  and  even  their 
“ bed-chamber  in  the  houfe.”* 

The  latter  part  of  the  flory  is  honorable  to  our 
officers,  and  the  fequel  is  honorable  to  the  Irifh 

adminif* 
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adminiilration  and  the  Britifh  government.  The 
Irifh  adminiilration  was  pleafed  to  forward  the 
French  officers  immediately  cc  to  London,  giving 
“ them  what  money  they  wanted  for  their  draft 
tc  on  the  commiffary  of  prifoners,  Niou.  From. 
<c  London  the  bifhop  had  a letter  from  the  com- 
€C  mittee  for  taking  care  of  French  prifoners,  defir- 
“ ing  to  be  informed  in  what  manner  he  and  his 
“ family  had  been  treated  by  the  French  officers  ; 
“ and  on  the  bifhop’s  report,  an  order  was  obtained 
<c  that  citizens  Charofl,  Boudet,  and  Fonfon, 
((  fhonld  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  fent  home  without 
*•  exchange,  fs  ion,  the  French  com miffary,  refufed 
on  the  part  of  his  government  to  accept  of  this 
mark  of  refped  from  our  miniftry,  faying,  that 
thedire&ory  couldnot  avail  themfelves  of  fo  po« 
u lite  an  offer,  becaufe  iheir  officers  at  Killala  had 
cc  only  done  their  duty,  and  no  more  than  what 
cc  any  Frenchman  would  have  done  in  the  fame 
“ fituation.  It  will  depend,55  fays  the  judicious 
narrator,  “ on  the  particular  temper  of  the  critic* 
*c  whether  he  fhall  call  this  anfwer  magnanimous* 
4C  or  a childifh  gafconade.”*  Whether  gafconade 
or  not,  it  was  a recommendation  of  humanity  and 
politenefs  to  his  countrymen  ; and  to  emulate  the 
French  in  this  refpedl  would  be  honorable  to  any 
foldiery  or  any  people. 

Very  different  in  chara&er,  as  has  been  hinted 
already,  from  the  French  officers,  were  the  chiefs 
©f  the  rebels,  whofe  trials  by  court-martial  com- 
menced 
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menced  at  Killala  on  the  24th  of  September.  The 
firft  perfons  tried  wereBellew  and  Richard  Bourke, 
formerly  mentioned,  who  were  found  guilty  that 
evening.  ct  Contemptible  for  drunkennefs  and 
“ vulgar  manners,  they  fell  without  exciting  a 
ec  fentiment  of  companion.  Roger  M’Guire/'5 
fays  the  narrator,  ce  our  late  ambaffador  to  Caftle- 
<c  bar,  occafioned  fome  delay.  It  was  urged  in 
cc  his  favour,  particularly  by  dean  Thompfon,  that 
<c  in  their  late  journey  he  had  often  heard  him 
€C  fpeak  to  the  people  in  favour  of  pacific  meafures, 
and  of  lenity  to  the  proteftants.  On  the  other 
cc  hand,  general  Trench  and  his  officers  could  not 
cc  readily  forget  the  infolent  behaviour  of  this 
sc  young  fellow  at  Caftlebar,  under  which  afliimed 
<c  carriage  he  fifove  to  conceal  his  apprehenfion 
<c  of  danger,  when  he  was  fo  grievoufly,  and  in- 
*(  deed  fo  inconfiderately  threatened  by  Mr. 

Dennis  Browne  and  others  on  his  entering  the 
<c'town.”  Inconfiderate  indeed  mull  have  been 
this  threatening,  adapted  plainly,  though  doubtlefs 
not  intended,  to  caufe  the  maliacre  of  the  proteft- 
ants  of  Killala,  including  the  biffiop  and  his  fa- 
mily. This  man,  however,  uhofe  embaffy  had 
contributed  to  lave  the  lives  of  fo  many  proteftants, 
was  not  put  to  death.  He  was,  after  a long  im- 
prifonment,  <c  tranfmitted  to  Cafilebar,  where  at 
ce  lafi:  he  received  fentence  to  be  tranfported  to 
cc  Botany-bay.”* 

Numbers 
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Numbers  of  other  chiefs  and  inferior  infurgents 
were  tried  and  executed  here  and  elfewhere.— 
Among  thefe,  particular  notice  and  particular  com- 
paffion  are  due  to  two  men,  who,  Irifhmen  by 
birth,  had  been  in  the  military  fervice  of  France 
before  the  invafion,  had  come  into  Ireland  in  the 
French  fleet,  and  had,  as  well  as  the  beft  of  the 
French  officers,  ufed  the  moil  adlive  exertions  to 
lave  the  lives  and  properties  of  loyalifls.  Thefe 
were  Bartholomew  Teeling  and  Matthew  Tone, 
whole  generous  humanity  made  evident  in  their 
trials,  and  fleady  fortitude  under  fentence  and  ex- 
ecution, command  our  pity,  and  for  their  perfonal 
qualities  our  efteem.  They  were  tried  in  Dublin 
barrack,  and  executed — the  former  on  the  24th  of 
September,  the  latter  a few  days  after. 

The  famous  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  captured  in 
a French  veffel,  in  an  expedition  to  the  coafl  of 
Ireland  flill  more  abortive  than  that  of  Humbert, 
furvived  not  long  his  brother  Matthew.  The  little 
army  of  Humbert  had  been  intended  only  to  be  a 
vanguard  of  a much  more  formidable  force,  which 
was  in  a fltort  time  to  follow.  Providentially  for 
the  fafety  of  the  Britifh  empire,  the  French  ad- 
miniftrators  wrere  as  tardy  in  feconding  the  opera- 
tions of  Humbert,  as  they  had  been  in  feconding 
thofe  of  the  fouthern  rebels  of  Ireland.  The  want 
of  money  is  affigned  as  the  caufe  of  delay  in  the 
equipment  of  the  fecond  fleet,  and  in  the  interim, 
before  its  appearance  on  the  Irifh  coafl,  a brig 
from  France  arrived  at  the  little  ifle  of  Rutland, 
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near  the  north-weft  ccaft  of  Donegal,  on  the  16th 
of  September,  and  landed  its  crew;  among  whom 
was  James  Napper  Tandy,  formerly  mentioned  in 
this  work,  now  bearing  the  title  of  general  of  bri- 
gade in  the  French  fervice.  Informed  of  the  fur- 
render  of  Humbert’s  troops,  and  unable  to  excite 
an  infurre£lion  by  their  manifeftoes  in  that  quarter, 
they  re-embarked,  and  abandoned  the  fhores  of 
Ireland.  At  length,  at  the  end  of  September, 
failed  the  principal  armament  from  Breft,  confid- 
ing of  one  fhip  of  the  line  and  eight  frigates,  hav- 
ing on  board,  as  was  reported,  four  or  five  thou- 
fand  foldiers,  and  dcftined  for  the  coaft  of  Done- 
gal. Defcried  in  their  approach  to  that  coaft,  on 
the  nth  of  October,  by  a Britifh  fquadron  under 
Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren,  and  overtaken  the  next 
morning,  a defperate  battle  commenced  which 
continued  from  halt  an  hour  after  feven  in  the 
forenoon  till  eleven,  when  the  fhip  of  the  line, 
named  the  Hoche,  was  captured,  and  the  frigates 
made  fail  to  efcape.  In  a running  fight  of  about 
five  hours  three  of  thefe  became  prizes,  and  three 
others  afterwards  ; two  only  of  the  fquadron  efcap* 
ing  to  France. 

A fmaller  fleet,  deftined  to  co-operate  with  the 
above,  confiding  of  the  three  frigates  which  had 
before  come  with  Humbert,  carrying  a land-force  of 
two  thoufand  men,  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Killala 
on  the  27th  of  O&ober,  but  on  the  appearance  of 
fome  Britifh  ftiips  of  war,  made  fail  with  precipi- 
tation for  France,  without  landing  the  troops,  and 
efcaped  after  a long  chace.  The  commanders  of 
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thefe  forces  had  orders  to  fend  the  bifhop  of  Kib 
lala  and  his  family  prifoners  to  France,  and,  if 
they  fhouid  meet  with  oppoiition  in  landing,  to  lay 
the  town  in  afhes.  The  caufe  of  this  unanerited 
feverity  was  an  unfounded  opinion  entertained  "by 
the  French  adminidrators,  that  the  bifhop  had 
betrayed  the  town  to  the  King’s  troops,  together 
with  a depofit  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  barrels 
of  gunpowder,  partly  buried  under  a hotbed  in 
his  garden,  partly  in  a vault  in  the  haggard  under 
a corn-dand.  The  powder  could  not  be  concealed 
from  the  King’s  officers,  even  if  the  bifhop  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  attempt  it  ; but  its  removal 
was  anxioufly  wifhed,  iince  the  town  with  all  its 
contents  had  three  times  been  in  danger  of  anni- 
hilation by  the  approach  of  fire  to  this  terrible 
mafs,  the  fhock  of  vhofc  explofion  mud;  have  had 
the  mod:  ruinous  effed. 

On  board  the  Hoche,  in  the  adion  with  admiral 
Warren,  was  found  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  whofe 
activity  and  talents  had  contributed  to  give  life  to 
a formidable  confpiracy,  which  received  a deadly 
wound  by  the  mifearriage  of  the  French  arma- 
ment, and  which  can  hardly  be  faid  to  have  fur- 
vived  his  fate.  Tried  by  a court-martial  in  the 
capital,  he  reded  his  defence  on  his  being  a de- 
nizen of  France,  an  officer  in  the  fervice  of  that: 
country,  and  pretended  not  to  deny  the  charge 
againd  him,  nor  even  to  excufe  his  political  con- 
dud.  Found  guilty,  he  requeded  the  indulgence 
of  being  ffiot  as  a foldier,  indead  of  being  igno- 
minioudy  hanged  as  a felon  3 and,  on  the  refufal 
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of  this  requeft,  cut  his  own  throat  in  the  prifos. 
The  operation  being  incompletely  performed, 
hopes  were  entertained  of  his  recovery  ; and  on 
the  next  morning  John  Philpot  Curran,  Efq;  the 
famous  barrifler,  made  a motion  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench  for  a writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  his 
favour,  upon  the  ground  that  c courts  martial  have 
no  jurifdidlion  over  fubje&s  not  in  military  fervice 
while  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  is  lifting.5  After 
a full  difcufhon  of  the  fubje£l  the  plea  was  admit- 
ted ; but,  from  the  condition  of  Tone,  his  removal 
from  prifcn,  according  to  the  writ,  was  deemed 
unfafe,  and  he  ftiortly  after  died  from  the  felf- 
infli&ed  wound. 

With  the  reduction  of  the  ravaging  bands  in 
the  mountains  of  Wicklow  under  Holt  and  Hacket, 
already  mentioned,  the  laft  profeffed  champions 
in  arms  of  the  united  confpiracy,  and  with  the 
death  of  Tone,  its  chief  original  projector,  ended 
a rebellion,  of  which  the  deep  and  artful  fcheme 
demonflrated  the  ability,  but  the  immediate  con- 
fequenees  the  ignorance  of  its  authors  with  refpe£t 
to  the  inftruments  which  they  were  obliged  to  em- 
ploy. Since  from  experience  of  this  event  civil 
wars  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  except  fome  northern 
counties,  mull,  from  wKatfoever  caufes  excited, 
be  juft  y expedled  to  affume  a religious  complex- 
ion of  the  mod  bloody  hue,  Irifh  proteftants 
ought  to  be  convinced  that  the  political  feparation 
of  their  country  from  Britain  by  a popular  infur- 
re&ion  mu  ft  involve  their  extin&ion,  and  that 
.confequently  an  infrangibly  determined  adherence 
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to  their  Britifh  connexion  is  necelfary  for  their 
fafety.  Some  extraordinary  circumflances,  we 
muft  allow,  redrained  the  infurgents  of  Connaught 
from  proceeding  to  religious  murder ; but  doubt- 
lefs,  if  they  had  continued  much  longer  in  power, 
agitators  like  Dixon  of  Wexford  would  have  gained 
an  afcendency,  and  fcenes  of  blood  would  have 
fucceedeil  thofe  of  devaluation. 

Unhappily  for  themfelves  and  their  country,  fo 
inveterately  rooted  are  the  prejudices  of  religious 
antipathy  in  the  minds  of  the  lower  daffes  of 
Irilh  Romanids,  that  in  any  civil  war,  however 
originating  from  caufes  unconne&ed  with  religion, 
not  all  the  efforts  of  their  gentry,  or  even  prieds, 
to  the  contrary,  could,  if  I am  not  exceedingly 
midaken,  redrain  them  from  converting  it  into  a 
religious  quarrel.  This  generation  at  lead  muff 
pafs  away  before  the  religious  hatred,  and  notions 
ofexclulive  right  to  divine  favour,  deeply  imbibed 
from  the  clergy  of  older  times,  could  be  removed, 
or  in  civil  commotions  be  effc&ually  redrained, 
by  the  clergy  of  the  prefent  time,  fuppoling  their 
wifhes  and  efforts  the  mod  earned  and  liberal.  I 
ihall  quote  from  the  judicious  narrator  of  Killala 
what  he  has  faid  concerning  the  Romifh  clergy  of 
Ireland,  dnee  he  has  exprelfed  my  ideas  on  the 
fubjed  better  than  1 myfelf  could. 

“ What  powerful  motive  could  prevail  on  this 
“ order  of  men  to  lend  their  hearts  and  hands  to 
£C  a revolution,  which  fo  manifeftly  threatened  to 
“ overwhelm  their  own  credit  and  confcquence, 

fuppofmg  even  that  they  were  indifferent  to  the 
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“ fate  of  that  religion  of  which  they  profefted 
6£  themfelves  to  be  the  confecrated  minifters  ? I 
will  tell  the  reader  what  I conceive  to  be  the 
“ true  key  to  this  myftery,  if  1 may  have  his  par- 
“ don  for  the  digreffion. 

<£  The  almoft  total  dependence  of  the  clergy  of 
<c  Ireland  upon  their  people  for  the  means  of  fub- 
6C  fiftence  is  the  caufe,  according  to  my  beft  judge- 
<c  ment,  why  upon  every  popular  commotion 
<c  many  priefls  of  that  communion  have  been, 
£C  and  until  meafures  of  better  policy  are  adopted, 
always  will  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  fedition 
cc  and  oppolition  to  the  eftablifhed  government. 
<c  The  peafant  will  love  a revolution  becaufe  he  feels 
cc  the  weight  of  poverty , and  has  not  often  the 
<c  lenfe  to  perceive  that  a change  of  mafers  may 
cc  render  it  heavier . The  prieft  mull  follow  the 
£C  impulfe  of  the  popular  wave,  or  be  left  behind 
cc  on  the  beach  to  perifh.  Ther*  was  a time  in- 
cc  deed,  when  fupcrftition  was  of  force  to  uphold 
<c  the  credit  and  revenues  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
£C  even  where  eonvulfions  ftiook  to  pieces  the 
<c  fabrick  of  civil  government.  But  the  reign  of 
cc  fuperftition  is  either  paft  or  palling  : at  leaf!  if 
<c  it  holds  the  mind  of  the  believer,  it  is  not  by 
cc  many  degrees  fo  effe&ual  as  formerly  to  open 
cc  his purfe-  Holy  oil,  and  indulgences,  and  ab- 
£C  folutions,  have  fallen  much  in  their  price  ; con- 
cc  feffions  are,  comparatively  fpeaking,  unproduc- 
4C  tive ; and  even  the  golden  mine  of  purgatory 
<c  feems  to  be  running  to  a thread.  Voluntary 
contribution,  the  main  refource  of  the  prieft, 

sc  mu  ft 
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« muft  depend  on  his  popularity.  ‘ Live  with 
« me,  and  live  as  I do.  Opprefs  me  not  with  fu- 
« perior  learning  or  refinement.  Take  thankfully 
cc  what  I choofe  to  give  you,  and  earn  it  by  com- 
£C  pliance  with  my  political  creed  and  condudl.’ 
<c  Such,  when  juftly  tranflated,  is  the  language 
“ of  the  trifh  cottager  to  his  pricft.  It  is  language 
<c  which  will  be  liftened  to  in  proportion  to  the 
cc  exigency  of  the  cafe.  A fiurdy  moralifi:  will 
<c  do  his  duty  in  defpite  of  penury.  Admirable, 
£C  and  not  to  be  looked  for  among  the  common 
ec  herd  of  mankind,  is  the  virtue  which  can  with- 
£C  Hand  the  menace  of  abfolute  want  of  bread.— 
“ The  remedy  for  this  defeat  in  theprefent  politi- 
<c  cal  fyftem  of  Ireland  Should  feem  to  be  as  eafy 
cc  as  it  is  obvious.  But  it  is  not  for  a private  in- 
£C  dividual  tofuggeft  to  our  enlightened  legiflature 
£C  either  the  time  or  the  meafure  in  which  fuch  a 
£C  remedy  ought  to  be  applied.”* 

Though  I think  that  the  influence  of  theRomifh 
clergy  in  Ireland  is  at  prefent  infufficient  either  to 
prevent  or  excite  a rebellion  of  any  moment,  yet  I 
rejoice  to  find  that  government  intends,  by  the 
provifion  of  a decent  maintenance,  to  render  this 
order  of  men  independent  of  the  laity,  fince  this 
mu  ft  augment  in  their  own  eyes,  and  thofe  of 
others  the  refpe&abibty  of  their  flation,  and  may 
in  dine  them  to  contribute,  by  the  adoption  of  a 
more  liberal  plan  of  condud,  to  the  removal  of 
thofe  unchrifiian  Sentiments  of  religious  intoler- 
ance, and  thofe  blind  attachments  in  their  follow- 


*  Narrative,  &c.  p.  98,  100. 
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ers  to  foreign  powers  in  preference  to  the  Britifti 
government,  to  which fources  are  in  great  meafure  to 
be  attributed  the  poverty  and  mifery  of  their  coun- 
try. Of  the  miferies  occafioned  to  Irifh  Romanifts 
by  thefe  caufes,  a hideous  catalogue  might  be 
eafily  colleded  from  the  authentic  records  of  this 
illand* 

Relying  on  the  prote&ion  of  the  pope  and  of 
Spain,  great  numbers  rofe  in  arms  againft  the  go- 
vernment of  Elizabeth,  and  long  maintained  a war 
againft  that  princefs,  till  reduced  in  ftrength  and 
numbers  by  unutterable  calamities,  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  war,  or,  as  Sir  John  Davis  has  ex- 
preffed  it,  C£  brayed,  as  it  were,  in  a mortar,  with 

fword,  famine,  and  peftilence  together,”  the  mi- 
ferable  remnant  fell  an  unrefifting  prey  to  the 
conquerors,  notwithftanding  Spanifh  and  Italian 
fuccours.  The  ghaftly  forms  of  death  by  which 
many  thoufands  perifhed,  and  great  part  of  the 
country  was  wafted,  would  furnifh  mournful  mat- 
ter for  many  pages.  “ No  fpedlacle,”  fays  Morrif- 
fon  in  his  hiftory  of  Ireland,  cc  was  more  frequent 
cc  in  the  ditches  of  towns,  and  efpecially  in  wafted 
<c  countries,  than  to  fee  multitudes  of  thefe  poor 
fC  people  dead,  with  their  mouths  all  coloured 
<c  green  by  eating  nettles,  docks,  and  all  things 
ee  they  could  rend  up  above  ground.”  Many  to 
appeafe  the  rage  of  hunger  devoured  human  car- 
cafes,  of  which  a horrid  inftance  was  witneffed 
by  Sir  Arthur  Chichefter,  Sir  Richard  Morriflbn, 
and  other  officers  of  the  queen’s  troops,  who  be- 
held 
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held  three  children,  the  eldeft  of  whom  was  not 
above  ten  years  of  age,  in  the  a£l  of  eating  the  fleih 
of  their  deceafed  mother  ! with  circumflances  too 
fhocking  for  a particular  flateinent  here.* 

A like  defolation,  with  fcenes  of  death  by  plague 
and  outrageous  famine,  followed  in  its  courfe  the 
rebellion  of  1641.  “ About  the  year  1652  and 

u 1653,”  fays  an  author,  who  was  an  ocular  wit- 
nefs  of  the  flate  of  things,  “ the  plague  and  fa- 
cc  mine  had  fo  fvvept  away  whole  counties,  that  a 
cc  man  might  travel  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and 
ce  not  fee  a living  creature.  Our  foldiers  would 
“ tell  ftories  of  the  places  where  they  faw  a fmoke ; 
tc  it  was  rare  to  fee  either  fmoke  by  day,  or  fire 
cc  or  candle  by  night : and  when  we  did  meet  with 
cc  two  or  three  poor  cabins,  none  but  very  aged 
sc  men,  and  women  and  children  (and  thefe  with 
the  prophet  might  have  complained,  c we  are 
cc  become  as  a bottle  in  the  fmoke,  our  fkin  is 
ee  black  like  an  oven,  becaufe  of  the  terrible  fa- 
cc  mine5)  wrere  found  in  them.  1 have  feen  thofe 
cc  miferable  creatures  plucking  {linking  carrion 
cc  out  of  a ditch,  black  and  rotten  ; and  have 
cc  been  credibly  informed  that  they  digged  corpfes 
cc  out  of  the  grave  to  eat.55  He  then  informs  us  of 
an  officer,  who  with  a party  of  men  found  in  the 
night  a ruined  cabin,  <c  where  they  faw  a great 
“ fire  of  wood,  and  a company  of  miferable  old 
“ women  and  children  fitting  round  about  it,  and 
<£  betwixt  them  and  the  fire  a dead  corpfe  lay 
*u  #c  broiling, 
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*c  broiling,  which  as  the  fire  roafted,  they  cut  off 
“ collops  and  eat.”* 

Similar  lcenes  of  defolation  and  famine  would 
have  doubtlefs  followed  the  rebellion  of  1798,  if 
by  a concurrence  of  lucky  incidents  its  extenfion 
and  continuance  had  not  been  prevented.  At 
this  prevention  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland  would 
furely  rejoice,  if  matters  were  by  them  viewed  in  a 
clear  and  pure  light.  Suppofing  the  infurre&ion 
completely  fuccefsful  in  Leinfier,  Munfter,  and 
Connaught,  how  formidable  an  oppofition  was  to 
be  expe&ed  from  the  protefiants  of  Ulfter,  aided 
by  Britifh  forces,  when  the  war  was  once  known 
to  be  decidedly  religious  ? Happily  intelligence 
of  the  religious  infanity  exhibited  by  the  foutherns 
was  received  fcon  enough  in  the  north  to  prevent 
commotions  of  any  moment  in  favour  of  rebellion 
in  that  quarter.  Suppofing  all  Ireland  reduced 
under  the  power  of  the  infurgents,  the  Britifh 
forces  expelled,  and  the  protefiants  exterminated 
by  death  or  exile,  was  no  difcord  with  probability 
to  be  expelled  among  the  various  bodies  of  infur- 
gents, which  might  favour  the  return  and  fuccefs- 
ful progrefs  of  Britifh  armies  ? The  very  high 
probability  of  fuch  difcord  is  evinced  by  experi- 
ence in  the  events  of  times  pafi  in  the  civil  wars 
of  this  unhappily  often  diftradled  country. 

Thus  wThen  O’Niai,  earl  of  Tyrone,  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  flufhed  with  temporary  fuccefs, 
conceived  ftrong  hopes  of  being  able  to  effe&uate 

a fepara- 

* Col.  Lawerce’s  Intereft  of  Ireland,  part  ii.  page  86,  87. 
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a reparation  of  Ireland  from  the  Englifh  dominion, 
he  and  his  followers  v/ere  unable  to  conceal  the 
defign  which  they  entertained,  of  exterminating 
all  in  this  kingdom  of  Englifh  race,  not  excepting 
Romanics — not  even  thofe  who  were  lighting 
under  his  own  banners  again!!  the  proteflant  go- 
vernment. What  difcord  mull  not  fuch  a fpirit 
produce  if  the  terror  of  the  queen’s  arms  had  once 
been  completely,  or  even  nearly  removed  ? The 
fame  fpirit  revived  with  fuch  force  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  when  the  expectations  of  the  Irilh  Ro- 
manifls  ran  high  in  the  prevalence  of  their  power, 
that  their  armies  were  ready  to  turn  their  fwords 
one  again!!  another,  notwithflanding  that  the  iffue 
of  their  conteft  with  the  proteflant.  party  was  flill 
uncertain.  cc  The  infolence  of  the  followers  of 
<c  Owen  O’Nial,”  fays  an  authentic  hiflorian, 
€X  who  could  not  conceal  the  pride  and  prejudices 
<c  of  their  ancient  defcent,  and  claimed  the  whole 
“ ifland  as  the  property  of  the  old  Irilh,  filled  the 
“ confederates  with  fears  and  difcontents.  Thofe 
<c  of  Leinfler,  and  all  the  catholics  of  Englifh. 
cc  race,  dreaded  extirpation  from  thefe  favages. 
“ So  that  the  body  of  Irifh  infurgents,  who  had 
<c  given  fuch  confequence  and  fuch  dignity  to  their 
C£  original  confpiracy,  who  had  extorted  the  mofl 
“ abje£l  condefcenfions  from  the  king,  and  pre- 
cc  fcribed  law  to  his  lieutenant,  was  now  on  the 
“ point  of  breaking  into  virulent  fa&ions,  and  de~ 
tc  daring  defperate  war  again!!  each  other.”* 

u z The 

* Leland’s  hiftory  of  Ireland,  book  v.  chap.  7.  Alfo  book  v, 
ojiap.  3.  Alfo  Carte’s  Ormond,  vol.  i.  p.  589. 
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The  diftinction  indeed  between  Irifh  of  abori- 
ginal and  Englidi  defcent  is,  from  the  blending  of 
the  races,  long  fince  loll,  as  Dr.  Duigenan,  in  his 
molt  excellent  pamphlet  already  noticed,  has  ob- 
ferved,  and  as  I alfo  have  obferved  in  another 
work  :*  but  would  not  other  caufes  of  jealoufy  and 
difTenfion  have  arifen,  and  encreafed  with  the 
profpeft  of  fuccefs,  among  rival  chiefs  and  rival 
armies,  when,  even  in  the  recent  infurreclion,  a 
private  enmity  between  two  chiefs  of  the  Wex- 
fordian  infurgents  prevented  the  feifure  of  Rofs, 
and  a mod:  dangerous  extenfion  of  the  rebellion  to 
the  counties  of  Waterford  and  Kilkenny?!  Sup- 
pofmg  a mod;  improbable  continuance  of  concord, 
together  writh  a complete  expulfion  of  the  Britifri 
power,  what  rueful  havoc  might  be  expelled  from 
ZBritlfh  armaments,  hovering  round  the  coaft,  and 
leifing  every  favourable  opportunity  of  defcent  \ 
The  maritime  towns  might  be  laid  in  rubbilh  ; and 
armies,  occafionally  debarking  in  various  parts  of 
the  blockaded  idand,  might  carry  devadation  far 
into  the  country,  and  re-embark,  before  fufficient 
bodies  of  troops  could  be  collected  at  the  necef- 
lary  points  to  attack  them  with  effect.  After  dif- 
eafe  and  famine  fhould  fo  defolate  the  land  that 
another  Sir  William  Petty  might  calculate  its  po- 
pulation at  eleven  hundred  thoufand,  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  in  a treaty  of  peace  with  that  of 
Britain,  would  probably,  if  even  French  armies 


* Gordon’s  Terraquea,  vol.  iii.  p.  322,  3 23. 
■f*  See  page  1 1 7 of  this  work. 


w^ere 


IRISH  REBELLION”. 


*93 

were  in  pofleflion  of  the  country,  relinquidi  Ireland 
for  the  reditution  of  the  French  fettlements  in  the 
Ead  and  Well;  Indies,  and  other  valuable  confider- 
ations.  Thus  might  the  remnant  of  thofe  IriQi, 
who  had  given  caufe  for  the  defolation  of  their 
country,  in  their  attempts  to  aceomplifh  its  politi- 
cal reparation  from  Britain,  be  reduced  to  the  al- 
ternative of  emigrating  with  the  French  troops,  or 
of  remaining  expofed  to  the  vengeance  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  at  home. 

In  May  1798,  a little  before  the  eruption  of  the 
rebellion,  I wrote  an  Addrefsto  theMen  of  Ireland, 
calculated,  to  the  bed  of  my  knowledge,  to  dif- 
fuade  the  United  Irifh  from  the  purfuit  of.  their 
defign,  by  reprefenting,  as  well  as  I could  conjec- 
ture, the  probable  confequences  of  their  attempt, 
fome  of  which  have  lince  literally  taken  place.  I 
was  emboldened  to  hope  for  fome  fmall  fuccefs  in 
that  publication, by  my  having  reafon  tothink  that 
I had,  by  the  fame  arguments  in  private  converfa- 
tion,  induced  a few  to  abandon  all  connexion  with 
the  united  fociety.  But,  as  in  the  introductory 
part  of  the  addrefs  I exprefled,  though  in  gentle 
terms,  my  difapprobation  of  the  conducd  of  the 
Britidi  miniftry,  in  having  precipitately,  as  I 
thought,  involved  the  nation  in  a war  with  France, 
the  conductors  of  newfpapers  were  afraid  to  infert 
it,  fo  irritable  and  fo  arbitrary  did  they  feem  to 
conceive  the  members  of  adminidration  at  that 
time  to  be.  A bookfeller,  who  was  pleafed  with 
the  arguments,  printed  a fewr  copies  to  didribute 
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among  his  friends,  but  would  not  publifh  for  the 
above  realons.  This  appeared  to  me  a mofl 
wretched  compliment  to  government,  a compli- 
ment of  which  1 fhould  be  moft  heartily  forry  to 
think  it  worthy,  that  a writer  could  not  fafely  pub- 
lifh arguments  to  dhTuade  his  fellow-fubjecls  from 
rebellion,  without  writing  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
render  his  arguments  of  no  effedl,  by  giving  caufe 
tofufpetfi  that  he  was  either  a fervile  tool  of  admi- 
niftration,  or  a defpicably  blind  follower  of  its 
politics.  Of  making  fuch  a compliment  1 hope  I 
ihall  ever  find  myfelf  incapable.  The  confedera- 
tion of  my  being  a decided  friend  to  genuine 
liberty,  and  no  admirer  in  general  of  the  foreign 
politics  of  miniflers,  was  what  had  given  weight  to 
my  arguments  in  private  converfation. 

The  evil  confequences  of  this  rebellion,  fome  of 
which  were  predicted,  and  more  could  have  been 
predi£ted,  in  the  above-mentioned  addrefs,  were, 
notwithfianding  the  fmall  extent  and  duration  of 
armed  oppofition  to  government,  too  many  to  be 
diftindtly  particularised.  To  the  general  mafs  of 
evils,  of  fome  of  which  a faint  idea  may  be  formed 
from  the  foregoing  pages,  a corruption  of  morals 
in  the  difiurbed  parts  made  a lamentable  addition. 
To  dwell  on  the  fad  propennty  to  extortion,  cheat- 
ing, pilfering,  and  robbing,  acquired  or  encourag- 
ed by  a temporary  diffolution  of  civil  government ; 
on  the  practice  of  perjury  and  bribery  in  the  ac- 
cufation  and  defence  of  real  or  fuppofed  criminals; 
and  of  perjury  in  claims  of  Ioffes,  even  by  perfons 
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who  might  well  be  fuppofed  fuperior  to  fuch  mean- 
nefs,  laying  afide  religious  confiderations,  would 
be  attended  with  more  pain  than  utility.  Even 
diffipation,  which  might  reafonably  be  expeCfed 
to  be  cheeked  by  the  calamities  attendant  on  this 
cruel  commotion,  feemed  to  revive  with  augment- 
ed force  on  thefnbfiding  of  theinftfrreClion.  Col- 
lected in  towns  in  the  following  winter,  many  of 
the  lower  fort  of  loyaliffs  fpent  the  days  in  drunk- 
ennefs,  and  their  fuperiors  the  nights  in  late  fuppers 
and  riotous  conviviality.  One  good  confequence, 
however,  of  their  affembling  in  towns  was  the  pro- 
motion of  matrimony.  Young  people  of  the  two 
fexes  being  brought  together,  who  might  otherwife 
have  remained  unacquainted  one  with  another,  an 
extraordinary  number  of  marriages  took  place,  as 
if  Providence  intended  thus  to  repair  the  wafle  of 
pivil  war. 

A confequence  of  immenfely  greater  and  more 
general  importance  refulted  from  the  experience 
of  mifery  in  our  civil  diffractions,  and  a fenfe  of 
the  danger  which  we  providentially  efcaped,  of 
ftill  far  greater  mifery;  a confequence,  I fmcerely 
hope,  of  fuch  utility  as  may  prove  well  worth  its 
purchafe  by  all  the  calamities  which  our  ifland 
has  fuffered  by  the  fhort-lived  and  local  rebellion. 
A legiflative  union  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  a po- 
litical incorporation  of  the  two  kingdoms  into  one, 
an  incorporation  which  might  remove  the  baneful 
jealoufies  arifing  from  national  diftinClnefs,  the 
danger  of  a fatal  rupture  of  the  political  connexi- 
on 
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on  of  the  two  iflands,  and  the  great  inconvenience 
of  a fyftem  of  two  diftinft  legiflatures  nominally 
independent  each  of  the  other,  but  one  of  them 
pra&ically  in  fubje&ion  to  the  other,  had  long 
been  wifhed  by  fome  refle&ing  men  among  the 
Irifh,  who  preferred  the  fubflantiai  interefls  of  Ire- 
land, and  of  the  Britifh  empire  in  general,  to  the 
gratification  of  ftrangely  miftaken  national  pride, 
and  petty  perfonal,  and  local  advantages.  But  fo 
odious  was  the  meafure  to  multitudes,  whofe  pride 
or  private  intereft,  real  or  imaginary,  was  engaged, 
that  it  could  not  with  the  fmajlefl:  probability  of 
fuccefs  be  propofed,  until  prejudice  was  in  fome 
degree  overcome  by  the  calamities  and  dangers  of 
the  rebellion.  The  confideration  of  the  important 
fubjeft  was  recommended  by  his  majefty  to  the 
Britifh  and  Irifh  parliaments  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1799,  and  in  order  to  give  ample  time 
for  reflexion,  the  a<51ual  propofal  of  the  queflion 
was  deferred  to  the  following  year,  the  lafl  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  it  palled  into  a law  with 
(in  the  Irifh  houfe)  a furious  but  feeble  oppofitiom 
Partial  inconveniences  mull  cloubtlefs  arife  from 
fo  great  a change  in  the  flate  of  Ireland.  Even  in 
ray  own  order,  we  nraft  expefl  more  numerous  in- 
fiances  than  ever  of  the  preference  of  Englifhmen 
to  natives  of  fuperior  merit,  in  the  difpofal  of  ec- 
clefiaftical  benefices.  Though  I fliould  heartily 
wifh  the  matter  otherwife,  yet  I ought  not,  by  fuch 
a confideration,  to  be  in  the  leafl  influenced  againfl 
a meafure,  which,  by  a concentration  of  all  the 
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legiftative  powers  of  the  Britifh  empire,  promifes 
concord,  ftrength,  and  liability  to  the  whole. 
When,  by  the  natural  courfe  of  events,  the  great 
continental  powers  of  Europe  are  growing  into 
enormous  magnitude  by  the  abforption  of  the 
weaker  Hates,  what  have  the  Britifh  illands  topre- 
ferve  their  independence — -but  their  aqueous  bar- 
riers, firm  union  at  home,  and  a wholefome  fyftem 
.of  government,  pro  motive  particularly  of  agricul- 
ture, the  great  fource  of  national  wealth  for  the 
maintenance  of  fleets  and  armies? 

Much  work  indeed  is  left  for  the  imperial  par- 
liament, to  attach  the  mafs  of  the  Irifh  peafantry 
to  the  conllitution.  This  cannot  be  effe&ed  fo 
long  as  the  peafants  are  phyfically  miferable.  In 
my  humble  opinion,  thofe  taxes  ought  to  be  abo- 
li (bed  which  fall  heavily  on  this  defcription  of 
men.  Since  the  rents  of  lands,  which  are  in  gene- 
ral dreadfully  fevere  on  the  Irifh  peafants,  cannot 
be  limited  by  law,  long  tenures  ought  to  be  en- 
abled, which  might  encourage  them  to  improve 
their  grounds,  fo  as  to  rife  into  a more  comfortable 
condition^  and  augment  at  the  fame  time  the  na- 
tional riches.  I fhould  alfo  wifh  a fair  and  equi- 
table commutation  of  tithes,  or  fuch  modification 
of  them  as  would  relieve  theinduftrious  cultivator, 
by  obliging  the  lazy  grazier,  and  the  idle  efquire, 
to  bear  a juft  proportion  of  the  burthen.  Thefe 
hints  may  appear  prefumptuous  from  an  obfeure 
individual ; but  I conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  writer,  who  on  reflexion  is  ftrongly  biafTed 
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in  favour  of  the  utility  of  a meafure  for  the  welfare 
of  his  country,  to  give  his  opinion  freely  to  the 
public.  That  fome  defeds  muft  have  exifted  in 
the  fyftem  might,  I fhould  think,  appear  from  the 
difturbances  which  have  had  place  at  feveral 
times  among  the  peafants  of  Ireland  ; as  the  open, 
yet  almoft  bloodlefs  infurredion  of  men  ftiling 
themfelves  Hearts  of  Oak , in  the  year  1763,  in  the 
counties  of  Armagh,  Tyrone,  and  Derry — men  of 
all  feds  of  religion  indifcriminately ; the  more 
bloody  infurredion  of  the  Hearts  of  Steel,  ten  years 
afterwards,  in  the  counties  of  Antrim  and  Derry, 
mofUy  proteflants,  irritated  to  violence  by  exac* 
tions  of  rejits  and  fines  of  leafes  on  theeftate  of  the 
earl  of  Donegal ; and  the  nodurnal  outrages  com- 
mitted many  years  in  the  fouth  by  the  Whheboys , 
particularly  in  the  counties  of  Tipperary  and  Kil- 
kenny. Neither  is  emigration  to  America,  from 
an  ifland  which  could  eaiily  maintain  double  the 
number  of  its  prefent  inhabitants  by  a due  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  its  lands,  a very  favour- 
able fymptom.  What  revenue  might  Ireland  con- 
tribute for  the  fupport  of  the  Britifh  power  under 
proper  encouragements  of  indutlry,  when  under 
many  difeouragements  her  annual  revenue  to  the 
crown  has  rifen  from  Iefs  than  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  in  the  fourteenth  century,*  to  near  fix 
millions,  or  fix  hundred  fold,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
eighteenth? 

One 

* Leland’s  hiftory  of  Ireland,  book  ii.  chap.  5. 
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One  of  the  happieft  confequences  reafonably 
expedted  to  arife,  in  courfe  of  time,  from  the  abo- 
lition of  our  national  difiindtnefs,  the  removal  of 
our  local  parliament,  and  its  incorporation  with 
that  of  Britain,  is  the  fubfidence  of  that  rancor- 
ous fpirit  of  religious  animoiity,  which  has  been 
the  parent  of  fo  much  mifchief  to  this  ifland.  So 
violently  are  the  minds  of  men  prejudiced  at  pre- 
fent  by  the  rage  of  civil  and  religious  diflenfion, 
fhat  a candid  narration  of  Irilh  affairs  for  fome 
years  pad  mud  inevitably  give  offence  to  every 
party,  and  the  narrator,  in  the  words  of  no  mean 
hiftorian,  <c  mud  be  armed  againd  cenfure  only 
cc  by  an  integrity  which  confines  him  to  truth, 
<c  and  a literary  courage  which  defpifes  every 
cc  charge  but  that  of  wilful  or  carelefs  mifreprefen- 
“ tation.”*  To  this  little  work  I mud  expedl  con- 
tradidlory  objections  far  more  acrimonious  than 
thofe  which  have  been  made  to  my  former,  com- 
poled  on  a fubjedl  little  intereding  to  the  pafiions 
of  adverfe  fadtions — - Terraquea , or  a Syjlem  of  Geo- 
graphy and  Modern  Hi ft  or y, 

Tq  the  Terraquea  fome  wife  heads  have  objedt- 
ed,  that  it  is  a compilation  from  other  writers,  as 
truly  it  is  from  fome  hundreds.  I am  forry  that 
the  fame  objedtion  inevitably  lies  againd  this  little 
hidory  alfo,  the  fphere  of  which  is  fo  extremely 
narrow  in  comparifon  of  that  of  the  other.  Since 
unfortunately  I could  find  no  fupernatural  means 

of 
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of  either  being  prefent  in  all  the  fcenes  of  adion, 
nor  of  having  thofe  adions  revealed  to  me  by  fpi~ 
ritual  vilion  or  otherwise,  I was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  vulgar  mode  of  compilation  ; and 
have  accordingly  compiled  from  fuch  oral,  manu- 
fcript,  and  even  printed,  information  as  I could 
procure  on  the  fubjed.  To  difcern  and  feled  the 
true  hate  of  fads  from  thefe  materials,  was  not 
found  void  of  difficulty.  In  ten  or  twelve  accounts 
of  the  fame  adion,  I have  found  no  two  to  agree, 
except  in  a few  points ; and  I am  forry  to  fay,  that 
even  contradidory  affidavits  might  be  procured  in 
lamentable  plenty.  But  how  far  foever  objedors 
may  contradid  one  another  with  refped  to  my 
llatement  of  fads,  they  will  probably  all  agree  with 
refped  to  my  ffile.  That  of  the  Terraquea  has  by 
fome  been  pronounced  too  high  for  the  fubjed ; 
by  others  too  low  and  jejune  Which  of  the  two 
forts  of  objedors  has  judged  rightly  in  this  cafe,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  determine  ; but  1 am  much  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  of  a gentleman  who  faid, 
that  of  the  two  he  thought  the  former  lefs  aduated 
by  envy  or  malignity  than  the  latter.  In  the  {file 
of  this  local  hiftory,  I feel  myfelf  perfedly  fecure 
from  the  former  fpecies  of  critics,  as  its  humility  is 
unquehionable.  Serpit  humi , tutus  nimium  timidnf- 
que  procellce. 

In  my  ffatement  of  fads  I fhall  be  accufed  as  a 
favourer  of  loyaliils  and  rebels,  of  orangemen  and 
croppies,  of  heretics  and  papihs ; and  I mufr  ac- 
knowledge, not  without  fome  jufti^e,  as  I love  my 
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countrymen  of  every  fedt  and  party,  and  molt 
heartily  wifh  them  to  a 61  in  a manner  the  molt 
conducive  to  their  own  happinefs,  to  cultivate 
Chriftian  charity  and  friendfhip  among  themfelves, 
and  with  the  inhabitants  of  their  great  lifter  ifland, 
their  fellow-fubjedis  and  natural  alTociates.| 

Whatever  may  have  been  my  feelings  for  the 
fufferings  of  others,  I hope  they  have  no  where 
caufed  me  to  fwerve  from  the  line  of  truth.  With 
refpedl  to  myfelf  they  ought  not  to  be  very  acute, 
as  I fuftained  no  other  lofs,  I fervently  thank  God, 
than  that  of  property.  Though  my  three  youngefc 
children  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  they  re- 
ceived no  injury  ; and  though  my  two  eldeft  fons 
were  engaged  as  yeomen  againft  the  Wexfordian 
rebels  in  feveral  moft  dangerous  conflidls,  they 
efcaped  without  a wound.  One  part  indeed  of 
my  lofs  of  property  was  grievous — -books,  which  I 
cannot  for  a time  replace,  neceffary  for  the  finifh- 
ing  of  my  hiftorico-geographical  work ; and  ma- 
nuferipts  which  never  can  be  replaced,  particularly 
that  of  a hiftory  of  the  Britifn  iflands,  which  I had 
carried  near  its  conclufton,  and  in  which  1 had 
paid  extraordinary  attention  to  ftile  and  arrange- 
ment.— But,  though  I am  not  fenfible  of  mifrepre- 
fentation  through  refentment  or  prejudice,  and 
have  ftated  the  fa£ls  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment, 
yet  many  involuntary  errors  may  be  found  in  the 
foregoing  pages  ; and  to  any  perfons  who  ftiali 
have  convincingly  corredled  them,  whether  in  a 
decorous  or  acrimonious  manner,  I lhall  acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge  my  obligation ; but  of  unfounded  cenfiire, 
or  declamatory  nonfenfe,  I hope  I fhall  not  fo  de- 
bafe  myfelf  as  to  take  any  notice ; but  treat  itls 
authors,  as  I would,  in  fimilar  circumftances,  the 
loquacious  females  of  the  fifh-market,  with  a con- 
temptuous filence. 
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Summons  to  the  Commander  of  the  Garrifon  of  Rofs - 

Sir, 


As  a friend  to  humanity,  I requell  you 
will  furrender  the  town  of  Rofs  to  the  Wexford 
forces,  now  affembled  againll  that  town.  Your 
refinance  will  but  provoke  rapine  and  plunder  to 
the  ruin  of  the  moil  innocent.  Fiufhed  with  vic- 
tory, the  Wexford  forces,  now  innumerable  and 


irrefiftible,  will  not  be  controuled  if  they  meet 
with  refinance.  To  prevent  therefore  the  total 
ruin  of  all  property  in  the  town,  I urge  you  to  a 
fpeedy  furrender,  which  you  will  be  forced  to  in  a 
few  hours,  with  1-ofs  and  bloodfhed,  as  you  are  fur- 
rounded  on  all  Tides.  Your  anfwer  is  required  in 

four 
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four  hours.  Mr.  Furlong  carries  this  letter,  and 
will  bring  the  anfwer. 

lam.  Sir, 

B.  B.  HARVEY, 
General,  commanding,  &c>  kc. 

Camp  at  Corbet-hill,  half 
paft  three  o’clock,  morn- 
ing, June  5,  1798. 


General  Orders  ijjued  in  confequence  of  the  defeat  at 
Rofs,  and  the  maffacre  at  Scidlabogne. 

At  a meeting  of  the  general  and  feveral  officers  of 
the  united  army  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  the 
following  refolutions  were  agreed  upon : 

Refolved,  That  the  commander-in-chief  fhall 
fend  guards  to  certain  baronies,  for  the  purpofe  of 
bringing  in  all  men  they  fhall  find  loitering  and 
delaying  at  home,  or  elfewhere  ; and  if  any  refin- 
ance be  given  to  thofe  guards,  fo  to  be  fent  by  the 
commanding  officer’s  orders,  it  is  our  defire  and 
orders,  that  fuch  perfons  fo  giving  refinance  fhall 
be  liable  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  guards,  who  are 
to  bear  a commiffion  for  that  purpofe ; and  ail 
fuch  perfons  found  to  be  fo  loitering  and  delaying 
at  home,  when  brought  in  by  the  guards,  fiiall  be 
tried  by  a court-martial,  appointed  and  chofen 
from  among  the  commanders  of  all  the  different 
corps,  and  bepunifhed  with  death/' 


Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  all  officers  ffiall  immediately  re- 
pair to  their  refpedtive  quarters,  and  remain  with\ 
their  different  corps,  and  not  depart  therefrom 
under  pain  of  death,  unlefs  authorifed  to  quit  by 
written  orders  from  the  commander-in-chief  for 
that  purpofe. 

It  is  alfo  ordered,  that  a guard  fhall  be  kept  in 
rear  of  the  different  armies,  with  orders  to  ffioot 
all  perfons  who  fhall  fly  or  defert  from  any  engage- 
ment; and  that  thefe  orders  fhall  be  taken  notice 
of  by  all  officers  commanding  fuch  engagement. 

All  men  refufing  to  obey  their  fuperior  officers, 
to  be  tried  by  a court-martial,  and  punifhed  ac- 
cording to  their  fentence. 

It  is  alfo  ordered,  that  all  men  who  fliall  attempt 
to  leave  their  refpe&ive  quarters  when  they  have 
been  halted  by  the  Commander-in-chief,  fhall  fuf- 
fer  death,  unlefs  they  ffiall  have  leave  from  their 
officers  for  fo  doing. 

It  is  ordered  by  the  commander-in-chief,  that 
all  perfons  who  have  flolen  or  taken  away  any 
horfe  or  horfe$,  ffiall  immediately  bring  in  all  fuch 
horfes  to  the  camp,  at  headquarters;  otherwife 
for  any  horfe  that  fliall  be  feen  or  found  in  the 
poiTeflion  of  any  perfon  to  whom  he  does  not  be- 
long, that  perfon  ffiall,  on  being  convicted  thereof, 
fuffer  death  ; 

And  any  goods  that  ffiall  have  been  plundered 
from  any  houfe,  if  not  brought  into  head  quarters, 
or  returned  immediately  to  the  houfes  or  owners, 
that  all  perfons  fo  plundering  asaforefaid,  ffiall,  oil 
being  convicted  thereof,  fuffer  death. 

*x 
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It  is  alfo  refolved,  that  any  perfon  or  perfons 
who  fhall  take  upon  them  to  kill  or  murder  any 
perfon  or  prifoner,  burn  any  houfe,  or  commit  any 
plunder,  without  fpecial  written  orders  from  the 
commander-in-chief,  {hall  fulfer  death. 

By  order  of 

B.  B.  HARVEY,  Commander-in-chief, 
FRANCIS  BREEN,  Sec.  and  Adj, 

Head- quarter#,  Carrick- 
burn  camp,  June  6, 

1798. 


For  the  fame  purpofe  was  iffued  the  following 
proclamation. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND. 

Countrymen  and  fellow-foldiers ! 

Your  patriotic  exertions  in  the  caufe  o ' your 
country  have  hitherto  exceeded  your  mofl  ran= 
guine  expe&ations,  and  in  a fhort  time  muft  ult  i- 
mately be  crowned  with  fuccefs.  Liberty  has 
raifed  her  drooping  head:  thoufands  daily  flock  to 
her  ftandard  : the  voice  of  her  children  everv 
where  prevails.  Let  us  then,  in  the  moment  of 
triumph,  return  thanks  to  the  Almighty  Ruler  of 
the  Univerfe,  that  a total  flop  has  been  put  tothofe 
fanguinary  meafu res  which  of  late  were  but  too 
often  reformed  to  by  the  creatures  of  government, 
to  keep  the  people  in  flavery. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  now, my  countrymen,  appears  neceffary 
to  fecure  the  conquers  you  have  fo  bravely  won, 
but  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
your  chiefs  ; for,  through  a want  of  proper  fubor- 
dination  and  difcipline,  all  may  be  endangered. 

At-this  eventful  period,  all  Europe  mull  admire, 
and  poflerity  will  read  with  ailonifhment,  the  he- 
roic a£ls  achieved  by  people  ftrangers  to  military 
tadlics,  and  having  few  profeffional  commanders  : 
but  what  power  can  refill  men  fighting  for  liberty! 

In  the  moment  of  triumph,  my  countrymen,  let 
not  your  vidlories  be  tarnifhed  with  any  wanton 
a£l  of  cruelty:  many  of  thofe  unfortunate  men 
now  in  prifon  were  not  your  enemies  from  princi- 
ple moll  of  them,  compelled  by  necelfity,  were 
obliged  to  oppofe  you  : neither  let  a difference  in 
religious  fentiments  caufe  a difference  among  the 
people.  Recur  to  the  debates  in  the  Irilh  houfe 
of  lords  of  the  19th  of  February  lafl ; you  will 
there  fee  a patriotic  and  enlightened  protellant 
biihop,  with  manly  eloquence,  pleading  for  catho- 
lic emancipation  and  parliamentary  reform,  in 
oppofition  to  the  haughty  arguments  of  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  the  powerful  oppofition  of  his 
fellow-courtier^. 

To  promote  a union  of  brotherhood  and  affec- 
tion among  our  countrymen  of  ail  religious  perfua- 
lions,  has  been  our  principal  obje£l:  we  have 
fworn  in  the  moll  lolemn  manner,  have  affociated 
for  this  laudable  purpofe,  and  no  power  on  earth 
fhall  fhakc  our  refolution. 
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To  my  proteftant  foldiers  I feel  much  indebted, 
for  their  gallant  behaviour  in  the  field,  where  they 
exhibited  fignal  proofs  of  bravery  in  the  caufe. 

EDWARD  ROCHE. 

Wexford,  June  7,  1798. 


Thefe  orders  and  proclamations  were  vain.  The 
following  is  a letter  from  Ragenal  Harvey  to  Mr. 
Francis  Glafcott,  who  had  written  to  him  for  his 
proteftion. 

Dear  Sir, 

I received  your  letter ; but  what 
t6  do  for  you  I know  not.  I from  my  heart  wifti 
to  prote£t  all  property : I can  fcarce  protedl  my- 
felf ; and  indeed  my  filiation  is  much  to  be  pitied, 
and  diftrefling  to  myfelf.  I took  my  prefent  fitu- 
ation  in  hopes  of  doing  good,  and  preventing  roif- 
chief,  my  truft  is  in  Providence : I adled  always 
an  honeft  difinterefted  part ; and  had  my  advice 
been  taken  by  thofe  in  power,  the  prefent  mifchief 
would  never  have  arifen.  If  I can  retire  to  a pri- 
vate ftation  again,  I will  immediately.  Mr.  Tot- 
tenham’s refilling  to  fpeak  to  the  gentleman  I fent 
into  Rofs,  who  was  madly  fhot  by  the  foldiers,  was 
very  unfortunate  : it  has  fet  the  people  mad  with 
rage,  and  there  is  no  refiraining  them.  The  per- 
fon  I fent  in  had  private  inftru&ions  to  propofe  a 

reconci- 
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reconciliation  ; but  God  knows  where  this  bufinefs 
will  end ; but  end  how  it  will,  the  good  men  of 
both  parties  will  be  inevitably  ruined. 


I am,  with  refpeft,  yours,  &c.  &e. 


June  8,  1798. 


B.  B.  HARVEY. 


How  far  the  {hooting  of  men  bearing  flags  of 
truce,  without  orders  from  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, may  be  confiftent  with  ftrift  military  difci- 
pline,  I fhall  not  pretend  to  judge  : but  certainly 
a relaxation  of  difcipline  in  the  army  was  a matter 
on  which  the  rebels  had  been  inftru&ed  to  rely 
for  fuccefs,  previoufly  to  the  infurre&ion,  by  the 
chiefs  of  the  confpiracy. 

The  following  oaths,  ordered  to  be  adminiftered 
to  privates  and  officers  among  the  rebels,  proved 
as  unavailing  for  the  efbibliffiment  of  difcipline 
among  them,  as  the  orders  and  proclamations  of 
their  generals. 


Oath  of  a Private . 

I,  * *,  do  folemnly  and  fincerely  fwear,  and 
take  God,  and  his  only  fon,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
to  witnefs,  that  I will  at  all  times  be  obedient  to 
the  commands  of  my  officers  ; that  I am  ready  to 
lay  down  my  life  for  the  good  of  my  country;  that 
I have  an  averfion  to  plunder,  and  to  the  fpilling 

of 
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of  innocent  blood  ; that  I will  fight  courageoufly 
in  the  field,  and  have  mercy  where  it  can  be 
given  ; that  I will  avoid  .drunkennefs  tending  to 
diforder  and  ruin ; that  I will  endeavour  to  make 
as  many  friends,  and  as  few  enemies,  as  pofiible; 
that  above  all,  I deteft  a coward,  and  that  I will 
look  upon  him  as  an  enemy  who  will  ftand  back 
in  the  time  of  battle.— So  kelp  me  God! 


Oath  ordered  to  be  adminijlered  to  Officers. 

In  the  awful  prefence  of  God,  who  knows  the 
heart  and  thoughts  of  all  men,  and  calling  my 
country  to  witnefs,  I,  * officer  in  * *,  do  folemn- 
]y  fwear,  that  I do  not  confider  my  life  my  own, 
when  my  country  demands  it  ; that  I confider  that 
the  prefent  moment  calls  for  a proof  of  the  fmcerity 
of  that  fentiment,  and  I am  ready  and  defirous  to 
Hand  the  teft  ; and  I do  aver,  that  I am  determin- 
ed to  die,  or  lead  to  vi&ory  ; and  that  all  my  ac- 
tions fhall  be  directed  to  the  profperity  of  the 
common  caufe,  uninfluenced  by  any  inferior  mo- 
tive ; and  I further  declare  my  utter  averfion  to 
all  alarmifts,  union-breakers,  and  cowards,  and 
my  refpedt  and  obedience  to  the  commands  of  fu~ 
perior  officers. — So  kelp  me  God. 

By  order  of  the  council, 

B.  B.  HARVEY,  Prefident, 
NICHOLAS  GRAY,  Sec. 

Done  at  the  council-chamber, 

Wexford,  June  14,  1798. 
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NUMBER  II. 

TRIAL  OF  WILLIAM  FEN  LON  t 

COURT-MARTIAL  AT  WEXFORD,  SEPT.  12,  1799* 

Mary  Hall , j worn , 

Says,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  June, 
in  the  rebellion,  fhe  fent  her  fon  with  fome  tea  to 
her  hufband,  who  was  the  night  before  a prifoner 
with  the  rebels  in  Mr.  Bayle’s  barn  ; that  foon  after 
her  fon  returned,  and  told  her  that  his  father  beg- 
ged fhe  would  go  up  dire&ly,  for  he  had  been  taken 
to  Vinegar-hill,  and  put  into  the  mill,  and  was  in 
fear  of  being  immediately  put  to  death  ; that  fhe 
did  go  up,  when  her  hufband  told  her  he  was  to 
be  put  to  death  ; and,  the  prifoner  then  coming 
tip,  her  hufband  faid,  cc  that’s  the  man  will  kill 
<c  me,  Bill  Fenlon,  the  nailor.”  The  prifoner  Fen- 
Ion  then  came  into  the  mill,  and  defired  her  huf- 
band to  come  out.  Witnefs  immediately  allied 
prifoner  if  he  would  not  give  her  hufband  a trial. 
Prifoner  faid  he  would,  but  that  Dan  Flaherty  (a 
man  who  had  fvvorn  againfl  her  hufband)  fhould 
try  him.  Witnefs  anfwered,  fhe  was  contented, 
fo  he  was  tried,  and  begged  he  would  have  com- 
panion on  her  and  her  ten  children.  The  prifoner 
then  faid  with  an  oath  that  he  would  fhoot  him 
firft,  and  try  him  afterwards.  Prifoner  then  tore 
her  hufband  out  of  her  arms,  and  placed  centres 
on  each  door  to  keep  her  within.  In  fome  time 
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after  witnefs  heard  a (hot,  and  forced  her  way  out 
of  the  door,  where  fhe  faw  the  rebels  dragging  a 
body  by  the  heels.  The  prifoner  was  there  with 
a blunderbufs  and  an  officers  fafh.  The  body 
they  were  dragging,  £he  found,  was  her  hufband’s. 
She  took  the  body  in  her  arms.  During  this  time 
it  thundered  violently  with  much  lightning.  The 
rebels  fell  on  their  knees  and  bleffed  themfelves. 
Some  of  them  defired  her  to  throw  the  body  of  her 
hufband  away,  and  blefs  herfelf.  They  then  afked 
her  what  was  the  reafon  of  the  thunder  ? She  an- 
Iwered,  that  God  was  angry  at  their  adls.  cc  No, 
“ you  w . . . e,”  replied  they,  “ God  founds  the 
ec  horn  of  joy  that  an  Orangeman  is  killed.”  Her 
hnlband  then,  whom  fhe  had  thought  dead,ftretch- 
ed  out  his  feet,  and  turned  to  her,  and  faid, 
fic  Molly,  my  dear,  take  me  from  thefe  people/5 
and  then  expired.  The  body  of  her  hufband  was 
black,  as  if  from  the  ftripes  of  a cat-o’-nine-tails, 
and  the  mark  of  a bullet  that  entered  his  breaft 
and  came  out  at  his  fhoulder.  The  rebels,  among 
whom  was  the  prifoner,  refufed  to  let  her  take  the 
body,  but  witnefs  declared  fhe  would  not  leave  it. 
They  faid  they  would  not  kill  her,  as  fhe  was  with 
child,  and  fhe  fhould  have  a chriftian,  which  fhe 
never  had  before  ; but  that  if  fhe  was  fo  fond  of  a 
dead  hufband,  they  would  cut  him  into  pound 
pieces,  and  put  him  in  her  fkirts. 

Qyejlion.  Do  you  know  the  prifoner,  and  could 
you  from  fright,  or  other  caufe,  miftake  him  ? 

Anfwer . I have  known  him  long.  I could  not 
miftake  him. 
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When  did  you  next  fee  the  prifoner  ? 

A . 1 never  faw  him  after  until  he  was  taken, 
and  was  on  his  way  to  jail ; but  I fpoke  to  general 
Johnfon,  and  every  perfon  I knew,  to  have  him 
taken  immediately  after  the  rebellion. 

6^  by  the  prifoner.  Did  you  ever  fee  me  attempt 
to  kill  any  man  ? 

A.  I did  not  actually  fee  you  (hoot  my  hulband; 
but  1 faw  you  drag  him  from  me,  when  you  faid 
you  would  maflacre  him,  as  you  would  Archy 
Jacob,  if  you  had  him. 

James  Hall , /worn. 

Says,  that  he  was  in  the  mill  when  the  prifoner 
came  and  ordered  his  father  out,  and  took  hold  of 
him  by  the  arm  and  dragged  him  from  his  mother. 
That  the  prifoner  ordered  a man  to  hold  a pike 
acrofs  the  door,  to  prevent  any  one  getting  out ; 
but  witnefs  (looped  under  the  pike  and  took  hold 
of  his  father  ; that  the  prifoner  and  Morgan  Byrne 
ordered  a man  to  whip  his  father,  which  was  done ; 
that  the  prifoner  was  armed  w’ith  a blunderbufs* 
and  called  out  to  one  Murtagh  Keane  to  come  and 
(hoot  his  father.  Some  one  anfwered  that  Keane 
was  at  Mr.  Richards’s,  when  witnefs  ran  away,  and 
foon  after  heard  a (hot ; he  foon  after  came  back, 
and  faw  his  father  lying  dead  in  his  mother’s  lap. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  the  day  you  faw  me  in  the 
guard-room  at  Ennifcorthy  r 
A . I do. 


Qi  Did 
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Q.  Did  you  not  then  fay  you  did  not  know  it 
was  I that  killed  your  father? 

A.  1 did  not.  I faid  you  dragged  my  father  out, 
but  I did  not  know  who  ihot  him,  as  I ran  away. 

Trifoner’s  Defence 

Is,  that  his  witneffes  do  not  appear,  and  he  has 
nothing  farther  to  fay  than  that  he  was  not  on  the 
hill  when  Idall  was  murdered. 

The  prifoner  was  hanged. 


TRIAL  OF  JOHN  HAH  G HR  AN  : 

WEXFORD,  SEPT.  26,  1 799* 

William  Bridges , (private  in  the  invalids')  f worn , 

Says,  that  he  heard  the  rebels  call  the  prifoner 
captain.  That  the  prifoner  took  witnels  to  be 
chriftened  ; and  about  two  days  before  the  battle 
of  Horetown  the  prifoner  gave  him  up  to  a man 
whom  prifoner  called  ferjeant  Keating.  At  that 
time  prifoner  was  armed  with  a fword,  and  appear- 
ed to  witnefs  to  be  in  command.  Witnefs  never 
faw  prifoner  command  a party,  but  he  always 
feemed  to  have  the  chief  command  at  Tintern.— 
Witnefs  was  there  till  two  days  before  the  battle 

of 
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of  Horetown,  and  never  knew  any  one  elfe  in  com- 
mand. 

Crofs  examined  ly  the  prifoner . 

Do  you  believe  that  there  were  men  who 
were  not  captains,  and  wore  fwords  ? 

A.  I cannot  fay. 

Could  any  other  perfon  than  the  prifoner 
have  the  command  at  Tintern? 

A . There  might ; but  the  prifoner  appeared  to 
me  to  have  the  chief  command. 

Q ^ Did  you  ever  hear  the  prifoner  called  fer- 
jeant  ? 

A.  I heard  feveral  people  called  ferjeant,  but 
never  heard  the  prifoner  called  fo. 

Were  there  any  threats  orpromifes  held  out 
to  you  to  l'wear  againfl:  the  prifoner  ? 

A . There  were  not  any. 

Sarah  Smith , j worn , 

Says,  that  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  in  the  rebel- 
lion, a party  of  rebels  came  to  her  houfe  at  Salt- 
mills,  near  Tintern.  That  the  prifoner  was  one  of 
the  party,  and  feemed  to  witnefs  to  be  their  leader. 
They  afked  for  her  hufband.  She  told  them  he 
was  not  at  home.  They  then  pafTed  her  door,  but 
the  prifoner  hopped  them,  and  ordered  them  to  go 
into  the  houfe  and  try.  They  went  in,  and  brought 
out  her  hufband,  whom  they  left  guarded,  while 
they  went  to  fearch  for  another  protehant  family. 
On  their  coming  back,  witnefs  begged  they  would 

permit 
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permit  her  hufband  to  flop  and  get  his  breakfaft  ; 
but  the  prifoner  faid  he  fhould  not  hay  ; and  gave 
orders  that  he  and  all  the  protellants  they  could 
find  that  day  fhould  be  brought  to  Scullabogue.-^- 
There  were  twenty-four,  young  and  old,  of  the 
parifh  of  Tintern,  fent  there,  and  murdered  on  the 
5th  of  June,  among  whom  was  the  hulband,  the 
brother,  hfter,  and  niece,  of  the  witnefs.  Witnefs 
received  feveral  orders  from  the  prifoner  relative  to 
diftributing  miLk,  and  never  knew  any  one  in  com- 
mand at  Tintern  except  the  prifoner.  Once,  on  a 
complaint  being  made  again!!  her,  fhe  went  to  the 
prifoner  to  knoty  what  fhe  fhould  do,  who  defired 
her  to  diftribute  the  milk  to  the  rebels  every 
morning  as  far  as  it  would  go.  When  the  account 
came  to  Tintern  of  the  murders  at  Scullabogue, 
the  widows  and  relatives  of  tnofe  that  were  muN 
dered  got  together,  and  were  lamenting  in  the 
fircet,  when  the  prifoner  came  up  to  witnefs  and 
faid,  if  he  heard  any  more  of  it,  he  would  collefl 
us  all  together,  and  fend  us  after  our  hufbands.  A 
few  days  after,  the  prifoner  gave  a pafs  to  witnefs 
to  go  and  get  herfelf  chriftened,  and  told  her  they 
mull  all  be  of  one  religion,  for  it  was  that  they 
were  fighting  for.  The  pals  was  ligned  by  the 
prifoner.  Witnefs  never  knew  any  one  give  a pafs 
but  the  prifoner. 

Cr of s- examined  by  the  prifoner* 

Did  you  know  Patrick  Stafford? 

A.  I knew  him  by  fight,  but  had  no  acquaint- 
ance with  him. 

q.  Did 
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Did  you  not  hear,  and  do  you  not  believe, 
that  Patrick  Stafford  was  the  captain  of  the  Tin- 
tern  corps  ? 

A.  I did  not  hear  it,  and  I don’t  believe  it.— 
There  were  two  Tintern  corps.  One  went  from 
Tintern  to  murder,  and  the  other  ffaid  at  home  to 
fend  the  proteftants  to  them,  and  to  plunder. 

Q ^ Did  the  prifoner  go  the  whole  way  to  Scul- 
labogue  with  your  hulband  ? 

A . I do  not  know.  I faw  him  as  far  as  the 
church. 

Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  at  Tintern  on  the 
5th  of  June  ? 

A.  I did  not — I am  pofitive  I did  not. 

Q Did  you  ever  hear  the  prifoner  called  fer- 
jeant  ? 

A . I never  heard  the  prifoner  called  by  any 
title. 

Catherine  Poor , j worn , 

Says,  that  fhe  was  a prifoner  at  Tintern  during 
the  rebellion,  and  always  underflood  that  the  pri- 
foner was  a captain  and  juftice  of  peace : has 
beard  the  rebels  call  him  captain.  Witnefs  went 
to  get  fomething  to  eat.  He  laid  he  would  not: 
give  her  any  unlels  fire  became  a chriftian  ; for  if 
he  did,  he  would  break  his  oath. 

Did  you  know  that  Stafford  was  captain  of 
the  Tintern  corps  ? 

A.  I heard  he  was  captain  of  the  corps  that 
went  to  the  battle  of  Rofs,  and  was  killed  there. 


Q.  Did 
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Q ^ Did  you  ever  hear  the  prifoner  called  fer- 
jeant  ? 

A*  I never  heard  him  called  any  thing  but  cap- 
tain and  juftice  of  peace. 

Jofeph  Kelly , j worn , 

Says,  that  his  father  was  burned  at  Scullabogue, 
and  that  he,  not  being  able  to  get  away,  joined  the 
rebels  to  fave  his  life.  That  before  he  was  per-s 
mitted  to  join,  he  was  advifed  to  take  the  united 
path.  That  the  man  who  advifed  him  took  him 
to  the  prifoner,  as  being  the  firft  in  command  at 
Tintern.  The  prifoner  then  adminiftered  the 
united  oath  to  witnefs.  When  general  Lake’s 
proclamation  came  out,  witnefs  heard  the  prifoner 
addrefs  a party  of  the  rebels  and  fay,  <c  boys,  we 
may  as  well  lay  down  our  fpears  for  a few  days 
“ to  fave  our  lives,  as  the  proteflants  turned  to 
mafs  to  fave  theirs.” 

Jeremiah  Boyce , J worn , 

Says,  he  never  knew  the  prifoner  to  be  called 
captain,  but  knew  no  other  perfon  in  command  at 
Tintern.  lie  ordered  witnefs  to  the  camp  at 
Lacken,  and  gave  palfes,  which  pafTes  protected 
tliofe  they  were  given  to ; has  heard  him  called 
ferjeant.  Witnefs  was  with  the  rebels  from  the 
battle  of  Rofs  until  the  day  before  the  battle  of 
Horetown,  and  never  knew  a rebel  ferjeant  with 
the  command,  the  prifoner  excepted,  at  Tintern. 
Witnefs  was  fworn  a united  man. 


G.  bv 
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by  the  prifoner . Did  you  ever  fee  me  at  the 
head  of  a party  of  rebels  ? 

A • I never  did. 

Did  you  hear  that  Stafford  was  captain  of 
the  Tintern  corps  ? 

A . I never  knew  any  one  elfe  to  be  captain  of 
the  Tintern  corps. 

Do  you  live  near  Tintern  ? 

A . Within  lefs  than  a quarter  of  a mile. 

Did  ferjeants  wear  fwords  ? 

A . Some  did. 

by  the  court.  After  Stafford  and  his  corps  left 
Tintern,  who  had  the  chief  command? 

A . John  Haughran,  the  prifoner. 

Prifoner  s Defence, 
fohn  Porter  f worn . 

by  the  prifoner.  What  religion  are  you  of? 

A . A proteffant.  4 

Were  you  at  Tintern  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I was — on  guard  there  during  that  time. 

6^  Did  you  often  fee  me  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I did,  often. 

Did  you  ever  confider  me  as  a captain  ? 

A.  I never  did  hear  you  called  any  but  ferjeant. 

Q k Do  you  think  I could  have  been  captain 
without  your  hearing  it  ? 

A.  I cannot  tell ; but  I did  not  hear  you  called 
captain  ; and  if  you  were  one,  I think  I muff  have 
heard  it  from  homebody. 

Cf  by  the  court.  Did  you  know  any  captain  dur- 
ing the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I 
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A,  I did. 

Q.  Who  had  the  chief  command  at  Tintern  ? 

A.  I cannot  tell. 

Did  you  do  any  duty  as  a rebel  ? 

A . I was  made  to  ftand  guard  at  Tintern,  and  I 
was  on  guard  the  whole  time  of  the  rebellion. 

Q l Under  whofe  command  ? 

A . I cannot  tell. 

Q.  On  your  oath  had  not  the  prifoner  the  chief 
command  at  Tintern  ? 

A.  I cannot  tell : I cannot  form  a belief  whe- 
ther he  had  or  not. 

Thomas  'Ryan  j worn . 

Q L by  the  prifoner.  Did  you  live  in  Tintern  dur- 
ing the  rebellion  ? 

A . I did,  near  the  prifoner. 

Did  you  fee  him  frequently  ? 

A . 1 did. 

<£(.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  called  captain? 

A . I never  did.  He  was  called  ferjeant  fome- 
times. 

Q.  Could  he  have  been  a captain  without  your 
knowledge  ? 

A . I do  not  think  he  could. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  feeing  the  prifoner  the  day 
that  Scullabogue  was  burned  ? 

A.  I faw  him  at  Tintern  in  the  morning,  at 
noon,  and  in  the  night  of  that  day.  I faw  him 
the  day  before  and  the  day  after. 


Q ^ Did 
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Q.  Did  you  know  Stafford,  and  had  he  the  com- 
mand of  the  Tintern  corps  ? 

A.  I knew  him ; he  had  the  command  of  the 
Tintern  corps, 

Q ^ Do  you  know  Mr.  Devereux  ? 

A . I do.  I believe  he  fucceeded  Stafford  in 
the  command.  He  placed  me  as  centry. 

by  the  court.  Do  you  know  of  the  prifoner 
having  any  authority  whatsoever  at  Tintern? 

A.  1 do  not.  I heard  him  called  ferjeant. 

Do  you  know  who  ordered  Smith  to  be  taken 
to  Scullabogue  ? 

A.  I do  not.  I faw  Stafford  riding  in  the  town 
that  day. 

Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  prifoner  ordered 
Smith  to  Scullabogue  ? 

A.  I never  heard  it  from  any  one  I could  depend 
on.  I heard  it  from  women  and  children  who  faid 
they  were  prefent. 

Do  you  know  who  adminiftered  the  united 
oath  at  Tintern  ? 

A.  I heard  Stafford  did. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar  adminiftered  it  ? 

A.  I never  did. 

6^  Had  the  prifoner  any  authority  in  regulating 
or  diftributing  provifions,  as  you  heard. 

A.  I never  faw  it,  but  heard  he  did. 

Could  a man  diftribute  provifions  that  had 
no  authority  ? 

A.  I believe  not. 

» 
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At  the  time  that  you  heard  that  the  prifoncr 
diftributed  provifions,  do  you  not  believe  he  had 
the  chief  authority? 

A . I do  not  know  whether  he  had  or  not. 

Richard  Synnot  j worn . 

hy  the  prifoner.  Where  were  you  during  the 
rebellion  ? 

A.  I was  in  Tintern,  except  for  two  days. 

Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  ? 

A.  Every  day,  except  the  two  days  I was  abfent. 

Did  you  ever  know  him  to  have  any  com- 
mand? 

A.  I have  heard  him  called  ferjeant,  but  never 
captain.  I once  heard  Devereux  order  him  to 
colledt  all  the  proteftants,  and  keep  them  until  he 
fhould  call  for  them.  Devereux  was  a captain, 
and  had  great  influence.  He  gave  orders  in  a 
threatening  manner  : the  prifoner  refufed  to  obey 
them,  and  faid  it  was  a thing  too  bad  for  him  to  do. 

Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  the  day  that  Scul- 
labogue  was  burned  ? 

A . I did,  before  noon  and  after. 

Q.  Who  was  captain  of  the  Tintern  corps  ? 

A . Stafford  until  he  was  killed. 

Q c hy  the  court . What  did  the  prifoner  think 
was  to  be  done  to  the  proteflants  when  he  faid  it 
was  too  bad  a thing  for  him  to  do  ? 

A . I do  not  know  what  he  thought.  I thought 
they  were  to  be  brought  up  to  camp. 

QcV* 
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Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  taking  of 
George  Smith  ? 

A.  I do  not,  except  that  in  the  morning  1 faw 
Smith  guarded  by  a man  with  a pike.  Smith  was 
crying. 

Did  Devereux  order  that  the  prifoners  fhould 
not  get  any  thing  to  eat  ? 

A . I did  not  hear  him  fay  any  thing  of  that. 

What  authority  had  the  prifoner  in  Tintern  ? 

A . He  was  called  ferjeant.  I faw  him  give  vic- 
tuals to  people. 

Who  had  the  chief  command  at  Tintern  when 
Devereux  was  abfent  ? 

A.  I think  Patrick  Fallon. 

by  the  prifoner . Do  you  think  I would  have 
taken  up  the  proteflants  if  I had  not  been  ordered  ? 

A . I think  you  would  not. 

^ by  the  court . If  a man  could  refufe  one  of  the 
proteflants  time  to  eat  his  breakfaft,  and  threaten 
one  of  their  widows  with  the  fate  of  her  murdered 
hufband,  do  you  think  fuch  a man  would  require  an 
order  to  take  a proteflant  up  ? 

A.  I think  he  would  not. 

«%.  by  the  prifoner*  Do  you  think  Fallpn  took  a 
more  a&ive  part  than  I did  ?; 

A.  I do. 


Nicholas  Cullen  fworn . 

by  the  prifoner . Were  you  often  in  Tintern 
during  the  rebellion— and  wha_t  was  I ? 

A.  1 
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A.  I was  often  there,  and  fometimes  at  camp, 
and  never  heard  you  called  any  thing  but  ferjeant. 

Did  you  know  Fallon,  and  had  he  any  com- 
mand ? 

A.  I know  he  came  to  my  hcufe  and  ordered  me 
to  camp. 

by  the  court . Had  the  prifoner  the  chief  com- 
mand at  Tintern  ? 

A.  I never  knew  him  to  have  any  command,  but 
he  was  diftributor  of  provifions. 

Patrick  Murphy  J worn . 

Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  during  the  rebel- 
lion ? 

A . I did.  He  flept  at  my  Iioufe,  about  a mile 
from  Tintern,  the  night  before  the  protellants  were 
taken.  On  that  day  he  left  my  houfe  about  ten  in 
the  morning.  In  the  evening  he  returned,  and  told 
me  that  he  had  been  met  by  a party  going  to  take 
up  the  protellants,  who  forced  him  to  go  along  with 
them.  He  told  me  the  protellants  were  taken  pri- 
foners  to  the  camp,  and  exprelfed  great  forrow'  at  it. 
I never  heard  him  called  captain  or  ferjeant,  or 
ever  knew  him  to  have  any  authority  whatever. 

Had  you  any  converfation  with  any  perfon 
relative  to  the  evidence  you  wrere  to  give  here  ? 

A . No,  I never  had. 

Were  you  in  gaol  to  day,  and  did  you  con- 
verfe  with  the  prifoner  ? 

A.  I was,  and  fpoke  to  the  prifoner. 
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Q Had  you  and  the  prifoner  any  converfation 
about  your  evidence  ? 

A . We  had  not  a word. 

The  prifoner  was  tranfported. 


TRIAL  OF  NICHOLAS  WALSH. 

^VEXFGRD,  APRIL  24,  l8oO* 

Mary  Hall  j worn. . 

J^.  Where  were  you  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A . In  my  own  houfe  in  the  Back-ftreet  of  EnniL 
corthv. 

& Do  you  know  the  prifoner  ? 

A.  I do. 

Did  you  fee  him  during  the  rebellion,  and 
what  was  his  conduct  ? 

A . I faw  him  the  firft  week  of  the  rebellion  at  the 
head  of  a party  of  men,  of  which  he  was  captain,  in 
the  Ilreet  of  Ennifcorthy,  He  was  dancing  before 
them,  and  offered  fifty  pounds  for  Mr.  Jacob’s 
head,  or  any  other  heretic’s.  On  the  7th  of  June, 
between  light  and  dark,  I faw  him  with  a candle  in 
his  hand,  and  a number  of  men  with  him.  He 
came  to  my  houfe,  where  I,  with  my  eight  children, 
was  fitting  on  the  ftep  of  the  door.  He  defired  me 
to  give  out  my  hulband,  that  bloody  orangeman,  or 

he 
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he  would  burn  the  houfe.  I told  him  he  was  not 
there.  He  then  went  into  the  houfe  and  up  flairs, 
firft  placing  centries  at  the  front  and  back  doors,  and 
at  the  foot  of  the  flairs.  I and  my  children  ac- 
companied him  up  flairs.  In  the  garret,  on  the  fet- 
off  of  the  chimney,  my  hufband  was  hiding.  The 
prifoner  difcovered  him  there,  and  ordered  him  to 
come  down,  for  an  orange  rafcal.  I then  fell  on 
my  knees  to  him  to  crave  mercy.  He  fwore,  if  I 
did  not  go  down  in  two  minutes,  he  would  cut  my 
head  off,  and  then  he  threw  tw7o  of  my  children 
down  the  flairs.  He  then  took  my  hufband  down, 
and  brought  him  to  the  rebel  guard-houfe,  where  I 
accompanied  him.  He  then  defired  his  men  to  give 
three  cheers  for  the  taking  of  an  orangeman  ; and 
faid  he  fhould  be  killed  next  day.  My  hufband 
was  kept  in  the  guard-houfe,  where  I faw  him  re- 
peatedly every  day  until  the  i ith  of  June.  On  the 
morning  of  that  day  the  prifoner  came  to  the  guard- 
houfe  in  Ennifcorthy,  where  I then  was.  He  afked 
what  was  the  reafon  that  the  prifoners  in  the  guard* 
houfe  v^ere  not  killed,  and  faid,  if  they  were  not 
put  to  death  before  the  next  day,  he  would  kill  the 
guards  themfelves.  He  feemed  to  have  the  chief 
command.  That  evening  the  prifoners  (to  the 
amount  of  twenty-four,  as  I think,  among  whom 
was  my  hufband)  were  brought  up  to  Mr.  Bale’s 
barn,  which  lies  under  Vinegar-hill,  and  was  ufed  as 
a prifon  by  the  rebels.  The  next  day  Mr,  Iiunte, 
Mr.  Reynolds,  Mrt  Robinfon,  one  Simpfon  a wea- 
ver, and  another  man,  were  taken  out  of  the  barn, 
and  murdered.  I faw  their  bodies  lying  in  the  fields 

flript. 
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ftript.  On  the  14th  my  hufband  and  fixteen  more 
were  taken  up  to  the  hill,  and  murdered.  I did  not 
fee  them  put  to  death,  as  I was  prevented  from  go- 
ing out  of  the  wind-mill ; but  I faw  them  lying 
dead  when  I got  out.  I found  the  rebels  dragging 
my  hufband’s  body  round  the  hill. 

4k  When  you  found  your  hufband’s  body,  did 
you  fee  the  prifoner  ? 

A . i was  fo  confounded,  I did  not  know  any 
body. 

Did  you  take  away  the  body  ? 

A.  1 did,  and  buried  it. 

4J.  Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I did  not  fee  him  on  the  hill,  that  I recollect. 
My  attention  was  taken  up  by  my  hufband, 

4k  Do  you  know  the  prifoner,  and  could  you  be 
miltaken  in  him  ? 

A I knew  him  for  two  years,  and  could  not  be 
miltaken  in  him. 

4k  bj  the  prifoner . How  long  before  your  huf- 
band was  murdered  wras  it  that  you  faw  me  ? 

A.  I faw  you  the  day  before,  dancing  round  the 
liberty-tree.  I do  not  recollect  feeing  you  the  day 
of  the  murder. 

4k  Were  you  prefent  when  Mr.  Hunte  was  mur- 
dered ? 

A . I was  not  prefent  when  any  of  them  were 
murdered. 

4k  When  your  hufband  was  taken  prifoner,  did 
not  one  of  the  party  want  to  kill  him,  and  did  not 
I interfere  to  prevent  him  ? 

A . No  fuch  thing. 
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Whai  hour  of  the  day  was  it  that  your  huf- 
band  was  murdered  ? 

A . I cannot  tell  the  hour  ; it  was  in  the  morning. 

William  Furlong  j worn . 

Where  were  you  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A . At  Ennifcorthy. 

Did  you  know  the  late  Thomas  Hall  ? 

A.  1 did. 

Do  you  know  the  prifoner  ? 

A.  I do. 

Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  with  Hall  during  the 
rebellion  ? 

A . I did.  I faw  him  commanding  a party  of  re- 
bels, and  bringing  Hall  out  of  his  own  houfe.  He 
was  fhouting  and  exulting  that  they  had  taken 
Hall. 

Do  you  know  what  became  of  Hall  ? 

A.  I faw  him  afterwards  dead  on  a car  with  his 
wife. 

by  the  prifoner.  Did  you  ever  fee  me  take  any 
command,  except  the  day  yon  faw  me  with  Hall  ? 

A . I did  feveral  times ; once  in  particular  when 
the  Newtownbarry  yeomen  came  near  Ennifcorthy 
to  reconnoitre,  I faw*  you  order  a party  of  rebels  on 
horfeback  to  purfue  them,  and  you  headed  them 
yourfelf. 

Were  you  prefent  when  Hail  was  murdered  ? 

A,  I was  not. 

Ck  by  the  court , Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  do  any 
other  adts  that  fhewed  he  had  a command  ? 

A.  I 
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A.  1 faw  him  early  in  the  rebellion,  when  the 
rebels  were  forming  their  camps,  fworn  in  to  ad  as 
captain  of  the  corps  of  the  pariffi  of  St.  Mary’s. 
They  fwore  each  other  ; the  men  to  be  true  to  their 
officers  ; the  officers  to  be  true  to  the  men.  There 
were  a thoufand  rebels  affembled.  This  was  in 
Codd’s  held. 

by  the  prifoner.  At  what  diffance  were  you 
from  me  ? 

A . Within  ten  or  fifteen  yards* 

Mi ofes  Allen  fworn. 

j2.  Were  you  at  Glafcanny  during  the  rebellion? 

A . I was. 

What  did  you  fee  done  there  ? 

A . The  day  after  Wexford  was  taken  by  the  re- 
bels, I was  there.  I heard  fome  ffiots  fired.  In  two 
or  three  minutes  I came  up,  and  faw  four  men,  two 
of  whom  I knew,  Dick  Leech  and  William  Mooney, 
lyipg  on  the  ground  bleeding.  The  rebels  were 
going  away  when  I came  up.  I faw  Walffi  the  pri- 
foner get  off  his  horfe,  and  with  his  fword  ftrike  one 
of  the  bodies  on  the  ground.  He  then  mounted  his 
horfe,  and  went  off  with  the  reft  of  the  rebels. 

by  the  prifoner . Did  you  know  me  long  be- 
fore the  rebellion  ?. 

A . Two  years  at  any  rate. 

John  Mooney  fworn . 

SL  Did  you  know  William  Mooney  and  Richard 
Leech  ? 

A.  I 
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A.  I did.  William  Mooney  was  my  brother. 

What  is  become  of  them  ? 

A . They  are  both  dead. 

How  do  you  know  ? 

A . I had  heard  that  my  brother  was  murdered 
within  a mile  of  Caftlebridge,  a week  after  Vinegar- 
hill  was  retaken  by  the  king’s  army.  I went  there 
to  find  the  body,  and  found  it ; it  had  the  mark  of 
a gun-fhot  wound  juft  under  the  ear.  There  were 
two  bodies  more  in  the  fame  hole — John  Hawkins' 
and  James  Lett’s.  Leech’s  was  taken  out  before, 
as  the  man  told  me  who  took  him  up. 

J?.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  prifoner  Walfli 
“—whether  during  the  rebellion  he  acted  as  a cap- 
tain ? 

A . I faw  him  fworn  in  a captain  near  Ennifcor- 
ihy.  I faw  him  take  the  oath.  He  was  in  a circle, 
when  he  was  kiffed  by  Kerns  the  priefi:,  who  wifhed 
him  good  luck.  I faw  a lieutenant  fworn  to  ferve 
under  him. 

by  the  prifoner.  Was  the  circle  a large  one 
that  you  fay  was  formed  round  me  ? 

A.  It  was  large. 

What  day  was  it  that  this  oath  was  adminif- 
tered  on  ? 

A.  I cannot  tell.  It  y/as  the  day  after  the  battle 
pf  Borris. 

Edward  Goff  fworn . 

Where  were  you  in  the  rebellion  ? 

A . I was  taken  prifoner  in  this  town  by  the  re- 
bels, and  afterwards  brought  to  Ennifcorthy,  where. 
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at  the  Iiiterceffion  of  fome  friends,  I was  in  about 
three  days  liberated,  on  condition  of  carrying  a 
pike.  In  about  four  days  after  I faw  the  prifoner, 
Nicholas  Walfh,  go  with  a party  of  rebels  to  Mr, 
Sutton’s,  the  prieft’s  houfe,  from  whence  he  took 
Mr.  Hume,  a lieutenant  in  captain  Pounden’s  corps, 
and  put  him  into  the  rebel  guard-houfe.  I faw 
Walfh,  the  prifoner,  in  about  five  days  after,  come 
with  a party,  and  take  Mr.  Hunte  out  of  the  guard- 
room,  and  bring  him  up  to  Mr.  Bale’s  barn,  where 
lie  fet  a guard  over  him.  In  about  three  days  after, 
the  prifoner  came  to  the  barn  with  a drawn  fword 
in  his  hand,  at  the  head  of  a party  of  rebels,  when  I 
heard  him  order  Mr.  Hunte  to  be  brought  out. 
Mr.  Hunte,  who  had  been  wounded  on  Whitfun- 
Monday,  was  brought  out.  The  prifoner  then  or- 
dered the  party  to  put  Mr.  Hunte  to  death,  which 
they  did  by  fhooting  and  piking  him. 

by  the  prifoner . Do  you  know  the  particular 
day  this  murder  was  committed  ? 

A . To  the  bed  of  my  knowledge  it  was  the  13th 
of  June. 

ijk  At  what  hour  of  the  day  ? 

A . I do  not  exactly  know  the  hour.  It  was  in 
the  forenoon  ; I believe  before  ten  o’clock.  I am 
fare  it  was  before  twelve. 

John  Hampton  fworn . 

•§£  Where  were  you  in  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
bellion ? 

A.  At  Ennifcorthy. 

Bid 
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.9.  Did  you  know  Samuel  Barber  ? 

A.  I did. 

4k  When  and  where  did  you  fee  him  during  the 
rebellion  ? 

A,  The  day  the  rebels  took  Ennifcorthy,  about 
half  an  hour  after  the  yeomen  and  militia  had  re- 
treated, I faw  him  at  Sparrow’s  brewery  in  Ennif- 
corthy, Handing  there.  I faw  the  prifoner  come  up 
to  him,  and  alk  him  what  he  was.  Barber  made 
no  anfwer,  but  ran  away.  Wailh  overtook  him  in 
^bout  three  perches,  and  ftabbed  him  in  the  back 
with  a pitch  fork.  Barber  fell,  and  the  prifoner 
flabbed  him  feveral  times  until  he  died. 

4k  Was  Barber  armed  ? 

A.  He  was  not.  He  was  Handing  quietly. 

by  the  prifoner . Was  there  any  crowd  in  the 
ftreet  when  you  faw  Barber  firH  ? 

A . There  was  not. 

4k  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  ? 

A . I cannot  fay ; about  an  hour  and  a half  be- 
fore fun-fet. 

j|k  Have  you  been  promifed  any  reward  for 
fwearing  againH  me  ? 

A . I have  not. 

George  Freeman  fivorn . 

4k  Were  you  a prifoner  with  the  rebels  during 
the  rebellion  ? 

A . I was  taken  up  to  Vinegar-hill  feveral  times, 
and  liberated  by  fome  friends  I had  among  the 
rebels. 
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Q*  Did  you  fee  the  late  John  Whyte,  a magif- 
trate  ? 

A.  I did. 

J2.  Is  he  living  or  dead  ? 

A . He  is  dead. 

^ Relate  what  you  know  of  his  death. 

A,  On  the  fecond  Sunday  in  the  rebellion,  to  the 
beft  of  my  knowledge,  I was  brought  up  to  Vine- 
gar-hill by  a party  of  rebels.  I there  faw  the  pri- 
foner,  Walfh,  mounted  on  a grey  horfe,  with  a fword 
in  his  hand.  I heard  him  order  Mr.  Whyte  to  be 
brought  out  of  the  windmill.  When  he  was 
brought  out,  Walfh  ordered  me  to  {hoot  him,  and 
placed  a rebel  guard  about  me  with  directions  to 
pike  me  to  death  if  I refufed.  I then  fhot  Mr. 
Whyte.  Immediately  after  Mr.  Whyte  was  dead, 
Walfh  ordered  five  or  fix  more  out  of  the  windmill, 
who  were  immediately  killed  with  pikes  and  fwrords. 
I faw  Walfh,  myfelf,  cut  one  of  them  down  with 
his  fword.  One  of  the  prifoners  gave  Walfh  a 
guinea  and  a half,  and  fome  filver,  which  he  re- 
queued Walfh  would  give  to  his  family.  Walfh 
put  the  money  in  his  pocket,  making  ufe  of  fome 
Irifli  expreflion,  which  l believe  meant  that  he  would 
keep  it  himfelf.  After  Whyte’s  death,  Walfh  or- 
dered me  to  take  off  his  breeches.  He  then  order- 
ed all  the  bodies  to  be  thrown  into  a hole,  which 
was  done.  Some  of  the  bodies  feemed  to  have  life 
in  them.  Walfh  took  a pike  out  of  one  of  the  rebels 
hands,  and  from  his  horfe  flabbed  every  one  of  the 
bodies  that  (hewed  figns  of  life.  As  foon  as  they 
were  all  dead,  he  ordered  the  rebels  to  fhout,  and 
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to  go  off  In  fearch  of  more  proteftants*  He  the& 
rode  off  the  hill  with  a party. 

9^  Was  it  a common  pra&ice  to  order  proteft- 
ants  to  kill  the  prifoners  they  wifhed  to  deftroy  ? 

A . I never  heard  of  any  one  being  forced  to  kill 
a man,  but  myfelf,  and  an  uncle  of  mine. 

4^  How  were  you  faved  ? 

A.  I was  feveral  times  put  on  my  knees  to  be 
killed,  but  was  always  faved  by  captain  Lacy,  one 
of  the  rebels. 

Q by  the  prifoner.  When  did  you  give  informa- 
tion of  what  you  have  now  fworn  ? 

A . Some  time  ago.  I do  not  recollect. 

Did  you  ever  profecute  a man  of  the  name 
of  James  Bryan  ? 

A.  I did. 

9.  Was  Bryan  acquitted  or  found  guilty  ? 

A . He  was  acquitted— -the  more  is  the  pity. 

Was  there  any  witnefs  examined  againff 
Bryan  but  yourfelf  ? 

A . I do  not  think  there  was. 

9^  What  was  the  reafon  that  you  did  not  give 
information  before  February  laft  ? 

A . I thought  it  was  time  enough. 

4^  Don’t  you  believe  that  if  what  you  had  fworn 
againft  James  Bryan  had  been  believed  by  the 
court  that  tried  him,  they  would  have  found  him 
guilty  ? 

A.  » believe  they  would. 

9.  Do  you  know  a man  of  the  name  of  Michael 
Alkin  ? 

A,  I do. 
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By  the  virtue  of  your  oath  had  not  you  and 
Mr.  Whyte  a quarrel  about  cutting  timber  ? 

A.  Never. 

4k  By  virtue  of  your  oath  were  you  ever  accufed 
of  murder  ? 

A . Never,  but  of  killing  Mr.  Whyte. 

By  virtue  of  your  oath  do  you  now  profecute 
me  in  order  to  fave  yourfelf  ? 

A . I do  not  think  I Ihould  have  been  profecuted 
whether  I fwore  againd  you  or  not.  I came  for- 
ward becaufe  you  were  a rebel  leader,  and  forced 
me  to  fhoot  Mr.  Whyte. 

Before  what  magiflrate  did  you  give  infor- 
mation ? 

A . Before  captain  Jacob. 

4k  Who  applied  to  you  to  come  forward  ? 

A.  No  one.  I came  forward  of  my  own  accord* 
Many  people  alked  me  if  I would  not  profecute. 

4k  Had  you  any  converfation  with  any  perfoix 
about  what  you  were  to  fay  here  ? 

A.  I had.  I was  alked  if  I would  not  profecute. 

4k  by  the  court . Did  you  ever  tell  any  one  about 
your  killing  Mr.  Whyte  before  February  lad  ? 

A,  I did.  I never  kept  it  a fecret.  I told  it  fre- 
quently to  magidrates  in  converfation  immediately 
after  the  rebellion. 

4k  What  became  of  the  prifoner  fince  the  rebel- 
lion ? 

A . I believe  he  was  hiding  until  he  was  taken. 

4k  if  Walfli  had  been  taken  before,  would  you 
have  given  information  againd  him  earlier? 

A.  I would. 
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Did  you  remain  at  large  fince  you  told  y6u 
had  fhot  Mr.  Whyte  ? 

A,  I did  conftantly.  I never  was  afraid  of  being 
taken  up  for  it. 

by  the  prifoner.  By  virtue  of  your  oath  don’t 
you  believe  that  I was  taken  in  December  lad  ? 

A.  I do  not  recoiled:  when  you  wTere  taken* 

How  came  you  to  leave  Mr.  Ogle’s  corps  ? 

A . I went  into  the  country,  and  took  fome  fowl, 
and  Mr.  Ogle  turned  me  out,  I was  drunk  at  the 
time,  and  did  not  know  what  I was  doing.  It  was 
not  as  a thief.  It  was  rather  a piece  of  mifchief. 

ychn  Harris  f worn . 

Did  you  know  the  late  John  Whyte,  ana  is 
he  alive  ? 

A . I did  know7  him.  I faw  him  dead  on  Vinegar- 
hill,  in  the  time  of  the  rebellion.  I cannot  tell  what 
day,  from  the  confufion  of  the  times. 

J2.  What  brought  you  to  Vinegar-hill  ? 

A . I was  a prifoner  among  the  rebels,  and  brought 
up  to  the  hill  that  day. 

(X  Relate  what  you  faw  pafs. 

A . I heard  a great  noife  among  the  rebels,  and  I 
lay  down  to  fnelter  myfelf.  I heard  fome  one  fay 
they  were  killing  men.  There  was  one  Farrel  with 
me  that  I took  to  be  my  friend.  I requefted  him  to 
come  with  me  off  the  hill,  for  I was  afraid  my  turn 
would  come  next.  He  defired  me  to  go  on,  and  he 
would  (lay  at  my  back.  I then  went  on,  when  fome 
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of  the  rebels  faw  me  and  cried  out,  ec  there  is  the 
<c  villain  Harris ; hawl  him  up  here,  and  we’ll 
<c  ferve  him  as  the  reft.”  I then  walked  up  among 
them,  and  faw  Nicholas  Walfh  on  a grey  horfe, 
with  a drawn  fword  in  his  hand.  I faw  three  bo- 
dies lying  dead.  Mr.  Whyte’s  body  was  one,  and 
lay  next  Walfh.  Walfh  then  ordered  me  to  take 
that  man,  pointing  to  Mr.  Whyte,  and  throw  him 
into  the  hole.  I took  him  by  the  foot,  but  was 
not  able  to  ftir  the  body.  The  rebels  cried  that  I 
favoured  him.  Walfh  cried  out,  “ Sir,  throw  him 
sc  in  diredlly,  but  take  care  you  don’t  hurt  him.’’ 
Farrel  then  came  to  my  affiftance,  and  we  laid  him 
in  the  hole.  He  was  then  gafping;  not  quite 
dead.  Farrel  and  I then  put  another  body  that 
was  quite  dead  into  the  hole.  When  I had  done 
this,  Walfh  deftred  me  to  go  about  my  bufinefs, 
that  my  life  was  fafe  for  that  day.  I dire&ly  went 
from  the  hill. 

6^  Did  the  prifoner  appear  to  have  any  com* 
mand  that  day  ? 

A . He  did.  He  appeared  to  be  captain  of  that 
party. 

6b  Were  you  ever  offered  any  reward  for  profe- 
euting,  or  for  withholding  your  profecution  \ 

A.  I was. 

Q ^ By  whom  were  you  offered  the  bribe,  and 
for  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  Nick  Walfh’s  wife  offered  me  five  guineas  if 
I would  fwear  he  was  not  on  the  hill  the  day  Mr. 
Whyte  was  killed.  I afked  her  if  fhe  wanted  me 
to  perjure  myfelf.  She  replied  he  was  changed  on 
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the  24th.  I faid  I did  not  know  the  da y,  but  that, 
if  he  was  with  the  devil,  he  was  on  the  hill  the  day 
Mr.  Whyte  was  killed,  and  that  I would  not  take 
any  fum. 

The  prifoner  objedts  to  any  evidence  of  adls  not 
doue  by  him,  or  of  any  circumflance  given  in  evi- 
d'  nee  that  cannot  be  confidered  as  coming  from 
him. 

Q.  by  tJie  prifoner . Had  you  and  George  Free- 
man any  converfation  about  what  you  were  to 
fwear  here  ? 

A . Never. 

Where  is  Farrel  now  ? 

A . At  home,  at  his  own  place. 

Do  you  believe  that  Farrel’s  evidence  could 
be  procured  ? 

A.  I do  not  know.  He  was  fick  fome  time  ago. 
I know  not  whether  he  is  able  to  come  out.  I do 
not  think  he  would  be  afraid  to  come. 

The  prifoner  was  hanged  on  Vinegar-hill> 
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NUMBER  III. 

*TRIAL  OF  ANDREW  FARREL, 

WEXFOKD,  MAY  22,  l800. 

Major  Gordon,  of  the  Dumfries  regiment  preftdent^ 
John  Henry  Lyfter,  Efq.  a&ing judge  advocate. 

William  furlong  j worn . 

ly  the  profecutof.  Did  you  know  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Pentland } 

A . I did. 

Q.  Is  he  living  or  dead  ? 

A . He  is  dead. 

Do  you  know  how  he  came  by  his  death  ? 

A . I was  taken  prifoner  by  the  rebels  on  Whit- 
fun  Tuefday,  and  put  into  the  windmill  on  Vine- 
gar-hill,  where  I faw  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pentland,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Trocke,  three  men  of  the  name  of  Gill, 
and  about  thirty  more  loyalifts,  in  cuftody  of  the 
rebels.  The  prifoner,  Andrew  Farrel,  was  there® 
The  rebels  called  him  captain  Farrel,  to  which 
name  he  anfwered*  He  had  a drawn  fword  in  his 
hand.  I heard  him  bid  the  loyalifts  fall  on  their 
knees,  and  prepare  for  death,  as  they  fhould  be 
killed  dire&ly.  The  prifoner  then  ordered  out 
feveral  of  the  loyalifts,  who  were  inftantly  mur- 
dered. In  particular  I faw  him  take  Mr.  Pent- 
land by  the  breaft,  and  by  force  put  him  out  of 
the  mill  door,  where  he  was  inftantly  put  to  death. 
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Mr.  Pentland  refilled  as  much  as  he  could.  There 
were  fourteen  or  fifteen  murdered  at  that  time.  I 
faw  their  bodies  lying  dead  when  I got  out.  The 
prifoner  came  up  to  me,  and  told  me,  I mull  know 
where  there  were  arms  in  Ennifcorthy,  and  that  if 
I would  tell,  he  would  fave  me.  I faid  I would. 
I was  then  taken  to  Ennifcorthy,  where  I was  faved 
by  a man  who  had  been  a maltfter  to  my  uncle. 

C ^ Do  you  know  of  the  prifoner  having  a&ed  as 
a captain  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I faw  him  fworn  in  to  aci  as  a captain. 

Crofs-examined  by  the  prifoner. 

Are  there  any  of  the  thirty  men,  that  yon 
faw  in  the  windmill,  alive  now,  except  yourfelf  ? 

There  are,  I believe,  eight  of  them,  or  more. 

What  time  on  Whitfun  Tuefday  was  it  that 
you  faw  me  ? 

A.  It  was,  I believe,  about  eleven  or  twelve : it 
was  the  time  you  were  diftributing  powder  to  the 
rebels. 

Q [.  Do  you  profecute  me  becaufe  I could  not 
fave  your  brother  that  was  killed  on  the  hill  ? 

A . I never  knew  before  that  you  were  prefent 
at  my  brother’s  death. 

Francis  Bradley  fworn . 

Q.  by  the  profecutor . Did  you  know  Mr.  Philip 
Annefiy  ? 

A . I did. 

Is  he  living  or  dead  ? 

A . I 


APPENDIX. 


39 


A . I believe  he  is  dead — it  is  fo  reputed  in  the 
country  ; and  that  he  lies  buried  near  Mr.  Bale’s, 
in  a ditch. 

Do  you  know  Andrew  Farrel,  the  prifoner  ? 

A . I do. 

Q ^ Did  you  fee  him  with  Mr.  Annefly  in  the 
rebellion  ? 

A.  I faw  Mr.  Annefly  a prifoner  in  cuftody  of 
Farrel.  I was  going  to  Mr.  Wheeler’s  when  I met 
them.  Mr.  Annefly  called  me,  and  requefted  I 
would  take  his  watch  and  money,  and  give  them 
to  his  friends.  I refufed,  being  afraid,  and  afked 
him  why  he  made  the  requeft.  He  told  me  An- 
drew Farrel  was  taking  him  to  be  killed. 

Q Was  Farrel  near  enough  to  hear  what  Mr^ 
Annefly  faid  ? 

A • He  certainly  was. 

G ^ Did  he  make  any  obfervation  on  what  An* 
pefly  faid  ? 

A . Ide  d}d  not  fay  a word. 

Crofs-examined  by  the  prifoner.*. 

Q How  long  did  you  know  me  ? 

A . I have  known  your  perfon  four  or  five  years, 

GG  What  day  of  the  month  was  this? 

A.  1 do  not  know.  I think  it  was  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  rebellion. 

Did  you  know  any  one  elfe  of  the  party  ? 

A . There  was  one  Brennan,  a weaver,  who* 
feemed  to  interfere  for  Mr.  Annefly  * 

Henry 
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Henry  Whitney  f worn , 

Q.  hy  the  profecut  or.  Did  you  know  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Pentland ? 

A . I did. 

Q.  Is  he  living  or  dead  ? 

A . He  is  dead. 

Relate  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  his 
death? 

A.  I was  taken  prifoner  about  four  miles  from 
Ennifcorthy,  and  brought  into  the  mill  on  Vine- 
gar-hill. In  a few  hours  after  I law  Andrew  Far- 
rel,  the  prifoner,  drag  Mr.  Pentland,  either  by  the 
bread:  or  by  the  hair,  out  of  the  door,  where  he 
■was  dire&ly  piked  to  death. 

Q ^ Were  there  any  others  taken  out? 

A . There  were,  I believe,  twenty-five  while  I 
was  there.  They  were  all  put  to  death. 

6^  Were  there  any  put  to  death  after  Williar^ 
Furlong  was  fent  out  ? 

A . There  were  a good  many. 

Did  you  fee  any  of  them  dead  ? 

A.  I did.  When  I got  out  they  were  lying  in  ^ 
heap,  except  Mr.  Pentland.  His  body  lay  fepa- 
rate  from  the  reft,  and  was  ftripped,  and  very 
bloody. 

Did  Mr.  Pentland  expoftulate  with  the  pri- 
foner when  he  was  taking  him  out  ? 

A . When  Farrel  defired  us  all  to  go  down  on 
our  knees,  and  told  us  we  had  not  an  hour  to  live, 
Mr.  Pentland  and  Mr.  Trocke  got  up,  and  begged 
they  might  be  fpared.  Mr.  Pentland  faid  that 
they  were  clergymen,  and  that  he  was  a ftranger, 

and 
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and  had  been  but  a fhort  time  in  the  country,  and 
was  a north-countryman.  He  then  offered  his 
watch,  which  was  taken  by  a man  of  the  name  of 
Foley.  The  pnfoner  then  feifed  him  and  put  him 
out  of  the  door,  where  he  was  murdered,  as  was 
every  perfon  the  prifoner  put  out,  except  Mr.  Hor- 
nick’s  fon.  The  prifoner  attempted  to  drag  me 
out,  but  I was  held  back  by  fome  of  my  fellow- 
prifoners. 

Q k How  were  you  faved  ? 

A . I faw  a rebel  of  my  acquaintance,  of  the 
name  of  Doran.  He  told  Farrel  1 was  an  honeft 
quiet  man  ; on  which  Farrel  examined  me  about 
arms,  and  then  let  me  out. 

Q ^ Did  you  live  in  the  parifh  of  which  Mr. 
Pentiand  was  clergyman  ? 

A . I did.  He  had  been  but  a few  monthjs  in 
the  parifh. 

Gf  What  was  his  character  * 

A.  He  was  a remarkably  quiet  harmlefs  man. 

Did  you  know  the  prifoner  before  the  rebel- 
lion ? 

A.  I did. 

Crofs-examined  oy  the  prifoner. 

Where  did  you  live  at  the  time  of  the  rebel- 
lion ? 

A.  At  Ennifcorthy. 

Q ^ Had  you  any  converfation  with  Furlong  on 
the  lubjedl  of  your  evidence  ? 

A . We  have  often  talked  of  what  we  faw  in  the 
windmill. 

John 
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'John  Gill  f worn . 

6^  by  the  profecutor.  Were  you  a prifoner  in  the 
windmill  on  Vinegar-hill  in  the  rebellion  ? 

A . I was  on  Whitfunday,  with  many  other  loy- 
alifts. 

Q.  Were  there  any  of  them  put  to  death  that 
day  ? 

A*  There  were. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Andrew  Farrel  £ 

A.  I do. 

Did  you  fee  him  that  day  in  the  windmill } 
A . I did. 

What  was  his  conduct  there  ? 
f A.  One  of  the  party  that  brought  me  prifoner  to 
the  windmill  faid,  on  coming  in,  cc  captain  Farrel, 
cc  here  is  an  Orangeman.55  On  which  Farrel  faid 
to  the  guard,  “ take  care  of  him.55  Some  time 
after,  finding  the  prifoner  in  great  favour  with  the 
rebels,  I entreated  him  to  fave  my  life.  He  afked 
me  my  name.  I told  him  Gill.  “ That  is  a bad 
cc  name,55  faid  he,  cc  prepare  for  death  ; you 
*c  have  not  an  hour  to  live.55  I again  begged  my 
life,  and  faid  that  I and  my  brother  would  play 
the  fife  and  beat  the  drum  for  them ; but  he  de- 
fired  me  to  put  fuch  thoughts  out  of  my  head,  as 
I fhould  certainly  die. 

Did  you  fee  any  one  put  to  death  at  that  timer 

A . When  I was  brought  out,  I faw  John  Gill  of 
Monglafs  lying  near  the  door.  He  was  juft  dying, 
A party  of  rebels,  armed  with  pikes  and  guns, 

formed 
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formed  a lino  in  front  of  the  mill  door.  Behind 
them  there  were  fome  on  hojrfeback.  On  being 
brought  out,  there  was  one  Andrew  Martin,  with 
a drawn  fword,  ftanding  infide  the  line,  as  execu- 
tioner. I immediately  addreffed  the  rebels,  and 
afked  if  they  would  put  a man  to  death  without 
trial.  Martin  cried  out,  cc  damn  your  foul,  do 
“ you  come  here  to  preach”—  and  made  a ftab  at 
me,  which  hit  me  in  the  wrifl.  Some  of  the  rebels 
bade  him  flop,  and  afked  me  howr  I chofe  to  die. 
I replied,  cc  as  a Chriflian.'?  One  of  thofe  on 
horfeback  faid,  cc  may  be  he  is  a Chriflian,”  and 
afked  me,  cc  are  you  a Chriflian  ?”  I told  him  I 
believed  in  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  through 
whom  I hoped  to  be  faved.  Martin  then  faid? 
ec  Oh  damn  your  foul,  you  are  a Chriflian  in  your 
£C  own  way”— and  direclly  flabbed  me  in  the  fide. 
I fell  on  my  face,  and  was  then  flabbed  in  the 
back,  and  beaten  on  the  head  with  fome  heavy  in- 
flrumeut.  I flill  kept  my  fenfes.  My  brother 
was  next  brought  out,  and  afked  the  fame  queflion, 
how  he  chofe  to  die.  He  boldly  anfwered  that  he 
would  die  a proteflant.  On  which  they  all  tout- 
ed, and  ruffled  forward,  and  piked  him  to  death. 
Mr.  Hornick  was  next  brought  out,  and  afked  how 
he  would  die.  He  anfwered  that  he  would  die  as 
he  had  lived.  He  was  diredtly  murdered.  I then 
fainted,  and  continued  infenfible  until  my  wife 
came  for  me  in  the  evening.  She  found  great  dif- 
ficulty in  faving  me,  as  there  was  an  old  man  with 
a feythe  examining  the  bodies,  and  finking  on  the 
head  fuch  as  he  found  with  any  appearance  of 

life. 
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life.  She  took  me  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  where, 
finding  I had  life,  fhe  hid  me.  The  next  morning 
I was  found  there  by  the  rebels,  and  brought  up 
to  the  hill,  from  which  I efcaped  by  the  help  of  a. 
man  that  was  to  marry  my  daughter.  About  half 
a mile  from  the  hill  I was  met  by  two  men,  one 
of  whom  fired  at  me.  The  ball  grazed  my  head 
and  ftunned  me.  I there  lay  until  my  wife  again 
found  me.  From  that,  until  Vinegar-hill  was 
taken  by  the  king’s  troops,  I lived  in  the  fields  and 
ditches. 

Crofs- examined  by  the  pnfoner. 

Did  you  put  in  x claim  for  your  Ioffes  { 

A . I did. 

Jg.  Did  you  get  your  claim  5 

A*  I did,  a part. 

jg.  Were  you  not  refufed  compenfation  for  your 
Ioffes  unlefs  you  profecuted  fome  one  ? 

A.  No  Inch  thing.  J^o  objection  was  made  to 
me. 

3.  Were  vo®  inftruQed  y^hat  to  fay  ? 

A.  I was  not. 

Did  you  ever  fee  me  before  that  day  ? 

A.  I never  did  ; but  lam  fure  I will  never  for- 
get you. 

Jg.  Did  you  fee  me  take  any  one  out  of  the  mill  ? 

A-  I aid  not. 

What  time  of  the  day  was  it  ? 

A.  About  nine  o’clock. 

Jg.  Was  not  Coffey  faved  by  me  ? 


A-  You 
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A.  You  granted  leave  to  Luke  Byrne,  and  two 
others,  who  interceded  for  him,  to  fave  Coffey’s 
life. 

Is  there  any  one  elfe  aliye  who  was  in  the 
mill  that  day  ? 

A.  There  is  one  Warren,  who  was  half  killed 
like  myfel£ 

‘John  Aujtin  /worn . 

jS).  by  the  profecutor.  Bo  you  know  Andrew  Far- 
yel,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  ? 

J.  I do. 

Did  you  fee  him  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I did. 

In  what  capacity  did  he  a£l  ? 

A . I was  brought  a prifoner  into  Ennifcorthy  by 
one  captain  Weft,  who  brought  me  to  the  place 
where  the  prifoner  was  on  parade  with  fome  re- 
bels. Weft  laid,  cc  captain  Farrel,  here  is  art 

“ orangeman  I have  brought  you.” cc  Very 

€C  well,”  faid  the  prifoner,  “ I will  take  care  of 
<c  him.”  He  then  ordered  four  or  five  along  with 
him,  and  took  me  to  the  rebel  guard-houfe,  where 
there  were  fifteen  or  fixteen  loyalifts  confined.— 
One  of  them,  a Mr.  Robinfon,  begged  of  the  pri- 
foner  to  fave  them.  The  prifoner  anfwered,  with 
an  oath,  that  he  would  have  them  all  put  to  death 
before  the  next  night. 

Crofs-examined  by  the  prifoner. 

9.  When  w?as  this  ? 


A.  Tjs> 
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A-  To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  about  eight 
or  nine  days  after  the  rebellion  broke  out. 

Were  the  men  all  put  to  death  the  next 

day  ? 

A.  I cannot  tell.  I got  out  by  the  intercefllon 
of  a rebel. 

Do  you  recolledl  being  faved  another  time, 
and  by  whom  ? 

A . I was,  by  one  Lacey. 

Did  you  fee  me  at  that  time  ? 

A . I did. 

£>•  Did  not  I interfere  to  fave  you’? 

A*  Not  you  indeed. 

John  Mooney  /worn* 

S>*  by  the  profecutor . Do  you  know  the  prifoner 

A . I do,  very  well. 

j§\  Did  you  fee  him  in  the  rebellion? 

A.  I did. 

4J.  In  what  capacity? 

A . As  a captain.  I faw  him  fworn  in  as  fuch, 
and  a lieutenant  fworn  under  him,  when  he  was 
killed  by  Kearns  the  pried;  I faw  him  head  a party 
at  the  attack  on  Mr.  Cavenagh’s  houfe  at  Borri*. 
I have  heard  him  called  St.  Ruth. 

Crofs- examined  by  the  prifoner. 

At  what  time  in  the  rebellion  did  you  hear 
me  called  captain  ? 

A . Through  the  whole  rebellion. 

Q At  what  time  did  you  fee  me  fworn  in  ? 

A.  Whes 
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A . When  you  came  back  from  Borris,  Morgan 
Byrne  and  you  had  a difpute  which  of  you  fhould 
be  eldeft  captain.  Byrne  faid  he  had  fubfcribed 
a long  time  to  the  united  men.  tYou  anfwered  you 
had  fubfcribed  as  long. 

David  Ogden  j worn . 

by  the  profeciitor*  Do  you  know  the  prifoner* 
Andrew  Farrel  ? 

A.  I do. 

4J.  Did  you  fee  him  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A . I did. 

In  what  capacity  did  he  a6l  ? 

A,  He  came  one  day  to  Mr.  Wheeler’s  houfe, 
where  I had  gone  for  fafety.  He  was  at  the  head 
of  a party,  of  which  he  feemed  to  have  the  chief 
Command.  He  took  Mr.  Wheeler  and  myfelf  out 
of  the  houfe,  to  bring  us,  as  he  faid  to  Vinegar- 
hill.  We  were  releafed  by  one  Macleane,  who 
by  threatening  and  entreaties  got  us  from  FarreL 
Macleane  faid,  if  we  were  not  releafed,  he  would 
go  to  the  hill,  and  tell  that  he  had  found  the  pri- 
foner,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Ennifcofthy,  dif- 
guifed  in  women’s  clothes,  robbing,  inftead  of 
fighting  the  king’s  army. 

4V  Was  the  prifoner  armed  ? 

A . He  wras  armed  with  a broad  fword. 

Cr of, s -examined  by  the  prifoner . 

S>j  When  was  this  ? 

A.  I believe  about  the  third  day  after  the  rebels 
took  Enuifcorthy* 

& Did 
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Did  you  not  think  that  I was  one  of  thofe 
that  fhould  have  refcued  you  ? 

A.  I thought  you  ought  to  have  done  fo,  as  you 
were  a tenant  of  my  uncle’s  ; but  you  did  not. 
You  would  not  give  Mr.  Wheeler  time  to  fhavc 
himfelf. 

& Who  was  at  Mr.  W heeler’s  with  you  r 

A . There  were  my  wife  and  fillers,  Mrs.  Brad- 
ley, and  I believe  Mrs.  W heeler,  and  Mifs  New* 
bold. 

£K  Were  you  unwell  at  that  time  ? 

A*  1 was. 

Did  you  not  fay,  cc  Andrew  Farrel,  wo’nt 
you  lave  me V* 

A . I do  not  kn6w  but  I might  have  faid  fo  ; 
but  you  infilled  on  taking  me  to  Vinegar-hill* 
which  could  not  have  been  to  fave  me.  It  was  at 
that  time  the  common  place  of  execution. 

Were  not  your  fenfes  in  that  dillurbed  Hate 
as  to  be  liable  to  millake  my  condu£l  ? 

A.  It  is  impofhble.  I certainly  was  agitated  as 
I thought  I was  to  be  murdered,  but  I never  loll 
my  recolie£lion.  I remember  you  obferved  me, 
and,  winking  at  one  of  your  companions,  defireet 
me  not  to  be  fo  agitated,  for  when  I were  once 
arrived  at  the  hill  1 would  be  quiet  enough. 

§>.  Was  there  any  other  perfon  brought  away 
from  Mr.  W heeler’s  ? 

A-  None  but  Mr.  Wheeler  and  I. 
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Prisoner's  Defence . 

Sanies  Hunt  j worn . 

4J.  the  prifoner.  Were  you  on  Vinegar-hill  on 
Whitfunday  in  the  rebellion  ? 

I was.  I was  a prifoner  to  the  rebels,  who 
kept  me  juft  outftde  the  mill  door. 

i^.  What  did  you  fee  done  there  ? 

A . I faw  a man,  called  Mr.  Pentland,  brought 
out,  and  put  to  death  by  one  Conners. 

By  whofe  order  was  he  brought  out  ? 

A.  By  the  order  of  Morgan  Byrne,  who  was 
outftde  the  mill  door. 

4J;  Did  you  fee  me  there  ? 

A.  I did  not. 

How  many  did  you  fee  put  to  death  ? 

A.  Mr.  Hornick,  Mr.  Pentland,  and  another 
man.  I was  then  taken  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hill. 

by  the  court . Might  not  the  prifoner  have 
been  in  the  mill  without  your  knowledge? 

A . He  might  ; but  I did  not  fee  him,  nor  hear 
tell  of  him. 

«§>.  Are  you  now  a prifoner  ? 

A . I am. 

For  what  ? 

A . For  fufpicion  of  robbing  my  next  neigh- 
bour. 

John  Rogan  f worn . 

2>s  by  the  prifoner.  Were  you  on  Vinegar-hill  on 
Whitfun-Tuefday  ? 

A . I was  not. 
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4? \ by  the  prifoner . Were  you  on  Vinegar-hill  on 
Whitfun-Tuefday  ? 

A.  I was. 

At  what  time? 

A . I was  on  every  part  of  the  hill  from  nine 
o'clock  until  three  or  four  in  the  evening,  and  did 
not  fee  you  that  day. 

gK  Did  you  fee  any  one  taken  out  of  the  wind- 
mill ? 

A . I did  not,  but  I faw  a man  dead  that  had 
been  taken  out. 

J§>.  Who  was  the  man  ? 

A . A Mr.  Pentland.  I was  lying  on  the  hill  when 
I heard  that  Mr.  Pentland  was  to  be  killed.  I 
ran  to  fave  him,  but  was  too  late.  He  was  dead 
when  I got  up.  I heard  that  one  Conners  and 
one  Byrne  had  killed  him. 

«§>.  by  the  court . Where  do  you  live  and  what  is 
your  religion  ? 

A . I am  a Roman  catholic,  and  live  in  the 
parifh.  of  Killann,  of  which  Mr.  Pentland  was 
minifter. 

What  was  his  character  in  the  parifh  ? 

A . Pie  bore  a mo  ft  excellent  charader  ; a quiet 
mild  man. 

«§.  Are  you  a prifoner  now  ? 

A.  I am  for  fufpicion  of  a rape,  * 

William 
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William  Wilkinfon  j worn . 

by  the  prifoner*  Did  you  fee  me  during  the 
rebellion  P 
A . I did. 

Did  you  fee  me  in  the  guard-houfe  at  Ennif- 
eorthy  ? 

A . I did.  I was  a prifoner  there. 

£>•  What  was  my  conduct  there  ? 

A*  You  ufed  me  civilly.  You  took  me  and 
feventeen  more  out,  and  faved  us,  the  day  that 
we  were  ordered  to  be  murdered  by  Kerns  the 
priefh 

Were  you  with  me  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I was  very  often  ; almoft  every  day. 

Q What  was  my  chara&er  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A • You  faved  thofe  I fpoke  of,  but  I cannot  fay 
any  thing  farther. 

Q by  the  court . Did  you  carry  a pike  ? 

A . I did  not,  nor  a gun. 

What  arms  did  you  carry  ? 

A . I had  a flick  with  a piece  of  a nail  rod  in 
the  end  of  it. 

Would  it  kill  a man  ? 

A . It  would. 

Had  you  any  converfation  with  the  prifoner 
lately  with  refpedl  to  the  evidence  you  were  to 
give  ? 

A.  Not  one  word.  I had  no  converfation  with 
him  on  any  fubjedh 

Were  you  not  in  the  gaol  with  the  prifoner  ? 

*A  A A.  I 
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A>  I was  not  ; I never  was  in  the  gaol. 

4J.  Do  you  fwear  that  you  had  no  converfation 
at  all  with  the  priloner  ? 

A.  I had  at  a window. 

Where  was  this  window  ? 

A . I do  not  know  whether  it  looked  into  the 
gaol  yard,  or  into  the  ftreet. 

Q Was  it  not  the  grated  door  of  his  cell  you 
fpoke  to  him  at  ? 

A.  I do  not  know  whether  it  was  a door  or  a 
window. 

Were  you  not  drinking  with  the  prifoner  ? 

A • He  put  a bottle  through  the  bars,  and  bade 
me  take  a fup. 

Did  not  the  prifoner  give  you  money  ? 

A . He  gave  me  fome  to  bear  my  expences. 

GK  What  expenees  ? 

A.  The  expences  I was  at  to  flay  for  his  trial 

$>j  When  was  this  ? 

' A-  The  day  before  yefterday- 

Mary  Hall  J 'worn . 

&K  by  the  prifoner.  Did  you  fee  me  during  the 
rebellion  ? 

A.  I did.  I faw  you  very  often,  but  I do  not 
recollect  any  particular  day  except  Whitfun-Tuef- 
day. 

4>.  Did  you  ever  fee  me  guilty  of  any  outrage 
or  crime  ? 

A.  I never  faw  you  guilty  of  any  thing  but 
breaking  open  a ho  life  and  robbing  it. 


A.  Whofe 
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Whofe  houfe  was  it  ? 

A,  Mr.  jofeph  Sparrow’s,  where  you  took  every 
thing,  even  the  (beets  under  two  cripples  that  lay 
in  the  houfe.  You  behaved  civilly  to  my  little 
boy,  and  made  the  butcher  give  him  a good  bit 
of  meat. 

by  the  court . You  fay  you  faw  the  prifoner 
often  ; in  what  capacity  ? 

A.  I cannot  fay.  I have  feen  him  with  a drawn 
fword  at  the  head  of  a party.  They  obeyed  him. 
I remember  he  ordered  them  to  fire  into  Mr. 
Jofeph  Sparrow’s  houfe,  and  they  did  fo. 

Q Did  you  know  Mr.  Philip  Annefly  ? 

A.  I did.  I faw  him  dragged  out  of  the  mill 
on  Vinegar-hill,  the  day  my  hulband  was  mur- 
dered. I afterwards  faw  his  body  lying  dead  on 
the  hill. 


The  reader  may  fee,  from  the  perufal  of  this 
trial,  that  Andrew  Farrel,  fo  adlive  in  robbery 
and  murder,  was  a very  great  coward.  In  fa 61, 
the  greateff  plunderers  and  murderers,  both  of  the 
rebel  and  of  the  loyalift  parties,  were  the  greateff 
cowards.  This  is  the  mod  deplorable  date  of 
lociety,  when  the  worthlefs  find  themfelves  able 
to  exert  their  malignant  inclinations  with  impu- 
nity. 

This  remarkable  circumflance  attended  the 
death  of  Andrew  Farrel,  that  he  died  in  the  mod 
foleorn  aflertion  of  an  evident  falfehood,  for 
a a z what 
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what  he  doubtlefs  regarded  as  a laudable  and  ge~ 
iierous  purpofe.  When  he  was  led  to  execution* 
and  on  the  point  of  being  launched  into  the  other 
world,  he  addrefl’ed  a magiftrate  in  words  to  this 
amount : 

Sir,  to  fhew  you  on  what  fort  of  evidence 
“ men  are  liable  to  be  condemned  to  death  in  this 
fiC  country,  I now,  at  the  moment  of  my  being 
<c  plunged  into  eternity,  take  God  and  my  Saviour 
6C  to  witnefs,  that  I never  was  on  Vinegar-hill ; and 
<c  if  I tell  a lye,  may  I be  configned  to  everlafting 

punifhment!” 

This,  which  was  doubtlefs  intended  to  put  a 
flop,  or  at  leaft  an  impediment,  to  profecutions, 
had,  from  the  notoriety  of  the  matter  denied,  a 
contrary  effedl.  Befidethe  above  given  evidence* 
the  following  affidavit  was  made. 

County  of ? James  Coffey,  of  Ennifcorthy,  in 
Wexford,  j faid  county,  gentleman,  came  this  day 
before  me,  and  folemnly  made  oath  on  the  holy 
evangelifts,  that  he  was  on  Vinegar-hill  on  Tues- 
day in  Whitfun  week,  in  the  year  1798,  a prifoner 
to  the  rebels  ; and  there  faw  Andrew  Farrel,  lately 
executed  at  Wexford,  a commander  among  the 
rebels,  while  they  were  murdering  the  Rev.  Mr* 
Pentland,  Mr.  Gill  of  Monglafs,  Thomas  Gill  the 
wheelwright,  and  others  ; and  that  he  faw,  at  the 
fame  time,  John  Gill,  the  wheelwright, flabbed  and 
left  for  dead. 


He 


APPENDIX, 


55 


He  further  fwears  that  the  faid  Andrew  Farre!, 
by  his  influence  among  the  rebels,  faved  the  lives 
of  deponent  and  of  captain  Blacker  at  the  fame 
time  and  place. 

JAMES  COFFEY. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Ennifcorthy, 
this  25th  day  of  June,  1800, 

THOMAS  HANDCOCKe 


As  remarkable  as  the  declaration  of  Andrew 
Farrel  is  the  following — in  which  I am  inclined  to 
fufpedt  fomewhat  of  an  overcharge  in  fome  points, 
from  the  gloomy  flate  of  the  man’s  mind  at  the 
time  of  the  confeffion. 

The  Confeffion  of  fames  Beaghan . Taken  before  the 
high  Jherijf  of  the  county  of  Wexford , and  fohn 

H.  Lyfter , one  of  his  majejly' s jufi ices  of  the  peace 
for  faid  county , the  day  before  his  execution . 

I,  James  Beaghan,  acknowledge  and  confers 
that  I am  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  I am  to  fuf- 
fer ; but  that  I did  not  commit  it  from  ill  will  to 
the  people  that  were  murdered,  but  from  the  or- 
ders of  Luke  Byrne.  I could  not  difobey  him. 
No  perfon  could  refufe  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
commanders.  I am  fure  that  any  man  in  com- 
mand could  fave  the  lives  of  the  poor  people. 

Every- 


Every  man  that  was  a proteftant  was  called  an 
orangeman,  and  every  one  was  to  be  killed,  from 
the  pooreft  man  in  the  country.  Before  the  rebel- 
lion I never  heard  there  was  any  hatred  between 
Roman  catholics  and  proteftants ; they  always 
lived  peaceably  together.  I always  found  the  pro- 
teflants  better  mailers,  and  more  indulgent  land- 
lords, than  my  own  religion.  During  the  rebel- 
lion I never  faw.any  one  interfere  to  prevent  mur- 
der, but  one  Byrne  who  fayed  a man  ; I think  all 
that  were  prefent  were  as  guilty  as  thofe  that  per- 
petrated the  murders — -it  was  thinking  we  were  all 
equally  guilty  that  prevented  me  from  flying  the 
country.  The  women  were  numerous,  and  were 
as  bad  as  the  men.  The  rebels  treated  their  pri- 
soners with  great  feverity,  very  different  from  the 
way  I have  been  treated  in  gaol.  They  thought 
it  no  more  a fin  to  kill  a proteftant  than  a dog. 
Had  it  not  been  that  they  were  fo  foon  qualhed, 
they  would  have  fought  with  each  other  for  the 
property  of  the  proteftants— they  were  beginning 
before  the  battle  of  Vinegar-hill.  Ever  fince  the 
rebellion  I never  heard  one  of  the  rebels  exprefs 
the  leaft  forr-ow  for  what  was  done  ; on  the  con- 
trary, 1 have  heard  them  fay  they  were  forry  while 
they  had  the  power  they  did  not  kill  more,  and 
that  there  was  not  halt  enough  killed.  I know 
that  the  rebels  wrere  determined  to  rife  if  the 
French  fhould  corne,  and  1 believe  they  did  not 
give  up  half  their  arms;  there  are  guns,  bayonets, 
and  pikes,  hid  in  the  country.  (.*.)  Now,  gentle- 
men, remember  what  I tell  you — if  you  and  the. 

proteftants 
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proteftants  are  ever  in  the  power  of  the  catholics 
again,  as  they  are  now  in  yours,  they  will  not  leave 
one  of  you  alive,  you  will  all  go  fmack  fmooth ; 
even  thofe  that  campaigned  with  them  would,  in 
the  end,  have  been  killed— 1 have  heard  them  fay 
fo  many  times. 

Taken  before  us,  Auguft  23d,  1799, 

CHRIST.  WILSON,  Sheriff, 
JOHN  H.  LYSTER. 

N-  B.  From  this  mark  (.*.)  Beaghan  fpoke  with- 
out having  been  afked  any  queftions  ; and  fpoke 
with  an  earneftnefs  and  in  a manner  that  fhewecj 
his  fmeerity. 


From  my  inquiries  concerning  Father  Shallow^ 
of  Adamfiown,  I believe  that  he  never  went  to 
Carrickburn-camp,  Gr  Scullabogue-houfe,  except 
for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  the  releafe  of  prifon- 
evs,  in  which  he  fucceeded  not,  except  that  one 
poor  girl  efcaped  by  his  means,  and  that  he  was 
chiefly  inflru mental  in  the  liberation  of  young  Mr. 
Lett  of  Kilgibbon.  Mifs  Lett,  ofKilgibbon,  had 
voluntarily  accompanied  her  brother  to  Sculla- 
bogue,  and  was  not  a prifoner  there.  She  return- 
fcl  with  her  brother  when  he  was  liberated. 


The 
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The  following  is  copied  from  the  appendix  > No.  6,  of 
Dr.  Duigenan  s “ fair  Representation  of  the  pre- 
fent  political  State  of  Ireland.” 

<c  It  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that  it  is  alleged 
cc  in  behalf  of  the  late  Cornelius  Grogan,  Efq. 
cc  that  his  refidence  was  only  three  miles  from  the 
tc  town  of  Wexford ; that  he  was  advanced  in 
<c  years,  and  very  infiim;  that  the  rebellion  broke 
Cf  out  very  fuddenly  and  unexpe&edly  ; that  his 
cc  infirmities  difabled  him  from  retreating  from 
cc  the  rebels  with  that  expedition  which  could 
<c  give  him  any  reafonable  hopes  of  efcape  ; that 
“ the  rebels  imagined  the  prefumed  countenance 
<c  and  fupport  of  a gentleman  of  his  rank  and  con- 
<c  fequence  would  acquire  credit  to  their  caufe  ; 
<c  and  when  they  had  him  in  their  power,  they 
<c  conferred  on  him  what  title  they  pleafed,  in 
<c  which  he  was  obliged  to  acquiefce,  for  the  pre- 
<c  fervation  of  his  life  among  fuch  a favage  ban- 
ditti  ; and  that  he  never  a£led  as  commifTary- 
<c  general  of  their  army,  or  in  any  military  capa- 
C£  city  among  them  : and  indeed  it  is  very  certain, 
<c  that  whatever  title  of  general  or  commander 
they  might  have  given  him,  he  was  utterly  in- 
“ capable  of  undertaking  or  performing  any  a6live 
ct  fervice,  being  much  advanced  in  years,  and  a 
“ great  martyr  to  the  gout.  His  two  brothers, 
Thomas  Grogan  Knox,  and  John  Knox  Grogan, 
<c  at  the  fame  time  were  eminent  for  their  loyalty 
“ and  courage  ; and  in  the  rebellion  one  of  them 
(Thomas)  was  flain,  gallantly  charging  the  re- 

“ bels 
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c bels  at  the  battle  of  Arklow,  at  the  head  of  a 
brave  corps  of  yeomen  raifed  by  him.  The 
<c  other  brother  (John  Knox  Grogan)  was  many 
<c  years  a cavalry  officer  in  the  king’s  army,  (the 
<c  5th  and  1 8th  light  dragoons)  and  is  a gentleman 
cc  of  great  honor  and  integrity.”  To  this  may  be 
added,  concerning  the  laft  named  gentleman,  that 
as  captain  he  raifed  the  Healthfield  yeoman  ca- 
valry in  September,  1796  ; that  he  went  to  En- 
nifcorthy  with  twelve  of  his  men,  when  he  was 
informed  that  it  was  to  be  attacked  the  26th  of 
May,  and  continued  there,  with  captain  Solomon 
Richards  and  his  corps,  during  that  night  and  Sun- 
day morning,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  difperfe 
the  rebels,  who  were  then  burning  the  proteftants* 
houfes  about  that  neighbourhood  ; that  when  fer- 
|eant  Stanley  had  yet  to  force  his  way  to  Cork, 
to  hold  a commiffion  on  the  rebels  there,  captain 
ogan,  with  fourteen  of  his  men,  conduced  him 
o Waterford  the  27th  of  May ; that  on  the 
applied  to  general  Fawcet  for  a good  force 
g to  Wexford.  The  general  gave  him  an 
order  for  two  hundred  of  the  Donegal  militia  and 
x-pounder.  Fie  left  New  Geneva  at  four 
ciock  that  evening,  and  arrived  at  Wexford  with 
m at  feven  o’clock  on  Tuefday  the  29th.  In 
he  retreat  of  the  army  from  "Wexford  the  next 
da  . , he  was  wounded  in  the  neck,  as  he  marched 
with  his  corps  in  the  advanced  guard. 


The 
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The  following  is  a true  copy  of  a Letter  written 
by  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey  to  the  rebels  at 
the  ftation  of  Three-rocks,,  at  the  requeft  of  feveral 
magiftrates,  about  two  hours  before  the  evacuation 
of  Wexford  by  the  king’s  troops.  He  was,  at  the 
time  when  he  wrote  it,  ill  of  the  gout. 

<c  I have  been  treated  in  prifon  with  all  po_f- 
fible  humanity,  and  am  now  at  liberty.  I have 
procured  the  liberty  of  all  the  prifoners.  If  you 
pretend  to  Chriftian  charity,  do  not  commit  maf- 
facre,  or  burn  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  5 
and  fpare  your  prifoners’  lives. 

B.  B.  HARVEY.” 

Wednesday,  May  3c,  1798. 


A Lift  of  the  names  of  fome  of  the  perfons  who 
were  Jhot  or  piked  at  the  front  of  the  dwelling- 
lioufe  of  Scullabogue . 


Samuel  Cotton, 

John  Cotton, 
William  Eakins, 
Milward  Giffard, 
Philip  Hornick, 
Samuel  Jones, 

John  Jones, 

John  Moran, - 
Thomas  Macdonald, 
Thomas  Fallow, 
John  Paflow, 


Henry  Reafon, 
Thomas  Sleator, 
Edward  Thornton, 
Samuel  Turner, 
John  Whitney, 
Thomas  Whitney* 
Thomas  Bell, 
Samuel  Boyce, 
David  Prefley, 
Miles  Vaughan. 


The  four  la  ft 
of  T intern. 


had  been  brought  from  the  village 


A Lift  of  the  names  of  feme  of  the  perfens  who 
were  burned  at  Scull abogue. 


Joffiua  Box, 

James  Box, 

George  Boyce, 
Walter  Ballet, 
John  Brophy, 
James  Caroline, 
David  Cruife, 
George  Carew, 
James  Duffield, 
John  Duffield, 
Thomas  Kelly, 
Richard  Lewis, 
Robert  Miller, 
James  Power, 
Thomas  Power, 
John  Pierfon, 
James  Prefley, 
Jane  Prefley, 
Anne  Prefley, 
William  Reel, 
George  Smyth, 
John  Tweedy, 
Edward  Byron, 
Samuel  Crumpton 
John  Chamley, 
William  Jordan, 
George  Cruife, 
Robert  Cooke. 
John  Lindfay. 


Henry  Rooke, 
William  Lindfay, 
Edward  Reflwicke, 
William  Efmcnd, 
Edward  Rillagh, 
Thomas  Efmond, 
Edward  Slye, 

James  Trimbly, 
Mary  Uffier, 

John  Wilcock, 
Holland  Finlay, 
Richard  Davis, 
Henry  Dobbyn, 
James  Dobbyn, 
William  Dobbyn, 
Patrick  Dobbyn, 
Patrick  Dobbyn, 
Elizabeth  Dobbyn, 
John  Dalton, 

Sarah  Daly, 
William  Daly, 
James  Daly, 

Jofeph  Power, 

Will  iam  Pyne, 
Samuel  Symmons, 
William  Symmons, 
Anne  Thomas, 
Thomas  Whitty, 
James  Wade, 
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Hyacinth  White, 
Margaret  Williams, 
Elizabeth  Younge, 
John  Englifh, 
James  Eakins, 

John  Eakins, 

Owen  Field, 
William  Fanner, 
Andrew  Gray, 
William  Gray, 
Jofhua  Stannard, 
Mary  Stannard, 


Edward  Hurley, 
Edmond  Monk, 
Francis  Monk, 
James  Power, 
William  Johnfon, 
William  Neile, 
Daniel  Neile, 
Patrick  Prendergaft, 
William  Ryan, 
Mary  Ryan, 

Elinor  Ryan, 
Thomas  Shee. 


The  firfi:  twenty-one  had  been 
Tintern.  The  laft  eight  were  Romanics. 


A Lift  of  the  names  of  fome  of  the  perfons  maffa ■» 
cred  on  the  bridge  of  Wexford. 


Samuel  Atkin, 

John  Clarke, 
William  Clarke, 

John  Smyth, 

Thomas  Crane, 
Abraham  Henefy, 
Kenneth  Mathewfon, 
Thomas  Ganford, 
George  Tully, 
Richard  Whitney, 
Edward  Turner,  Efq. 


M’Coy, 

Benjamin  Greene, 
Henry  Rhinehart, 

Geo.  Sparrow,  (in  town,) 
Thomas  Shaw, 

Robert  Burrell, 

Peter  Burrell, 

John  Byrne, 

Philip  Baker, 

John  Hatchei, 

David  Dalton, 

John 
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John  Boyde,  Efq. 
Francis  Plumer, 
Benjamin  Sunderland, 
William  Baubier, 
Richard  Gibfon, 
Samuel  Gordon, 

Peter  Burb, 

Robert  Burb, 

William  Hore,  Efq. 
Allan  Coxe,  Efq. 
Philip  Bacon, 
William  Stedman, 
Thomas  Rigley, 
James  Dowzar, 
Chriftopher  Abbot, 
William  Copeland, 


b.3 

William  Daniel, 
Abraham  Ennis, 

John  Edwards, 

Thomas  Edwards, 
Thomas  Finn, 

Mofes  Gray, 

Petter  Judd, 

Samuel  Orange, 

William  Radford, 
Michael  Furlong, 

Jonas  Guriy, 

William  Harrifon, 
Francis  Murphy, 

Jofeph  Murphy, 

Thomas  Willis. 
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A Lift  of  the  names  of  the  men  faughtered  on  Bloody 
Friday , by  a party  of  rebels  on  the  road  from  Gorey 


to  Coolgreney* 

William  Bates, 
Robert  Bates, 
John  Baffet, 
William  Butler, 
Richard  Butler, 
jofhua  Cheafe, 
John  Cooke, 
William  Dobbin, 
Richard  Errett, 
Timothy  Foxton, 
William  Gray, 
William  Bale, 
Thomas  Fennel, 
John  Harris, 
William  Jones, 
John  Johnfon, 
Thomas  Jolly, 
Jofeph  Kennedy, 
John  Lee, 


Daniel  Moore, 
John  Needam, 
William  Orrnfby, 
Michael  Patched 
Henry  Rogers, 
Robert  Bale, 
William  Griffin, 
George  Reed, 
Abraham  Shaw, 
William  Stanford, 
John  Sharpe, 

John  Whitaker, 
Robert  Webfter, 
Ralph  Williams, 
William  Hill, 
Jofeph  Reed, 
William  Spencer, 
Humphrey  Spencer, 
William  Buttle. 


A Lift  of  the  names  of  fome  of  the perfons  murdered  on 
Vinegar  Hill , and  its  immediate  vicinity , after  the 
taking  of  Ennifcorthy  by  the  Rebels . 

Rev.  Thomas  Troke,  Rev.  Samuel  Heydon, 

Rev.  John  Pentland,  John  Gill, 


Richard 


Richard  Butler, 
jofeph  Hawkins, 
John  Hawkins, 
Henry  Hatton, 
Jofeph  Rath, 
Thomas  Oaks, 
Samuel  Hall, 
Thomas  Hall, 
Benjamin  Stacey, 
William  Power, 
George  Stacey, 
Jofeph  Mackins, 
Thomas  Walkins, 
James  Campbell, 
Thomas  Campbell, 
Thomas  Simpfon, 
William  Caflin, 

— Maud, 

Samuel  Crumpton, 
Patrick  Connor, 
James  Rigley, 
Thomas  Rigley, 
James  Sutton, 
Michael  Sutton, 
John  Smith, 
Jofeph  Copeland, 
William  Willis, 
Robert  Webfter, 
Charles  Vero,  Efq. 
Plenry  Sparrow, 
Thomas  Whitney, 
Jacob  Minchin, 
William  Carrol, 


Richard  Whealy, 
William  Balfet, 
Michael  Furlong, 
Edward  Prefect, 
Thomas  Robfon, 
William  Sly, 
Thomas  Mac  Briar, 
Richard  Bennet, 
Samuel  Murphy, 
Garret  Murphy, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
jofeph  Smith, 
Robert  Hornick, 
John  Brahee, 

Ifaac  Earl, 

Philip  Annefly, 
Jofeph  Grotheir, 
John  Whyte,  Efq* 
John  Brampton, 
John  Pounder, 
Nicholas  Jones, 
Roger  Sparks, 
Thomas  Piper, 
Samuel  Crofts, 
William  Kain, 

John  Hope, 

Free,  of  Stoop 

George  Warran, 
James  Fannin, 

Allen  Ellifon, 
Walter  Greene, 
John  Kennerfly, 
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John  Hill, 

John  Clarke, 

Edward  Flinn, 

John  Walfh, 

John  Prefcot, 

Edward  Hayes, 

Steph.  Wm.  Reynolds, 
Thomas  Kavanagh, 


John  Rickaby, 
John  Mackee, 

John  Lindon, 
Thomas  Kendrick, 
Samuel  Kendrick, 
Thomas  Mowles, 
John  Brady. 


A Lift  of  the  names  of  fome  of  the perfons  killed  in  the 
taking  of  Ennif earthy  by  the  rebels , on  the  iSth  of 
May . 


John  Pounden,  Efq. 
Carden,  lieut.  of  yeonr 
John  Plumer, 

Samuel  Radwell, 

John  Copeland, 
Thomas  Crowley, 
Richard  Tackaberry, 
Thomas  Crofts, 

John  Crofts, 

John  Crofts, 


William  Richardfon, 
:n,  Henry  Biftot, 

Jacob  Minchin, 

John  Plunket, 
Thomas  Knight, 
Francis  Smith, 
William  Rudd, 
William  Sherlock, 
John  Sherlock, 
William  McDaniel. 
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A Lift  bf  the  names  of  fome  of  the  perfons  murdered 
in  their  houfes , or  ftrtgly,  in  different  parts  of  the 
country , by  the  rebels. 

William  Thornton,  of  Wexford,  coachmaker,  kil- 
led near  Taghmon, 

William  Owens,  of  Ennifcorthy, 

John  Larkin,  of  do.  killed  in  the  barony  of  Forth,, 
Thomas  Cook,  of  Saint  John’s,  killed  between  En* 
nifcorthy  and  Wexford, 

Henry  Cookman,  killed  in  Ennifcorthy, 

Edward  White,  fen.  killed  at  home, 

Edward  White,  jun.  do. 

William  Hawkins,  of  Ennifcorthy,  killed  at  Davids* 
town, 

James  Brickley,  killed  at  Oulart, 

James  Johnfon,  of  Blackwater, 

Samuel  Brumpton,  killed  in  the  barony  of  Forth, 
Thomas  Rath,  near  Duncannon  Fort, 

Thomas  Dormer, of  Templefhambo,kiliednear  home, 
Edward  Watkins,  do. 

Thomas  Watkins,  do. 

John  Stafford,  do. 

Jofeph  Browne,  killed  in  Templefhambo  parifh, 
Richard  Gainford,  do. 

William  Nanton,  do. 

Roger  Percival,  do. 

Rich.  Burrel,  of  Mulrankin,  killed  on  the  Rofs  road, 
Robert  Hughes,  do. 

Michael  Deamin,  do. 

Thomas  James,  murdered  in  Killan  parifh* 

Samuel  James,  do. 

George  Piper,  do. 

B 


jofeph 
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Jofeph  Henry,  do. 

Samuel  Murphy,  do. 

James  Fannin,  do. 

John  Warren,  do. 


Henry  Johnfon,  ofKillaynah, 

James  Rath,  of  Donoghino're  parifh, 

John  Langrel,  of  Kiltrifk  parifh, 

John  Lancafter,  do. 

- — — Grindley,  do. 

Shaw,  do. 

Shaw,  do. 

John  Stephens,  of  Caftlebridge,  killed  at  heme* 
Edward  Dorman,  killed  at  Gorey, 

William  Pender,  do. 

John  Felds,  do. 

— — Maud,  do. 

James  Wheatly,  do. 

Robert  Maffey,  do. 

Roger  Pierce,  murdered  on  Limerick  Hill, 

John  Tomkin,  do. 

James  White,  of  Taghmon,  killed  near  Rofs, 
Richard  Annefley,  Efq.  killed  at  Roan,  near  Rofs, 
Bartholomew  Cliffe,  Efq.  do. 

Richard  Elliot,  Efq.  do. 

Rev.  Robt.  Burrowes,  of  Kilmuckridge  parifh, 
Jofeph  Auftin,  do. 

James  Auftin,  do. 

Henry  Rath,  do. 

Robert  Johnfon,  do. 

Edward  Howlin  Darcy,  Efq.  do. 

John  Pallow,  of  Adamftown, 

Thomas  Paflow,  do. 


Clement 
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Clement  GofF,  of  Kilcormuck  parifh, killed  at  home, 
John  Donovan,  of  Tubbergall, 

Richard  Murphy,  of  Ennifcorthy, 

Henry  Drury,  do. 

Charles  Taylor,  killed  at  Edermine, 

William  Mooney,  killed  between  Wexford  and  En* 
nifcorthy, 

Thomas  Wilkinfon,  do. 

James  Lett,  do. 

Charles  Cooper,  of  Ennifcorthy,  killed  near  CafU.e- 
bridge, 

John  Bennett,  killed  near  Cafllebridge, 

Jonathan  Sadler,  do. 

George  Carley,  do. 

George  Thomas,  do. 

Robert  Maud,  do. 

William  Walker,  killed  at  Gorey, 

Robert  Webfler,  do. 

Henry  Kinch,  do. 

Thomas  Whitney,  killed  near  Ennifcorthy, 

Jofeph  Bafs,  of  Gorey  parifh, 

A father  and  three  foils  of  the  name  of  Crofhy, 
murdered  at  home,  near  Ennifcorthy, 

Robert  Webfler,  of  Garrybritt,  killed  at  Ennif- 
corthy, 

Samuel  Barber,  of  Ennifcorthy, 

Samuel  Oaks,  of  Ennifcorthy,  killed  at  Finchoag, 
Two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Dixie,  of  Ennifcorthy, 
Andrew  Radwell,  murdered  at  Davidflown, 

A father  and  five  fons,  of  the  name  of  Hawkins, 
Henry  Johnfon,  of  Monomolin  parifh, 

John  Oaks,  of  PeppardVC'aflle, 

£3  2 


Edmonds, 
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Edmonds,  of  Wexford  parifh, 

Thomas  Thornton,  of  Taghmon, 

Tomkin,  of  Ballygullin, 

The  Rev.  Francis  Turner,  murdered  in  his  houfe  at 
Ballingale, 

Thomas  Dowfe,  faid  houfe. 

Robert  Ganford,  do. 

Richard  Ganford,  do. 

Richard  Ganford,  do. 

Two  men  of  the  name  of  Bates,  in  Templefhambo 
parifh. 


A Lift  of  the  names  of  fome  of  the  perfons  killed  in 
the  county  of  Wicklow . 

John  Forfter,  of  Carnew  parifh,  murdered  at  Tine- 
haly, 

Peter  Twamley,  of  Coolkenna, 

Peter  Twamley,  of  Crownaleagh, 

Michael  Twamley,  of  Coolafanfy, 

Chriftopher  Cavenagh,  of  Mountpleafant, 

Edvrard  Hopkins,  of  Currindog, 

Roger  Pierce,  of  Ballythomas, 

Thomas  Braddell,  of  Carnew  parifh,  murdered  at 
Monafeed, 

Jof.  Scott,  faid  parifh,  murdered  at  do. 

Moore,  of  Mount-Pleafant, 

Jofeph  Bryan,  of  Ballyknockan, 

Thomas  Bryan,  do. 

James  Bryan,  do. 

Mathew  Dowfe,  of  Kilpipe  parifh^ 

George 
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George  Driver,  of  Tinehaly, 

William  Rice,  do. 

Annefley  Greene,  do# 

John  Reftley,  of  Coolattiri, 

William  Waters,  do. 

Jofeph  Halfpenny,  of  Coolkenna, 

William  Halfpenny,  do. 

George  Davifon,  do. 

William  Myres,  of  Crownalay, 

John  Wheeler,  of  Greenaann, 

Samuel  Wheeler,  do. 

John  Waters,  of  Grofpatrick, 

James  Smyth,  do. 

John  Beaghan,  of  Tomryland, 

John  Mafon,  of  Raheene, 

Samuel  Langrel,  of  Ballynabarney, 

John  Langrel,  of  Cappagh, 

Henry  Marks, 

Robert  Freeman, 

John  Burbridge, 

— — Carleton,  of  Kilgnagan, 

Bolton,  of  Rathdrum, 

— — Mitchel,  of  Carnew, 

Thomas  Hatton,  of  Tomryland,, 

John  Goggin, 

Jofeph  Ellifon, 

George  Carr, 

John  Leefon,  of  Ballytalkin, 

Edward  Keegan, 

Jofeph  Tate,  of  Coolflake, 

Chriftopher  Cooper,  of  Newbridge? 

Jof.  Chamney,  Efq.  killed  in  the  battle  of  Ballyrahn, 
Jof.  Chamney,  jun.  Efq.  do. 


Abraham 
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Abraham  Nickfon,  Efq.  do, 

James  Bardon,  do. 

Michael  Leonard,  do. 

James  Twamley,  do. 

Chriflopher  Twamley,  do. 


The  names  of  fome  of  the  yeomen  Jlaughtered  at  BaU 
lyellis , in  conference  of  a military  blunder . 


Robert  Johnfon, 
George  Butler, 
William  Butler, 
Charles  Parfons, 


John  Godkin, 
William  Inman, 
Peter  Stanford, 
John  Buttle. 


The  names  of  a few  of  the  loyalifts  who  were  killed  by 
the  Hefians. 

John  Stringer,  - — - Bateman, 

Ifaac  Jeffords,  Bateman, 

Margaret  Callifter,  Barret, 

Conffantine  Hogan,  of  Gorey,  killed  by  fome  fol- 
diers  for  the  plunder  of  his  watch. 


The  following  perfons  were  inticcd  by  an  infidious  mcf- 
fage  to  Killaughrim  woods , and  murdered  by  rebels , 
called  the  Babes  cf  the  Woody  after  the  rebellion  : 

John  Dixie,  John  Farrel,- 

William  Clampit,  James  Peppard, 

John  Crumpton, 

Te> 
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To  make  thefe  lifts  more  extenfive  and  corre£t, 
the  time  and  trouble  required  would  exceed  in  all 
reafonable  proportion  the  utility  of  the  talk  ; nor 
was  it  altogether  with  the  approbation  of  my  own 
judgment  that  I bellowed  the  labour  of  compiling 
them  fuch  as  they  are. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  what  is  called  a calendar  of 
the  protejlant  prif oners  in  Wexford  when  in  pofejji- 
on  of  the  rebels . The  original , coYnpofed  by  a kind 
of  judicial  body , not  improperly  denominated  the 
Bloody  Committee,  which , on  the  twentieth  of 
June,  fat  in  the  gaol , is  depofiied  in  the  Library  of 
the  Univerfity  of  Dublin . 

Of  the  following  char  afters  placed  before  the  names  of 
prifoners 

A is  fuppofed  to  fignify  accufed. 

B condemned  to  be  killed  on  the  bridge. 

C charged. 

F is  totally  uncertain  as  to  its  ftgniftcation. 

R fuppofed  to  denote  rogue  or  revenue-officer. 

T to-morrow,  a refpite  of  execution  till  next  day, 
V not  rationally  conjectured  as  to  its  meaning. 


Mark. 

No. 

Parifh . 

Killed 

1.  Aikin,  Thomas, 

T, 

2.  Abbot,  Ch  rift  op  her. 

Vo 

3.  Alien,  John, 

Wexford. 

4.  Afkins,  Henry, 

5.  Afkins,  George^ 


6.  Atkin, 


f4 
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B. 

6.  Atkin,  Samuel, 

V.  A. 

7.  Atkin,  John, 

do. 

8.  Atkin,  George, 

do. 

T.  H. 

9.  Atkin,  Samuel, 

Cattle  Ellis, 

H. 

10.  Atkin,  Samuel, 

do. 

V.  H. 

ii.  Atkin,  Hercules, 

do. 

Do. 

12.  Atkin,  Chriftopher, 

do. 

Do. 

13.  Atkin,  James, 

Edermine, 

Do. 

14.  Atkin,  William, 

do. 

Do. 

15.  Atkin,  Robert, 

Wexford, 

]6.  Atkin,  William, 

Ardcolme, 

1 7.  Atkin,  William, 

Edermine, 

18.  Atkin,  William, 

Cattle  Ellis, 

19.  Atkin,  Francis, 

Wexford. 

B 

20.  Bayley,  Henry, 

Wexford, 

21.  Birdthittle,  Thomas, 

B. 

22.  Burrell,  Robert, 

Duncor, 

B. 

23.  Burrell,  Peter, 

do. 

V. 

24.  Boyd.  James,  jun. 

Wrexford, 

V. 

25.  Brett,  James, 

Ennifcorthy, 

c. 

26.  Bolton,  Henry, 

B. 

27.  Byrne,  John, 

28.  Baflet,  Edward, 

29.  Browne,  William, 

30.  Beaubear,  William, 

Ardcolme, 

31.  Burby,  Jofeph, 

32.  Bland,  Captain, 

33.  Byrne,  Mofes, 

34.  Bower,  Do&or, 

35.  Baker,  Philip, 

W exford. 

36,  Batterton,  Thomas, 

37*  Barby, 


7$ 


APPENDIX. 

Parjjh. 

37.  Barby,  Henry, 

38.  Burke,  Lieutenant, 

39.  Barry,  Enfxgn, 

40.  Barrifter,  Jofeph, 

41.  Batterton,  William, 

42.  Baffet*  John, 

43.  Byrne,  Edward, 

44.  Byrne,  William, 

45.  Bannon,  Martin. 

C 


V.  B. 

46.  Cox,  Capt.  Allen, 

47.  Connor,  John, 

Coolcliffe, 

B. 

48.  Clarke,  William, 

Wexford, 

49.  Chapman,  Thomas, 

do. 

T. 

50.  Carty,  John, 

T. 

51.  Codd,  Loftus, 

do. 

T. 

52.  Clifford,  Robert, 

do. 

c. 

53.  Colligan,  George, 

do. 

B, 

54.  Crane,  Thomas, 

do. 

C. 

55,  Clifford,  John, 

do. 

56.  Clarke,  Thomas, 

do« 

57.  Clarke,  Thomas, 

do. 

58.  Clarke,  William, 

do. 

59.  Cronin,  Jared, 

60.  Clarke,  John, 

61.  Callaghan,  John, 

62.  Callaghan,  Owen, 

63.  Cooke,  Thomas, 

64.  Connors,  Peter, 

65.  Crump,  Nathaniel,  Wexford, 

66.  Cooper,  Henry,  do. 

67.  Copeland,  William, 


68.  Clifford 
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68.  Clifford,  Nicholas, 

69.  Campbell,  John, 

70.  Coftigan  William, 

71.  Cooper,  John, 

72.  Coombes,  John, 

73.  Codd,  John, 

74.  Coftello,  Edward, 

D. 

75.  Daniel,  William, 

76.  Dcyle,  Edward, 

77.  Dowfe,  William, 

78.  Doran,  John, 

79.  Dixon,  John, 

80.  Dixon,  William, 

81.  Dowzar,  James. 

E 

82.  Edmond,  Richard, 

83.  Ennis,  Abraham, 

84.  Edwards,  John, 

85.  Edwards,  Thomas, 

F 

86.  Freeman,  Richard, 

87.  Frankland,  Edward, 

88.  Furlong,  Michael, 

89.  Francis,  William, 

90.  Finn,  Simon, 

91.  Fennel,  Mathew, 

92.  Flood,  Dennis, 

93.  Frizzel,  William, 

94.  Foley,  Patrick, 

95.  Frayne,  Parfons, 

96.  Finn,  Thomas. 


Pari/h. 

Wexford, 

Wexford, 

Ballyhack, 

Wexford, 


Wexford, 

Wexford, 

Ennifcorthy, 


Killinick, 

97.  Gibfon, 
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Pari/h. 

G. 

97.  Gibfon,  John, 

98.  Gainfort,  Jofeph, 

99.  Gainfort,  Richard, 

Wexford, 

B. 

100.  Gainfort,  Thomas, 

Wexford, 

101.  Gore,  John, 

102.  Gill,  Allen, 

D.  Cormuck 

103.  Guriy,  William, 

Wexford, 

104.  Gibfon,  Richard, 
105*  Guriy,  John, 

Wexford, 

B. 

106.  Guriy,  Jonas, 

do. 

107.  Goodall,  James, 

do. 

108.  Greene,  Benjamin, 

CoolflufF, 

109.  Grey,  Mofes, 

1 10.  Gordon,  Samuel, 
hi.  Gaffney,  Michael. 

Wexford, 

H. 

B. 

1 12.  Hore,  William, 

Taghmon, 

1 13.  Hogan,  John, 

1 14,  Hayley,  John, 

Wexford, 

115.  Hyland,  Wm.  Henry. 

, Wexford j 

B. 

1 1 6.  Harrifon,  William, 

1 17.  Hughes,  James, 

1 1 8.  Hughes,  Michael, 

Wexford, 

B. 

1 19.  Hatchel,  John, 

Wexford, 

1 20.  Hawkins,  Samuel, 

1 21.  Hamilton,  James, 

Wexford, 

122.  Hogg,  Lieutenant, 

123.  Howlin,  Abr.  James, 

Kilfcoran, 

B. 

124.  Henefy  ^Geo.  or  Abr.)  Wexford, 

1^5.  Jeffares,  Richard, 

Wexford, 

B. 

126.  Jeffares,  Ivory, 

Wexford, 

12 7.  Janes, 


7g 
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J 

F.  127.  Jones,  Benjamin, 

R.  128.  Julian,  Richard,  Wexford, 

129.  Jackfon,  Charles,  Wexford, 

130.  Jones,  Ben. 

1 3 1.  JefFares,Chriflopher,  Wexford, 

132.  Judd,  Peter, 

133.  Jones, Shepard^ 

134.  Jones,  James. 

K 

135.  Kerr,  David, 

B.  136.  Kennedy,  William, 

V.  Hill.  137.  Kavenagh,  Thomas,  Ennifcorthy, 

138.  Knox,  Oliver, 

139.  Kelly,  John, 

140.  King,  Rd.  Newtown,  Ennifcorthy, 

141.  Kelly,  Mathias, 

142.  Keary,  William, 

143.  Kellet,  William,  Wexford, 

144.  Kelly,  William, 

145.  Kingfborough,  Lord, 

146.  Kendrick,  Jofeph, 

147.  Knight,  John, 

L 

B.  148.  Lett,  Charles, 

T.  149.  Lammas,  Thomas,  Wexford, 

150.  Lackey,  Thomas,  do. 

15 1.  Lewis,  Nicholas,  Killinick, 

152.  Lammas,  Henry,  Wexford, 

153.  LeHunte,  Col.  Geo.  Ardcolme, 

M 

154.  Meadows,  Arthur,  Wexford, 

155.  Meadows,  William,  do. 

256.  Moore,  Jofeph, 


1 57.  Myden 
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Parifh . 

157.  Myden,  John, 

1 58.  Morgan,  Williams, 

159.  Mathews,  James,  Wexford, 

160.  Mathews,  George,  do. 

161  Mathews,  Alexander,  do. 

Gaol.  162.  Mathewfon,  Kennet,  do. 

Balbrig.  1 63.  Murphy,  Francis,  Kllfcoran, 

Strand.  164.  Murphy,  Jofepb,  Kilmuckridge, 

1 65.  M‘PIenry,  Maurice, 

166.  Moore.  Mathew, 

167.  Moran,  Bartholomew,' 

168.  Molony,  Thomas, 

169.  Maude,  Samuel, 

170.  Mafon,  George, 
iji.  M’Manus,  Captain, 

Died.  172.  Morton,  John, 

173.  M’Cann,  Edward, 

174.  M’Cay,  Robert, 

175.  M’Cay,  John, 

176.  Milward,  Captain  Henry, 

177.  Martin,  Thos, 

178.  M’Donald,  John,  Wexford, 

N 

179.  Nunn,  James,  Wexford, 

O 

180.  Orange,  Samuel, 

181.  Owen,  Rev.  Roger,  Camolin. 

P 

182.  Pigott,  Robert,  Wexford, 

183.  Peace,  Samuel, 

184.  Parfley,  Robert, 

185.  Plummer,  Francis, 

1 86.  Power,  Patrick, 


187,  Par/ley 
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187.  Parfley,  Eben. 

188.  Quirbe,  Philip, 

R. 

189.  Rudd,  Anthony,  Ennifcorthy, 

190.  Rogers,  Edward. 

191.  Reily,  William,  Wexford, 

192.  Radford,  William, 

193.  Radford,  John, 

194.  Radford,  Nathaniel, 

195.  Reeves,  Richard, 

196.  Radford,  John,  jun. 

197.  Robfon,  Middleton,  Wexford, 

198.  Rudd,  Anthony, 

199.  Richards,  Richard,  Wexford, 

200.  Redmond,  Patrick, 

201.  Richards,  Thomas,  Wexford, 

202.  Rigley,  Thomas, 

203.  Rhinehart,  Henry, 

204.  Smithfon,  Jofeph, 

205.  Salifbury,  James,  Wexford, 

206.  Stephens,  Ifaac,  Wexford, 

207.  Sullivan,  Robert, 

208.  Sparrow,  John, 

209.  Shudal,  Loftus, 

210.  Sabourin,  Chrift.  Wexford, 

21 1.  Seally,  Thomas, 

212.  Sweetman,  Nicholas, 

213.  Sunderland,  Benjamin, 

214.  Smith,  Jofeph, 

215.  Stroud,  William,  Wexford, 

216.  Smith,  Patrick, 


217.  Smithfon, 
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Pari/h, 

Smithfon,  Jacob, 

Shaw,  James, 

Sheppard,  William, 

Styles,  Robert, 

Stedman,  John, 

Swannick,  Francis,  Wexford, 
Savage,  Major,  Mulrankin, 

Swiney,  Ren.  Burton,  Ennifcorthy, 
Swiney,  Jofhua,  do. 

Steadman,  William, 

Shaw,  Thomas, 

T 

Turner,  Edward,  Cattle  Ellis, 
Taylor,  Chriftopher,  Wexford, 
Taylor,  William,  do. 

Tally,  George,  do. 

Taylor,  Thomas, 

Taylor,  Andrew, 

Troy,  Thomas,  Wexford, 

Troy,  William,  do. 

Thaekaberry,  James, 

Taylor,  George, 

Thaekaberry,  Robert, 

Tunks,  John, 

Templeton,  Alexander, 
Templeton,  Thomas. 

V 

Vicary,  Benjamin,  Wexford. 

W 

Wormington,  William,  Wexford, 
Wheelock,  James, 

Wilfon,  William,  Wexford, 
,46.  Willis,  Thomas, 


217. 

218. 

219. 

220. 

221. 

222. 

223. 

224. 

225. 

226. 

227. 

228. 

229. 

230. 

231. 

232. 

233* 

234- 

235* 

236. 

237- 

238. 

239- 

240. 

241. 

242. 

243' 

244. 

245- 


247.  Whit 
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Part/h> 

247.  Whitt,  John, 

B.  248.  Wiftnot,  William, 

B.  249.  Whitney,  Richard,  Wexford, 

250.  Willis,  William,  Ennifcorthy, 

251.  Walters,  Edward, 

252.  Winter,  Richard,  Wexford, 

253.  White,  Anthony, 

254.  Wilfon,  Rev.  Henry, 

2 55.  Ward,  Abraham, 

256.  Ward,  Benjamin,  Wexford, 

257.  Woodmafon,  Noble, 

258.  Wilfon,  William, 

259.  Wade,  I. 

260.  Stephens,  Ifaac, 

#6 1.  Burkett,  Robert. 


The  Places  of  Confinement  are  Jlated  thus  : 

Number  of  prifoners  in  the  gaol,  - - 148 

in  the  market-houfe,  - 48 

in  the  barrack,  - 36 

in  the  prifon-fhip,  - 22 

in  the  court-houfe,  - 3 

in  a private  houfe,  - 3 


In  all 


260 
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NUMBER  IV. 


REMARKS 

ON 

'Sir  Richard  Mujgrave  s Memoirs  of  Rebellions 
in  Ireland 


Sir  Richard,  refiding  in  the  capital,  col- 
le&ing  a perplexing  mafs  of  materials  of  the  fame 
kind,  and  having  no  perfonal  knowledge  of  the 
tranfadions  in  the  country,  has  been  led  into  a 
multitude  of  errors  of  little  moment.  Thofe  few, 
indeed,  which  I think  proper  at  prefent  to  notice, 
are  hardly  of  any  confequence. 

In  page  344  of  the  quarto  edition,  he  fays,  that 
Gorey  was  attacked  on  the  30th  of  May  by  a nu- 
merous body  of  rebels.  This  is  totally  deftitute  of 
foundation,  except  that  a great  number  of  women 
were  aflembling  at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four 
miles,  with  intention  of  marching  to  plunder  the 
town,  which  had  been  in  a moft  extraordinary 
manner  delerted  by  the  army.  This  female  bri- 
gade, however,  difperfed  without  approaching  the 
*c  c town. 
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town,  on  a falfe  report  of  the  advance  of  a body 
of  Welch  cavalry. 

He  fays  in  page  442,  that  our  troops  got  poffef- 
iion  of  Gorey  on  the  1 2th  of  June.  They  certainly 
did  not  till  the  19th,  the  day  previous  to  that  of 
general  Needham’s  memorable  march  to  Vinegar- 
hill. 

In  his  appendix,  page  83,  he  fays  that  Father 
Murphy’s  journal  was  found  by  captain  Hugh 
Moore.  It  wras  found  by  an  officer  of  the  fenfible 
regiment  of  Durham  infantry,  lieutenant-colonel 
Bainbridge,  from  whom  captain  Moore  procured 
it,  as  he  alfo  procured  a plan  of  the  battle  of  Ark- 
low. 

In  page  431,  he  calls  Father  Philip  Roche  am 
inhuman  favage.  So  far  as  his  having  a rough 
and  boifterous  exterior,  and  his  being  often  in  a 
fiate  of  intoxication,  the  term  may  in  fome  degree 
be  applicable  ; but  for  a charge  of  cruelty  againfi 
him,  I can  find  no  foundation.  On  the  contrary 
I have  heard  many  infiances  of  his  active  huma- 
nity. 

I have  already  elfewhere  noticed  Sir  Richard’s 
cftimate  of  the  population  of  Ireland.  He  fup- 
pofes  the  number  of  men  capable  of  bearing  arms 
in  the  county  of  Wexford  to  be  fixty-nine  thou- 
fand ; from  which  we  muft  infer  the  number  of 
perlons  of  all  ages  and  both  fexes  in  this  county  to 
be  three  hundred  and  forty-five  thoufand;  lince 
males  of  the  military  age  confiitute  in  European 
countries  a fifth  part  only  of  the  whole  population. 
He  fuppofes  the  county  of  Wexford  to  contain  at 
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thirty- Fourth  part  of  the  number  of  people  in  the 
whole  iiland  : hence  we  are  to  infer  the  number  of 
people  in  the  whole  ifland  to  be  eleven  millions 
and  feven  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  ! I know 
of  no  rational  efdmate  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
except  that  of  Chalmers. 

In  page  370  he  plainly  inlinuates  that  all  thofe 
among  the  rebels  who  were  above  the  rank  of  the 
vulgar,  fome  of  whom  he  particularizes  by  name, 
were  guilty  of,  or  confenting  to,  the  maffacre  of 
proteftants.  John  Hay,  however,  who,  to  the  in- 
famy of  his  memory,  murdered  a man  called  Grey 
Thomas  on  Vinegar-hill,  was  the  only  Romiih 
gentleman  whom  I confider,  from  what  I have 
heard,  as  guilty  of  murder  from  motives  of  religi- 
ous hatred.  Some,  whofe  names  I have  already 
mentioned,  were  certainly  men  of  adlive  huma- 
nity ; and  fome  were  never  near  any  fcene  of  maf- 
facre at  the  time  of  its  perpetration.  Of  this  piece 
of  fortune  feveral  have  fmce  good  caufe  to  be  glad, 
iince  their  fuccefsful  interference  to  prevent  mur- 
der might  have  been  brought  againft  them  as  a 
proof  of  their  having  a command  among  the  re- 
bels, and  might  have  brought  them  to  the  gallows. 
I know  of  no  relieious  murders  committed  at  the 

o 

camps  of  Three-rocks,  Carrickburn,*  Slyeevekeel- 
ter,  or  Lacken,  where  men  of  education  and  pro- 
perty prefided.  The  places  of  butchery  were 
Vinegar-hill  and  Wexford ; beiide  that  many 

c c 2 murders 

* Scullabogue  lies  at  the  foot  of  Carrickburn  mountain  ; but 
at  the  time  of  the  maffacre  no  encampment  exifted  there. 
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murders  were  committed  here  and  there  in  the 
country.  Concerning  one  perfon  mentioned  in 
the  above  quoted  page,  Jeremiah  Fitzhenry,  from 
whom  I took  a leafe  of  the  place  where  I now  re- 
ticle, I have  made  a very  particular  enquiry. 
Whether  he  had  any  command  among  the  rebels, 
may  be  a matter  of  doubt ; my  opinion  is,  that  he 
had  none : but  I have  not  a fhadow  of  reafon  to 
fufpedl  that  he  was  near  any  place  of  murder  at 
the  time  of  its  commiffion,  or  that  he  ever  approv- 
ed of  the  perpetration  of  fuch  a&s.f 

Of 

f To  prevent  mifcortception,  I here  copy  Sir  Richard’s  owrt 
words. 

“ Unwilling  to  diTgull  the  reader,  I will  give  him  a circum- 
“ ftantial  account  of  but  a few  of  the  various  cruelties  pra&ifed 
“ on  the  vi&ims  who  were  immolated  on  Vinegar-hill  by  thefe 
u ferocious  fanatics ; had  they  been  perpetrated  by  the  dregs  of 
“ the  people,  fome  allowance  might  have  been  made  for  the 
“ force  of  religious  bigotry  on  the  minds  of  the  vulgar  herd  ; 
“ but  we  have  to  lament  that  many  perfons  whofe  birth,  edu- 
<{  cation,  or  opulence,  raifed  them  far  above  that  defcription,  were 
“ prefent  at,  or  were  confentmg  to,  the  perpetration  of  thefe 
<s  atrocities  ; for  we  find  that  they  were  conftantly  in  the  rebel 
“ camps  where  they  daily  took,  and  that  they  could  have  pre- 
“ vented  them  is  unquestionable  ; for  no  inftance  that  I could 
“ difcover  ever  occurred,  that  the  perfonal  interference,  or  the 
“ written  protection  of  a rebel  officer,  or  one  of  their  prieits,  did 
“ not  fave  the  life  of  a perfon  defined  to  deftru£tion. 

“ Mr.  William  Barker,  a brewer  and  a merchant  of  Ennif. 
“ corthy,  was  a general  in  the  camp.  Mr.  Patrick  Sutton, 
“ formerly  a merchant,  a;. d well  educated,  held  that  rank  j and 
“ his  two  fons,  one  of  whom  was  educated  for  the  bar,  were 
:t  officers  there ; one  Kelly,  an  opulent  farmer  near  that  town, 
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Of  the  difference  between  the  fuperior  and  in- 
ferior clafles  of  Romanics,  the  following  is  an  in- 
11  ance.  A labouring  peafant,  who  took  the  title  of 
captain  Gormaghan,  went  one  Sunday  morning 
into  the  houfe  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Francis,  reclor 
of  Killegny,  and  after  threatening  to  cut  off  the 
arm  of  a fon  of  Mr.  Francis,  becaufe  he  could  not 
dextroufly  fign  his  forehead  with  a crofs  in  the 
Romanifl  manner,  drove  out  the  whole  family  be- 
fore him  to  the  Romifh  chapel*  declaring  that  no 
religion,  except  that  alone  which  God  permitted, 
mull  any  longer  be  profefled.  The  Fitzhenvy  fa- 
mily, who  formed  part  of  the  congregation,  were 
at  this  fcene  evidently  aifedted  with  deep  concern, 
which  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  from  the  un- 
feeling crowd.  They  aavifed  in  whifpers  the  dif- 
trelfed  family  to  endeavour  to  hide  their  grief 
from  the  fanatic  mob ; and  adminiftered  fuch  com- 
fort 

f*  a rebel  officer,  who  has  been  hanged:  the  bloody  Luke 

at  Byrne,  a maltfter,  and  his  two  ions,  in  opulent  circumftances: 
g<  Meffrs.  Codd  $ and  Walfh,  (hop  keepers,  and  reputed  rich  : 
st  Marineth,  a farmer,  was  wealthy  : Andrew  Farrel  was  in  good 
“ circumftances,  and  yet  he  was  aftive  in  promoting  the  maffa- 
cres  : Jeremiah  Fitzhenry,  married  to  John  Colclough’s  fifter, 
“ was  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Fitzhenrys  in  the  county  of 
4t  Wexford  : John  Colclough,  of  a family  high  refpecftable,  who 
**  had  often  reprefented  the  county,  was  well  educated,  and  in 
<f  good  circumftances,  difgraced  himfelf  by  yielding  to  the  in- 
u fluence  of  fanaticifm  He  was  the  only  papitl  that  I could 
“ learn  of  his  family.  Meffrs.  Garret  and  William  Byrne  were 
“ rebel  chieftains,  and  attended  the  camps.” 


£ “ Francis  Codd,  another  perfon  of  the  fame  name,  wras  very  loyal.’* 
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fort  as  the  fear  of  offending  the  ignorant  bigots 
permitted.  That  this  captain  Gormaghan  has 
never  been  molefted  nnce  the  rebellion,  is  a ftrong 
proof  of  the  moderation  of  the  proteftants  of  this 
parifh ; as  alfo  one.  Michael  Wicken,  and  one  Phi- 
lip Dillon,  who  infilled  on  having  thefe  proteftants 
put  to  death,  and  foamed  with  rage  when  the  reft 
of  the  Romanifts  would  not  confent  to  it.* 

To  regard  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland  as  all  alike 
bigoted  and  difloyal,  I muft  confider  as  highly  un- 
juft.  I know  that  the  ignoraht  multitude  think 
their  own  religion  the  only  one  admitted  by  God* 
and  that  to  fupprefs  all  others  is  meritorious.  Some 
perhaps  of  a rank  above  the  vulgar  admit  the  fame 
do&rine,  which,  however,  muft  be  inwardly  re- 
jected by  every  reflecting  perfon  who  takes  reafon 
for  his  guide  ; and  fuch  are  certainly  to  be  found 
among  Irifti  Romanifts.  Many  military  officers, 
I believe,  can  teftify  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the 
Roman  catholic  foldiers  under  their  command,  in 
the  time  of  the  rebellion  ; and  I think  that  many 
proteftant  clergymen  will  admit  that  they  recover 
their  tithes  with  little  lefs  trouble  from  Romanifts 
than  from  people  of  any  other  religious  denomi- 
nation, not  excepting  even  thofe  of  the  eftablifhed 

church* 

'*  This  account  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Fitzhenrys  X had  from 
Mr.  Francis’s  eldeft  daughter. 

I find  that  this  captain  Gormaghan,  who  committed  this  out- 
rage on  Mr.  Francis  and  his  family,  behaved  remarkably  well  to. 
feme  other  proteftants  i but  1 can  find  no  good  account  cf 
Wicken  or  Dillon. 
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church.  The  author  of  the  narrative  of  trafa&ions 
at  Killala,  fo  often  already  quoted,  fpeaks  of  many 
Romanics  of  property  in  that  quarter  unwilling  to 
take  arms  againft  the  Eritifh  government : I believe 
that  many  fuch  may  be  found  in  the  fouth  of  Ire- 
land alfo.  But  if  they  have  in  general  a diflike 
to  proteftants  and  to  Britifh  government,  unkind- 
nefs  cannot  remedy  the  evil.  I choofe  not  at  pre- 
fent  to  enter  into  this  fubjed  farther  than  to  add, 
that  fome  objections  to  certain  meafures  with  re- 
fped  to  the  Romanics  of  Ireland  fecm  to  be  re- 
moved with  the  local  parliament  of  this  ifiand. 

In  the  above  quoted  page  Sir  Richard  has  made 
a miflake,  which  probably  himfelf  has  correded 
before  this.  He  reckons  Meflrs.  Codd  and  Walfh, 
of  Ennifcorthy,  among  the  rebel  commanders,  and 
tacitly  fixes  the  cenfure  on  William  Codd,  who  is 
well  known  to  have  behaved  with  loyalty,  and  to 
have  had  no  connexion  in  this  bufinefs  with  Walfh. 
In  the  next  page  he  has  made  a trifling  miflake  in 
confidcring  John  Henry  Colclough  as  the  only 
Romanift  of  his  family,  and  a perl'on  debafed  by 
religious  bigotry.  The  family  to  which  he  be- 
longed were  all  Roman  catholics  ; and  he  was 
certainly  in  an  uncommon  degree  liberal  in  religi- 
ous matters,  and  a foe  to  bigotry. 

We  are  not  to  confider  all  as  indubitable  fads, 
which  have  been  fworn  by  the  lower  fort  of  peo- 
ple againfl:  prifoners  on  trial ; lome  evidences  of 
this  defeription  being,  on  thefe  occafions,  far 
enough  from  being  unexceptionable.  Thus  that 
Thomas  Clooney,  as  was  fworn  on  his  trial,  or- 
dered 
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dered  the  church  of  Old  Rofs  to  be  burned,  and 
when  he  faw  it  in  flames,  exclaimed,  that  <c  the 
Cf  devil’s  houfe  was  then  burning,”  appears  to  me 
very  doubtful. 

The  fa&s  afferted  in  the  affidavits  and  narra- 
tives of  refpcctable  perfons,  fuch  as  Mrs.  Heydon, 
(fee  page  95—97  of  the  appendix)  are  absolutely 
unqueftionable  : but  other  fafts  might  alfo  be  re- 
lated, which  in  fome  cafes  would  give  a fomewhat 
different  complexion  to  affairs.  Thus  the  mafia  • 
ere  of  thirty-fix  proteftants  on  Bloody  Friday,  af- 
firmed in  the  affidavit  of  James  Pippard,  deputy 
fovereign  of  Gorey,  (page  147)  is  unQueflicnable  : 
but  we  are  not  informed  in  this  affidavit,  that  a 
confiderable  number  of  Romanics  had  that  day 
been  put  to  death,  in  and  about  Corey,  fome  of 
whom  were  kinfmen  of  thofe  who  were  moll  aelive 
afterwards  in  this  maffacre  of  the  proteftants.  Bot, 
perhaps  the  reader  will  fay,  thefe  Romanifts  who 
had  been  flaughtered  were  rebels.  Doubtlefs  fome 
of  them  were,  and  well  deferred  their  fate  ; yet 
the  feelings  of  rebels  and  their  kinfmen  may  be 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  loyalifts,  and  they  may  in  like 
manner  endeavour  to  retaliate.  That  al  , however, 
were  guilty,  may  be  doubtful,  fince  a few,  who 
■were  brought  into  the  town  for  {laughter,  were 
liberated  at  the  interceffion  of  fome  humane  yeo- 
men, who  knew  them  to  be  innocent.  One  Toole, 
who  was  one  of  the  moil  adlive  in  this  maffacre  of 
the  proteftants,  has  fince  been  acquitted  in  a trial 
by  jury  from  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  This 
unfortunate  affair,  in  which  fome  of  the  beft  and 
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moil  inofFenfive  proteftants  of  the  country  lofl  their 
lives,  originated  from  a miflake  in  general  Need- 
ham’s exprefs,  and  the  temerity  of  a few,  as  I have 
already  related.  Notwithftanding  the  fury  of  the 
rebels  on  this  occafion,  they  fpared  the  lives  of 
fome  who  fell  into  their  hands,  particularly  John 
Nunn,  Efq  of  Gorey.  The  execution  of  revenge 
by  one  party,  excites  a fpirit  of  revenge  in  the 
oppofite ; and  if  both  proteftants  and  Romanifts 
would  attend,  as  much  as  I wifh.  them,  to  the  ef- 
fentials  of  Chriftianity,  they  would  exchange  com- 
plete forgivenefs  mutually,  and  live  in  that  har- 
mony which  their  common  Redeemer  has  in  his 
doctrines  recommended. 


Father  'John  Mbrph'f  s ‘Journal,  found  on  the  field  of 
battle  at  Arklow  by  lieutenant -colonel  Bainbridge , 
of  the  Durham  fencible  infantry , and  fent  by  him 
to  general  Needham . 

cc  Saturday  night,  May  26,  at  6 A.M.  1798, 
iC  began  the  republic  of  Ireland  in  Boulavogue, 
“ in  the  county  of  Wexford,  barony  of  Gorey, 
6i  and  parifh  of  Kilcorinick,  commanded  by  the 
<c  Reverend  Do&or  Murphy,  parifh  prieft  of  the 
<c  faid  parifh,  in  the  aforefaid  parifh,  when  all 
“ the  proteftants  of  that  parifh  were  difarmed, 
tc  and,  among  the  aforefaid,  a bigot,  named  Tho- 
mas  Bookey,  who  loft  his  life  by  his  rafhnefs. 

<c  26, 
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ce  2 6.  From  thence  came  to  Oulart,'  a country 
“ village  adjoining,  when  the  republic  attacked  a 
fC  minifter’s  houfe  for  arms,  and  was  denied  of, 
“ laid  liege  immediately  to  it,  and  killed  him  and 
“ all  his  forces  ; the  fame  day  burned  his  houfe? 
cc  and  all  the  Orangemen's  houfes  in  that  and  all 
“ the  adjoining  parifhes  in  that  part  of  the  court- 
4t  try. 

cc  The  fame  day  a part  of  the  army,  to  the 
cc  amount  of  one  hundred  and  four  of  infantry 
£C  and  two  troops  of  cavalry,  attacked  the  repub- 
“ lie  on  Oulart-hill,  when  the  military  were  re- 
cc  pulfed  with  the  lols  of  one  hundred  and  twelve 
c:  men,  and  the  republic  had  four  killed,  and  then 
€C  went  to  a hill  called  Corrigrua,  where  the 
“ republic  encamped  that  night,  and  from  thence 
<c  went  to  a town  called  Camolin,  which  was 
“ taken  without  refinance,  and  the  fame  day  took 
“ another  town  and  fate  of  a bilhop.  At  three  in 
“ the  afternoon  the  fame  day,  they  laid  fiege  to 
cc  Ennifcorthy,  when  they  were  oppofed  by  an 
army  of  feven  hundred  men,  then  they  were 
“ forced  to  fet  both  ends  of  the  town  on  fire, 
<c  and  then  took  the  town  in  the  fpace  of  one 
<c  hour,  and  then  encamped  on  a hill  near  the 
“ town,  called  Vinegar-hill. 

ERYAN  BULGER, 

DARBY  MURPHY,  his  hand  and  pen. 

Dated  this  26th. 
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The  inaccuracy  of  this  incipient  journal  cannot 
efcape  the  reader’s  notice.  I have  copied  it  from 
Sir  R,  Mufgrave’s  book,  as  he  doubtlefs  had  the 
original  from  general  Needham.  A copy,  which 
a friend  in  Dublin  procured  for  me,  hardly  differs 
from  it.  Eulger  has  been  fecretary  to  Father  Mur- 
phy. By  the  fate  of  a bifficp  is  meant  Ferns. 


Tranjlation  of  a Letter  from  General  Humbert  to  the 
Lord  Bijhofi  of  Kill  ala. 

**  Dover,  October  26,  1798. 

<c  MY  LORD, 

*c  Being  on  the  point  of  returning  to  France,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  teflify  to  you  the  extraordi- 
?c  nary  efleem  with  which  your  condudl  has  always 
“ infpired  me.  Since  I have  had  the  good  for- 
“ tune  of  being  acquainted  with  you,  I have  al- 
■ 6 ways  regretted  that  the  chance  of  war,  and  my 
“ duty  as  a military  officer,  have  obliged  me,  in 
*c  carrying  the  fcourge  of  war  into  your  neigh- 
“ bourhood,  to  dihurb  the  domeflic  happinefs 
£C  which  you  enjoyed,  and  of  which  you  are  in 
“ every  refpe£l  worthy.  Too  happy  if  in  return- 
ing  into  my  country  I can  flatter  myfelf  that  I 
4£  have  acquired  any  claim  to  your  efleem.  In- 
dependently  of  other  reafons  which  1 have  for 
*e  loving  and  efleeming  you,  the  reprefentation 
^ which  citizen  Char  oft  gives  me  of  all  your  good 

**  offices 
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“ offices  to  him  and  his  officers,  as  well  before  as 
“ after  the  redudtion  of  Killala,  will  demand  for 
,c  ever  my  efteem  and  gratitude. 

cc  I entreat  you,  my  lord,  to  accept  my  decla- 
“ ration  of  it,  and  to  impart  it  to  your  worthy 
" family. 

I am, 

with  the  higheft  efteem, 
my  lord, 

your  moft  humble  fervant. 


HUMBERT. 
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